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For Ease of Growth and Variety of Color... 


TODAY’S NEW IRIS are amazing in their range of color 
and giant size. Big and beautiful. Your neighbors will ex- 
claim at these new beauties and you will love these queens of 
the spring garden. Treat yourself to one of our groups of 
prize winners listed here. Win a ribbon at your flower show! 


Flamingo Pink Beauties 


Your neighbors will lean over your fence to see these beautiful 
flamingo pink Iris. The last word in new Iris developments. Plant 
some of these rare and exquisite shades for “something new"’. 


> of the NEWEST TONES IN PINK for...... $7.50 


eee ee Pe Tee Te handsome tall flamingo 


ee ei od a eaik kewe eke eee beautiful ruffly pink 
tar in ahh 0:n.0/u.n pie eke raspberry pink 
nn ccc ccweueeeeun (sdg.) luscious apricot 
RASPBERRY BLONDE............ *.(sdg.) deeper shade of pink 


“Give Your Garden a Treat” 


King Size Iris 
5S EIS ET $5.50 


Individual flowers up to 8 inches on tall 38-inch stems with as many 
as 12 flowers per stem! Real King size. 


WM. A, SETCHELL, mammoth deep blue................ S$ 75 
ED MUON POR... occ cccccenevnewasedat 1.00 
GOLDEN RUSSET, immense russet.............00 00 ceee 2.00 
ee EO MOON. . noose cccecconvestemedss 2.00 
JANE PHILLIPS, stunning sky blue.................005. 3.00 
The Big Six 

G Superlative, rich colored Iris............ $5.75 


For a dazzling array of colors can you imagine a more colorful lot 
of Irresistible Iris? One of our most popular collections. 


Mr ME COD, . oo cress ccassusbensee's $1.50 
CASCADE SPLENDOR, pink ond buff................... 1.50 
GAY BORDER, red edged white.......... 0.0... 0c euee 1.50 
BRYCE CANYON, unusual henna copper............ 1.00 
SPANISH PEAKS, white, beard and all!............ <2 240 
CHIVALRY, ruffled mid-blue ....................- sees Cae 
Sparkling Coppers 
3 Outstanding Sparkling Coppers........ $5.00 


These jewel-like coppers and browns add a new note to your be- 
spangled Iris border. No other flower has color like these. They will 
be the sensation of your garden! 


ARGUS PHEASANT, glistening rich brown.............. $2.50 
RUSSET WINGS, frilled copper dusted gold............. 1.00 
COPPER MEDALLION, huge copper, bright.............. 4.00 


All Award Winners 


Our All-Star Collection. Just what you have been waiting for. A 
fabulous collection of many different kinds. 








WHAT OTHERS SAY 


Boston, Mass. 

“The Iris plonts recently ordered 
by me have been received. | am 
extremely pleased to be able to 
report that in mony yeors of 
buying plonts, bulbs and so 
forth, resulting from advertising 
in numerous horticultural mago- 
zines, | have never received o 
completed order in more satis- 
factory condition. Every item 
was solid and rugged with o 
fine root system and certainly 
in ao condition which | hove 
never found excelled in any type 
of bulb delivery."* GAM 
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Vibrant Reds 





























CONGO 


One of the handsome 
new blacks, $10 each 








GUARANTEE 


Schreiner’s iris chizomes ore 
gvoronteed to be of large size 
trve to mome ond color and 
received in good condition 
Schreiner’s tris will grow ony 
where and under normal con- 
ditions will produce blooms 





es SY MEIN, 5. nos css 00 ss eveenessw emake $1.00 §} famous red tris for $5.50 
BLUE RHYTHM, cornflower blue... . 2.2... cece eee 1.00 
ss 6 5 dba ne 00 bs 066 pea een eeee 1.00 The first time these wonderful new red varieties are 
NEW SNOW, pure ruffled white................50005- 1.50 offered at these bargain prices. Five unique, rich, red- 
LADY MOHR, oyster chartreuse and white.............. 1.00 toned varieties gathered in one grand selection. 
ELMOHR, giont 7-inch mulberry red...........00eeeeeee 1.00 RANGER, late blooming crimson red.......... $1.00 
SS ND COD vc cc crncccccecnsvectesess 1.00 PACEMAKER, rich uniform velvety red... ... .. 3.00 
FIRECRACKER, gold dotted red, different.............-. 1.00 CAMPFIRE GLOW, bright copper red......... 2.00 
SABLE, claret black Stk noe tdar16ob06o00esde anes eeaed IS BURMESE RUBY, glossy ruby gornet.......... 1.50 the first yeor 
ee ES GU WOU, 5 oo cnc cceceesseeerangsaucsn 75 RED TORCH, oll-afire bronze and red......... .75 
NE EEE LEE CE ET ee 1.50 
HELEN McGREGOR, fluted sky bluve................05- » 1.50 
7 62 6S 28 SE OSS SSS SOOO eng 
MAIL THIS COUPON NOW! i 
Schreiner’s Gardens + Route 2, Box 327-B, Salem, Oregon | 
Please send the following for which | am enclosing $. (No C.O.D.'s) | 
EDA Baleae's BOGOR: osccccccccvens $10.00 COS Ginn ctecccvnetecdedecs $5.75 | 
(Classics Collection ............ 5.00 CDSporkling Coppers .............. 5.00 
("All 20°° Classics Collection..... 10.00 CAN Award Winners.............. 8.75 ' 
[Flamingo Pink Beavties......... 7.50 PD ES bn din 6455-20 bs 5.50 § 
()King Size Iris... ......ceeeeenes 5.50 (11955 tris Book 25¢ (No charge if i 
Cee GORD. 262 ov csccecceseee 10.00 plants ore ordered.) GARD £& mS 
i 
NAME. | 
Route 2, Box 327-B, Salem, Oregon 
STREET i 
u ° ° ° 
city ZONE STATE ; The Newest and Finest in Iris” 














Lawn Beauly 
SPREADER 


Takes The Guesswork 
Out Of Lawn Care 


RATE CHART Ki 


Patented. O' 
furnished with each spreader aps gente 


patents pending 
ond applied for 





“I thought spreaders 
were all alike until | really 
investigated. Never did | 
realize there could be such 
a difference until | com- 
ji pared them all.” 








— 

“For construction and exclusive patented 
features, I found LAWN BEAUTY gave me 
the most for my money. It has just what I’ve 
always wanted in a spreader—a rate control 
dial and chart which shows the exact rate 
setting of 55 brand name fertilizers as well as 
seed mixtures and other materials, as recom- 
mended by the manufacturer. 

“For shut-off at the end of the row I merely 
turn the handle—the shut-off is instant—no 
spreading at the turn around, no burned out 
spots and the distribution is even and uniform. 

“Best of all LAWN BEAUTY has an 
agitator which automatically levels and force 
feeds any fertilizer or seed the full length of 
the spreader—and the rate of flow is always 
the same regardless of the speed with which 
I push the spreader.” 


Tested For Accuracy 


LAWN BEAUTY has been tested with the 
materials listed on the chart. You can spread 1} Ib. 
= 1,000 square feet if necessary or required. There 
vas never been anything like LAWN BEAUTY 
for accurate spreading. No waste—you'll save 
enough in seed alone to pay for this outstanding 
spreader. 

LAWN BEAUTY is easy to clean. The bottom 
shutter plate is easy to take off, easy to put on— 
no bolts are required. 

Wheels have oilite bearings and the agitator is 
hot dipped galvanized. The shutter plate is also 
galvanized. LAWN BEAUTY is ruggedly built like 
farm machinery—guarantees you years of satis 
factory service. 

Spreads all types of chemical and organic ferti- 
lizer, lime, top dressing, bone meal, etc. 

Before you make your spring purchases, compare 
LAWN BEAUTY and its.exclusive patented fea- 
tures with all other spreaders. Prove to yourself 
that LAWN BEAUTY gives you the most for 
your money. 

Ask your garden supply dealer for literature or 


write to us direct. 
| 
. = | 
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THE NAME TO REMEMBER 
FOR BETTER LAWN CARE 
A Product of 
SCHNEIDER METAL MANUFACTURING CO. 
1805-FG South 55th Ave., Chicago 50, Ill. 
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A Wonderful Bargain Offer 
to Introduce You to the 


American Garden Guild Book Club 

(CHOOSE any two of the beautiful 39 
and useful illustrated garden books 

on this page —all by outstanding au- 

thorities — for less than the price of bh 

one! With this big money- saving offer when 

is included FREE membership in the 


famous American Garden Guild Book ) 
Club — the Club that brings you the @} 3 iis) >) - NEW GARDEN | ele) 4 ' 
garden books you need—at special low 
members’ prices! 































TAYLOR'S 
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF 
GARDENING 
Ed. by Norman Taylor, as- 
sisted by 68 specialists. 
New edition of the most 
complete garden reference 


WORTH UP TO _ 


IN PUB. EDITIONS 


ery MODERN GARDENING 
P. P. Pirone How to use to 
Just Published! , + 





" lay s miracle drugs to cult: 
book—now revised and en- UT ae Gad a vemetabies. trees, 
larged with over a thou- A LL A BO 4 4 shrubs: regulate their growth; 
sand new entries and many THE PEREN~ kill weeds; treat 48 types of 
mew sections! Big 1,225. NIAL GARDEN : 


liseases, etc. Plus 500 ques 
page volume totaling 12,381 : 
entries in A to Z order. 


637 pictures. Pub. ed. $5 


Montague Free. 
This long - awaited : , 
book by a top au- ed $3.50 
thority gives every 
step in the making 
of a perennial gar 
den. More than 500 
plants described, 
not only hardy 
plants and shrubs, 
but also biennials 
and annuals 352 
pages, 153 photos 
including color! 
Pub. ed. $5.95 


and answers on 
s, culture, etc Pub, 






















THE COMPLETE 
BOOK OF BULBS 
F. F. Rockwell & Esther ROSES FOR EVERY 


well ¢ q a 
Grayson. Newest and most GARDEN 





aN TUE DW WILIY BY AMIS IOS . 








comprehensive book on R. C. Allen How to grow 

ulbs now in print! Two every variety of bush and 

experts tell you everything climbing rose. All about 

about uses, cultivation and soils, planting, transplanting, 

Propagation of over 100 pruning, pest control, etc. 

species, for outdoors and Latest methods of propaga- 

indoors' 118 photos, 31 in tion and hybridization, etc. 

color. Pub. ed. $5.95 16 color pages. Pub. ed. $3.95 

A TREASURY OF 

THE COMPLETE BOOK OF AUDUBON GUIDES AMERIC AN GARDENING 
FLOWER ARRANGEMENT The most complete guide to land By Flower Grower Editors. Big 
F. F. Ro keer ll & Esther Grayson and water birds of Eastern and 7%” by 10%” volume packed with 
The most beautiful and useful Central North America ever pub ideas. practical helps and pictorial 
guide of its kind ever published lished. Actually two books—A udu- delights for every gardener. Includes 
89 arrangements in full color bon Bird Guide and Audubon Wa- Gardens of America in stunning 
232 pictures in all! Shows how to ter Bird Guide—in one 732-page photos by Samuel Gottscho: articles 
create every type of arrangement volume! 1,000 illustrations of 533 by Robert Lemmon, F. F. Rockwell, 
for home decoration and for flower species by famed artist Don Eckle Mc ntague Free, other experts. 173 
show exhibit. Pub. ed. $4.95 berry, 885 in full color. Pub. $5.95 pictures—67 full color! Pub. $7.50 


MAIL THIS COUPON 


AMERICAN GARDEN GUILD BOOK CLUB, 
Dept. 6FG, Garden City, New York 


THE GARDENER’S OWN BOOK CLUB 
SAVES YOU MONEY ON THE BEST NEW GARDEN BOOKS 
HE American Garden Guild Book 24 months—yes, only 4 books during 


~ first 2 years as a member—are all ; . Se . . d, the two 
“ 0 best newly- — y bd Enroll me as a member, Send me at once, postpaid, the | 
published books pg y be p you agree to purchase! books checked below—and bill me ONLY $2.89 FOR BOTH, 
: . : d } Modern Gardenin 
gardening—selected by an editorial FREE BONUS BOOKS Ol a Se este | SSeoos dor Boome Pe 
panel of famous experts including With every fourth book you select, the ‘2 ——— — a“ ane | Taylor's Eneyctogetia of 
Montague Free, former Horticultur- Club sends you — absolutely FREE —a eee C) Treasury of American Gardening 
ist for the Brooklyn Botanical Gar- Fand-new, full-size garden book of spe- 


- cial value and interest. Usually worth 
den, and Fred F. Rockwell, well- $3.00 each or more, these Free Bonus 


known gardening authority. Books represent a big extra saving on 


: our 
Club selections are beautifully printed your purchases. 
and bound, profusely illustrated, often 


Also send my first issue of the Garden Bulletin, telling me 
about the new forthcoming Garden Book Club selections. I 
may notify you in advance if I do not wish the following 
month's selection. The purchase of books is entirely voluntary 
on my part. I am not ane to accept more than 4 books 


SS Se SS SS SSS SS SSS SS 


— in 24 months of membership. ay nothing except the price 
with full-color photos and paintings by SEND NO MONEY of each selection I accept iciub pays postage)—and, with 
famous horticultural artists. Yet they Just mail the coupon. We will send you every fourth selection, I am to receive FREE your current 
come to you at an average saving of any two books you choose from this page Bonus Book. 

20% from the price of publishers’ edi- —value up to $13.45 in publishers’ edi. NO-RISK GUARANTEE: If not delighted. return both 
- ae ; - 
tions! Selections cover the entire range tions—and you will be billed only $2. books in 7 days and me mbership ‘w be cancelled 
of gardeners’ interests—flowers, fruits, (We pay posta Y¥ Thereafter, you ati Mr. 
trees, vegetables, shrubs, house plants, receive regularly the Club's ‘illustrated DAES. oc ccccccccccccvcccnecccccccccccccoccccscccesesees Gtense 
birds, wild flowers, landscaping, garden “Garden uiletia,’ * which describes the Miss 
mg building and care. But you forthcoming book selections. Take only DN . «5a aged hinbadbaacaddoabesedesanee ies 

only the books you want! the books you want, when you want City & 

——~*: requires no dues of any them. Mail coupon now. American 8 i SD Fos oh State. .ccece rae 
kind! You do not even have to take a Garden Guild Book Club, Garden City, 2 : 

. Selection price slightly higher in ae ja. Address American Garden Guild 

book every month. As few as 4 books in New York. Canada), 105 Bond St., Toronto 2, O Offer good in U.S. & Qanada only. 
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Sn eg ee 


JACKSON & PERKINS CORDIALLY INVITE 


PROGRAM 
JUNE 12-JUNE 26 


JUNE 12 Coronation é- 

i in Amphitheatr : 
emaen & Perkins Rose Gar 
den, 2:30 P.M. 


‘ a 
UNE 7 Al Sisson Day } 
a fabulous Jackson & Perkins 

Rose Garden. 


JUNE 18 Festival of Roses Pa- 


rade — gala procession through 
the streets of Newark. 


NE 19 Sampson Air Force 
capt in Jackson & Perkins 
Rose Garden. 


JUNE 22 state Garden_ Club 


Day—takes place in our Garden 
House, 11 A.M. 


JUNE 23 Senior Citizens Day 


—held in Rose Garden Amphi- 
theatre, 2:30 P.M. 


JUNE 24 Governor » Day — 


: New York 
eremony to hono 
Sunes official flower, the Rose 


JUNE 25 American Rose So- 


ciety Day — takes place in our 
Garden House, 9 A.M. 


JUNE 26 National veg oben 
— mony to h n e d 
rime Chase, Smith —_ —_ 
resentative Frances P. Bo : 
End of Festival. 
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17 acres of the world’s finest Modern Roses . . . Hy- 
brid Teas, Floribundas, Climbers, Novelties, All- 


America Winners—all the important rose varieties GARDENS OPEN ALL SEASON 4 
growing under ideal conditions. EASY TO GET TO | 
SE 4 new home-size rose gardens—showing you how to 


We sincerely hope you will find time to visit Newark, NEW YORK 
use roses to best advantage in your garden! 


and see our Rose Festival this year. There’ll be a wonderful time for 


all! Festival ends on June 26th—but even if you can’t make it out 
here for the festivities, our Rose Garden is open all season long— 
SEE the magnificent 400-ft. Perennial Border on either right up until October, and admission is always free! 
side of the gardens! 


Newark, NEW YORK is on Route 31, between Syracuse and Ro- 
chester. Or Route 88 off East Exit 42 or West Exit 43 if you are on 
SEF and hear many famous radio stars . . 


. and enjoy the 
many special events we have prepared 


the Thruway. Also on the main line of the New York Central R.R. 
for your 
entertainment. 


and Greyhound Busses. REMEMBER—our Garden is blooming in 
its full glory right up till frost—so don’t miss seeing it this year! 














YOU TO ATTEND THEIR WORLD FAMOUS 
| +++ and SEE Thousands upon Thousands 


of the WORLD'S FINEST ROSES 


SEE These Brand-New J«P Rose Creations 
for the First Time! 


SPARTAN (Pl. Pat. #1357) THE SENSA- 
TIONAL NEW J&P WONDER 


FLORIBUNDA ROSE! — one of the most 
beautiful Roses ever created! Scores of gorge- 
ous burnt-orange buds slowly open to huge, 
high-centered hybrid-tea-shaped blooms — 
flushed with a sparkling warm ORANGE- 
RED color! More than 100 long, long stems 
on each plant—ideal for cutting! Exception- 
ally hardy—blooms from early Spring to frost, 
Sweetly fragrant. 





KONRAD ADENAUER 


(P.R.R.) A “show-stopping” Hy- 
brid Teal Huge, pointed, dark- 
red buds open to an even darker 
and lovelier red—reflecting a lux. 
urious velvety sheen. And so des 
lightfuliy fragrant, too. 


GLADIATOR 


(P.R.R.) The new champion of 
Climbing Roses! Truly immense 
5-INCH BLOOMS are a brilliant 
rose-red and bloom and rebloom 
all season long on hardy 8 to 10 
feet high plants. A truly delicate 
and pleasing fragrance. 


GOLDEN FLEECE 


(P.R.R.) A brand-new yellow 
Floribunda—as bright as the 
sunlight itself! The lovely, 
tawny gold buds slowly open 
to a light shade of rich, warm 
gold...and then flare into a 
bright, dazzling canary color! 
And what blooms! Unusually 
large — 4” to 444” across — 


NEW FALL 1955 CATALOG they grow gracefully with as 


many as 20 individual blooms 
READY SOON! RESERVE ae 
YOUR FREE COPY NOW! 


In a few pa gut nnatoow ne 

1955 Catalog of Roses and Perennials 

will be ready for general distribution. MAIL COUPON FOR DREE CATALOG 
= make = you receive your JACKSON & PERKINS co 

ree copy, mail the coupon at once— . 

and we will send you a copy as soon 113 Rose Lane, Newark NEW YORK 

as it comes off the press. You won’t Please . 
want to miss this exciting new issue— reserve fi 
for it contains all the brand-new J&P Rose Catalog, 
Roses! And you'll see all the estab- easy-to-grow J 
lished favorites—plus scores of hardy natural col 
J&P Perennials—plus money-saving color 
group offers, planting hints, etc. Re- 
member, to reserve your free copy, 
mail coupon NOW! 


or me a FREE copy of your bi 
Picturing and describing the home 
&P Modern Roses and Perennial 


new Fall 1955 
st and best in 
S...all in full 
as it comes off 


- I am to receive my copy as soon 





Let Davey safeguard your trees, too 


the most valuable possessions in your outdoor living room 


What a joy your trees are—shade and color, whisperings to a 
breeze and blessed privacy for your leisure hours. 

Don’t they deserve good care, expert care? 

Trees become straggly in wornout soil, especially on well-cared- 
for lawns where they’re deprived of natural conditions. Feeding 
now with modern Davey methods can assure full lush foliage. And 
strength, too, to fight off disease and insect attack. Pruning is also 
desirable to remove unsightly dead and dangerous limbs which 
may cause great harm to your priceless trees. ‘Trees are subject to 
damage from many causes which a professional can diagnose in 
early stages. Davey men have saved many a client money by catching 
trouble while it was still small. 

\ Davey man will gladly give your trees a checkup. At the same 
time you can ask about lightning rods for trees, or w ays to protect 
your trees from wind damage. Or perhaps you may wish to con- 
sider the planting of additional trees for a vista. These are all im- 
portant considerations in the beauty and enjoyment of your out- 
door living room. 

If you can’t find “Davey” in your phone book, please write for 
information or estimates direct to Kent, Ohio— 


DAVEY 


hee Expert Company 


SAVING SERVICE IN THE WORLD 


MARTIN L. DAVEY Jr., PRESIDENT 








Readers ; 
Own Corner 


A Reader’s Reward 


Dear Editor: 

The article in the March 1954 issue of 
FLOWER GROWER by George H. Pring and 
Ladislaus Cutak was very interesting and 
helpful. In applying the helpful hints of 
this article, I have had success with water- 
lilies, as you will see by the snapshots. 

The night-blooming tropical H. C. 
Haarstick did fairly well . . . but the 


pool was a little on the small side for it; 
I had to cut some leaves off from time to 
time. The pool is just a 4-foot, egg-shaped 
pool. In this case, one does better to stick 
to the small- and medium-sized day-bloom- 
ing tropical water-lilies—JAMEs S. BLACK, 
Rodney, Ontario, Canada. 








Plant Strawberries Now! 


eit is possible to have your own 
garden-fresh strawberries this year 
even though you neglected to set out 
plants last fall or early this spring. 
How? Obtainable now are _ pot 
plants of Rep Ricn, the patented 
everbearing strawberries which, be- 
cause they were grown in a green- 
house, have a six-week start when 
you receive them and plant them in 
your garden this month. The whole- 
sale grower has announced that 
nurseries will be shipping them in 
pots that decompose in the soil. 
When set out—pot and all—they 
continue to grow unchecked. 
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Uses BLOSSOM-SET Hormone on Tomatoes — WINS PRIZE! 


‘ae 
WS 





Mr. Harry C. Kling of Tyrone, Pa., 
exhibits his prize winning cluster of 
nine giant tomatoes which weighed 
11% Ibs an average of 11% 
Ibs. each . . . and won a prize at a 
garden show! 





PLANTS GROW LIKE MAGIC! 


Transplants and Nursery Stock 
Take Root MUCH FASTER 
when fed with 


GARDEN-LIFE 
Soluble PLANT FOOD 


The High-Powered liquid 
fertilizer with the 
Greatest Plant Food Content! 


You'll grow bigger and bet- 
ter plants of all kinds... 
you'll have larger, more 
colorful blooms . . . bigger, 
tastier fruits and vegetables 
which ripen earlier ...a 
more luxurious lawn 

healthier, more vigorous 
shrubs and trees when you 
use GARDEN-LIFE, the 
high-powered soluble ferti- 
lizer with the greatest plant 
food content plus the root 
developing hormone 


Marvelous for Transplanting 
Nothing . . . absolutely nothing . . . surpasses 
GARDEN-LIFE as a transplant starter. Your trans- 
plants suffer hardly no shock, resume growth 
almost at once with practically no wilting, no re- 
placing of delicate flowers, tender tomatoes, 
shrubs or trees. 


New Growth Vigor for All Plants! 


GARDEN-LIFE’s very high analysis (10-52-17) plus 
its root-developing hormone and its instant and 
complete solubility in water makes new growth 
vigor more quickly available for everything that 
grows, from tender dlings and ts to 
arden plants, lawns and trees. Use om foliar 
edien too! Wonderful for African Violets! 


GET GARDEN-LIFE TODAY! 
When you use GARDEN-LIFE, you'll agree with 
thousands of others, it is the best soluble plant 
food you've ever used. 

5 oz. (makes 5-10 goals.)........... $0.50 
14 oz. (makes 14-28 gals.). 1.00 





Ripen Much EARLIER 
with BLOSSOM-SET! 
16 Plants Yield Over 400 Ibs! 


Just spray BLOSSOM-SET Hormone on to- 
mato flowers. Stops dropping of blossoms. 
Practically every blossom sets fruit. Toma- 
toes ripen up to three weeks earlier. 
Fruits are larger, meatier, better-tasting. 
Yields are much bigger. Many Tomatoes 
are SEEDLESS! 


Hormone sprayed tomato (right) is larger, 
meatier, firmer, seedless. Unsprayed tomato 
(left) is watery, with flabby, jelly-like pulp. 


EXPERIMENT STATION PROOF! 
Experiment Stations all over the country 
have proved the effectiveness of BLOS- 
SOM-SET. Here are some of the test re- 
sults: Massachusetts first picking 
yielded 276 ripe tomatoes from 88 plants 
sprayed with BLOSSOM-SET; not a single 
one was ripe on 88 unsprayed plants. 
Georgia . . . BLOSSOM-SET sprayed plot 
yields 30 Ibs. compared with 11% Ibs. from 
unsprayed plot in first 342 weeks of pick- 
ing. Minnesota . . . Plants sprayed with 
BLOSSOM-SET yield ripe tomatoes two 
weeks earlier than unsprayed plants. 


ONE GIANT CLUSTER OF 
‘. 9 TOMATOES WEIGHS 11% Ibs! 





UNSOLICITED LETTER FROM 
PRIZEWINNER HARRY C. KLING 


about BLOSSOM-SET 
“This last Spring | purchased a bottle of 
BLOSSOM-SET which | used on tomatoes 
with wonderful results. | had one bed of 
16 plants and up until this date (Sept. 14th) 
1 have picked 279 Ibs. from the 16 plants, 
and if we have no frost for another two 
— | estimate there will be another 150 


The fruits came in clusters of 4 to 8 fully 
developed tomatoes and you will note by 
enclosed picture, one cluster weighed 1114 

Ibs. All the blossoms of each cluster de- 
velop nice, smooth tomatoes and ripen 
much earlier with treatment of BLOSSOM- 
SET.” 


Yours, 


Harry C. Kling 
Tyrone, Pa. 


(signed) 











YOU CAN DO IT TOO! 


Just spray BLOSSOM-SET on your tomato 
plants. Be sure to use genuine BLOSSOM-SET, 
the hormone made specifically for tometoes, 
not for apples or fruits! 





Use NEW 
Aerosol 
© BLOSSOM-SET! 
The convenient, 
com way to use 
1 SSOM : *: 
f ust push the 
“asso sth button and. . 
WHOOSH ‘ 
eh. the job is "done! 
so a Treats 100 plants. 
; wm 1|Or use regular 
0 te BLOSSOM-SET in 
4 ordinary sprayer. 











Aerosol BLOSSOM-SET 
12 oz. can (trects 100 plants) i 
Regular BLOSSOM-SET 
4 oz. (makes gal. corey 
1 pt. (makes 4 gals. spray) cents os 
8 oz. Ag. Conc. (makes 50 gals.).. 





Stop Mowing Lawn Edges! 


Just Spray With Amazing STOP-GRASS— 
Grass Stays Short for Months! No Mowing! 


No more. back-breaking 
work on your hands and 
knees, cutting and trim- aR 
ming lawn edges in the hot 
summer sun! This won- 
derful chemical discovery, 
STOP-GRASS, containing 
MH-40, makes grass grow 
so slowly that it stays short 
and doesn’t have to be 
trimmed for up to 3 or 4 
months. Just spray STOP- 
GRASS on lawn edges or 
other hard-to-mow grass 
edges (around trees, flower 
beds, along fences, etc.) 


cut and trim it just once, then forget it! The grass ing. 
actually continues to grow, but so very slowly that SE that makes 
it won’t need to be trimmed for months! And 


remains beautifully green. 


SO EASY TO USE! 


Just mix with water and spray or sprinkle = grass. 


Drift will not harm flowers, shrubs or tree: 


SAVE WEAR AND TEAR ON YOURSELF. “WITH 


it plants ripen over 


For 50% to 100% Bigger 


STRAWBERRIES 


Blackberries and Raspberries 


Spray with BERRY-SET 


The original berry hormone that has 
been thoroughly tested and proved by 
Experiment Stations, State Colleges and 
the U. S. Dept. of Agriculture. 

You'll get berries that are 50% to 
100% bigger; berries that are meatier, 
more luscious, and 

have fewer seeds 

You'll ng Fy Sie 

ing these Y- 

SET sprayed fruits BERRY-SET 
earlier and keep 
on picking them 
long after plants 
usually stop bear- 
it’s BERRY- 





a longer period. 
Just mix BERRY- 
SET with water, 
and spray. RE- 
SULT: Berries like 
you've never had 








STOP-GRASS! USED BY PROFESSIONAL LAND- before! 


SCAPERS: 


Just Spray . — BERRY-SET! . 


DUA, Ge, Clee GOD OG. GR.). ww ww ccccccacs $1.00 1 oz. (makes 


2 Ibs. (makes 32-64 gals.)............ 2.25 a I OU BD. 5 sa oc n ees codce 2.25 3 oz. (makes “7° gals.). 
5 ibs. (makes 80-160 gals.).......... 4.50 Fe - SSS arr 6.95 12 oz. (makes 48 gals.) 


SCIENCE PRODUCTS COMPANY, INC. 


1230 E. 63rd Street Dept. F 65 Chicago 37, Illinois 











Available at all good garden supply stores. If 

unavailable at your dealer, order direct from us. 

RESULTS GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK! 
No Stamps, No C.O.D’s . . . please 
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BEST BUY 
IN GARDEN 
BOOKS . . . 


BURRAGE ON VEGETABLES 
by Albert C. Burrage 


. perhaps the most unusual 
book dealing with vegetables... 
tells not only how to grow and 
harvest choice table delicacies, 
but reveals an epicure’s delight 
in flavors by even suggesting 
varieties that offer shade dif- 
ferences in taste.’-—CHICAGO 
TRIBUNE 


“One of the outstanding fea- 
tures is a comprehensive dis- 
cussion on planning and plant- 
ing a week-end or minimum-care 
small garden plot.”—INDIAN.- 
APOLIS STAR 


a - a highly personalized 
and delighttully written garden 


book.”-—HORTICULTURE 


224 pages, $4.50 


THE ARNOLD ARBORETU! 
GARDEN BOOK 
by Donald Wyman 


“Of special interest to individ- 
uals wishing to simplify their 

maintenance problems.” 
PORTLAND (ORE.) 
JOURNAL 


“To persons interested in orna- 
mental woody plants this will be 
a book not only of much inter- 
est, but of prime reference value 
for the information it contains 
on recent horticultural work as 
to such plants and their uses.” 


FLORISTS REVIEW 
352 pages, $5.95 


Order these books today! 





D. VAN NOSTRAND COMPANY, Inc. 
250 - 4th Ave., New York 3, N. Y. 


Send me 


copy(ies) BURRAGE ON VEGETABLES 
2 $4.50 ea. 


copy(ies) ARNOLD ARBORETUM 
GARDEN BOOK @ $5.95 ea 


| enclose $ 
NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 
ZONE 














New Gardening books 


GREEDY GARDENERS. kich- 
ardson Wright. 96 pages. Illus- 
trated. $3.50. J. B. Lippincott 
Co., Philadelphia and New York. 


EVERY FOUR or five years he puts paper 
to typewriter and does another of the great 
books of gardening. Not that they are 
ponderous think-tomes; the thinking you 
do is from the wit and the wisdom, not the 
number of pounds. Some of them have 
given hours of reading pleasure: all have 
added hours of gardening pleasure. For 
this man Richardson Wright writes as the 
best of us might hope to write a letter: 
fresh and clear and friendly. The old 
editor still turns out the grand copy. 


\ beginner might love the many sub- 
jects, the broad, broad look at gardening. 
A rose expert, though, will find places to 
stop; a nurseryman will get a new look at 
his customers; a Cape Codder will get the 
closest local conversation. Subjects cov- 
roses, lilies, lilacs, peonies, some 
shrubs and small trees, narcissus, iris, 
house plants, and plant societies. But no 
list tells about Richardson Wright and how 
he writes. It’s something special, and 
good.—J.R.W. 


ered: 


GUIDE TO GARDENING WITH 
YOUNG PEOPLE. Richard R. 
Kinney. 210 pages. Illustrated. 
$3.25. Prentice-Hall, Inc., New 
York. 


AFTER READING sO many gardening books 
written by experts for the experienced gar- 
dener, it is refreshing to read a book writ- 
ten solely for the beginner, especially the 
young gardener. The author, Richard R. 
Kinney, has the ability to foresee all the 
questions that might arise in the young 
gardener’s mind. His writing is simple, 
clear and concise, uncluttered by “if’s” 
and “but’s” and insignificant little details. 

The opening words of the Introduction 
set the tone of the whole book—one of 
sincerity, understanding, simplicity and 
helpfulness. Mr. Kinney writes: “Boys 
and girls, this can be your very own book 
on gardening. . . . It is the best and 
healthiest hobby there is. 

“[ have purposely omitted all the big 
and complicated names and terms. You 
can always look them up in the encyclo- 
pedia, anyhow. I have made the instruc- 
tions short and to the point because I 
know that is the way young folks like 
them. The Guide has all the basic direc- 
tions for planting and caring for a garden 
ae a 


This book is profusely illustrated with 
unusually fine drawings that are partic- 
ularly attractive to young people. The 
second half of the book includes many 
fascinating projects: indoor cactus gardens 
and aquariums; dyeing flowers; growing 
carrot and beet tops, avocados and seed- 
lings; making corsages and flower ar- 
rangements; planting trees and shrubs; and 
summer vacation gardening. 

The Guide holds a treasure of ideas for 
mother and dad as well as for teachers, 
playground directors, scout leaders and 
others working with children.—C.S.U. 


GARDENING 
T. H. Everett. 
trated. $2.00. 
Co., New York. 


HANDBOOK. 
144 pages. Iilus- 
Arco Publishing 


THIS NEW AND REVISED edition is Arco’s 
newest do-it-yourself Handy Book, and is 
by an author with thirty-nine years of 
experience in horticulture. Mr. Everett 
is horticulturist of the New York Botan- 
ical Garden and is well-known to FLOWER 
GROWER readers. 

Though a small book, it is packed with 
information of a practical nature for the 
gardener. It has 310 photographs, 115 
drawings, 12 charts, a listing of garden 
information sources and a garden calendar. 

PIP. 
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AN INTRODUCTION TO ORNI- 
THOLOGY. George J. Wallace. 
443 pages. Illustrated. $8.00. The 
Macmillan Co., New York 


BirD WATCHERS and nature lovers will be 
interested in this authoritative study treat- 
ing nearly every aspect of ornithology—a 
study which will be easily understood by 
the general reader. 

It covers: external and internal features, 
sense organs, annual cycles of courtship 
and mating, migration, distribution and 
food habits, classification of all of the 
birds in the world and, among other 
things, the background [SEE PAGE 98] 





June American Garden 


Guild Book Club Selection 


@ The June selection is The Com- 
plete Book of Annuals by F. F. 
Rockwell and Esther C. Grayson 
(Doubleday). 

Mr. Rockwell is the senior editor 
of FLower Grower. Both he and 
his wife are well known horticul- 
tural writers and have been the 
authors of a number of books on 
gardening. 
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Amazing New Automatic Gardener 
Wipes Out Crabgrass, Weeds and Insects 
-Fertilizes Your Entire Garden “iso ren 


SUNDAY PAPER! 
How would you like to have the greenest, thickest, lushest lawn in your 


neighborhood . . . without a single blade of crabgrass, chickweed or any 
other weed to mar the beauty of that lawn? How would you like to see 
your trees, your shrubs, your vegetables, your flowers, your whole garden 
burst forth into the healthiest, most luxurious bloom you've ever seen? 
How would you like to have that breathtaking lawn and garden absolutely 
free of bugs and insect pests? And how would you like to enjoy this 
garden of your dreams this very season . . . without hard work, without 
spending a lot of time and money. . 


. without expending any more extra 


effort, in fact, than it takes to press a button or turn on a faucet! 


Amazing New Invention Practically 
Grows Garden For You! 
Pictured at the right is the Hydromix 
Automatic Gardener. With this amaz- 
ing new invention attached to your 
hose faucet you can free your lawn 
and garden of crabgrass . . . without 
bending down to dig up a single weed 
- without endangering your grass 
and shrubs with deadly chemicals.. . 
without dragging around a heavy tank 
or sprayer! Easily and scientifically, 
you can eliminate every bug and in- 
sect that threatens your lawn, garden, 
trees, etc. You can even protect your 
home from termites ... never again 
be bothered by mosquitoes or flies. 
You can make your lawn grow thick- 
er, greener, richer in just seven days 
+ » » make your vegetables, shrubs, 
trees, flowers burst into the most 
luxurious bloom you've ever seen... 

even in poor soil or sand! 

Twist of the Wrist Keeps Your Lawn 
Free of Crabgrass and Weeds 

All you do is attach the Hydromix 

Automatic Gardener to your hose 
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Just 2 minutes of your time can 
make your crabgrass-choked lawn 
as weed-free as the finest golf green! 

faucet. Fill it with Hydromix Crab- 
grass and Weed Preventer solution. 
Then turn on your sprinkler. That’s 
all! While you sit back and read the 
Sunday paper, the Hydromix Auto- 
matic Gardener directs the amazing 
new Hydromix Crabgrass and Weed 
Preventer thru your sprinkler and on 
your lawn. Because it kills only 
sprouting seed, the Hydromix Crab- 
grass and Weed preventer is absolute- 
ly harmless to established crops. Use 
it as directed on your lawn, shrubs, 
trees, vegetables, even delicate flow- 
ers! In fact, soil-enriching chemicals 
have been added to the Crabgrass 
and Weed Preventer formula! 


Now Rid Your Lawn of Established 


Crabgrass and Chickweed, Too! 
That’s right — with Hydromix Crab- 
grass Killer! It contains potassium 
cyanate, sure death to crabgrass and 
chickweed, yet can be used safely 
around children and pets. With just 
a few waves of your hose, you can 
actually eliminate every blade of 
crabgrass and chickweed — even on 
grounds so overrun you couldn’t see 
the soil through the weeds. 

New Way To Fertilize Your 
Lawn and Garden. 
While other gardeners spend hours 
wrestling with heavy sacks of fer- 
tilizer, trudging up and down their 
lawn in the hot sun pushing their 
spreaders—you can sit back and watch 
your entire lawn and garden fertilized 
for you! The nourishing growth-pro- 


ducing elements in Hydromix Soluble 
Fertilizer penetrate deep into every 
root, stem, tissue — even the tips of 
leaves — in minutes! 

Here's An Easy Way To Kill 
Every Common Garden Insect! 
Now you can kill every common bug 
and insect pest that threatens your 
plants, shrubs, vegetables and flowers 

all at the same time! You even 
protect your entire property from flies 





WHAT A WAY TO GARDEN! 


Read this page and learn how a 


new miracle of 
do y 
sprinkle’ 
out 


can 


bugs 


modern science 
our chores for you — 
away weeds wipe 
and insects and 


even fertilize your lawn for you! 











Turn any hose into a Power Spray 
. . » protect the most inaccessible 
plants from bugs and insects! 


and mosquitoes! Just attach the bottle 
of Hydromix Garden Insecticide to 
your Hydromix Automatic Gardener, 
and turn on your faucet. With a wave of 
your hose, you can spray your tree tops 

all the way up to 30 feet in the air! For 
vegetables and delicate flowers, use the 
special mist nozzle. It screws on to the end 
of your hose and directs a fine, fan-like 
mist that covers and protects your plants! 


Banish Bugs and Termites Forever— 
With Hydromix Lawn & Termite Spray 


Hydromix Lawn and Termite Spray 
means instant death to Japanese and 
Asiatic beetle grubs, chinch bugs, chig- 
gers, ants and ticks keeps them from 
invading your garden! And in the same 
way it protects your home from proper- 
ty-destroying termites! Why, just one 
simple application can save you the com- 
plete cost of all the Hydromix products! 


Use With Any Average Water Pressure 
No matter how much or how little water 
flows from your faucet ; no matter 
how high or low your water pressure 

the Hydromix Automatic Gardener al- 
ways mixes the right amount of Hydro- 
mix chemicals for you scientifically, 
accurately, automatically! And you never 
have to worry about ‘‘feed-back’’ into 
your water supply, because of the auto- 
matic check valve 


Mail Coupon Now For 90-Day 


Free Trial! 

Send now for 90-day free-trial of any or 
all of these amazing new Hydromix prod- 
ucts. Use them on your lawn and garden 
with this guarantee: You must be abso- 
lutely delighted with these Hydromix 
products, or you get your money back! 
But you must act immediately. Mail 
no-risk coupon now! 


Special! Hydromix Automatic 
Gardener Yours FREE! 


To introduce you to these amazing new 
Hydromix products, Doggett-Pfeil have 
prepared a special kit containing all the 
Hydromix products described above 
During this introductory offer, it 

yours for only $9.94 . . . a savings of 
$3.95! Act now to take advantage of this 
special offer! It saves you the full price 
of one Hydromix Automatic Gardener! 


Doggett-Pfeil Co., Springfield, N. J. 
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Read how a few waves of your wrist 
make 
under-size, tasteless vegetables and a 


can 


harvest 


dicated 
man 
charge 
every 
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HYDROMIX DIVISION 

DOGGETT-PFEIL Co., Dpt. FG-6, Springfield, N.J. 
Please send me HYDROMIX products in- 


pr 


the difference between 


of mouth-watering beauties! 
— eee 


below. On arrival, I will pay post- 
ice indicated, plus small delivery 
HYDROMIX must satisfy me in 





way—or I may return it within 90 
days for full 


refund. 


Dealer 
and 
Jobber 
Inquiries 
Invited 
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Quantity 


PRODUCT 


PRICE 





AUTOMATIC GARDENER KIT Containing 
FREE Automatic Gardener, plus 
HYDROMIX Garden Insecticide, 8 0: 

Lawn and Termite Spray, 8 oz 

Crabgrass & Weed Preventer, 12 oz 
Crabgrass & Chickweed Killer, 1 Ib 

Soluble Fertilizer, 21 oz.; Mist Nozzle 
Regular $13.89 Value, 

but yours at this Special Introductory Price 





COMPLETE 
KIT ONLY 
$9.94 


(You Save 
$3.95) 





AUTOMATIC GARDENER INSECTICIDE 
KIT Containing 1 Automatic Gardener 
Garden Insecticide, 8 oz.; Mist Nozzle 
Regular Value $6.29 

but yours at this Special Introductory Price 


COMPLETE 
KIT ONLY 
$5.95 
(You Save 
34c) 





Use Spaces Below to Order Hydromix Products Sepa 


rately 











HYDROMIX AUTOMATIC GARDENER 


we $3.95 





HYDROMIX GARDEN INSECTICIDE (8 oz.) 


1.45 





HYDROMIX LAWN & TERMITE 
SPRAY (8 oz.) 


1.45 





ssadl 


HYDROMIX CRABGRASS & WEED 
PREVENTER (12 oz.) 


1.95 





HYDROMIX CRABGRASS & CHICKWEED 
KILLER (1 lb.) 


1.95 





HYDROMIX SOLUBLE FERTILIZER 
Zz.) 


(21 _0z 


2.25 











HYDROMIX MIST NOZZLE 


89 





SAVE MORE! Check here if you are enclosing full payment now. We pay 
all delivery and postage charges . 








Address............ 


Cit 


Tone 


State 
_—_———_—o 


Same money back guarantee 
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You'll like Acme All Round | “epert of 
. a» || the Month 


“How I Summer 





My House Plants” 


PUMP GUN lst AWARD: =H. E. Chambers, 
| El Dorado, Kansas 


Ss P R AY 8 OM e D ST TWO YEARS AGO we had aluminum storm 
eee eee U windows installed in our home, leaving 


enough old window screens to _ install 


. - | a screen house along the north side of 

now in 3 handy forms for any SiZ@ Garden | tre esrsve ris ve laid’ hav of bricks 
Then we nailed together the sides and top 

and tied these to the side of the garage, 
These safe, sure Acme Quality products are the result of 30 years of with the screens resting on the row of 
experience in the formulation of quality insecticides. They will bricks. We put a 1- x 4-inch center post 
effectively control a wide variety of insect pests, blights and fungi, ‘in front and hinged two screens to it for 
such as common chewing insects, worms, aphids, thrips, leaf spot, openings. We spaded the soil and added a 
etc. Now available in three handy forms—spray, dust or bomb—to gent see soninener. An caves trough on 
fill your need, whether you garden an acre plot or a window box. OF. gare ant queteeies Ge ethene Rome. 


P 1 ith d h All my house plants, some tuberous 
opular with gardeners everywhere. begonias, and a few plants | particularly 


wanted for arrangement foliage, such as 
plaintain- or hosta-lilies, just about filled 
up this screen house. We left some plants 
in pots plunged to their rims and planted 

“I like Acme All Round Spray because other plants directly in the soil. 

it's easy to mix, and it gives me maxi- Because the plants did so well, we were 
% mum protection economically.” encouraged to spray, water, and fertilize 
them more regularly during the summer. 
About sixty days last summer were over 
100° and the temperature occasionally 
went up to 115°. During a water shortage 
we carried well water to keep what we 
could of the yard plants alive. But our 
screen house plants thrived, even with 
the minimum of care and watering. And 
they furnished the only cuttings we had 
for arrangements—mostly foliage to use 
on Sins dati ith Meehan tn te a F ; with driftwood and decorative objects. 
handy, reedy-towne pump gun. Ws ie i , _ In the fall we had fine plants to repot 
quick, ond | don't have to invest in ~- | . for the house during the winter, and some 
any spray equipment.” , J id ! ff extra ones for friends. Our house plants 

t have been finer than ever this winter. 








2nd AWARD: Joe B. Parks, 


Vienna, Virginia 





LAST YEAR we fixed a special place out- 
doors for our house plants. 
“I like the Acme All Round Bomb. It's A spot facing north where the house 
clean to use indoors or out. | keep my forms a shallow “L” is shaded from the 
few rose bushes and indoor plants bug- sun on the southeast and southwest (ex- 
free with a minimum of effort.” | cept in late afternoon), and is somewhat 
mescnane orvnon protected from the prevailing winds. | In 
ACME QUALITY PAINTS, INC. this corner I built a raised 4- x 6-foot 
DETROIT 11, MICHIGAN bed using the house foundation for two 
sides. For the other two sides I cut to 
proper length two pieces of 4%2- x 10-inch 


| N S E CTl Cl D E S redwood and treated them with penta- 
chlorophenol to prevent rot and termites. 

+s +e Next I d > a 2-foot 2- 4-inch stake 

Fungicides yt Herbicides ex rove a oo x 4-inch stake 


(treated) into the ground fourteen inches 
AMERICAS BEST SELLING /NSECTIC/DES at the outside corner of the bed, and 
nailed the boards to this stake. 
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ROTO-HOE rotor action pulls it ahead; you simply guide it — easy, 


EMU ELI RMm ‘stoxine exercise 


ROTO-HOE gives you maximum effectiveness, is narrow to operate 


Fast, Thorough Cultivation ? between rows, leaves no “dead spot” in the row. 


ROTO-HOE’s many “customer proven” attachments give you year 


Adaptability, Utility ? ‘round use at lowest cost (see below). 


ROTO-HOE is America’s Outstanding Value. It pioneered the “‘tiller- 


Most for Your Money? on-front’” movement many years ago, and its leadership guarantees 


top quality at low price. 


ROTO-HOE users are “HAPPY GARDENERS.” They get more work done, 


Lasting Satisfaction? easier—and enjoy their healthful gardening hobby. 


HOW TO BEA 
“HAPPY GARDENER" 


Visit your ROTO-HOE dealer. Arrange for him to demonstrate 
ROTO-HOE for you, let you operate it yourself. You see many 
people find it difficult to believe what a wonderful machine it is— 
until they try it! Then you'll see for yourself just how much help 
a ROTO-HOE will be to you—and how inexpensive it is—only $134 
complete, ready to go to work and make you a “Happy Gardener.” 
And he will also tell you about the famous 20’ ROTO-CUTTER 
and other low-cost attachments. (If you don’t know the name of 
your nearest dealer, use coupon below. We will send you his name 
and address, as well as our beautiful new 1955 catalog in FULL 
COLOR. It’s free, and a demonstration will be gladly made for 
you, without obligation. ) 


YOU'LL SAVE PLENTY WITH THESE 
LOW-COST ATTACHMENTS 


They make your ROTO-HOE useful all year ’round. Here (at left) is 
the basic ROTO-HOE power unit with rotary cultivator attached — 
the complete ROTO-HOE that costs only $134—surrounded by the 
low-cost attachments. They are from top center, clockwise: ROTO- 
ZEPHYR SPRAYER ($77), ROTO-SNOW BLOWER ($38), 
ROTO-BUZZ SAW ($42.50), 20” ROTO-CUTTER Mower ($34.50), 
and SAFE-SPEED EDGER ($34.50). All are quickly interchangeable, 
easy to use. May be purchased in any combination wanted, whenever 
desired. See your dealer now. 


TO ROTO-HOE & Sprayer Co. FG-655 
Box 1, Newbury, Ohio 


NEW 4-COLOR 
CATALOG FREE 


Please send me your beautiful new 16-page, four-color 
catalog FREE, and the name and address of nearby dealer 
where I may see the complete ROTO-HOE line. 


' 
! 
I 
Gives the full facts about all | 
3 ROTO-HOE models. Sent | 
along with name of your near- | 
est dealer, free on request. I 

! 

I 

I 


ROTO-HOE & Sprayer Co. 


Box 1 NEWBURY, OHIO eg i FI Micccnaccacneisnsenesnececieanstanenlinneiaieisanin 
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Add beauty and neatness 
to your lawn and garden 


with everlasting plastic garden fixtures 


Here's the ultra-modern trellis for climbing plants — roses, 
morning glories, vines, vegetables — for all plants that need 
stem support. AKAY’s solid white, plastic trellis is reinforced 
for added strength... will not rust, rot, crack or fade. It’s 
break-resistant... practically everlasting...the perfect replace- 
ment for outdated wood or metal. 


Two 3’ high by 15” wide sections assemble quickly, easily 
into one 6’ high by 15” wide trellis. Get yours now from 
your favorite garden supply dealer, or direct from Akay at 
$2.98 per set of two, postage paid. Guaranteed. No COD'’s. 

Here's a sturdy white plastic sectional picket fence for lawns, 
gardens, corner markers. Molded from break-resistant plastic. 
Weather resistant — color-fast — practical and inexpensive. 


ADD-A-FENCE doesn't rot or rust—never needs painting. 
Add to it as you wish. Each section 161” wide by 14” high. 
Buy it from your favorite garden supply dealer...or direct 
from Akay at $2.94 for 6 sections, 

postpaid. Guaranteed. No COD's. 


Write now for FREE 
descriptive literature 


Dept. FG-6 
ED CORPORATION 
Division of Hauser Products, Inc. 


4034 North Kolmar Avenue 
Chicago 41, Illinois 





OWN NURSERIES 
UF HOLLAND 


Now is the ideal time to prepare for Fall Planting 


To aid you in having a finer and more beautiful flower garden than ever 
before, we invite you to send for the 


FREE 1955 deJAGER FALL CATALOG, 


In this catalog are listed Holland’s Newest Creations and Finest Standard 
Varieties of 


TULIPS, DAFFODILS, NARCISSI 
HYACINTHS, CROCUS and Many Other Bulbs 
and Tubers of deJagers Renowned Superb 

Quality. 
Each variety is beautifully reproduced in natural color or clearly described 
to help you select the colors you wish and the sizes to suit your flower garden, 


deJager Holland Bulbs are of superb quality because over 85 years of 
testing and experimenting have been used to increase their productivity and 
loveliness of bloom. At our nurseries in Heiloo, Holland, expert horticulturists 
are cons.antly developing hybridized bulbs exclusively for our own clientele. 
We appreciate our customers’ desire for new and unusual blooms to compli- 
ment the fine standard varieties, 


BULBS SENT POSTPAID in the U.S. and Canada, 





For Canadian Customers our office and warehouse is: 
P. deJAGER and SONS, Ine. 


Hamilton Road, R.R.8, London, Ontario. 








SEND Topay | 
(Ie MED FOR YOUR FREE 
b Sager Sens, Tne, 1955 devAGER Fat CATALOG 


188 ASBURY STREET, So. HAMILTON, MASS. 


HOME OFFICE at HEILOO, HOLLAND 





I now had a box on the ground with two 
sides formed by the house foundation and 
two sides by the 10-inch redwood boards. 
Where the boards met the house founda- 
tion I drove two more treated stakes out- 
side the bed to keep the ends of the boards 
from spreading when the bed was filled 
about eight inches deep with half-rotted 
sawdust. After sprinkling the sawdust 
with a chlordane solution to keep out 
earthworms, the bed was ready to use. 

Each spring we transfer the plants in 
glazed and plastic pots to clay ones. We 
give nearly all our plants new soil and 
if necessary larger pots, then sink them 
to their rims in the sawdust bed. Plants 
that like the most shade are set way back 
in the corner and along the foundation. 
Those that like light are set toward the 
outside corner which is sunny about two 
hours in the afternoon. 

Every week or so we give the entire 
bed a good soaking with the hose if it 
hasn’t rained, though if necessary it can 
go much longer without watering. At least 
once a month we water the plants with a 
fertilizer solution. Occasionally we check 
them for bugs and spray them if necessary. 

Any plants we want to root are just 
stuck in the sawdust and left for the 
summer. 


3rd AWARD: Edward F. Kerman, 


Baltimore, Maryland 


How bo I SUMMER MY HOUSE PLANTS? 
I simply keep them in the house—where 
they belong. 

A house plant is a house plant. It 
thrives if its artificial environment has 
been engineered to simulate its optimal 
natural habitat. I spent hours of study 
to learn just what that might be. And it 
was no easy environment to create. But 
I reproduced it—within the four walls of 
my own home. My plants have prospered 
in this incubator of my own making. So 
that’s just where I have kept them—and 
plan to keep them—autumn, winter, 
spring, summer. 

Light? They’ve had nothing but care- 
fully measured light (600 foot-candles 
under my fluorescent lamps) sixteen hours 
each day. No cloudy days, no scorchers 
for my plants. 

Humidity? They've known only ideal 
surroundings. During the winter months 
when the house tended to get too dry, 
they were put into a terrarium for protec- 
tion against parching. 

As to temperature control, watering, 
trimming, replanting and all the other 
cares due a good house plant, mine are 
certain to receive these attentions since 
they are with me in the house—where 
I] can, and do, look at them many times 
during the day. 

Summer is a wonderful season to grow 
things in the garden. No doubt of it. 
But my plants stay indoors with me. 


Other Good Ideas 


Mrs. John McCracken, New Canaan, 
Connecticut: If my vines are too long 
I cut them back, and if they are scrag- 
gly I cut them way down. Then I put 
them in a shallow water-retaining tray 
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NOW! — NEW MIDGET GARDEN DUSTER 


Throws 8 Ft. Dust Stream 


WITH JUST ONE 


TURN of the HANDLE! 


GUARANTEES Reaching 
Your Topmost Branches 
of Climbers, Ornamen- 
tals, Dwarf Fruit Trees! 


ERE’S the duster gardeners have long been 
H clamoring for! Tiny in size—giant in per- 
formance. A duster so small it can be held in 
the palm of your hand—so efficient it treats over 
200 rose bushes without a single refilling! And yet 


for all its compactness, so sturdily and meticulously 
constructed of metal alloy throughout, that it will 
last a lifetime, even with ordinary rough-and-tumble 
garden use! And that’s not all! With just one turn of 


its comfortable handle this mighty midget will shoot 
* a thick stream of dust 8 feet or more! Think what 
* Weighs Only 1% Ib.! A generous supp] 


y this blanket protection can mean to your most inac- 


0 famous J cessible plants ... to all your precious shrubbery! 
a 
e Treats Over 200 Rose & Perkins — How many times have you been able to control the 











° - e ravages of Black Spot and Powdery Mildew at 
Bushes...With One Filling! | Dust given ¢ ’ 
ree of 


ground level, only to have the topmost branches and 
extra cost with canes sicken and die, because of other weak, inef- 

fective dusters? No longer need you worry about 
 Rustproof Metal Alloy Cach duster 


. D ineffective control because of short-range and clog- 
Construction Throughout! ouble Protection ging dusters or sprayers. With the J-P Midget 


for 0 . Rotary Duster, sold only by Jackson & Perkins, you 
your Precious are guaranteed effective and convenient control for 


| roses! all your plants, or your money back! 
FOR YOUR ROSE PLANTS Among its many astonishing features is the genuine 


rotary power bellows, found only in the finest of pro- 


fessional equipment ... and its completely effortless 
an a your GARDEN DUSTI NG ease of operation, no more pumping, no more tired 
* ° 





and aching muscles. So easy even a child can use it. 
Just a flick of the floating handle, and poof!—a pro- 
tective film of dust settles over your plants! And its 
swivel nozzle enable you to top-dust or under-dust 
your entire plant with a minimum of effort. Remem- 
ber how difficult it was to fill the old-fashioned slide 
dusters? Not with the J-P Midget Rotary Duster! 
You simply flip back the lid, dump your dust into its 
generous hopper, snap down the lid and you’re 
ready to dust over 200 bushes! 
Entirely constructed of gleaming metal alloy throughout, it 
can’t rust, can’t clog. And it stands on its own two solid feet 
when not in use. No more spilled dust, no more mess. This 
trouble-free jewel of a duster comes to you with a FREE 
supply of J&P’s own miraculous Rose Dust—for the low, 
K. - SIRO <= — = % plus postage ! See mah pe an! its 
— a #'S) . sion construction... experience its effortiess 
GRAS RGGI and Socliem operation. Complete per te new guaranteed 
+ ++ Or your money back! Mail coupon now! 


MAIL COUPON NOW 


JACKSON & PERKINS CO. 
144 Rose Lane, Newark, New York 
Yes, I want trouble-free and complete protection for my 
garden! Rush me .... J-P Midget Rotary 
Dusters at $9.95 plus 35¢ postage each. Include FREE 
with each duster, a supply of JAI’’s Rose Dust. I under 
stand 1 may return duster within 10 days for full pur- 
chase price refund if not completely: satisfied. No 
For Dworf Fruit Trees! questions asked. I am to be sole judge. 


I enclose $ in full payment. 


Jackson & Perkins Co. en AES 
Wels Laigesl kre Crowerd 


NEWARK, NEW YORK + THE ROSE CAPITAL OF AMERICA 


GUARA TEED! 
Th 2 MIDGET not a 
_— nn) casahane price will be im- 


i u 
mediately refunded. No — yo 
and you alone, are the sole judge- 
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READY TO ASSEMBLE 


harden 
Artes 





¢NO BOLTS 
*NO WIRES 
*NO SCREWS 








Heavy gauge pointed steel 
stakes in oven-baked folli- 
age green enamel have 
tapered slots every 5"... 
so wooden crossbars insert 
solidly at any desired 
height to form a. straight 
line or right angle. 








For year ‘round use, GARDEN 
ART Multi-Purpose Trellis offers 
all season protection for gardens, 
lawns and shrubs... proper sup- 
port to increase vegetable yield to 
40% . an attractive, permanent 
and inexpensive fencing. Quick to 
set up—easy to take down, 
GARDEN ART trellis stores com- 
pactly any time. 

GARDEN ART IN 32-52-72" LENGTHS 
It costs much less than ordinary, 
often inadequate wire fencing, to 
protect and enhance your invest- 
ment in lawn, garden and shrubs. 


Oar ADAPTABLE 
ow ADJUSTABLE 
pe ECONOMICAL 


For more details on 
GARDEN ART, write 
for free folder. 


ATLAS MANUFACTURING CO. 


AT HARDWARE, DEPARTMENT, OR GARDEN STORE 


14 





| and sunk the pots. 


| we built a sturdy picket fence. 
| to give each plant its preference of sun 
| or shade, 


| or saucer on a shelf or bench and under 


a tree for the summer. They get just 
a small bit of filtered sunlight. Occa- 
sional water in the tray is about all the 
attention they need. Here I have ivy, 
philodendron, ivy geranium, passion 
vine, and Kenilworth ivy. 


Mrs. J. J. Hajek, Augusta, Kansas: 
To take care of our almost 200 house 
plants during a three-week vacation, we 
added more sand to the children’s large 
sandbox under two heavy-foliaged trees 
To foil neighbor- 
and children (with luck), 
We tried 


hood pets 


more or less moisture by its 
position on the sloping mound of sand. 


| We watered the sand well the morning 


we left and a neighbor watered it occa- 
sionally while we were gone. When 
we returned, everything was fine. 


Eva M. Schroeder, Eagle Bend, Minne- 
sota: I take my achimenes, gloxinias 
and sometimes my African-violets out- 
doors when the weather is nice, using 
a coaster wagon painted white (one the 
children outgrew) to move the plants 
about the yard. If a storm threatens, 
they can be set quickly in the wagon 
and pulled into the garage. When a 
plant becomes overgrown, I leave it out- 
side in the fall, but take several cut- 


tings to insure a new start for another | 


year.¢ 





Next Report Subject: 


“MY 5 FAVORITE 
AFRICAN-V IOLET VARIETIES 
AND WHY” 


@ Whether it’s the color, flower 
form, durability, or other  char- 
acteristics you prefer, FLOWER 
GROWER readers would like to know 
which five African-violets you like 
best and why. 

A typed manuscript isn’t neces- 

sary; legible handwriting will do. 
Make the report between 200 and 
500 words, and if you want your 
manuscript returned, be sure to 
enclose a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope. Payment will be made 
upon publication. 
AWARDS: For the BEST report, 
$25.00 plus a copy of the out- 
standing new book, A Treasury of 
American Gardening, reviewed in 
the December issue. Additional 
copies will be awarded to the five 
“next-best” reports. 


Reports due by June 30 
for publication in September 
Address: 


Report Desk, Flower 
2049 Grand Central 
New York 17, N. Y. 


Grower, 
Terminal, 











ARDEN MARKER 
NEW 21” TALL GALVANIZED 


TEEL Wire 
with White Zinc Name Piates STANDARD 


KNOW your FLOWERS. Mark with a pencil. 
Names stay on. Enjoy your garden more. 


9 DIFFERENT STYLES 


Prepaid: Add 10% west of the Rocky Mts. 
A—i12 INCH HAIR PIN TYPE 
3-inch lock-rim Name Plate which can be re- 
——— in a jiffy. Look neat in the garden, nice 
or Iris and Roses. 

20 for $1.00; 100 for $3.80 

Extra lock-rim name plates 11/2¢ each 

WHITE Wrap 
B—7 INCH LABELS ZINC pratt 
Permanently mark trees, shrubs and plants. 
Pencil marks stay through rain and snow. 


100 for $1.00; 500 for $4.00 


C—GARDEN MARKER 

9 inch steel wire standards and_ shielded 
WHITE-ZINC NAME PLATE which may be 
marked on both sides. You will like this im- 


proved marker. 
18 for $1.00; 100 for $4.00 
Extra Zinc Plates Without Wire—100 for $1.25 


D—11” _SWINGING LABEL 
1” x 24" Zinc Name Tab secured to 9 inch 
STEEL Standard, adjustable, nice for tulips. 
25 for $1.00; 100 for $2.80 
Special Weatherproof Pencil 10¢ 


E—111,” OK ROSE MARKER 

Name plate has wide flanges with four accu- 
rately spaced holes thru which stiff STEEI 
standards freely slide up over the tilt into se- 
cure position. A new plate can be put on 
easily. The price is a little higher for this 
better marker but worth i 


t. 
15 for $1.00; 100 for $5.00 


F—21" DISPLAY MARKER 
Same as OK rose marker but almost twice 
as tall. Used in parks, florist’s fields and 
gardens where visitors are welcome. 
12 for $1; 100 for $7.50 
Replacement plates for E or F $2.50 

G n” for home garden 

zo" TALL easy to read 
Single Ww ire Staff. For Tulips, Glads, Iris, Day 
Lilies, Tea Roses, showing well above foliaze 
no samples. 

Prepaid: 25 for $1.50; 100 for $5.50 

Extra Name Plates—100 for $2.25 
H—8” HANDY POT MARKER 
For greenhouse or home use 

Prepaid: 30 for $1.00; 100 for $2.50 

Extra name plates not available 

j—4” VIOLET LABEL 
Made for African Violets and other small 
house plants. Useful to the hybridizers for 
labeling cuttings. Pointed WHITE ZINC strip 
7/16x4”. 100, 80¢ 1000, $5 


TRIAL KIT To acquaint new customers 


with our markers and labels we prepay Three 
each of A, C, D, E, H, J, and 25B together 
with a weatherproof pencil all for $1.00 


EVERLASTING LABEL CO. 











Box 93, Paw Paw, Mich. 
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IPMENT 


choose from 


S new 


ROTARY MOWERS 


Make quick, easy work of grass and 
weed mowing, leaf mulching, too! 
There's a CHOREMASTER Rotary 
Mower exactly matched to your needs 


and budget. 








Both 18” and 21” models have cy- 
clone side discharge chute , which 
DOUBLE DUTY ve eliminates windrowing or bunching 
TILLER / MOWER Aj | of cut grass,and many other features 
/ for fast, comfortable, safe grass cut- 

ting and trouble-free operation. 


New, versatile, double-value Tiller/ , 

Mower is perfect for small garden and , In the fall, leaf mulching attachment 
yard . . . features 60-second switch makes quick work and good fertilizer 
from tilling to mowing! from fallen leaves. 


©, FAMOUS ONE-WHEEL 


GARDEN TRACTOR 
Replaces many costly, single-purpose 
units. Saves on investment, repairs, 


storage. Goes between the rows! 
CHOREMacreR DIVISION 


WEBER ENGINEERED PRODUCTS, INC., 842 EVANS ST., CINCINNATI 4, OHIO 
GARDEN TRACTORS « GARDEN TILLERS e ROTARY MOWERS « CHAIN SAWS e POWER HOLE DIGGERS 


Write for new literature and name of 
your dealer who will gladly arrange 
a free demonstration. 
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Plant for Permanence 


Sweetbriar Rose 


by DONALD WYMAN 


ado is 
plants, 
because they are new and 
seen in any other gardens 
except those choice few whose owners 
keep up with the times. However, for 
those gardeners who like to have at 
least one plant in their gardens which 
they know has been grown and cher- 
ished for centuries, the sweetbriar rose, 
Rosa Eglanteria might be suggested. 

Native of Europe, it is common there 
in hedge rows, where it will grow from 
3 to 6 feet tall. In England, it is the 
only native rose sufficiently popular to- 
day to be classed as a common garden 
plant, and is frequently seen growing 
with the dog rose, R. canina. 

An erect, compact bush, native 
throughout Europe to Persia, a single 
plant has been known to live as long 
as 120 years, and still produce hun- 
dreds of blossoms. A century ago, 
many varieties originating from this 


N MODERN GARDENS, much 

[Pores made about new 
valued 

cannot be 


species were popular in gardens, but 
since that time, most of these have 
been discarded in favor of other varie- 
ties. Hardy as far north as Boston and 
Chicago it grows in any 
soil. 

The flowers are single, pink and 
about 14 inches in diameter, appearing 
in mid-June, and there is a double- 
flowered variety (duplex). Sometimes 
they are borne singly, sometimes in 
threes or even sevens. The large egg- 
shaped fruits are brilliant orange and 
scarlet, remaining on the plant from 
mid-August until December. 

The sweetbriar is a delight to the 
gardeners who know it well, because 
of its foliage. The leaves are com- 
pound with five, seven or even nine 
leaflets on occasion, and are very fra- 
grant. This is especially true and espe- 
cially noticeable after a short summer 
shower has moistened them. Fragrance 
in any garden is to be and 


good garden 


desired, 


ARNOLD ARBORETUM 


when foliage is fragrant as well as the 
flowers, as in this case, fragrance can 
be depended upon throughout the sea- 
son and not just during the short period 
of bloom. 

As a low, clipped hedge, it is splen- 
did, for it can be clipped back annually 
before growth starts in the spring and 
remain untouched the rest of the sea- 
son. 

Like most roses, it is easily propa- 
gated (seed, budding, cuttings or 
grafting) and like the many other wild 
roses of the world it is not nearly as 
susceptible to the many rose troubles 
as are the majority of hybrid tea roses.® 





Which kind of Lawn for You 


BARE, BROWN PATCHES... 


———— = 0 NT GE im ng eh a 


No matter what the weather, or how hot the sun in 
regular applications of RA-PID-GRO, 
the original Liquid Plant Food, will feed your lawn 
as you water it, and will not burn even the most 
delicate of grasses if you follow directions on the 


your locality... 


package. 


VUokt just for Lawns! 


tables, roses... 


Developed more than 15 years ago, RA-PID-GRO has 
been tested by leading nurserymen and growers, 
approved by experiment stations and universities, 
and accepted by millions of home gardeners every- 
where. No other plant food has won such wide- 
spread recognition. 


RA-PID-GRO is the COMPLETE Liquid Plant Food! Ideal for 
everything that grows, including flowers, shrubs, trees, vege- 
All your plants will thrive on RA-PID-GRO care! 


FLOWER GROWER 





and on the West Coast... 


Rhododendrons 


by LESTER 


decades, rhododendrons have be- 

come “everyman’s” shrubs. Gar- 
derers in the Southwest are deprived of 
their beautiful flowers and the textural 
interest they create in the garden be- 
cause they are not culturally suited to 
the area. 

The rhododendron family includes 
the azaleas (not treated here), and the 
species and named hybrids are so 
numerous that there are nurserymen 
in the Northwest who grow them ex- 
clusively. 

Most rhododendrons are evergreen 
and by careful selection you can have 
them in bloom from December into 
August. There are some that form 
mat-like growth, others are true shrubs 
and some are tree-like. They all make 
ideal woodland companions for oaks 
and dogwoods and may be combined 
with many members of the heath 
family. Some are suitable for pot cul- 


. THE NORTHWEST, Over the last two 


ROWNTREE 


tubs can be used. 

In general, rhododendrons require 
acid, organic soils, protection from 
wind and light, high shade. The larger 
the leaves of a plant are the more shade 
you must be prepared to give it. As 
their roots grow near the surface of the 
soil, they should be kept cool and 
moist with a mulch or some unexact- 
ing ground cover such as mock-straw- 
berry, Duchesnea indica. 

Though most rhododendrons will 
accept extremes of temperature, they 
will not tolerate drought. The mois- 
ture of the coastal regions suits them 
so perfectly that they thrive even in 
full sun. 

Although there is a welter of recent 
introductions, Mrs. G. W. LEAK and 
LoperRt VENUus are still good pinks; 
UNKNOWN WarriorR and Davip are 
among the best reds, and LopeErR’s 
WHITE still holds a top place. 

Propagation is by seed, cuttings, lay- 


ture. Redwood 


LESTER ROW NTREE 
ering or more frequently by grafting, 
which is a slow process. Seeds are 
sown on the surface of sphagnum moss 
and kept moist with bottom watering 
as they damp-off easily. Transplant 
when seedlings develop three leaves. 

Cuttings of large-leaved rhododen- 
drons do not root easily. In California 
take half-ripened wood in June and 
July and elsewhere in the Northwest in 
July or August. Insert the cuttings in 
peat and decayed pine needles and 
keep them moist until rooting occurs 
in about two months’ time. 

If you are interested in grafting, re- 
member that scions from the current 
season’s growth are taken in California 
in December and January.* 





his Summer? 


OR THE LUSH, GREEN GARDEN SPOT 


OF YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD ... 


a ee ee 


Yes, you can insure a green lawn all summer long 
if you apply RA-PID-GRO regularly! Buy it TODAY 
from your favorite Garden Store or Nurseryman. 


FREE with every 1 Ib. or more of RA-PID-GRO: 
Complete Planting and Feeding Chart; Plant- 


eeding of Roses. 


ing and Feeding of Zoysia Grass; Care and 


The RA-PID-GRO formula contains 
the necessary elements for a bal- 
anced feeding foy ali your plants! 


aad 


ioc 


PRICES: 
TBs 
2 Ib... .$2.35 
5 lb... .$4.50 
10 Ib... .$8.75 


1 Ib. of RA-PID-GRO makes 30 gallons of 
plant food solution for lawn feeding. 


Analysis 
23-21-17 


A-PID-GR 
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a A rarer 
Cuts 100 ft. of Hedge Circus rose 
& 
in half an hour! 


SKIL TRIMMER 


Next to growing things, the biggest job 


is keeping them properly pruned and 


trimmed. Gardeners everywhere find SKIL 


Trimmer a valuable asset in doing this 
quicker and easier. With a SKIL you 
can smoothly cut a hundred 

feet of the toughest hedge in less 
than 30 minutes. 

There’s just no point in comparing 
SKIL Trimmer to any other trimming 
method. It’s so much faster and 
easier than hand work that you'll be 
amazed. Light in weight and simple 
to handle, SKIL Trimmer has 
power-p/us to knife through dense 
foliage, tough bark and underbrush. 
And, SKIL’s control is so fine 
that you can get the most even 
cuts imaginable. 


Make no mistake! 
can match SKIL's performance 


No other trimmer 
Ex- 
clusive SKIL features leave competi- 
tion far behind 
handle e 


3-way adjustable top 
Receptacle for extension 
pipe handle @ Precision bearings and 
gears for longer life @ Self-sharpen- 
ing blades @ Sturdy precision alumi- 
num housing @ Extra powerful motor 
e Lightweight and perfectly balanced. 


SKIL 


BUILDERS 


ieeked &-) 


Made y by SKIL Corporat 






























FREE Demonstration! 
Ask your SKIL dealer for a free dem- 
onstration of the SKIL Trimmer. SKIL 
Trimmer is sold by most leading hard- 
ware, lumber, and department stores. 


FREE Literature! 


For complete tree information on the 
SKIL Trimmer, send in the attached 


coupon today! 








SKIL Corporation, Department FG-65 

5033 N. Elston Avenue, Chicago 30, Illinois 
Please send me complete FREE information on 
the SKIL Trimmer. 

NAME 

ADDRESS. 

CITY. ZONE... STATE... 











-year s choice 


FTER TWO YEARS OF RIGID TESTS, 
the multi-colored floribunda rose, 
Circus (pictured in color on the 


cover), has been given the 1956 AIll- 
America Award. 

This variety entered the 1953 rose 
trials in competition with the finest 


new roses developed in the U. S. and 
in Europe. Test plantings of all en- 
tries were sent to twenty-two All-Amer- 
ica Rose Selections gardens, where 
they had to prove their ability to give 
superior results in a wide variety of 
soil conditions throughout the country. 
The most important qualities looked 
for were: hardiness, disease resistance, 
fragrance, flower form and color. The 
National Rose Jury compiled the total 
scores and selected the winner. 

Circus is the first “multi-color” rose 
to win this award. Its ever-changing 
colors vary from rich yellow and red 
in the bud to orange-buff, flushed with 
apple blossom pink, which usually turns 
a gay red as the flower fully opens. In 
cool weather the buds shade into pastel 
pink and back to red again. 

The bud is beautifully formed and 
the high-centered, many-petaled open 
flower is as perfect as a rose can be. 


The plant is full and well rounded, 
low to medium in height, and perfectly 
suited for a variety of garden uses 


such as hedges, mass plantings, border 
edgings and formal beds. The foliage 
is large and glossy, giving the plant a 
well-tailored appearance even between 
blooming periods. 

The new Circus winner, introduced 
by Armstrong Nurseries of Ontario, 
California, will be available for plant- 
ing in the fall of 1955.° 


the 


Circus, 


1956 All-America rose. 
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HANDY, USEFUL END CAP 





“Always lies flat, sprays at the correct angle. No down jets to wash away soil. Just uni- “To flush out my Supplex I just unscrew the 
Triple tube construction does it,” says Mr. W. form, rain-like distribution. Children love end cap. Fine also for joining extra lengths,” 


R. Gibson, Jr., of Rockville Centre, N. Y. it!” says Mrs. G. Munday of No. Miami, Fla. says Mr. R. Q. Hofacker, Jr., of Easton, Pa 


WHICH ADVANTAGE OF 
ypPLEX! SPRINKLERS 


— 


0 YOU LIKE BEST? 








~~" —_, (en A 
SUPPLIED WITH REEL CURVES AROUND CONTOURS SPRAYS AREA 20 FEET WIDE 

“Rolls neatly on and off this reel and stores I can curve Supplex to get water just where “Mine sprays over 1000 sq. ft. No water 

conveniently,’ says Mrs. J. N. Keen, recog- I want it. I'd say I liked that advantage best,” wasted, no dry or over-soaked areas,” says 


nized gardening authority of Louisville, Ky. says Mrs. C. Ray McMicken of Hollywood, Cal. Mr. A. H. Harwell of Corpus Christi, Tex. 





Just look at suPPLEX Sprinklers today, at your dealer's 
store. When you do, you'll know why 4 times as many 
people choose SUPPLEX as any other flexible sprinkler. 








25 FEET $398 50 FEET $598 
both include storage reel 








SUPPLEX flexible SPRAY-SOAKER 
For deep soaking of long narrow strips. 


FLEXIBLE SPRINKLERS’ 
Always lies flat...sprays upward only, 


hence no washouts, Can be left in Also Manufacturers of Americas Finest Garden Hote 


place permanently. Has flush-out cap. SUPPLEX CORPORATION, Garwood, N. J. 
50 ft. $3.29 100 ft. $5.98 U.S, Pat. #2,621,075, Other Pats. Pending 
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KEEP CRABGRASS —_- 
UT OF YOUR LAWN ee 


Pointers 


by P. J. MeKENNA 





UALITY IN VEGETABLES, stamina 
in flowers and general vigor in 
plants depend in part upon a 
| continuous nutrient supply in the soil, 
| but it should be understood that there 
| are limits to the amount of concen- 
trated fertilizers that a plant can use. 
| Over fertilization can actually harm a 
| plant. It is a mistake to think that an 
unhealthy plant can be made to grow 
luxuriantly by merely feeding it. 
| Assimilation of fertilizer is only pos- 
| sible when a plant has a good root 
system and healthy foliage. If one or 
the other is lacking (and the two are in- 
terdependent) the amount of fertilizer 
taken up is reduced. Frequent light 
fertilizer applications during the plant’s 
normal growing season are the general 
rule. If your plants do not respond to 
such treatment, it is time to check 
soil acidity, examine the soil structure 
and be sure that insects or diseases 
are not attacking roots or foliage. 












AND WEEDS 
OUT OF YOUR 
GARDEN 


Lawn Care 
. 
with | If thin spots appear in your lawn, 
sow rye-grass or possibly clover in 
them to prevent crabgrass, which grows 


? } , luxuriantly in warm weather, from 
getting a foothold. It is too late to 

J J HERBICIDE-1 plant regular lawn seed since it will 
on not grow rapidly in the warm weather 
ahead. Don't fertilize now, as a soft 
Crac Herbicide-1 keeps crabgrass out of your lawn by killing the crabgrass seeds | sappy growth will result that invites 

as they start to sprout. It’s easy to use—just mix it with water and put it on with a | trouble from brown spot fungus. No 
sprinkling can or a sprayer. fertilizer is advisable until late August 
when the lawn grasses begin active 
growth again. Mow the lawn fre- 
quently so that heavy deposits of clip- 






Crac Herbicide-1 will also keep weeds out Available in 
of your garden—it kills the weed seeds as 1-Ib. ($4.49) and 
they sprout—before they can grow and be- 
come a problem. 


' : esa pings are avoided and mow as high as 
Take this ad when you go to buy Crag fh Gs possible, particularly as the weather 
Herbicide-1. If your dealer is out of stock fe : ~ RABGRA | warms. Water deeply, remembering 
» , -— ‘te T WEEDS as THEY SPROUT ‘ ; “eltcaibe : 2 
send your order to us. eee ey.crow! ae that a light sprinkling just brings the 





grass roots to the surface of the soil 


, E where they are killed by hot sun. 
If you would like to know more about Crac , : 


Herbicide-1| fill in and mail the coupon below. 





Hedge Planting 


















r SS SS A me 1 
CRAG AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS As outdoor living activity increases, 
CARBIDE AND CARBON CHEMICALS COMPANY 1 | the need of hedges for barriers and 
! 30-20 Thomson Avenue, Long Island City, New York privacy is more obvious than it was 
' Please send me a copy of your booklet on CRAG Herbicide-1(F-8651). | | earlier in the season. There is still time 
1 ; | to plant them in most sections. Don’t 
Ri causes var cece pearance | | crowd the roots of the hedge plants 
i 1 | into small holes but dig a trench for 
: NR ian ach sc ednncnkdsbiiaaciuaenied bale 1 | planting and build up the tilth and fer- 
Dm em - | tility of the soil in it. Whether the 
“Crag” is a registered trade-mark of Union Carbide and Carbon Corporation. hedge is deciduous or evergreen, the 
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basic preparation of the soil is the 
same. 


Most deciduous hedge shrubs should 
be cut back after planting to about 
1 foot from the ground to stimulate 
base branching of the shrubs. Bar- 
berry is the exception to the rule, 
however; don’t trim it back too sev- 
erely. Neither should you cut back 
evergreen plants used as hedges; allow 
them to grow to the height you desire 
before trimming. 


Summer Pruning 


Spring-flowering shrubs may be 
pruned now. Newly planted shrubs 
will not need pruning for a year or 
two, but established shrubs such as 
forsythia, mock-orange, bridal-wreath 
and Jasminum nudiflorum are more 
spectacular when pruned each year. 
Wait 
and then remove the stems that pro- 
duced this year’s flowers. Pruning of 
spring-flowering shrubs must be com- 
pleted before July if you want a full 
floral display next year. 

Lilacs behave differently from the 
above-mentioned shrubs. The only 
pruning they require is enough to keep 
them in bounds. Shape them over a 
period of years by removing only a few 
shoots or branches each season after 
flowering. On some varieties, it may be 
advisable to remove sucker growth 
from the base of the plant. 


Bulbous Flowers 


It is a refreshing experience to grow 
something out-of-the-ordinary. Renew 
your interest with some of the bulbous 
plants that are not so run-of-the-mill 
as dahlias, gladiolus, cannas and tuber- 
ous begonias. But I don’t mean to 
infer that these are not beautiful also. 

Try the spider-lily, hymenocallis, 
which may be planted now for white, 
fragrant blooms. (See page 40, May 
issue.) The soil must be kept moist and 
the plants given an occasional light 
feeding. In fall, they are lifted and 
stored in a warm cellar. Similar beauty 
is found in Tulbaghia violacea and T. 
fragrans, the latter with delicate, fra- 
grant rose flowers. The flowers are 
carried in umbels (clusters) atop strong 
stems. These require little water dur- 
ing their growing period. 

Others which you might try are 
tigridias, montbretias and zephyranthes. 
The names are tongue-twisters but they 
will add a nice fillip to the garden scene. 
They are grown like gladiolus. Inci- 








until new growth is underway | 


dentally, now is the time to set out | 


caladiums started indoors in pots or 
purchased from your florist. Give them 
partial shade, plenty of water and a 
rich soil. For additional information on 
them see your April issue of FLOWER 
GROWER.® 
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THIS YEAR HAVE A LOVELIER 
LAWN 


““GOLF-GREEN”’ 





This Weedone-treated lawn is completely free 
of dandelions, plantains and other weeds. 


KILL Weeds and Woody Plants Easily... Quickly with 


MIRACLE 


WEEDONE 


WORLD’S LARGEST-SELLING WEED KILLER 


You spray away the weeds and woody plants — let the lush green grass come 
through. Hard-to-kill problem plants yield to Weedone’s magic. /f you use it regu- 
larly, even crab grass won't come up. Start your spring clean-up with Weedone, 
and you banish lawn weeds all season long. 8-oz. can $1; 1-qt. can $2.75; 





1-gal. can $6.75. 


Plastic Weedone Applicator 59c 
Fits any screw-top gallon jug. 


on a 
Curry 


o 

Ss Guaranteed by 
Good Housekeeping 
So; at 


45 aovcanesd 


TONE UP YOUR LAWN 
with GRO-STUF 


Now, with your lgwn weed-free — thanks to 
Weedone — you stimulate the grass to new 
strength and carpet-smooth beauty with 
Gro-Stuf, the lawn and plant liquid fertilizer. 
Use Gro-Stuf also on your flowers, vegeta- 
bles and shrubs. 5-oz. can 49¢; 1-lb can $1.25; 
4-lb. can $3.75 





< <i 


PROTECT YOUR FLOWERS 4 WAYS 
with ACP ROSE & FLORAL DUST 


Fights disease, insects, fungus, mites. Just 
spray regularly with ACP Rose & Floral 
Dust in the handy dust gun. Use it to protect 
your precious roses and other flowers—also 
use it on all your flowering shrubs. 8-oz. 
pump gun $1; 1-lb. canister $1.49; 3-lb. 
canister $3.59 


At Garden Supply and Hardware Stores 


AMERICAN CHEMICAL PAINT COMPANY, 


Pioneers in Chemical Gardening Aids * Originators of 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T Weed Killers 


PS. Write for your free copy of the fascinating new book, “Guide to Better Lawns 


WEEDONE 





AMBLER, PA. 
NILES, CALIF. 


and Gardens.” 
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TAKES THE DRUDGERY 





OUT OF LAWN SPRINKLING 


No more weary standing with a hose! Lawn 
Master does a better, more even job for 
you ... without attention . . . while you 
rest or do something else. Sensational Lawn 
Master glides slowly, smoothly across lawn, 
garden, paths, etc. ... gently and thor- 
oughly watering a circle 8 to 65 feet wide. 
Set it for the width you want! No heavy 
wheels to slip or dig holes... Lawn Master 


travels by traction on the hose! Light—w eighs 





only six pounds! 


LAWN MASTER 
Shuts itself off 


Firmly grips rubber or 











plastic garden hose; 





follows hose around turns, even 90 degrees. 
Powerful . . . will pull a long hose. Shuts 
off wherever you fasten stop-plate on hose. 


There’s only one LAWN MASTER 


Nothing else like it! Thousands of happy 
users could tell you how wonderful it is . . . 
what a satisfaction. A sensible principle 

.. Mechanically RIGHT. Factory guaranteed! 
Saves even more time than a power mower! 
ACT NOW . . . Get Lawn Master today! 


FIRST ASK YOUR DEALER: IF HE 
DOESN'T HAVE IT—ORDER DIRECT 


2-ARM MODEL PostT- 4-ARM MODEL 
only $2795 ipaes only $2995 


MASTERBILT PRODUCTS CORP. 


325 S. WALNUT ST. SOUTH BEND, INDIANA 


Kindly remit with order) 


USE THIS COUPON TO ORDER 


MASTERBILT PRODUCTS CORP. 
325 S. Walnut Street, South Bend, Indiana 


Ship me one LAWNMASTER @ $s 





West Coast 
Pointers 


by NORVELL GILLESPIE 


UNE IS THE PAYOFF season—for all 
the thinking, planting, pruning, 
spraying and maintenance that you 

expended earlier in the season. It’s a 





good time to invite your friends over &=, 


to share the colorful pictures in your 
garden. 

The next few months are mainly ones 
of summer maintenance. Here are some 
of the highlights of the season: There’s 
an increasing interest in  container- 
grown roses that can be placed in the 
prominent spots in the garden when in 
full bloom. With routine care they can 
be grown in redwood tubs or 12-inch 
pots for several seasons without being 
repotted. Regular watering and fer- 
tilization will produce healthy, compact 
plants which will bloom heavily sev- 
eral times during the season. The flori- 
bunda roses, such as JIMINY CRICKET, 
CARROUSEL and LILIBET, have proven 
to be particularly fine for use as potted 
plants. 


Chrysanthemum Care 


Pinch back chrysanthemums for the 
last time now to make plants branch 
out from the crown and to develop a 
strong root system before flower 
stems make growth. For the largest 
blooms the exhibition types should be 
grown with only two or three stems. 
Four or six stems per plant, for other 
types, will give flowers of good size. 
The spray types of chysanthemums, 
singles, pompons and_ spidery ones, 
when grown as sprays should always be 
allowed to develop all of their stems. 

Chrysanthemums should have an ap- 
plication of plant food every two or 
three weeks and should be watered at 
regular intervals. Here in the West 
there is still time to plant chrysanthe- 
mums. 


Godetia for Cutting 


The godetia, known as farewell-to- 
spring, is one of the most useful of all 
cut flowers. Oddly enough, it’s loved 
and appreciated more in England than 
here in the West, where there are so 
many fine wild ones. The plants grow 
rapidly, tolerate light shade and re- 


quire little care or attention to speed | 
| them into early bloom. 


The favored 


variety is DUKE OF YorRK, which has 





ET the whole family in on 
L the fun of home canning 

while strawberries are at their 
) juiciest best! Dad and the 
children can easily hull and wash 
the berries. Later they’ll enjoy eat- 
ing them more because they helped 
with the canning! 

You'll find dozens of uses for 
your home-canned strawberries, in 
shortcakes, tarts, topping for ices, 
etc. And try this easy-to-do . 


B CONSERVE 


-RHUBAR 
STRAWBERRY-RH 1 Quart Rhubarb 


berries 
1 Quart Straw yal 
Cap berries -~ ha unpeeled | 
i ices belo 
Yin ay until sug dng ~ = 
il thick. , De 

oe Cg beg seal — ee 
‘de_the enamel linin 7; 

oe =~ protect the g ness and flavor 
- all your home canning. j 


Send for BALL BLUE BOOK 
300 money-saving recipes. 64 pages. 
Complete instructions for canning 
and freezing. Beautifully illustrated. 
Send 25¢ to Batt Biue Book, Dept. 
FL65 Box 5, Muncie, Indiana. 






HOME CANNERS 
BUY MORE 


fuk 


THAN ANY 
OTHER BRAND! 
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primrose-like flowers with crimson 
petals and a white center. The plants 
grow about 2 feet high. 


Chemical Weed Control 


Summer months, when the weather is 
warm and the plants are growing ac- 
tively, are the best for chemically de- 
stroying poison oak and ivy, blackberry 
vines, willows or other undesirable 
plants. Because they are growing vig- 
orously now, they are more susceptible 
to sprays containing such materials as 
2,4,5,-T and 2,4,-D. As with all such 
brush and weed sprays, care needs to 
be exercised in applying the material 
so that desirable shrubs and flowers will 
not be killed. 

Stan Hayes, the Pasadena garden hose 
spray gun manufacturer, suggests that 
gardeners keep two sprayers. One should 
be used for routine spray jobs and the 
other reserved for herbicides. 

While the plants can be grubbed out 
by hand, there is always the possibility 
of the individual getting the oak poison- 
ing, even if heavy gloves and close- 
fitting garments and goggles are worn. 


Watering the Garden 


When the weather becomes hot and 
the surface of the soil dries out, many 
gardeners are tempted to grab the hose 
when they get home from work and 
sprinkle a bit. This practice is harmful 
for the vegetable garden, the sunny por- 
tions of the flower garden and the lawn. 
Watering the surface of the soil is dan- 
gerous because it encourages shallow 
rooting thus making the plants subject 
to drying out unless watered every 
warm day. 

There is an exception to the “don’t 
sprinkle,” rule, however. Most shade 
plants including fuchsias, begonias and 
ferns, thrive in a moist atmosphere. If 
you like to cool down the shady por- 
tion of your garden by a daily sprin- 
kling, go ahead but get the job done 
early in the morning. 

Trees and shrubs with large leaf sur- 
faces are benefited by overhead syring- 
ing with water during the hot season. 
It washes off the dust which clogs the 
pores of the leaves. 


A Beauty from the Tropics 


Billbergia nutans, a tropical member 
of the pineapple family, is rewarding 
with its deep blue and chartreuse hang- 
ing blooms. Give it plenty of water 
while growing but very little during 
colder weather. It thrives in both deep 
and light shade. 

In the Pacific Northwest it is best 
grown in a greenhouse. Leave it out- 
doors all summer and fall but at the 
first sign of frost move it to the green- 
house.¢ 
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How to get mor 






Whatever plants you love to grow, dozens 
of kinds of insect pests are always ready to 
attack them. You get rid of insects extra fast, 
extra easy, with dependable Black Leaf 40°, 
America’s favorite garden insecticide. One tea- 
spoonful ina gallonof soapy water makesaspray 
that kills aphids and many other sucking in- 
sects. Heavier dosage kills tougher insects— on 
flowers, vegetables, shrubs, fruit and shade trees. 
Black Leaf 40 spares bees, spares friendly pre- 
datory insects that help keep your plants clean. 
Gardeners have used Black Leaf 40 success- 
fully for nearly 50 years — because insect pests 
never develop resistance to this powerful nico- 
tine spray. 


' Y, 

V/2 

BLAC K Ui 
LEAF ip 
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Five-ounce bottle: $1.19 
One-ounce bottle: 39 cents 


Use Black Leaf 40 all season long to protect your plants with less 
work. It kills insects by contact and by fumes. Mix it with fungi- 
cides for combined bug and blight control. Black Leaf 40 never 
clogs sprayers, never burns foliage or flowers even in hot weather. 
Its spray residue doesn’t stain plants or walls of nearby buildings. 
Keeps dogs and rabbits away from plants. Simplify your garden 
insect control problems with Black Leaf 40—and get more fun out 


of gardening! Directions in package. 


Ask the man with the best garden! 


Black Leaf 40 

25% Phygon Fungicide 
50% Malathion Spray 
Lime Sulphur Spray 
Garden Dust 

1% Rotenone Dust 
White Oil Spray 





Your best answer to any pest 
control problem is a reliable 
Black Leaf product. The com- 
plete line (at right) is sold 
by better dealers everywhere. 


For Gardens and Lawns 


Slug & Snail Pellets 
Arsenate of Lead 

10% Lindane Spra 

5% Dieldrin Granular 

45% Chlordane Spray 
50% DDT Wettable Powder 
5% Chlordane Dust 


PC Crabgrass Killer 


For Weeds and Brush 
2,4-D Weed Killer 2,4,5-T Brush Killer 
Arsenical Weed Killer 
For Household Use 


Pyrenone InsectKillerAerosol Fly Spray 
11-36 Insect Killer Aerosol 45% Chlordane Spray 
C-P-R Plant Spray Aerosol 


For Rodent Control 
Warfarin Mouse Killer Bait Warfarin Rat Killer Balt 


LOOK FOR THE Black Leaf’ on THE RED AND WHITE PACKAGE 
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KILL Co 


Destructive Plant Insects QUICK 


vititNTRO 


Original Outdoor Bomb Protects Flowers 
Against Aphids, Jap Beetles, Mites, etc.! 


Quickest, Easiest way ever to 
tid your prized flowers and 
shrubs of destructive chewing 
and sucking insects! The touch 


Bs 


fd 


rose spray 
FLOWER BOMB 





chrysanthemums, geraniums, 
azaleas, many others. Get 
ANTROL Rose Spray 
FLOWER BOMB at your 











No Mixing! of your finger releases potent dealers or write, ‘‘BUG-Z"’, 
No Pouring! Lindane, Pyrethrins and Rote- BOYLE-MIDWAY INC., 
to Buy! none in a quick-killing mist. Dept. FG-6, 22 East 40th Street, 

No Sprayer Residual effect protects roses, New York 16, New York. 








«++ BRINGS NEW BEAUTY TO YOUR GARDEN! 


@ Popular Fan, Flared and Straight Trellises made from heavyweight steel, 
snow white Dupont baked enamel finish or heavyweight rust-proof aluminum 
with embossed aluminum finish. Won't rot; insect and termite proof! 


A—FAN TRELLIS 72° high, 44° wide at top Steel $4.19 Aluminum $5.69 

B—FLARED TRELLIS 92" high, 44” wide at top 15” at bottom. Steel $4.98 Aluminum $6.29 

C—STRAIGHT TRELLIS 92° high, 26° wide . Steel $4.98 Aluminum $6.29 
ORDER TODAY... YOU'LL BE DELIGHTED! 


PERMA-STEEL FENCE CO., 224 Charles St., River Rouge, Mich. 


SHIPPED POSTPAID 
TO YOUR HOME! 





Gift for DAD 
Father's Day 
lune 19 


CON 
Rain King . 


The BEST SPRINKLERS MADI 







Exclusive 

Finger-Tip 

Control 
Dial 







Set Dial to Sprinkle 
5 to 50 Feet Automatically 
PE ree EERE ITN 


















ty al 
Gives you conveniences you've always , 5 ie 
wanted in a sprinkler—desired distance an aahoe | ee 
and spray with a turn of the control dial. Pastrecdys Pi Ate 
Whether set for small or large areas, the “4 
spray is always broken up by the speed of the revolving 
arms to give a natural rain-like shower. Delivers plenty 
of water for deep soil saturation to give rich, healthy lawns. 
Built-in, long-lasting Sunbeam quality. Model K. New, lower 
prices, $8.75 (Colorado and West, $8.95). 
AUTOMATIC TRAVELING SPRINKLER has the same 
finger-tip control dial as the Model K and travels, too. Winds 
up stainless steel tape to pull itself across lawn. Travels any 
course up to 100 feet—shuts off automatically. Model K20 
at new, lower prices, $35.00 (Colorado and West, $35.50). 


Sunbeam CORPORATION 






















Southern 
Ramblings 


by BEN ARTHUR DAVIS 


- 
<< 


Tr IS ENCOURAGING to see the increas- 
[«: interest of municipal govern- 

ments in the improvement and 
beautification of city and _ privately 
owned properties. Memphis, Tennessee, 
is one of the leaders in this movement 
in the South. 

Several years ago a leading citizen 
was struck with the drab picture pre- 
sented to railroad passengers when they 
approached the city—ill-kept and di- 
lapidated river shanties, rickety shacks 
in need of paint, gullies and coarse 
brown weeds. He resolved to do some- 
thing about it and, as a result, the City 
Beautiful Commission, a governmental 
agency, was formed. 

This experimental organization, 
to be the first such group of its kind 
in the United States, has its pur- 
pose: “To study, investigate, develop 
and carry out plans for improving the 
health, sanitation, safety and cleanli- 
ness of the city of Memphis by beauti- 
fying the streets, highways, alleys, 
bayous, lots, yards and other similar 
places in said city; and in the prevention 
of fires, disease and other casualties by 
the removal and elimination of trash 
and other debris from the streets, high- 


said 


as 


ways and similar places; to en- 
courage the placing, planting and/or 
preservation of trees, flowers, plants, 


shrubbery and other objects of orna- 
mentation of said city and otherwise 
promote public interest in the general 
improvement of the appearance of the 
city.” 

The wheels slowly began to turn. No 
spectacular splurge was made toward 
beautification and cheap sensational 
stunts were considered out of harmony 
with the program; the leaders preferred 
to build gradually and solidly. They 
that Memphis must first be 
made flower- and beauty-conscious by 
the promotion of gardening, by plant- 
ing trees and shrubs and by the elim- 
ination of unsightly spots. 

The city was divided into fifty-two 
and a chairman, who was 
charged with forming a local organiza- 
tion and promoting the work in his 
particular area, was appointed for each 
one. A permanent office with salaried 
employees was set up, and seven full- 
time field workers were employed. 

After the first survey was made, let- 


decided 


districts 
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when you’re 
ready to Commit 
INSECTICIDE 
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» 
ROOT-LOWELL 


SPRAYER 


The Roll-N-Spray is an economical, effi- 
cient power unit for spraying flowers, 
gardens, lawns and shrubbery . to 
destroy weeds, control flies, mosquitoes 
and other insect pests . . . prevent plant 
disease. See your dealer now. 









































































Roll-N-Spray, 

10 gallon capacity, 
4-nozzle Lawn Boom 
available. 














Write for folder ‘How 
To Select A Sprayer’ 


























Root - Lowell Corporation | 














: ( Root-Lowell Compressed Air 
“45 N Lake Shore Drive y, h Sprayers, best in value and 
Chicago, Illinois le quality . wide selection of 








capacities 


Kills weeds with a squirt! 


© KILLER KANE 


on No stooping! No digging! Kills weeds as fast 
CH; as you walk. Just place tip on weed, press, re- 

4% Aigay say ‘ lease and 2,4-D weed killer drenches weed. 
> Hollow handle holds one pint of solution for 
y ' dandelion, plantain etc. Bulls-eye control saves 
a your clover. Durable plastic and brass. 


a, 
A) At stores everywhere................ s] .98 et) 


Spray the easy way 


 SPRAYER KANE ) 





















No pack to carry! 
Weight rests on the ground. Just push 
down to spray. Right angle turn on 
nozzle directs spray up or down. 
covers all parts of plants. Holds half- 
gallon. Made of durable es 

and brass $6, 95 
See your hordwore or mete store. If not avail- 
oble locally send check for postpaid shipment. 


No tank to pump up... 

KILLER KANE 

2,4-D WEED KILLER 
KARTRIDGES 


Dissolve with a fizz! Drop one 
pellet in Killer Kane for proper 
solution. Dissolves and mixes 
itself. Easy to use. 


Vial of 12....... 5 9¢ 





Distributed in Canada by Sterling Industries, Ltd. 
8 Scarlett Road, Toronto, Ontario” 


DONALDSON CO., INC. 


662 Pelham Boulevard + St. Paul 14, Minnesota 
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Famous Root-Lowell Garden 
Dusters, two convenient sizes 





ters were dispatched to owners of un- 
sightly properties, explaining the pur- 
pose of the program and requesting 
their cooperation. The support of the 
school children was enlisted through a 
series of essay contests on how the city 
should be beautified, and leaders were 
appointed to work with the schools 
through the Parent-Teacher groups. 

The success of this commission has 
far surpassed the hopes of those who 
conceived it. Frances Akers Greeson 
reported: “Disfigured shacks have been 
torn down. Flowers bloom where rub- 
bish heaps formerly existed. Dangerous 
and unsightly hazards to health and 
safety have been banished. Many of the 
city’s 18,000 vacant lots have been 
transformed into playgrounds for the 
recreation and spiritual betterment of 
her children, or into model, neat rows 
of vegetable gardens. Formerly ne- 
glected residential, commercial and in- 
dustrial buildings have received a new 
lease on life through repair and up-to- 
the-minute maintenance. Landowners 
have been educated to realize the per- 
sonal and civic value of keeping their 
property attractive, inviting and fresh 
looking.” As proof of what has been 
accomplished, Memphis, for seven con- 
secutive years, was declared the cleanest 
city in the state. 


Exhibition Chrysanthemums 


Late May and early June is the best 
time to plant cuttings of the standard 
or exhibition type chrysanthemums. 

One of the most important phases of 
growing these large-flowering chrysan- 
themums is giving them proper support 
to insure straight stems. I usually string 
the plants up with cord. I first set a 
6-foot post at each corner of the plot 
and then connect the two posts at each 
end with a crossbar. Then I fasten wire 
to the crossbar and string the wire over 
each row of plants. Finally I tie a piece 
of soft twine to the stem of the plant 
down near the ground and tie the other 
end to the wire directly above. As the 
plant grows, I twist the twine around 
the stem, keeping the twine taut and the 
stem upright. 


Mulches Are Important 


It is not necessary to remind experi- 
enced gardeners, but for the benefit 
of those not so familiar with garden 
practices in the South, I will suggest 
that mulches are extremely important. 
Azaleas, camellias and gardenias must 
have them, and other shrubs and young 
trees will benefit much from a heavy 
mulch. Long-season flowers like roses, 
dahlias and chrysanthemums will do 
better and require much less attention 
if properly mulched. If available, pine 
needles are a good inexpensive material 
to use.¢ 
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Midwest 


Pointers 


by R. MILTON CARLETON 


To dig or not to dig will be the 

question. In the Middle West, 
storage in the average basement is usu- 
ally too dry and too warm for best 
results. Hence, if possible, they are best 
left in the ground. 

If planted 5 inches or more below 
the surface and protected by an over 
planting of shallow-rooted annuals like 
petunias, ageratum, etc., they are much 
better off left in the soil. 


Se TULIPS will be dying down. 


Should Tulips Be Lifted? 


If on a south slope, exposed to full 
sun all day, south of a line drawn 
through Springfield, Illinois, Indianapo- 
lis and Columbus, Ohio, soil tempera- 
tures may get so high that bulbs should 
be dug and stored. Try to keep storage 
temperatures below 75 degrees if pos- 
sible. Don’t be tempted to store at 
below 55° as this will cause changes in 
the bulb that will stop flowering. 


A Vote for the Zinnia 


Whatever the rest of the country may 
vote, as much as I love the rose as a 
flower, I would never pick it as our 
national flower. Certainly, in the Middle 
West the rose does not qualify as a 
reliable flower that will thrive for every- 
one. Here we have to grow roses 
they don’t grow themselves. A national 
flower should be well-nigh universal, 
like the Scotch thistle, the Welsh leek 
and the Canadian maple leaf. 

Best argument against the rose, how- 
ever, is that it is the national flower 
of England, and appears on every post- 
age stamp, decorated buildings and on 
practically every royal object used at 
the coronation of British sovereigns. 
Let’s choose something really American 
like a zinnia. The modern zinnia is 
actually a native, developed in Cali- 
fornia from species found in the wild. 





Late Frost Damage 


A late freeze during the last week 
in March found many plants in active 
growth. Peach blossoms were killed. 
Much of the damage caused to woody 
plants, however, will not be evident 
until late in the season. If you notice 
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Wo-SéE Grass Barrier 


Stops grass from spreading 


Edges lawns permanently, 
eliminates trimming! 


Stops all varieties of grass from 
spreading into cultivated areas. Install 
it around trees, shrubs, flower beds; 
along fences, hedges, driveways. Mow 
right over it. Cuts lawn work in half. 
Corrugated, galvanized steel sections 
2 feet long by 4 inches deep key to- 
gether. Bends around corners. Just 
drive down to Soil level. 


Package of 40 feet $498 


Ae 
a SOY 











NO-SEE 
Root Fence 


Bars shrub roots from robbing 
flower beds of food and water 


Steel barrier 12 inches deep keeps 
hungry shrub roots out of flower 
beds. Makes the difference between 
straggly, weak plants and healthy, 
vigorous specimens loaded with 
blooms. Corrugated, galvanized 
steel sections 2 feet long, lock to- 
gether. Lasts a lifetime. 

Box of 50 feet $1995 


see your hardware, nursery, or garden store 


If not available locally, send check or money order. Shipped prepoid. 


KEELOR STEEL, INC. 


921 Ninth Street Southeast . 


Minneapolis 14, Minnesote 





For more gardening pleasure the year round, read 
FLOWER GROWER—America’s favorite gardening aid 





THE WORLD'S FINEST LILY CATALOG 
Get the WORLD’S MOST COM- 
PLETE LILY CATALOG offering 
over 150 different lilies, including 
the fabulous new Temple Hybrids, 
gorgeous Golden Harvest Hybr ids, 
De Graaff’s newest introductions 


and stunning Jillian 


Wallace. We 


also offer rare Hardy Cyclamen _ 
Hardy Clematis. It’s really a lily cu - 
tural book with natural color illus- 
trations. To be sure to get your copy, 
send with your request, 25¢ coin or 


stamps. 








paid for only 
(55C 


OLYMPIC HYBRID LILY SPECIAL 
See in your own garden the absolute seep 
of the Olympic Hybrids pictured here. They ~ e 
among the finest. We'll mail you in October, 


three full flowering size bulbs, post- $1 .00 











Amaine EB Ure - Lilies 


BOX F * CANBY, OREGON 














MARY..MARY... 


kill the contrary 
garden pests 






Vegetables 


Niagara 
COPPER 
ROTENONE 
DUST 


FREE! 


DUST AND 
SPRAY 






Controls both bugs and blights. 
Use on tomatoes, cukes, melons, cabbage, 


strawberries—also certain flowers, orna- GUIDE 

mentals. Safe, leaves no harmful residue. Ask your 
’ dealer or 

Buy at your dealer’s. waldo ta. 


"YO 
Ss v au, 


e 
Niagara CHEMICAL DIVISION 


FOOD MACHINERY AND CHEMICAL CORPORATION 
DEPT. 20-F MIDDLEPORT, N.Y. 














Quality SEEDS, BULBS & PLANTS 
only the best since 1890 
Send for big FREE beautiful 
catalog in full color. 


Holly 











-_ Dept. R — FREE BOOKLET AND LIST — 
Pain Po | EARLE DiLATUSH—Robbinsville, N. J. 
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NEW LOOK yy. 
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CO vinind? a 
“ watering-tools BO ES 
“ + NEW Design ) 


ir + NEW Finishes 
i + NEW Products 
+ NEW Selection i 
+ NEW Economy 
+ NEW Satisfaction 
for YOU ! 
. ALLENCO “Suburban"— teed 
y rugged, thrifty, all-purpose sprin- . 
~ kler—covers up to 4,000 square 
> feet to “parkway” sliver; stream 
or spray or combination; change 
' without stopping. Only $9.95. 
ss c < : W. D. ALLEN MANUFACTURING CO. 
Dini Ndi =Shleage 6 + New York 7 
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the west side of a tree in an exposed 
position dying during late July and 
August, blame that late freeze. It’s a 
good idea to cut away the dying portion 
as soon as it appears, since much mois- 
ture can be lost through dried foliage 
and wood if they are not removed. 


Control for Black Spot 


Confusing reports from all over the 
Middle West on captan as a control 
for black spot on roses have at last 
been explained. Experiments at the 
U.S.D.A. show that when used as a 
spray, captan is perhaps the best of 
all controls for black spot. As a dust, 
it’s just so-so. Since dusting is popular 
with many Midwestern rose growers, 
they just didn’t get good results. 


Gardening Tips 


Now is the hour to order Oriental 
poppies, Madonna lilies and bearded 
irises. 

These important garden flowers must 
be moved soon after flowering, when 
they go semi-dormant. If not ordered 
immediately, they may arrive too late 
to make good root growth this summer. 
While you are at it, add a package of 
calendula seed to that order. Sown 
about July Ist in the Middle West, it 
will produce lots of flowers late in fall 
when good cutting material is scarce. 

In the vegetable garden, a planting 
of summer squash and cucumbers to- 
wards the end of the month will prolong 
the season several weeks. Otherwise, 
borers destroy the early-planted squash 
plants and wilt kills the cucumbers. A 
direct seeding of an early cabbage like 
EARLY JERSEY WAKEFIELD will give 
some delicious eating late in fall. 

Time now for a second feeding of 
lawns. In planning the application, try 
to feed after using 2,4-D for the control 
of dandelions. In my tests, I find that 
a lawn stimulated by fertilizer is more 
easily injured by 2,4-D if too much 
solution is applied. Let a day or two 
elapse between the weed spraying and 
application of plant food.¢ 





Suburban 


Across the way my neighbor’s place 
Is scrupulously neat. 

Each shrub fills its allotted space; 

Each tulip sways with studied grace; 

Each pansy bends a worried face 
Upon intruding feet. 


My careless garden sprawls at ease, 
Encroaching on the grass. 
Forget-me-nots bloom where they please; 
Pinks waver in a fitful breeze; 
And daisies slip beneath the trees 
To let the children pass. 
—ELEANOR S. DEVLIN 
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A FLOWER GROWER FEATURE 


the Garden Workbench 





Here’s a garden table you can use for everything 


from a buffet lunch to repotting house plants 


ROM CALIFORNIA comes this novel 
Pics: for a garden table. It was 
designed by Kathryn Imlay Sted- 
man, a landscape architect of Palo Alto. 
The wooden top is made of redwood, 
left unfinished. This is sturdy wood, 
of course, and means that the table 


top can be kept clean merely by hosing 
it down. This type table has many uses: 
it can be used for everything from a 
buffet lunch to a bench for repotting 
house plants. The open design creates 
interesting shadow patterns and the 
presence of open cracks also keeps the 

















REDWOOD 
CONSTRUCTION 











t" SPACE [ 





4 1x5 BOARDS 
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JOINED WITH 





1x 3/4 
BUTT BOARD 





TOP 














BOTTOM 


a. 


~ TONGUE & GROOVE 
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END BOARD 
FROM I x6 


BOTTOM FRAME 
FROM 2% 2 


ASSEMBLED 
WITH 2" SCREWS 
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CEMENT BASE 
FROM GARBAGE 
CAN PLATFORM 








weight down and allows rain water to 
run through. 

The base Mrs. Stedman used is a 
concrete garbage can support. In some 
sections of the country these can be 
purchased in various colors—for this 
table Mrs. Stedman used one colored 
cocoa brown. However, if a garbage 
can base is not available, a base can 
be fashioned from concrete. Other pos- 
sibilities for a base are cinder and 
concrete blocks or even wooden legs 


PHOTOCRAPHS BY HAL ROTH 





b nh ak BBY. Meta me 
UNFINISHED REDWOOD makes this garden table 
rugged and very 


usable, as well as good looking. 





EACH QUARTER is made individually and is then 
attached with screws to the bottom support frame. 
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PY VV VV IVY VV VV VV VY 
J. McKENNA Offers Lecture 
Courses, Demonstrations in 


% Landscaping 
*% Practical Horticulture 
*% Horticultural Judging 


For Information Write 


P. J. McKENNA 
Staff Horticulturist 
Flower Grower Magazine 
2251 Quimby Ave. 
New York 72, N. Y. 
Me te 4 be fe be he he hee bn bn he hn tn tn te te tn tn 


3 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 


Serer er ery yr TSS 





“Goetting” 3-in-1 


Garden Marker 






THE MARKER (2) Do 
YOU CAN +. Ses 
PUT TOGETHER ™ (2) 
/ | With 
jy Nameplate 
3 {7 Vertical 
W QB) 
DIFFERENT Ra 
Multiple 
Nameplates 


‘m 









Goetting markers are shipped to you DISASSEM- 
BLED so you can put the nameplates on standards 
in any of the ways pictured above, Nameplates 
precision made lip onto standards easily, lock in 
place securely, vet are readily taken off. No need to 
buy numerous stvles of marker The “Goetting” 
does every gardéen-marking job, and stays like 
new for year 
NAMEPLATES are exclusive “Goetting” design. 
Made of brieht aluminum—far superior to other 
etals because von't corrode— makes markers 
re-usable vear after year, You can letter both sides 
with weatherproof pencil. Lettering stands out 
strongly—won't wash off—can be readily wiped 
oft. Standard teel wire, he ly galvanized 
NO. 101 GOETTING MARKERS 
With 34" nameplates and 12’ rds. Excellent 
for all low-growing plants. St ee oe tpaid 
10 for $1.00 100 for $8.50 
NO. 102 GOETTING MARKERS 
Wit t nd 2v dards. Recom- 
mended. for t foe, plant ch ; Roses, Iris, 
Gladio ete Also widely used in public parks, 
ardens, florists’ fields, Shipped postpaid 
10 for $1.50 100 for $12. 4 
Extra aluminun ynar slates witho 
tandard Postpaid 
10 for 60¢ 100 for $5.00 
Large weatherproof aluminum 
markin pencils, of red or 
black. Postpaid No 103 
Each 20¢ nar 
ALUMINUM SHRUB and’ PEND 
POT LABELS 
No. 10 lree I », pot label, Soft, 4 
right aluminum, exclusive slotted 
design—expands as the tree grows. 





Shipped postpaid. 


100 for $2.50 1,000 for $16.75 No. 104 


No. 104 4” aluminum pot and bon PAT 
label Postpaid PEND. 
100 for $2.00 1,000 for $12.75 


Dealer Inquiries Invited. Wholesale Territories Open 


RAY J. GOETTING COMPANY 


P.O. Box A-191 Kalamazoo, Michigan 
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attached to the under support frame. 

As shown on the plan, page 29, the 
top is made of 1x5 tongue and groove 
redwood. These are attached to the 
1x% butt board. Each of the four 
quarters of the top are made individu- 
ally. The four quarters are then placed 
on the 2x2 frame and attached in place, 
leaving the inch space between each 
quarter as shown in the diagram. Al- 
though the plan calls for screws, bolts 


| 
l 

v 

if 








nails can 


or be used. Bolts best 
if it is necessary to dismantle the top 
from time to time. If nails are prefer- 
able, use aluminum nails; aluminum 
nails should be used in attaching the 
top pieces to the butt board. 
Redwood construction means that 
the table is rotproof and can be left 
outdoors all winter without protection. 
The idea behind the table was to design 
one that was attractive, rugged and 
weatherproof and that would fit in with 
most garden designs. It can also be 


are 





easily removed and dismantled for ship- 


ping or carrying. (For more ideas for | 
the garden handyman to make this 
month, see The Home Greenhouse, 


page 87.) —WILLIAM L. MEACHEM 





Work Center Plans 





e Plans are still available for the 
Garage Garden Work Center 
which was the Workbench project 
in the March issue. For complete 
blueprints and building instruc- 
tions, send 25 cents to the Flower 
Grower Work Center, Dept. 3, 
2049 Grand Central Terminal, 
New York 17, N. Y. 
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SPARTAN ; = 
25 gal. i= 
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there’s a 


John BEAN 


SPRAYER 


just right for 
your needs 









See those easy-to-use 
power sprayers, the Spartan 
and Spray-Pal .. . 
John Bean knapsack sprayer... 
and all the many compression 
and hand-type sprayers 
and dusters that — 
up John Bean's bi 


UNO 2s 
VY 
\ See them all in the 
eal 


NEW 1955 CATALOG of 
John Bean Garden Sprayers. 


Write for it today! ) 
Ine 


John BEAN 


Div. of Food Machinery and Chemical Corp 
LANSING 4, MICHIGAN 


that efficient 










Caretakers of the 
Nation’s Lawns 


America’s Most Popular 
Reel Power Mower. 

Full 21” cutting width. 
1.6 H.P. 4-cycle Briggs 
& Stratton engine. 
A quality prod- 
uct throughout 








known for years 

of trouble-free 

service. Factory piatiioalk 

America’s Trouble-Free ] 
Rotary Power Mower. poy 
Full 21” cutting width. 2 H.P. Sorpire 
4-cycle Briggs & Stratton engine see 
High velocity side ejection 

chute to prevent ‘‘load- Model 
ing” and every other 251 


wanted quality 
feature. Factory 
guaranteed. 


& One for 
Every Lawn 


‘HEINEKE & COMPANY 
Since 1902 Springfield, 11. 
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Education-wise, the baby 
ent 


getting food by watching. Adamant, 


Parula warblers are about ready for adult bird world. 
(and teacher) has them perch on strategic observation 
low-man (right) will 





ALLAN D. CRUICKSHANK, 


NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY 


Par- 
art of 
first. 


learn 
venture 


limb to 
probably 


School days for 


by ROBERT 


N THESE LAZY SUMMER _ DAYS, 
when boys and girls are enjoying 


a vacation from. school, vast 
numbers of young birds, hatched in 
late spring on the mainland and coastal 


islands of North America above the 
Mexican Border, are wrinkling their 


fuzzy brows and concentrating intensely 
on their first lessons. 

By early in September—after three 
months of their average three-year 
lives—probably eight billion will gradu- 
ate into nature’s adult world. 

The parent-teacher birds won't put 
up with any nonsense from their off- 
spring. The law of preservation is their 
credo and they teach with admirable 
directness: safety first. By the time 
a young robin or common songbird has 
developed fair-sized pinfeathers it has 
learned to “freeze” and to “play pos- 
sum” at the sound of its parents’ danger 
call; and it will crouch as still as death 
until the all-clear signal comes through. 
So, if you come upon a nest and the 
baby birds appear dead, remember that 
they're under special orders to keep 
you from hearing them, seeing them 
or possibly gobbling them up. 

Obeying these safety orders at a 
much earlier age are the young birds 
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young birds 


S. LEMMON 


that move around outside the nest prac- 
tically as soon as they struggle out 
of their egg shells and dry off. If you 
should be walking along a_ gravelly 
shore or river flat in late spring and 
come upon a pair of wildly agitated 
sandpipers or plovers, watch your step 
very, very carefully and keep your eyes 
open. You may tread on a scrap of 
virtually invisible fuzz flattened among 
the pebbles with nothing but two sharp 
black eyes to indicate that it is a pul- 
sating, obedient little bird. 

The terns and shorebirds of the salt- 
water beaches and dunes give their 
young similar concealment training. 
But a mother wild duck orders evasive 
action instead of stillness and camou- 
flage when there is danger. Her ten or 
so ducklings take to the water almost 
as soon as they hatch and paddle 
after her like a fleet of comical toy 
boats trailing a steamer. Many of 
their perils lurk below the surface: 
snapping turtles, big pickerel and even 
hulking old black bass. At the first 
danger sign the watchful mother sounds 


her warning and instantly the ducklings 


scatter in all directions as fast as fran- 
tically paddling feet and unfledged 
wings can hurry them. 





The submarine 


for faster growth...healthier plants 


ulld HUMUS 


= soil 
jlies nitrogen and 


to speed the rotting o 






lime 


organic matte 


FOR PREPARING 
FLOWER AND VEGETABLE BEDS 


Humus is Nature's own soil condi- 
tioner, formed by the decomposition 
of organic materials such as dead 
leaves, old plant stalks, grass clippings 
and other non-woody refuse. Humus 
provides plant nourishment and 
improves the workability of any soil. 


@ Here is a simple way to speed 
humus production in the soil and 
increase the quantity of this rich 
plant-feeding substance: 


‘ Just spread the prescribed amount 
of Lawn and Garden Cyanamid over 
the area to be planted, then spade 
under along with organic materials 
present. In a few days, the soil is 
ready to plant. 


@ You'll be amazed at how well your 
garden does with the added impetus 
of humus made with Cyanamid. The 
nitrogen in Cyanamid is long-lasting 
— gives your garden a steady, depend- 
able source of this vital plant- feeding 
element. Non-leaching, too—the nitro- 
gen is in a form which resists washing 
away by heavy rains. 


Cyanamid is also useful for making 
compost, building new lawns and 
rebuilding old lawns. Simple direc- 
tions for its varied uses — with each 
bag. Available in 10, 25, 50-lb. sizes. 
Ask for free leaflet - 


[| AWN > GARDEN 


AT YOUR GARDEN 
SUPPLY DEALER 





CyANAMID 
AMERICAN Goanamid COMPANY Wew YORK, 20, N. 





- Every Garden Needs 


Tinyliller- 7 













only 
* Till ALL ELECTRIC $4950 
* Cultivate Weighs Only Post Paid 
* Mulch 5 Lbs. ORDER NOW! 
Guaranteed 
Dependable Lowest Priced Attachments 
Economical for Every Gardening Need 


* Mow * Trim * Edge 
* Cut Tall Weeds 


L. M. BROOKS CO. 


129 South 206th Street Seattle 88, Washington 
FREE LITERATURE 


Powerful 
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Enjoy a “riding model” 
lawn mower in the 


small size you want! Get MOWER- 
CYCLE and convert any reel-type power 
mower (18" to 30") to a rugged, effi- 
cient "rider.'' Especially designed to 
work with low h.p. engines. Rider's 
weight bears down on back wheels, gives 
better traction . . . better engine per- 
formance! Get MOWER-CYCLE to con- 
vert either new equipment, or your old 
mower. It's fun to ride... a wizard 
at work! 


EASY TO INSTALL 


To attach, discard mower handle. Drill 
holes. Then hook on MOWER-CYCLE 
with nuts and bolts! If your dealer does 
not carry MOWER-CYCLE, mail coupon 


for free details! 


Write Today! 


E. F. BREWER CO., Butler, Wis. 





g BSSBSSAsasssssessessessssessessas wy 
: E. F. BREWER CO., BUTLER, WISCONSIN, DEPT. F * 
g Please rush me free details, literature, describing ¢ 
@ your MOWER-CYCLE attachment to convert power ¢ 
g lawn mowers to ‘riders ‘ 
, , 
# Address .. 
, , 
# Name s 
4 , 
4 ' ‘ , 
y City State ‘ 
7 , 
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| predator may catch one, but that is 
about all. The maternal duck seems 
| to understand that she simply can’t be 
everywhere at once. 
| Parent birds by no means limit their 
| verbal teaching to warnings and scold- 
| ings. A recent experience illustrates 
| how this training also encourages and 
_ stimulates constructive action. 

Last June a birding friend and I were 
quietly following an old dirt road 
through a secluded section of the Berk- 
shire Hills in western Massachusetts. 
As we rounded a bend, a hen ruffed 
grouse, emerging warily from a thicket 
of mountain laurel a hundred feet 
ahead, caught sight of us and froze in 
her tracks. Through our binoculars 
we could see every detail of her mar- 
velously variegated markings, the alertly 
raised feathers on her head, the intent- 
ness of her dark, appraising eyes. At 
last, apparently satisfied that we were 
too motionless and inconspicuous to 
present any real threat, she moved on 
across the sunlit road with those half- 
purposeful, half-hesitant and incredibly 
graceful steps so characteristic of these 
magnificent forest birds when they have 
a young family nearby. 

Then a wonderful thing happened: 
at the edges of the brush on the far 
side of the road the hen halted, looked 
back, and after a moment began call- 
ing, quit—quit—quit so softly that we 
could hardly hear her. In a few sec- 
onds a baby grouse, no bigger than a 
golf ball, scuttled across the open to 
join her. Another followed, then others, 
until we had counted eleven of them. 
That would be about all, we thought, 
but the old lady knew better. She took 
a few halting steps, stopped, and called 
again and again until a final little tad 
streaked out of the far cover as though 
realizing he was terribly late. Only 
then did the mother, her immediate 
worries over, lead her fully reunited 
brood away into the new thicket. 

Of the many kind of birds that 
adopt vocal encouragement to induce 
their young away from the nest, the 
barn swallow is one of the best known 


and most likeable. Both male and 
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Alert to perils below, the mother 
lard warns and ducklings scatter widely. 
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ROSE GROWERS - 


Stop all these insects 
and diseases 













Rose chafer «+ Rose beetles 


Japanese beetle + Rose slug « Aphid 


Red spider mite ¢ Black spot 


Powdery mildew 


NEW/ DU PONT 


Insecticide & Fungicide 


Now! One, powerful insecticide-fungicide 
that controls practically all rose pests... 
and iseasy on budsand foliage! Eliminates 
guesswork. And it’s « 

so easy to use in 
handy, refillable, 
8-oz. dust gun or 

1-lb. package 
with new sifter 
top. Alsocomes 

in 3-lb. bags. 








See your dealer for Du Pont’s 
complete, reliable line of garden products 
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female are devotedly attentive to their 
nestlings. They hover excitedly around 
the home and keep up a constant twit- 


tering, as if urging them to start a 

great adventure. Eventually one after ~ & . SOAK- -H0 
another fledgling takes off and flies | q 

away with surprising ease to some 
nearby perch. Often there is a more 
hesitant one that has to be almost 
literally pushed out into the world. 
But this laggard, once it is air-borne, 
does just as well as its nest mates. 


The Lesson of Food 





Prior to the departure of young 
birds from the nest, all their parent- 
selected food is brought to them, so 
that presumably they learn nothing 
about how it was obtained. After the 
take-off, however, this handicap disap- 
pears rapidly and once again the par- 
ents’ action exerts a strong influence on 
the young birds. 














SAVES YOUR BACK & ENERGY 


No more stooping and bending. SOAK-O-HO 
is light, weighs only 28 ozs. Release clamp, 
and attached stand holds tool in upright position. 
Brass shut-off water valve located at top of 
handle. Order your energy-saving Soak-O-Ho today. 
Use it for 10 days. You must be delighted or your 
money refunded. Try today’s most useful tool. 


ALFRED M, BAILY AND ROBERT J, 
NIEDRACK, NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY 


10 DAY TRIAL OFFER : 
| HOKE TOOL WORKS Peeford, N.C. Dept. FG-655 5 
| 


! -O- 
Ly on this beoutiful tool Send me Soak-O-Ho Lj Enclosed $8.95 


Solid brass valve and hoe fittings, 1 (_) Brush Attachment+60¢ [_| Rake Attachment 60f5 
aluminum handle, red hoe and i } 
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C. Eugene Pfister tells how 


YOU can grow 
beautiful ROSES 


TRY IT: Plant Marvel produces roses of extraordinary loveliness, | Mr. Pfister is past presi- 
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fragrance and color. You'll be delighted. deme, ed Citak Goce. 
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The Western robin trains her young to 
play dead when she senses any danger. 








Mr. Pfister says: ‘I have been using Plant Marvel for my own roses of America. 
since 1948, and I am tremendously satisfied. The root systems are 
, " : + Bases. . a more fully developed, and growth has been wonderful. The foliage is 
The fledglings initial flight fre a beautiful shade of deep green. Blooming is more prolific, and 
quently carries them to a bush or tree flower size and color are exceptionally good. Plant Marvel is easy to 
oa : or apply. Because you use it only in liquid form, it distributes more 
where living insects or fruits abound. evenly to the rootlets. The results are all anyone could want, and 
For days or perhaps weeks they will should help even beginners toward prize- winning roses.”’ 
ays aps 
lack the drive and know-how to catch 
their own meals, but they soon begin 
; , ; * are ‘ Plant Marvel forces 
« y « y NV « S c . 
to tag along with their parent ind pige gee Bh 
learn by imitation. root system of strong 
; . . . ealt lants : 
At our home in rural Connecticut “loed eer emey ce gy Me 
we continue feeding the birds through v4 blooms. 
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woodpeckers and white-breasted nut- on growing roses r] 1 
hatches nest in the nearby woods. Ask for Plant Mar- §f Send me free sample of Plant § 
Every June, as soon as their young can vel at leading flor- 1 Marvel, with free folder ound 
fly. the parent birds bring them to the ae ae geeten sup. — a vo 
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Here's the newest chemical magic to give you a velvety, 
weed-free lawn. . . “show-quality” flowers and shrubs... 
bumper crops of giant vegetables, berries and fruits... ina 
bug-free garden. 





WEEDABOMB 


It's farewell to weeds with trigger 
action Weed A Bomb. Helps you 
weed an average lawn in 10 min- 
utes or less — without backache 
or stained hands. Improved new 
Weed A Bomb, contains Weedicide 
2.4-D plus 2,4,5-T — positively 
kills dandelion, ragweed, pig- 
weed and plantain—roots and all. 
12 oz. only $1.50 














POISON IVY-OAK 


Squirt the leaves and you kill 
those noxious plants for 
keeps. A positive “must” for 
campers, scouts, resort owners 
and backyard “trouble spots.” 
High-powered, thrifty. 

11 oz $1.50 














REPELLA BUG FIX 


New and better! Chases flies 
mosquitoes enats chiggers 
nany other pesky ’ 
sects. Odorless and ne 

tive 
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TOMATO FIX BOMB | 


Here's new magic for you tomato 
growers. With Thompson's To- 
mato Fix Bomb you grow really 
tremendous, meaty tomatoes, 
that ripen weeks earlier. You'll 
get up to one-third larger crop, 
too, of any variety. Just a squiff 
and a squirt on the blossom does 
the trick 


11 oz. Bomb only $1.50 








at good garden stores every where. 
If not available in your locality, 
order by mail, direct. We pay 


postage. Money back guarantee. CVC. Ay COR P Bass rte | 
n 


geles 27, Calif 


3030 Locust St., St. Lovis 3, Mo. 3606 Monon St., Los 
made by the makers of WEEDICIDE, BRAMBLE-WEEDICIDE & BRAMBLCIDE 
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between the suet supply and the scat- 
tered family. But in a few days the 
young ones follow and clutch a branch 
or trunk a few feet away where they 
can watch while waiting for a hand- 
out. Little by little, they move still 
closer, finally making a few tentative 
pecks at the suet. And from that mo- 
ment they are on their way! 
According to our observations, all 
of these woodpeckers and some of the 
nuthatches have a curious and inex- 
plicable habit: only one young bird 
at a time follows its parent to the 
feeder. [This practice prolongs the 
learning period for the family as a 
whole. The parents must know that 
without competition and confusion, 
each birdling can concentrate more. 
Bobwhites, pheasant, quail and 
other gallinaceous or fowl-like birds 
scratch among the leaves and other 
litter and call their chicks to “come and 
get it” as the edibles are uncovered— 
a technique echoed by the barnyard 
hen. The first session may lead one 
of the toddling infants to make blunder- 
ing attempts to search out its own meal. 


Graduation 


Like human teings, young birds fi- 
nally master these basic lessons and 
are ready to shift for themselves. Know- 
ing that graduation is just around the 
corner, parents refuse further atten- 
tion to hunger calls and_ flutterings. 
This first direct attempt to enforce in- 
dependence ts only partially successful, 
so the next step is to show sharp dis- 
pleasure when a grownup offspring 
comes around begging for “just one 
more free meal.” When our amusing 
nuthatch neighbors scrabble after a 
hastily retreating son or daughter with a 
volley of exasperated ank-ank-anks, you 
can easily translate the racket as, “quit 
bothering me, you lazy loafer! Won't 
you ever learn how to stand on your 
own feet?” 

We humans still have much to 
learn about the ability of young birds 
to take their mature places in_ the 
world precisely as their ancestors 
have done for thousands of years. 
Inherited instincts must play a promi- 
nent part in the process, for only 
through them could the exact pat- 
tern—varying litthke from = species to 
species—-be followed through the gen- 
erations with such marvelous fidelity. 
But just how great a factor are they, 
and to what degree do they enter into 
the behavior of the parents toward their 
offspring? Are we to think of birds as 
blind followers of impulses which they 
could not resist even if they wished? 

Perhaps no one knows the answers. 
But I think that all of us can agree 
that bird parents are born instructors, 
realistic and slavishly devoted to teach- 
ing their young how to live.¢ 
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An Easy Way to Propagate Trees and Shrubs 


IR LAYERING, or inducing roots to 

Aw on a branch while it is 

still attached to the plant, is one 

of the oldest methods of propagation 

and is also one of the simplest. On 

trees and shrubs it can best be done in 
late spring and early summer. 

Readers of this column may recall 
that last October I described air layer- 
ing of tropical plants growing indoors. 
Rooting house plants like philodendron, 
gardenia, dracena and rubber plants, 
however, is somewhat easier than root- 
ing trees and shrubs growing outdoors. 
But despite the greater difficulty, I 
have been quite successful in rooting 
and growing on a goodly number of 
trees and shrubs which have been air 
layered. 

One reason for the “better-than-aver- 
age” results was that I used Krene 
plastic film, sold under the trade name, 
Airwrap. Kits, available in many gar- 
den supply stores, contain all the neces- 
sary materials including sphagnum 
moss, ties and enough Krene plastic 
film to air layer eight to ten woody 
stems. The plastic film is striped with 
a water-soluble green “ink” containing 
root-inducing hormones, plant nutrients 
and _ pesticides. 


Making Air Layers Outdoors 


The first step in air layering is to 
select a healthy, well-shaped branch, 
} to 4 inch in diameter. When you 
remove side shoots, leaves, twigs, thorns 
or other appendages for 3 inches above 
and below the point where roots are 
desired, there will be ample space for 
the air layer. 

Near the center of this cleared stem 
area and about one half inch below a 
bud, “tongue” the stem by cutting 
in and then straight up for about an 
inch. Another method which is more 
successful with some trees and shrubs 
is to remove a ring of bark about one 
inch wide from the area where you 


by P. P. PIRONE 


PLANT PATHOLOCIST, NEW YORK BOTANICAL CARDEN 


desire to have new roots develop. 

While the slit stem or peeled area 
is still damp, rub the wounded surface 
with the coated side of the green-striped 
plastic. On slit stems, insert a small 
piece of toothpick or a bit of moistened 
sphagnum between the cut surfaces to 
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THESE AIR LAYERED azalea branches 
have rooted well and can now be severed 
and grown in a draftless, shady location. 


prevent the wound from closing and 
healing. 

Then squeeze out all the excess water 
from the sphagnum moss and place it 
around the wound in the shape of a 
football about 3 inches long. Finally, 
wrap a sheet of Airwrap plastic around 
the sphagnum, with the coated side 
next to the moss. Twist the upper and 
lower ends of the sheet tightly around 
the stem and tie them securely. There 
should be no openings in the wrap for 
if there are, the moss will dry out 


quickly or rain water will enter. 

The stem should form roots just 
above the wound within two to twelve 
weeks, depending on the kind of tree 
or shrub, the size of stem, weather con- 
ditions and other factors. 

Even when the roots are well devel- 
oped, the job of producing a new tree 
is only half done. Extreme care must 
be exercised from this point on. Before 
severing the newly rooted stem from 
the parent plant, remove half of its 
leaves. Then cut the stem just below 
the new roots, remove the plastic cover 
and plant the rooted branch in a pot 
of soil or in a moist but not wet spot 
in the garden. In either case, the new 
plant should be kept away from direct 
sunlight and drafts for several weeks. 
The plant should not be placed in its 
permanent location until at least four 
weeks after it is severed from the older 
plant. 

In addition to removing half of the 
leaves on newly rooted branches, I 
have found that wilting can be pre- 
vented and the chances of successful 
transplanting increased by spraying the 
leaves or dipping them in a diluted 
solution of Wilt-Pruf. This is a water- 
miscible plastic especially developed 
for reducing water loss from newly 
transplanted trees and shrubs. 

There are a number of reasons why 
woody plants are more difficult to air 
layer outdoors than in the home or 
greenhouse. 

The sphagnum ball is more apt to 
become waterlogged outdoors, espe- 
cially if the ends of the plastic cover 
are not tightly closed. To minimize the 
chances of water getting into the air 
layer, I have successfully used Scotch 
electrical tape, sticking it to the bare 
branch above the upper end of the 
plastic wrap and then gradually spiral- 
ling it downward to completely close 
the top end of the wrap. 

Slitting the stem prior to applying 
the sphagnum and its plastic cover fre- 
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NOW YOU CAN... 


PROPAGATE BIG PLANTS 


FROM FULL-GROWN BRANCHES AND STEMS 


Quickly and Easily with AIRWRAP 


Saves years of waiting! Duplicates favorite 
plants exactly! Works on Fruit, Nut, Shade 
and Ornamental trees...Berry and Flower- 
ing bushes...Grape and Flowering vines! 


Method used by nurserymen! Nurserymen 
propagate most plant varieties by rooting stems 
and branches. This method assures exact dupli- 
cation of variety. Now you can do the same 
thing! With no fuss or mess, you can multiply 
your favorite plants for yourself and friends. 
Saves time and money! Since it takes years to 
grow plants to nursery-stock size, larger plants 
naturally cost more. With AIRWRAP, you 
“create” your own large plants in just a few 
weeks for pennies per plant! 

Kit contains all essentials! Each AIRWRAP 
kit includes sphagnum moss for rooting; syn- 
thetic, water-proof wrapping film—coated with 
plant nutrients, auxins and trace elements for 
root production and plant growth, and protec- 
tive elements to combat fungus and insect 
damage; and all the necessary plastic tie-strips. 
One kit provides material to start 8 plants or 
trees, or to root 250 cuttings. Complete, fully 
diagrammed, easy-to-follow instructions incl. 
Widely tested and approved! The AIRWRAP 
method of home propagating has been tested 
and favorably reported by the U. S. Dept. of 
Agriculture, horticultural colleges, leading 
magazines, and more than 100,000 satisfied 
home owners everywhere! 


AGRI-PLAST PRODUCTS COMPANY Dept. FG-6 
Drawer 4440, Sarasota, Florida 


Please send me one AIRWRAP Kit at $1.95 plus 
30 cents postage. 


(1 1 enclose cash, check or money order for $2.25. 
(1-0 | enclose $4.25 for 2 Kits, a saving of 25¢. 


Name 
Address. 


City 


PANSIES 


COMPLETE IN 6 EASY STEPS! 


Preparing Branch 

Completely remove a rin 
of bark from a section o 
the branch to be rooted. 


Applying AIRWRAP 


Wrap sheet of AIRWRAP 
over ball, making sure 
coated side is next to it. 


Ke \E 


2 S 
Applying Hormones 
Deposit hormones and plant 


food by rubbing with coated 
side of AIRWRAP sheet. 


twa . 


VIA\ 


The New Plant 


When roots are seen (in 
3 to 8 weeks) cut new 
plant from parent tree. 


Rooting Material 


Soak a ball of sphagnum 
moss. Place ball so that 
it covers cut evenly. 


Potting & Planting 
Pot plant in shady place 
until new leaves appear 
Transplant into garden 


WORKS ON HOUSEPLANTS TOO! 


Y 





Make new plants 
me for yourself and 
— eve your friends! Your 

yx _ friends will appre- 
BS tg ciate your thought- 
fulness and you 
will have much fun 
at the same time! 








quently weakens the upper portion of 
the branch. To reduce the possibility 
of breakage by wind, you can apply a 
splint as a support. 

Because of the wide variation in 
response, even with plants in the same 
genus, no one can predict for certain 
which plants can be successfully air 
layered. Similarly, there is no simple 
way to predict which type of wound 
will be most favorable for stimulating 
root formation. 


Woody plants that I have success- 
fully air layered outdoors during the 


| late spring and summer of 1954 are: 


abelia, albizzia, arbor-vitae, azalea, 
barberry, callicarpa, camellia, colutea, 
cotoneaster, deutzia, forsythia, gar- 
denia, holly, itea, lilac, mahonia, mag- 
nolia, mulberry, mock-orange, pieris, 
pyracantha, pussy willow, rhododen- 
dron, rose, Russian-olive, staphylea, 
symphoricarpus, tamarix, viburnum, 
weigela, WINESAP apple and yew. 
There are still, however, some plant 
propagation problems. Among _ those 


| unsuccessfully air layered were Cryp- 


tomeria japonica, hemlock (Tsuga 
canadensis), climbing hydrangea (Hy- 
drangea petiolaris), and pink dogwood 


(Cornus florida rubra) .¢ 








vest AIRWRAP WITHOUT RISKING A PENNY! 
Send for complete AIRWRAP Kit con 
taining everything you'll need as 
with complete easy-to-follow instruc- 
tions! Only $1.95 (plus postage ) 
cas on Money order. You must be 
100% satisfied or money refunded! 
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1 per packet 

with cultural 

instructions. 
POST FREE AIR MAIL 


Men’s Garden Club 
Elects Kahlert 


e Herbert E. Kahlert, retired utili- 
ties executive of Minneapolis, Min- 
nesota, was elevated to the presi- 
dency of the Men’s Garden Clubs 
of America at the organization’s 
twentieth annual convention held 
recently in Houston, Texas. In ad- 
dition to Mr. Kahlert, the following 
officers were elected: vice-presidents 
—Charles Hudson, Jr., Altanta, 
Georgia; Dr. Ray Allen, Mansfield, 
Ohio, and John Cochran, Detroit, 
Michigan. National treasurer is 
Larry Hubbard, Westfield, New Jer- 
sey, and Woodson K. Jones, Jackson, 
Mississippi, was elected as national 
secretary. 

Several goals for the organiza- 
tion during the ensuing year were 
proposed by President Kahlert, 
among them the doubling of the 
present membership, 8,650, by in- 
creasing the size of the smaller clubs 


HANSEN'S ‘GIGANTIC 


This strain contains many blooms which have 
on the outer edge a distinct broad medium on 
slight margin of a contrasting colour. Mixed 
colours in a wide variety of colour formations, 
vigorous grower, scented. Giant, brilliant col 
oured blooms. $1 per pkt. 


and by the formation of new local 
clubs. An effort will be made to 
surpass the record of 1954 when 
twenty-three new clubs were granted 
charters of affiliation with the na- 
tional organization. Among other 
business at the convention, which 
included the presentation of annual 
awards reported previously, the 1956 
convention was slated for St. Louis, 
Missouri, at the Chase Hotel, May 
15 to 18. 


HANSEN'S ‘HUGE’ 


Highly selected mixed 
heavy, deep centre, 
margin on the outer 
contrasting colour 
coloured pansy ever 
Strong erect grower, 
per pkt. 


strain, 
broad 
Pp of a 


produced 
scented, $1 


Roth varieties withstand all the severe weather and flower non-stop for 8 months. 


Sow Seeds JULY 





Quote from an American Buyer: 


“‘l hate to use superlatives but truly no other words than marvellous or spectacular will describe the results 


The colours were unusual and the size of the blooms were truly gigantic. They bloomed all through a hot 


summer which is most unusual for pansies in our area’’. Eart L. Smith, Massachusetts, U.S.A. 

















HAROLD HANSEN, Pansy Specialist, NORTH THORESBY, near GRIMSBY, ENGLAND 
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PHOTOGRAPHS FOR JACKSON & PERKINS BY COTTSCHO-SCHLEISNER 


rose garden 


for the children 


ELIEVING THAT a rose garden is a 
family affair and that it is never 
too early to create an interest in 

roses, Jackson & Perkins Company of 
Newark, New York, constructed a spe- 
cial child’s garden of roses last June. 

And to increase its “child-appeal” 
the garden was planted with varieties 
from the PINoccHiIo family of roses and 
peopled with some of the lovable Walt 
Disney characters. 

A miniature the child’s 
garden of roses was shown at the 1954 
International Flower Show but the per- 
manent garden is in the seventeen-acre 
Jackson & Perkins public rose garden 
at Newark, New York. 

Completely enclosed, the 34x48-foot 
garden is more than an entity; it is a 
fantasy, a dream world where childish 
imaginations can run rampant. A tur- 
reted tower, candy-stripe flagpoles and 
other nurseryland structures lend real- 
istic whimsy to the scene. 

But the structures and playthings are 
merely accessories to the rose plantings. 
Landscape Architect Henry Aul, who 
designed the garden, artfully contrived a 
plan that is harmonious as a whole and 
yet consists of many separate plantings 
which could be used by themselves in a 
home-planting scheme. 

For instance, at the each 
candy striped flagpole is a triangular bed 


version of 


base of 


JUNE 1955 


that includes three different rose varie- 
ties, PINOCCHIO, MARIONETTE and RED 
PinoccHio. The arrangement allows 
access to the flagpole, or to a rural 
route mailbox, or to be even more 
prosaic, to a washing line pole. 

Two variations of this idea, a circu- 
lar bed around a bird bath and a half 
moon bed of roses used with a garden 
birdhouse—it could just as easily be a 
lantern post or possibly a pillar for a 
climbing PiINnoccHio— could be used on 
almost any property. In the same way, 
two dozen plants are used as a flori- 
bunda hedge on either side of a flag- 


Above, figure of Jiminy Cricket 
sandbox, foundation planting of 


guards 
roses 
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Beat the bugs 
to your roses 


Start early, while growth is still 
young. Protect tender leaves and 
buds with ORTHO Rose Dust, be- 
fore pests do their damage! 


You'll cut gorgeous blooms, with 
clean petals and rich green leaves, 
if you just apply ORTHO Rose Dust 
season-long! 


free dard 
re, ir Or 
76 4 nappy. @ 


ORTHO 


Keeps gardens clean and healthy—the easy way 


KEL aN ¥ Dest: ts 
‘ Sa Ny ORTHO) ip RSA 


1. M. REG. U. S. PAT. OFF.1 ORTHO 
CALIFORNIA SPRAY-CHEMICAL CORP., RICHMOND, CALIF. 


MEN & WOMEN!! MAKE MONEY IN 
ORNAMENTAL HORTICULTURE 


for exciting Hobby or Profit. A green 
thumb is acquired through study, not by 
luck. Thousands of spare or full time 
MONEY MAKING OPPORTUNITIES 
Earn while learning. Easy to 

follow Home Study Course 

Hundreds of successful grad- 

uates. Write for FREE Book 

NATIONAL LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE 

310 S. Robertson Blvd 

Dept. F65 

Los Angeles 48, Calif 


Write 
FREE 





Experts and Beginners BOTH 
3 Will Benefit From Membership In 


The American Rose Soctety 


(A non-profit organization of 
more than 15,000 members) 


ALL THIS IS YOURS Se 
TO ENJOY AND PROFIT ei * 1955 ” ren 


BY AT NO EXTRA COST... | ye 


@ Thirty articles (280 pages) on roses and how 
to grow them, written by national authorities 
for the gardener, 20 Color Plates of new roses : : 
and the famous Proof of the Pudding—candid a 
comments on new varieties tested in home (Just = 
gardens all over America Published) 
Membership includes a membership card. 
Subscription to American Rose Magazine 
Help on personal rose questions 
Use of Lending Library 
1955 Guide for Buying Roses 
Guide for Beginners on Growing Roses. 


955 Dues only $4.50—Three years $13.00 


2 The American Rose Society, Dept. 
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TRIM MASTER 
— best in the electric 


lawn trimmer field! 





ee 
Covered by one-year Owner’s 
Service Warranty. Patented rub- 
ber mounting protects motor 
and absorbs vibration. “Slip- 
clutch” protects cutting blade. 
Patented “anti-tangle” device 
prevents grass from wrapping 
around blade. Built-in edging 
guide for edging along walks 3 
and walls. See Trim Master at 

leading hardware and garden BANTAM $24.95 TRIM MASTER $39.95 
supply stores. 

















Send for literature. 


E. F. BRITTEN & CO., INC., Cranford 7, New Jersey 


NOW YOUR CUTTINGS WILL ROOT increr sack 


No more rooting failures! New propagating aid hundreds of cuttings, contains 1.Com- 
guaranteed to give professional results even on plete Instruction Booklet, 2. ROOT- 
hard-to-root varieties. Years of research have pro- PrRoD A, for succulents, 3. ROOT- 
duced two wonder-working formulas. ROOT-PROD PROD B, for harder cuttings, 4. LEAF-GARD. to 
(below ground) LEAF-GARD (above) work to- _ help preserve foliage during rooting period. One kit, 
gether, make sturdy roots, luxuriant plants, in only $2.98. Two for $5.49. Order TODAY! Un- 
record time—or money back. Propagating Kit, for conditionally guaranteed. Dealers inquiry invited. 


gf oe Sr pm ee we cee tee oe CLIP AND ee ee 
MAKA PRODUCTS, Dept. F-3, Glen Head, N. Y. 
Send Mark Eaton's Propagating Kit. Enclosed is $2.98 (for one)—$5.49 (for' 


two). If I am not completely satisfied my money is to be refunded in full 
without question 


NAME ADDRESS = 
Clit... -_ STATE_ 








stone pathway. On each side twelve 
plants are arranged so that two bushes 
of the creamy white MARIONETTE stand 
guard at each end while in between are 
beds of four PiNoccHios flanked by 
four RED PINoccHio bushes. This color- 
ful arrangement could be extended in 
a single line along one side of a drive- 
way or in any number of different 
combinations. 

The use of floribunda roses as founda- 
tion plants is aptly demonstrated with a 
corner planting that, while used with a 
guaint tower, might easily be applied 
to the entrance to a house. Another 
foundation planting that would be ideal 


| for a picture window appears by a pic- 


turesque natural-shingle facade of a 
small nurseryland house. 


Above, triangular rose beds planted at 
the base of candy striped flagpoles. 


A lush bed of the current All-America 
floribunda, Jiminy CriCKET—complete 
with a figure of the insect who is Pinoc- 
chio’s conscience in the Disney film— 
serves as the background for a larger 
than life-size sandbox. Parents who have 
taken their children through the Chil- 
dren’s Garden of Roses find that this 
sandbox planting is an irresistible at- 
traction. Another “child stopper” is 
the seesaw between two semicircular 
beds of floribunda roses. Figaro the 
Cat sits at the center point of balance 


on the seasaw and works back and 


torth. 

Basic to the whole idea of the Chil- 
dren’s Garden of Roses and the means 
it provides for releasing or stimulating 
imaginations is the sign that hangs above 
its entrance. It reads: “Adults Ad- 
mitted Only When Accompanied by 
Children.”** 





@ For more information on garden 
lighting (see April issue) we recom- 
mend the book, Garden Lighting by 
Edythe Polster and Myrtle Fahs- 
bender—47 pages. illustrated, $1, 
from the Residential Lighting Dept., 
Westinghouse Electric Corp., Bloom- 
field, N. J—Tue Epirors. 
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Raise your own perennials 


from seed this spring 


by F. F. ROCKWELL 


OW OFTEN HAVE YOU LOOKED at a 
photograph of a beautiful bor- 
der of perennials and biennials 

and wished that you might have one 

like it? But when you looked in the 
catalogs for the prices of the plants 
that you would need, you found your- 
self saying “No, ‘fraid not this year.” 

Well, it doesn’t have to be that way 

if you will bestir yourself now, spend a 

few hours in fixing up a suitable seed 

bed and purchase a few dollars’ worth 
of seed (for this amount you can ob- 
tain a very comprehensive collection, 
including most of those mentioned by 

Montague Free in his “Cream List” in 

the March issue of FLOWER GROWER). 

This is less than you would have to 

pay for a dozen, or even fewer, nursery- 

grown plants. Furthermore, these home- 
grown plants, growing right on your 


AFTER SOWING PERENNIALS _ in 
the coldframe, sprinkle the seed bed fre- 
quently so the surface never dries out. 


THESE PERENNIALS,  wintered in 
a coldframe, have started spring growth 
and are ready for planting in the garden. 


JUNE 1955 


own ground, can be set out at any time 
—next fall or next spring—when 
weather conditions are best. They won't 
have to undergo the shock of packing, 
shipping and waiting around until you 
get a chance to plant them. 

It is true that there are some things 
which you cannot, with advantage, 
grow for yourself. These include, 
chiefly, the named varieties which do 
not come true from seed, such as those 
of chrysanthemums, phlox, peonies, 
iris and day-lilies. But you'll save 
enough on the things you do grow to 
be able to afford some of these. 

Lest the reader should get the im- 
pression—and a very incorrect one— 
that I’m making this project sound too 
easy, let me first give you a word of 
warning. I'll venture to say that at 
least 75 per cent of all beginning gar- 


PHOTOGRAPHS FOR FLOWER GROWER BY 


GCRAYROCK 
+9 —~ 


CROWDED SEEDLINGS, as two center 
rows above, should be thinned and spaced 
farther apart, either in frame or garden. 


IF YOU SOW perennials early and care 
for them properly, you will have lusty 
seedlings like these for your garden. 
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BROWNELL 


SUB ZERO ROSES 


Hybrid Teas, Florabundas, Grandifloras, 


| Rose Trees and Creepers for ground cover 


Also Climbers that rebloom as freely as Hy- 
brid Teas. All have blooms of Supreme 
Merit. None larger or more beautiful. No 
Roses have been more highly acclaimed 
Send for pictured list in color. LITTLE 
COMPTON, RHODE ISLAND. 


QLENGE your 
POWER MOWER 


Keep your neighbors 
hice. happy! 


with the ) a 
RACKET ROBBER 
Automotive type MUFFLER 


Reduces nerve-wracking exhaust biast and bark to a 
low, well-modulated, pleasant tone. Made like a minia 
ture automotive muffler of long lasting aluminized steel 
STAYS BRIGHT AND NEW-LOOKING. Fits all mowers 
(4-cycle engines) with half-inch exhaust outlet... % 


to 24% Horsepower 
$ 4 plus 15¢ for 
postage ond 


hondling 
DONALDSON CO. INC. 
662 Pelham Bivd., St. Paul 14, Minnesota 
Dist. in Canada by Sterling Industries Ltd. 
8 Scarlett Road, Toronto, Ontario 


FOR BETTER GARDEKS 
MULCH 


with 


If not available locally, 
send check or money order 


Mul-Tex, the original non- 
absorptive buckwheat hull 
mulch helps three ways— 


@ RETAINS MOISTURE 
@ SMOTHERS WEEDS 
@ REDUCES CULTIVATION 


Ideal for flower or vegetable gardens, roses, straw- 
berries, shrubbery. Prevents mud splatter when used 
around foundation plantings. Provides a rich dark 
brown background for flowers and shrubs. Packed 
in easy-to-handle 50 Ib. bags. (200 Ibs. covers 260 
1 in. deep.) 


Prices F.0.B. Cohocton, N. Y 
200 Ibs. $ 5.00 500 Ibs. $11.00 
1000 Ibs. $20.00 2000 Ibs. $39.00 


Order from ad or write for free folder. 


LARROWE MILLS, INC. 
c 


Box 46 ohocton, New York 
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of 
Garden Pests 


KILLED BY 


Chlordane 


KILLED BY 


Chlordane 


KILLED BY 


Chlordane 


Sod Webworms 
(lawn moths) 


KILLED BY 


Chlordane 


KILLED BY 


Chlordane 
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Cutworms 


Keep your garden bug-free with 
Chlordane... the proven insecticide 
that gives quick-kill and effective 
long-lasting control of insects that 
destroy lawns and gardens. Be sure 
the brand of insecticide you buy 
contains Chlordane. Look for Chlor- 
dane on the label! Write for FREE 
Booklet on Control of Garden Pests. 


VELSICOL CORPORATION 


witives 
. ¢ 
” ad) 


330 East Grand Avenue => 
Dept. FG-6 7 
Chicago 11, Illinois 


deners’ failures to grow perennials from 
seed are due to one of two things: 
either sowing the seed too late or sow- 
ing On improperly prepared soil. When 
these two practices are combined, fail- 
ure is practically certain. 

It is not always the gardener’s fault 
that he sows perennial seed too late. 
The English custom of mid-summer 
sowing has long been recommended and 
has been handed down from one gar- 
dener to another, and from Englishman 
to American. But an English summer is 
one thing and an American summer is 
something else. If there is one time 
when seedlings of most species cannot 
get a good start in the open, it is dur- 
ing the hot days of mid-June and 
mid-August, when scorching sunshine 
alternates with flash rainstorms. So, in 
sowing your perennial seed, aim for 
early May to mid-June. 


The Best Place to Sow Seeds 


Biennials and perennials, no less than 
annuals, require moisture at the sur- 
face of the soil in order to germinate 
promptly. 

It is often recommended that a seed 
bed be prepared in a “sheltered” place 
—and the beginning gardener is left to 
judge what constitutes that hallowed 
but nebulous spot of ground. Years of 
experience have convinced me that the 
only really sheltered spot is one that 
has both sides and, when needed, a 
roof. A coldframe is the ideal sheltered 
place; but if you do not possess one (as 
every good gardener should) a reason- 
able facsimile can be made quickly and 
at little or no expense. Place four 6- or 
8-inch boards on edge, forming a 
rectangle, and hold in place with stakes 
driven into the ground. This will en- 
close an area 3 or 4 feet wide and as 
long as needed. 

A frame so constructed will protect 
the seed bed from dogs, cats and mis- 
cellaneous rodents, and also the feet 
of unobservant or careless two-legged 
intruders. Protection from flash floods, 
scorching sun and high velocity winds 
still must be provided. This will in- 
volve the use of a roof which can be 
put on or removed as required. A 
couple of discarded storm sashes or 
old windows (usually procurable from a 
junk yard or a dealer in secondhand 
materials) will serve excellently. Grass 
clippings or any old piece of cloth, 
placed over the sash, will provide shade. 
Plastering lath, nailed about an inch 
apart to two pieces of l-inch x 2-inch 
strips, is still better, as it gives con- 
stantly shifting, light shade without in- 
terfering with air circulation. 

To prepare the soil in the seed bed, 
fork it up to a depth of 8 to 12 inches 
thus loosening it and making it fine. 
Then work it over again, incorporating 
a 2-inch layer of compost or peatmoss 


tanding design, sturdy con- 
ction and highest quality, 





ers. Thousands upon 

thousands of satisfied 

“KLIPPER” owners, tes- 

tity to these many 

exclusive features for 

fine grass cutting and 

convenient easy oper- 

afion. 

Moderate in cosi for 

such high quality, 

“KLIPPER” power lawn mowers are built to give many 
years of 1, dependable and trouble-tree lawn 
mowing service. 

Fully powered by Briggs & Stration 4-cycle engines. 


Gyelo-rto i0IhkhY POWER MOWER 
*18" and 20° CUTTING WIDTHS* 
. These new Trimmer Type COOPER “Cyclo 
YW Mo” Rotary Mowers provide everything that 
could be expected in a Rotary Power Mower 
- good design and rugged construction, easy 
handling with plenty of smooth, depend- 
able power - from latest model Briggs & 
Stratton 4-cycle engines - under all grass 
cutting conditions - plus the 
added advantage of NON- 
SCALPING and free even grass 
distribution without piling up 
or windrowing cuttings. 
Built for Those who Want the BEST! 
Ask your dealer to 
demonstrate one of 
these outstanding 
COOPER Power Lawn 
Mowers. Write for his 
name and attractive 
literature TODAY. 


COOPER MANUFACTURING CO. 


753-755 South First Avenue @ Marshalltown, lowa 











LIVING ROOM! 5 
Any Climate - Maine to California > 
YEAR "ROUND &@ No Equipment Needed > 


BIG PROFITS iin: 


FULL TIME 


Fill your home with gorgeous Orchids. Huge purple Cattleyas, exquisite 
Cymbidiums - dozen~ of others! Many grow without soil, getting 
food from the air. White Orchids, yellows, greens, every rainbow 
color. No equipment needed. Start on table or window ledge. 
SUCCESSFUL HOME GROWER SHOWS YOU HOW! Complete instruc- 
tions show you step-by-step how he and his wife started with a 
few plants and developed a big-profit home-business- grew an 
Orchid collection now worth a fortune. Learn how orchids multiply, 
how one plant may become many, each as valuable as the first. 
No big investment or overhead. Takes but a few minutes a week. 
Big-profit orders for plants and flowers come 
from individuals, florists, hotels, clubs, ete. 
Year ‘round gift. Millions sold by Mail-Order. 
COMPLETE INSTRUCTIONS AND BLOOMING-SIZE 
ORCHID PLANT SENT FOR YOU TO EXAMINE AT 
HOME WITHOUT RISK. Secrets of the experts 
in simple language, jam-packed with 
“show-how” drawings, magnificent full- 
color pictures of Orchids. Send No Money! 
Write NOW for your FREE FACTS that show 
you how to learn to grow Orchids at home. 
Airmail is quicker. ‘ 
TROPICAL FLOWERLAND, Dept.76 
4622 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 5, Calif. 


‘ 
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*, 


Orchids have rewarded 
me richly — thanks to 
Tropical Flowerland 

5. ¥. SMART—Colerede 


GARDEN CLUB OFFICERS! 
Re sure to see the SPECIAL 


OFFER for you on page 25. 
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for your 
garden 


. 89c 
.98c 


Hers. 
His. 


So much smarter 

2 . 

~, than ordinary gloves. 
id . . 

Dirt-tight but never 

air-tight. Chamois-soft 

yet guaranteed to outwear 

any other garden glove of 

similar price. Washable. Nice for paint- 


ing, dusting, driving, too. 
WATERPROOF 


girl Grid 
Giry vrieay a 
new hand-beauty helpers \ 
Make rubber gloves old- 
fashioned. Not affected by 
soap or grease: won't slip: 
resist snags and tears. Soft 
and flexible: easy on and 
off. And they keep vour 
hands cool in hot water. 


$1.19 at stores or write 


eee eee eee eee ee eeeeeeeeeeee 


You'll be able to enjoy Outdoor Living at 
its best . . . with a yard that is protected 
by BIG STINKY outdoor FLY TRAPS. 


By placing a network of one to five 
BIG STINKY fly traps around your 
yard, you can draw the filth-ridden 
flies away from your living and play 
areas. BIG STINKY actually lures, 
traps, kills flies gallon after gallon — 
they can’t escape — can’t survive to 
become resistant to BIG STINKY '’S lure. 





@ NEW LOW PRICE... 
BIG STINKY standard 
¥,-gallon size - - - - $3.95 
De Luxe BIG STINKY 
gallon size 
LITTLE STINKY - - - - $2.95 
WEE STINKY 


All BIG STINKYS sold with 
season's supply of control 
chemical. Also NO STINKY 
— Automatic Garbage Can 
Deodorizer — repels dogs, 
flies, rats for months — 98¢ 
AT HARDWARE 


GARDEN AND DEPT. STORES 


JUNE 1955 
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| plus dehydrated manure and bonemeal 

—about 2 pounds of peatmoss and 
2 pound of bonemeal to 10 square 
feet. 


Sowing the Seeds 


If the soil in the seed bed is at all 
dry, give it a very thorough soaking. 
Then add a top layer, | to 2 inches 
deep, of garden soil, peatmoss and sand, 
well mixed together and sifted. 

Next, mark off rows. 4 to 6 inches 
apart and about '%4 inch deep. Sow 
the seed evenly and thinly in the fur- 
rows (seeds should never be close 
touch) and firm the soil over 
the row with a narrow strip of wood. 
Very fine seed should have no further 
covering except perhaps just enough 
sifted sphagnum moss or vermiculite 
(garden grade) to hide them from sight. 
Label each lot carefully and moisten 
with a fine mist spray. 

Keep the frame shaded for the first 
few days after the surface 
should never dry out. Repeat the mist 
spray frequently enough to keep the 
surface of the bed moist, but never 
soaking wet. This is especially im- 
portant when the seedlings emerge. 


so 
as to 


sowing: 


Caring for the Seedlings 


Some seeds will be up in a few days, 
others may take ten to twenty days, 
and some even longer. Remove the 
weed seedlings as soon as they appear. 


As soon as true leaves of the seed- 


lings begin to develop. thin out the | 
rows so that the remaining seedlings | 


will have plenty of room to grow. Re- 
member that surplus seedlings are just 
as bad as weeds. 

As soon as the seedlings are well- 
established, they will want freer cir- 
culation of air and full sunlight, with 
the exception, of course, of the few 
species which prefer shade. At _ this 
time the lath shade can be removed, 
but at midday when the .sun is ex- 
cessively hot, it may be desirable to 
replace the shade. 

After six to twelve weeks in the seed 
bed the seedlings will be ready for trans- 
planting. Space them out, 4 to 6 inches 
apart each way, in a well-prepared bed. 
Those that not absolutely hardy 
would be best placed in a frame. such 
as the one used for starting the seeds. 
Continue to weed and water the bed 
to keep the plants growing vigorously. 

At the approach of winter—but not 
until the soil has frozen an inch or so 
deep—the young plants can be mulched 
with hay, oak leaves or pine boughs 
to provide winter protection. The 
mulching is removed when growth 
starts in the spring, when your dozens 
of husky, healthy plants will be ready 
for moving to their permanent loca- 
tions.* 


are 





FREE 
MYERS BOOKLET 


‘HOW to Spray 
WHAT to Spray 
WHEN fo Spray / 





— 
When damaging garden pests strike, this 
handy, pocket-sized booklet prescribes cor 
rect spray materials, tells how much to use 
and how to apply them. Compiled by an ento- 
mologist, this complete spray guide covers 
flowers, vegetables, trees, shrubs, evergreens, 
lawns and household pests 
Send for your free copy today, or pick it up at 
your Myers dealer's garden supply center. 
While there, select a Myers sprayer 
from his complete line, which includes mod- 
els like these: 


you're 


Hand-sprayer 

capacities range trom 

1 pint to 2 quarts, continuous 

or intermittent types. Heavy 

tinplate construction with 
locked and soldered seams 


Compressed-air tank 
sprayers are available in 
sizes from 1% to 3% gals. 
Tanks are galvanized steel with 
welded Pump fittings 
chemical- 


seams. 


and hoses are and 


oil-resistant 


The Myers knapsack 
sprayer may be ordered 
with galvanized or brass 
{-gallon tank formed to 
fit the operator's back. 
It features an all-brass pump 
anda oil- 


chemical- and 


resistant hose. 
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SPRAYERS 


WATER SYSTEMS AND WATER SOFTENERS 
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MADONNA LILIES, Lilium Candidum TULIP Tulipa 

The glistening white flowers, exquisite fragrance and SPECIES Turkestanica 
sheer beauty of the unbelievably lovely Madonna Lily 
have endeared it to people the world over. It is one of 
the most beautiful and popular of all white lilies to 
grace the garden. Heavy clusters of pure, pristine white, 
trumpet-like blooms are borne 312 to 4 ft. high on strong 
attractive stalks. Easy to grow in any sunny, well 
drained location, ; 


From Asia and Turkey 

come these rare, many flow- 

ered tulip species, rugged 

ancestors of our garden tulips of 
today. They have charming, 
dainty blooms that are frequently ac- 
cented with brilliant color markings. 
Many varieties produce 9 to 11 flowers 
on a single stem. Once planted they are 
permanent, coming up year after year 
without further care. 


HARDY GARDEN LILIES This Tulip Species 


. ‘ ; has star-shaped 
This Fall plant Wayside’s superb, new, easy-to- elise Gowers ‘with 


grow lilies. From the many fine varieties tested rich yellow cen- 
at Mentor, we have carefully chosen only the = 
best, hardy sorts we know can be grown with 
success in any home garden. 
Wayside’s catalog lists and illustrates in full 
color, the largest selection obtainable any 
where, including fragrant new Centifo- 
lium Hybrids, colorful Mid-Century’s, 
Auratums, Fiesta Hybrids and many more. 


WAYSIDE GARDENS “1955 TULIP MIXTURE” 


Each year, we arrange with Grullemans of Holland to set aside several 
thousand choice, top size bulbs for this outstanding collection. Popu- 
lar mixture includes the finest, superior bulbs selected from hundreds 
of varieties of Cottage, Darwin, Ideal Darwin, Giant Breeder, Multi- 
flowered, Lily-flowered and Chameleon Tulips in a harmonious blend- 
ing of colors. 

The Madonna Lily , 50 TOP SIZE BULBS. .$ 6.50 250 TOP SIZE BULBS. .$ 28.00 

Lilium Candidum 100 TOP SIZE BULBS. . $12.00 1000 TOP SIZE BULBS. . $100.00 


FRAGRANT PINK DAFFODILS 
__ Imported French Bulbs The delicate, fragile beauty and prolific blooming of these glorious, new daf- 
Bulb Size Three Dozen 25 fodils will amaze you. Very hardy and easy-to-grow, they double in number 
Top Size 22,24cm $1.40 $5.00 $9.50 each year. Exquisite flowers have radiant, white petals with gently ruffled cups 
“'Cascade Strain’’, American Bulbs of shell pink, apricot, tangerine-orange and rose. 


Three $1.80; Dozen $6.50; 25 $12.00; 100 $45.00 Oné each of eight (8) varieties $0345 0ets6ueeeceeee 
WEATHER-PROOF DAFFODILS 


You have never seen such Daffodils. Virtually indestructible, the giant flowers bloom 
gaily unharmed by snow, wind, pelting rain or burning sun. All multiply rapidly. 





Brookville. Exquisite, heavy, white petals, large pale yellow cup 

Diamond Jubilee. Rounded white perianth, brilliant orange cup 

Duke of Windsor. Huge white petaled beauty, flaring yellow crown 

Golden Majestic. Fringed, dark yellow crown offset by yellow perianth 
Granvelle. Strongly ruffled, vivid orange crown, canary-yellow petals 

Green Emerald. Flaring lemon-yellow cup, gleaming white petals. 

Leviathan. Handsome, white perianth accented by a pure yellow crown 
Manco. Frilled cup of deep gold and orange. Large, pale yellow perianth.... 
Times Square. Flat ruffled cup of fiery orange-red, cream-yellow petals 
Wodan. Graceful, frilled, yellow crown, canary-yellow perianth. . . 


Collection: 1 each of the above 10 varieties (10) er 
SEND FOR THE WORLD’S FINEST HORTICULTURAL BOOK-CATALOG 


To get your copy, please enclose 50¢, coin or stamps, to cover mailing and ha 
’ es. See ; 


py # 


tyside’s catalog has nc equal. Just ima 

featuring over 1,300 of the worid’s newest an st roses, shrubs 
bulbs and “Pedigreed” hardy plants. Catalog contains hundreds of 
true color illustrations with helpful cultural directions for every 
item. Don't miss this valuable reference book 
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SOME COMMENTS FROM GARDENING FRIENDS 


WO VERY INTERESTING THINGS have been going 
on in the world of gardening—and they are 
important. 

One is the great growth in the number of people 
who take a serious interest in their outdoor living 
rooms. Usually this starts with a new owner of a house 
discovering that spring is a wonderful season. Flowers, 
vegetables, shrubs, lawns, tools, fertilizers—questions, 
magazines, problems, happy discoveries: How they all 
pile up! 

The other development is when people begin to 
find out that there are other seasons to gardening, that 
part of spring starts in the fall, that there are all sorts 
of special interests that go with a beautiful home and 
its surroundings. 

In this issue of FLOWER Grower, both kinds of home 
gardeners will be able to say, “Howdy, neighbor.” 
For we have begun something new: with this issue you 
will find a special section, the Home Garden Guide to 
Iris. It's as near as we could come to a magazine 
within a magazine. It’s the first “extra” that is part of 
FLOWER GROWER’S growing. Four times a year we will 
include the Home Garden Guide to ——————— as 
part of your regular copy. Here are some of the sub- 
jects you will find in these bonus sections: Home Land- 
scaping, The Rose Garden, Flower Arranging and 
House Plants, and Fall Planting Ideas. 

We think the hobby specialists will like this inno- 
vation in FLOWER GROWER—and that the beginning 
ones, the new homeowners, will discover how much 
there is to love about all-year gardening. 


As YOU KNOw, many of my favorite associates here 
at FLOWER GROWER are helpers in writing the Weather- 
vane page. Marjorie Johnson and Fred Rockwell and 
Montague Free and C. W. Wood and Ben Arthur 
Davis have contributed. This month it is my pleasure 
to welcome some other helpers: a number of typical 
home gardeners who especially love iris. Here are 
some of the most interesting comments on a special 
interest flower that I have ever read—and I know you 
will enjoy them too. 

“We moved into our new house just five years ago. 
Most of the neighbors said they would not bother to 
grow those yellow and blue flags when I mentioned iris. 


NORVELL GILLESPIE 
P. J. MC KENNA 

P. P. PIRONE 

T. H. EVERETT 





I knew they were in for a surprise but said nothing 
and went ahead and planted our first border of iris. 
In the spring when the iris bloomed these same neigh- 
bors and friends came with paper and pencil to get 
the names. Now they are all iris growers.” 

Here’s another one who writes: 

“Our garden starts with the spring bulbs and lots 
of tulips, then iris, poppies, clematis, roses, lilies, day- 
lilies and phlox. Of all these flowers the iris give us 
the longest period of bloom, the largest amount of 
bloom and the most colors for the least amount of 
work.” 

“This spring my garden drew visitors like magic.” 

“One reason I am glad that I chose iris as my hobby 
is because of the wonderful variety of color offered by 
this queen of garden flowers.” 

“The rest of the neighborhood is beginning to join 
up too.” 

“On a 40 x 160 city lot I have about 130 varieties 
and when in bloom they are a sight to behold.” 

“Ola Kala and Sable seem to attract the most atten- 
tion. In fact folks passing our home have actually 
driven in just to admire them.” 

“The Starker arrangements are lovely. Imagine 
rhubarb used in an arrangement. I have not seen it 
like that since I left Scotland over 40 years ago where 
the coster sang out fresh pink rhubarb 3 pence a quarter 
stone!” 

“We have grown the common iris for years. Now we 
are getting started in the named varieties.” 

“The glorious Blue Sapphire opened its first blossom 
for me this morning. It is truly enchanting.” 

“What an adventure it really is! I was never in- 
terested in iris before—always have considered that 
my lawn is too small to accommodate such big things 
as iris. Now I am head over ears in love with iris.” 

“Our little town of about 3,000 population has sud- 
denly become iris conscious. We now have a few fine 
iris gardens. I am just a novice but have decided that 
I just have to have some of the nicer varieties.” 

“T don’t have much room in my yard so I try to get 
a few choice ones each year.” 

“It’s the most fascinating hobby I’ve ever known. 
It’s like making out a Christmas list because each 
year is full of joyous surprises in my iris garden.” 

—JOHN R. WHITING 
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PLANT NOT DISBUDDED. 


as 


How to grow the football-type 


HE CHRYSANTHEMUM, WHICH IS HAILED as the queen 

of autumn flowers, can trace its royal lineage back 

several centuries to the gardens of China and Japan; 
yet today, the mystery of how the large-flowered com- 
mercial varieties initiate and develop flower buds is just 
beginning to be solved. 

The first flower show in America devoted exclusively 
to chrysanthemums was held by The Massachusetts Horti- 
cultural Society in 1868. For many years after that time 
the flower was still an exhibition favorite grown only in 
greenhouses. Now, with the growing popularity of the 
chrysanthemum corsage for football games, many out- 


door gardeners have become interested in raising these 


See how the bloom quality is 


This plant (of the same variety 
the one at right) has many blooms, but they are small. 


beautiful flowers. Many amateurs now raise in their 
gardens large-flowered chrysanthemums that are just as 
good as any gracing a florist’s show window. 

Often the amateur learns the manner of bud develop- 
ment and flowering from a fellow grower or from one of 
the many good books on chrysanthemum culture. He 
is sometimes able to obtain excellent results even though 
he doesn’t fully understand the procedure. 

The sequence from rooted cutting to flowering plants 
grown to produce one, two or, at the most, three flowers, 
per stem is reviewed here. The reasons for the various 
steps will be more clearly understood later on when they 
are explained in the light of recently gained knowledge 


improved when the plant is disbudded 


DISBUDDED PLANT. The largest and best quality blooms 
are produced when only one bud is permitted to develop. 








chrysanthemum 


about the blooming characteristics of chrysanthemums. 

The best plants are obtained from cuttings of the 
basal growth of old plants carried over the winter in a 
greenhouse or coldframe. After rooting, these cuttings 
are transferred to pots or to the garden where they will 
normally make single stem vegetative growth until their 
upward progress is stopped by the grower or by nature. 

If the grower pinches out the top 4 inch of the plant 
at the time indicated in a schedule furnished in some of 
the chrysanthemum catalogs, side shoots will form from 
the leaf axils just below the pinch. A very tiny bud, 
that sometimes goes unnoticed, will also form. This bud, 
called the break bud (see illustration below, top left), 


by CORNELIUS ACKERSON 


serves the same purpose as a pinch, for it forces the 
plant to make breaks or new growths from a point about 
4 inch below it. On the large-flowered varieties, which 
are called standards in the florist trade, there are usually 
three or four of these side shoots and the grower must 
decide how many flowers he wishes to have on each 
plant. The best and largest specimen will result if all 
but one of these shoots are removed. 

During the hot days of July the remaining growth 
will elongate 1 to 2 feet and produce a larger bud similar 
to the break bud. This bud is called the first crown bud 
(see illustration below, top row center) and it is sur- 
rounded by vegetative buds. 

The procedure now becomes more complicated, for 
the grower is told to either “take” this flower bud or 
discard it, depending upon the date on the calendar. 
Traditionally, all crown buds formed before August 15 
are removed, together with all but one of the shoot buds 
Those formed after August 15 are con- SEE PAGE 95 


Six things to look for when raising large-flowered chrysanthemums 





iii 
HERE terminal bud (left) has not starved 
out the crown bud (right). Both will flower. 


PHOTOGRAPHS FOR FLOWER CROWER BY ROCHE 


ONE BREAK has been allowed to develop; 


stubs show where breaks were removed. 


CROWN BUD has stopped growing because 
surrounding breaks deprive it of food. 


been permitted 


PLANT will normally produce 
many breaks and terminal buds 


BOTH crown buds and terminal buds have FOR LARGEST flowers. re 


to develop on this plant. move side buds from cluster 








POP LOST HIS PIPE RACK, and a couple of his favorite briars as well, but just for 
a day when Mrs. L. F. Deats used them with dahlias and barberry to win a first prize. 





We visit a community 


CEORCE WRICHT 


Jersey—that was the opening day of the Pluckemin 
Flower Show. For two days every summer this 
little suburban community is a beehive of activity as gar- 
deners from all neighboring towns congregate to show 
off their gardens’ best in this show. Men, women, even 
children, all share in the preparations—and prizes, too. 
Flowers, fruits, vegetables and arrangements filled the 
show tables under the massive tent behind the Pluckemin 
Chapel. FLOWER GROWER was also there—photographing 
the preparations and awards, using this show as a symbol 
of community shows throughout the country and also as 
an invitation for other towns and villages to take the ven- 
turous step and put on their own “community” show. 

The show committee, of course, works all year for these 
two days. But so do the gardeners who are vying for the 
prize money and the coveted trophies. Two are given: 
one for the sweepstakes winner (the greatest number of 
points), and another to the person who wins the greatest 
number of points in the gladiolus sections. 

Now, let famed photograpssers Mary Alice and Jack 
Roche take you on a picture tour of the 1954 Pluckemin 
Flower Show—a preview of what can be expected this year. 


[ier A BIG DAY last August 27 in Pluckemin, New 





LIL’L PUNKIN MAN Bobby Howell (age 5) is a proud A COPPER PITCHER takes on new life. In it Mrs. C. V. 
young man. He’s the best pumpkin grower in the town. Smith arranged cactus dahlias and shrub foliage and won a first. 
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WILL IT WIN? Show chairman 


R. D. Owen helps contestants decide. Show, but it won 


lower show 
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PHOTOGRAPHS FOR FLOWER GROWER BY ROCHE 


LITTLE EDITH was the smallest dahlia entered in the 





Pluckemin Flower 
top honors for its grower, Harry Frank of Far Hills, N. J. 


* 


CEORCE WRICHT 


SERIOUS BUSINESS is the order of the day for the 


judges. 





Their 


critical 


eyes 


will 


examine 119 classes. 


TWO PEACHES, a leaf 
tail, string bean legs 
and arms and clove eyes 
make up a tiny squirrel. 
This was the entry of 
Greg Ballentine, age 8. 














SAXTON GARDENS 





DAY-LILY NARANJA produces its smooth, shining golden- 
Orange flowers in mid-season. Combine it with other flowers 


in the perennial border or use it as a foreground plant in 
your shrub border. Day-lilies are versatile landscape plants. 


Build your garden around day-lilies 


Plan to have some varieties in flower every day of the season 


by BEN ARTHUR DAVIS 


ARDENERS MAY: HAVE an exceptionally long season summer and fall, until cut down by killing frost. This 





of bloom from day-lilies if they exercise a little 

care in the selection of varieties. Until a few years 
ago, the flowering season was short; a few varieties burst 
into bloom in early spring and then there was a long 
skip until the summer-flowering types began to unfold. 
After that, nothing more could be expected until the 
following spring. 

It is true that even now the majority of the day-lily 
varieties bloom within a two-month period, but with some 
4000 varieties from which to choose, there is a sufficient 
number of early, mid-season and late varieties to furnish 
bloom from early spring until late fall in any section of 
the country where day-lilies can be grown. 

In the South, the first day-lilies come into bloom in 
February or March and others bloom on through spring, 





long season of bloom enables you to work out all sorts of 
combinations with other garden plants. 

Day-lilies vary in character of growth. Some, such as 
Hemerocallis minor, are quite small and do not attain a 
height of more than 8 inches, while others develop into 
large foliage clumps a yard across and a half-yard high with 
flower scapes 5 or 6 feet tall. The smaller-growing ones 
may be used as a border edging or may be worked into 
combinations with other low-growing plants. The more 
vigorous varieties will give strength and substance to large 
flower beds and borders. Now that the hybridists have 
given us such a wide range of color—everything in lemon, 
orange, yellow, buff, red russet, mahogany and varying 
shades of rose—there is hardly an end to the color com- 
binations that can be effectively planned SEE PAGE 92] 
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¢ Six types of iris for 
season-long bloom 
how and where to grow 


© What to look for in 
an irts? The years 5 
“best.” chosen by pro- 
fessionals 


¢ Is therea truly “red” 
bearded iris? New 
varieties introduced to 
make a rosy future 


°* An iris grower’s 
manual—more blooms 
with less expense and 
effort—how to buy, 
plant, hybridize. grow 
from seed, prevent 
disease mistakes to 
avoid 


© Qne iris lover's gar- 
den—centuries-old and 
medal-winning — varie- 
ties of today 


© /ris and visits among 
people who grow them 
© Ancient iris you can 
grow in today’s garden 


¢ /ris arrangements 














Catherine 
Claar 
$15 


Peak Bloom at Cooley's Gardens .. . For garden color galore, plant Iris! 
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IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR THE BEST OF 

THE NEWEST THINGS IN IRIS...remember that 

25% of the annual list of “100 Favorites” of the 

American Iris Society were produced by Dr. R. E. 
Kleinsorge and David Hall. You will find their latest 
ones...offered this year for the first time...in our 4 it 
catalog, in COLOR! Some of them are shown here, & , 

along with Elmer Claar’s startling new and 
richly colored amoena. 
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Collegiate 
$15 
Beechleaf 


$25 


The Hall Flamingo Pinks are famous 
the world over. MAY HALL, above, is 
considered to be the last word in Iris 
of this series. 





























Americas Finest [ris Catalog! 





ORDER ONE OF THESE COLLECTIONS NOW... 
Plant them in your garden — they will do the rest! 


10 for $5.00 


Your Selection 


$1.00 each 


CASA MORENA, rich brown 
CORDOVAN, red-brown 
BLUE RHYTHM, cleor blue 
COURTIER, deep pink 
ELMOHR, huge violet 
FIRECRACKER, red plicata 
GARDEN GLORY, red self 
FLORADORA, medium pink 
PINK CAMEO, cameo-pink 
OLA KALA, ruffled gold 


SELECT 3 


GARDEN FLAME, rose-mahogany 
PALE PRIMROSE, primrose-yellow 
PATRICE, dotted cinnamon 
RAJAH BROOKE, bronze-red 
SABLE, claret-black 

WINTER CARNIVAL, white 
ZEBRA, striped leaves 

THE CAPITOL, white 

MULBERRY ROSE, well named 


SELECT 4 


60c each 
AZURE SKIES, pale blue 
BERKELEY GOLD, yellow 
GYPSY, chestnut and gold 
JAKE, icy white 
LOUVOIS, chocolate brown 
GRAND CANYON, plum-copper 
TIFFANJA, cream edged brown 
WABASH, purple edged white 
BALMUNG, yellow plicata 
GARDEN MAGIC, deep red 


SELECT 3 


75c¢ each 
| BLUE SHIMMER, dotted bive 


: 





Cb BOX F - 


ARDENS 


SILVERTON, OREGON 


SEND 25c FOR YOUR COPY TODAY! @ 


Loaded with large colored pictures. Almost © 

100 natural color kodachrome illustrations, 

money-saving collections—lists and describes 

over 250 modern varieties. If you are 

planning to plant your first Iris, or if you 

are a seasoned Iris expert, you simply must 

see and own one of these beautiful books. 

Actually a collector’s item, it cannot 

be distributed without charge—the 25c fee 

may be deducted from your first order. 

It really costs us almost double this amount. 
FREE WITH ORDERS FROM THIS PAGE 






Pink 
Formal 


NEW PINKS! 


10 for $30.00 
(Value $45.00) 


Cherie 


PINK SENSATION ..............$5.00 
onc s00cccadqese 5.00 
ne 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY .............. 8.00 
en, ca sesss deen 6.00 
a Wis wa ener 4.00 
So ee rer 3.50 
SION 3.50 
Ns sv awh alia 2.50 
i og as ssa sin 2.50 
RECENT NOVELTIES 
8 for $50.00 
(Value $72.00) 

aac a $12.00 
ee 10.00 
ST.  cacecescve's 10.00 _, 
De re re 10.00 aw 
Gc iccccvcccccsee. SOM 
See 7.50 
FRANCES KENT ............... 7.50 
SN nc wccsactwowes 7.50 


ALL IRIS LABELED AND POSTPAID 


+ 


Meu S carvens 


BOX F « SILVERTON, OREGON 


[] Enclosed is 25¢ for my copy of America’s Finest Iris Book. 


[] | enclose check for $ for Iris Collections which | have 
listed on separate sheet. You will send me a copy of the catalog 
free with this order. 





Name 


Address 








City State 

















HOME GARDEN GUIDE TO THE IRIS 


Iris from spring to fall 


by F. F. ROCKWELL and ESTHER C. GRAYSON 
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TALL BEARDED 


CHARACTERISTICS: Tall bearded 
are the ones most people think of 
when iris are mentioned. They are 
among the most easily grown of all 
perennials. Blooming season is from 
late April or early May to late May 
or mid-June. The foliage is so at- 
tractive that it would almost pay 
to grow them for this alone. 
COLORS: In the range of colors 
available, the modern tall bearded 
iris excel all other perennials with 
the possible exception of chrysanthe- 
mums. Blues and lavenders pre- 
dominate but other popular colors 
are buff and fawn tones, whites, all 
shades of yellow, pink, salmon and 
wine. Pure reds are in the offing 
(see page 55). 

CULTURE: Culture is easy. They 
can be planted from July until Sep- 
tember and again in spring from 
March through April. The two es- 
sentials for success are plenty of 
sun and good drainage. They are 
not particular as to soil, although a 
sandy loam is preferable. Fertiliz- 
ing is best done in early spring. Roots 
should be divided and _ replanted 
every second or third year. 

USES: They should be given space 
in any garden. At blooming time 
they dominate the garden. Can be 
used in mixed borders or in indi- 
vidual plantings. 

AVAILABILITY: Rhizomes are 
generally available, 50¢ to $2.50. 
Specialists sell the new varieties. 


to 











DWARF AND CRISTATA 


CHARACTERISTICS: There are a 
number of dwarf iris of real charm. 
Best known are the dwarf bearded. 
Except for height of both foliage 
and flowers, and for the generally 
more compact habit of growth, they 
are quite similar to the tall bearded. 
Iris cristata (Evansia), the crested 
iris, is another dwarf, but entirely 
different in habit of growth. It is a 
creeper, forming in time a spread- 
ing carpet of upright, pointed leaves 
and flowers less than 5 inches tall. 
COLORS: As compared to the tall 
bearded, the dwarf bearded have 
been neglected by the hybridizers 
and the range of colors is much 
more limited. Two of the tallest 
are Keepsake, yellow, and Sapphire. 
Cristata is a lovely pale lavender 
with orange on the lower petals. 
There is also a rare white form. 
CULTURE: Dwarf bearded require 
much the same culture as the tall 
bearded but need dividing less fre- 
quently. 
USES: In mixed borders, dwarf 
bearded bloom early and often again 
in the fall. They are among the 
choicest of all larger plants for the 
rock garden. Cristata will stand a 
considerable amount of shade and 
can be used in a shady spot in the 
rock garden or even under trees. 
AVAILABILITY: Dwarf bearded 
and /ris cristata are not as generally 
listed as the tall sorts, but can be 
found without too much trouble. 





SIBERIAN 


CHARACTERISTICS: The Siberi- 
ans are the most graceful of the iris 
tribe, with slim foliage and delicate 
3- to 4-inch flowers perched on tall 
stems from 2'2 to 3 feet in height. 
Blooming a little later than most 
tall bearded, they are valuable in 
that they extend the iris season. 
COLORS: There are no yellows in 
this group but colors range from 
deep purple to red, blue and white. 
Recently introduced varieties are a 
tremendous improvement over the 
older ones. The finest of these per- 
haps is Caesar’s Brother, a deep 
pansy purple. 

CULTURE: Siberians are not fussy 
about soil and are happy in any well- 
prepared garden bed in full sun. 
They prefer slightly acid soil and 
plenty of moisture but adapt them- 
selves to most conditions. Siberians 
do not need frequent transplanting 
—once set they are good for seven 
or eight years. Plant clumps in early 
fall. 

USES: Since they grow well in moist 
situations, they are ideal plants for 
the poolside, yet planted in the open 
garden in full sun they give an ex- 
celient account of themselves. Use 
them in clumps as individual accent 
plants, as a perennial hedge or in 
the mixed border. They also make 
good cut flowers for arrangements. 
AVAILABILITY: At least a few 
good varieties are listed in most 
catalogs. 























If you grow only the tall bearded type you are missing a big chance 


to add to your garden’s beauty. Select wisely and you can have iris 


in bloom practically every month from April to killing frosts. Give 


the ones you don’t know a trial this year—you'll be well satisfied. 


JAPANESE 


CHARACTERISTICS: The tropical- 
looking blooms of Japanese iris, /. 
kaempferi, which appear after the 
bearded and bulbous iris, have three 
extremely large, broad outer petals 
or falls and, in the singles, three up- 
right central petals or standards. 
Perfectly grown, some of the newer 
varieties may give blooms almost a 
foot across on man-tall stems. 
COLORS: There are no yellows 
among the Japanese iris, but there 
is little to be desired in their fine 
color range. Most striking are the 
orchid and orchid-pinks like single 
Mata Hari and double Shin-ran. Red 
Riding Hood and Mahogany are 
reds and there are all shades of 
purple and blue as well as white; 
also blue and white combinations. 
CULTURE: Cultural requirements 
are a little more exacting than for 
most other iris but by no means too 
difficult for the amateur. They re- 
quire a slightly acid or barely neutral 
soil and as they are heavy feeders, 
beds should be enriched with rotted 
manure or peatmoss and dehydrated 
manure. A clayey loam is ideal. 
USES: They make impressive ac- 
cent plantings in a very moist sunny 
spot or against shrubbery. Groups 
in the perennial border give an eye- 
ful of color combined with superb 
flower form. As cut flowers they are 
unexcelled. 

AVAILABILITY: They are avail- 
able from iris specialists. 





LOUISIANA 


CHARACTERISTICS: Louisiana 
iris, comprising a large and quite 
varied group, were long neglected. 
Only recently have they found their 
way into gardens. Nature, however, 
did not wait for the iris growers but 
went right ahead and crossed sev- 
eral species. 

COLORS: The Louisianas are bring- 
ing us new colors—especially in the 
reddish tans or rust shades—and 
plants well over 5 feet tall with 
flowers as large as those of the 
Japanese. This is only the begin- 
ning, of course. Named _ varieties 
which have won honors are Mary 
S. De Baillon, orchid-pink; Bayou 
Sunset; Caddo; Cherry Bounce; and 
Royal Gem. 

CULTURE: These iris are not as 
hardy as the bearded and other types 
commonly grown, and even where 
they are hardy, their natural growth 
cycle is interfered with by the long 
cold winters. Several species and 
their hybrids are bog plants and 
to do their best require much more 
moisture than the bearded. How- 
ever, they may be grown success- 
fully if given a deep soil well sup- 
plied with ample moisture. 

USES: Because of their need for 
moisture, they can be used success- 
fully around pools. Louisiana iris 
can also be used in borders. 
AVAILABILITY: Sources are, as 
yet, somewhat limited. They can be 
obtained from specialists. 








DRAWINGS FOR FLOWER CROWER BY ALLIANORA ROSSE 


BULBOUS 


CHARACTERISTICS: Bulbous iris 
constitute a section of three main 
groups: Spanish (/. xiphium), their 
hybrids known as Dutch iris (above 
right); and English (/. xiphiodes, 
left). They throw up strong stems 
142 to 2 feet tall, each with one to 
three flowers. The orchid-like blooms 
are well known as “florists’ iris.” 
COLORS: Colors range from purple 
and violet to blue, bronze, yellow 
and white. Sir William Mansfield is 
a purple English; National Velvet, 
a new  violet-blue; Wedgwood 
medium blue; and Lucinda, light 
blue. Yellow Queen and King of 
the Yellows are deep in color while 
Lemon Queen has creamy standards 
CULTURE: Though not quite as 
hardy as other iris, bulbous iris car 
be grown successfully in the Nortk 
if given winter protection. Plant ir 
full sun in light, well-drained neu- 
tral soil (except the English which 
require conditions and soil similar 
to Japanese). After the first hard 
freeze, mulch well with evergreen 
boughs arched lightly over the bed. 
This is obligatory in the North. 
Bulbs should last six years. 

USES: They are decorative in the 
garden, especially if massed either 
in a separate bed or in a section of 
the mixed border. But it is as cut 
flowers that they are outstanding. 
AVAILABILITY: Spanish and 
Dutch from most catalogs; English 
from specialists. 
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ELMOHR, one of the largest iris, has daintily ruffled, silky red-violet petals. 


HOME GARDEN GUIDE TO THE IRIS 


5 best iris of the year 


HAT DO YOU LOOK FOR in an iris? 
No doubt it’s the same thing 
that the expert seeks. Whether 

you're a novice or fancier who has 
grown iris for years, you know there 
are certam characteristics in a variety 
that make it outstanding. The problem, 
though, is selecting the outstanding iris 
from the many thousands of good 
varieties that are grown and sold. 

A little assistance is more than wel- 
come—especially when it comes from 
the growers themselves. To help the 
average gardener, the board of directors 
of the Association of Iris Growers of 
America, which is composed of ten of 
the leading iris growers in this country, 
have selected five “Iris of the Year” 
which possess, in their opinion, nearly 
all the good qualities desired in an 
iris. This year’s selections—the first— 
include the following: BLUE RHYTHM, 
BLUE SHIMMER, ELMOHR, NEW SNOW 
and PinK CAMEO. Each one of these 
varieties is perfectly hardy and easy 
to grow so that even the most inex- 
perienced gardener may plant them with 
assurance. 

In addition to having the qualities 
of sparkling clean color, heavy sub- 
stance, abundance of bloom and excel- 
lent branching, they are low in price. 
Therefore, a gardener can enjoy the 


4 


best varieties 
More 
sidered 


without much expense. 
than 300 varieties were 
before these varieties were 
“Iris of the Year.” They 
have been grown by the hundreds of 
thousands in the fields of numerous 
association members and have proven 
to be good performers in home gardens 
trom Texas to Canada. 

All are pictured in full color on 
FLOWER GROWER’S front cover; several 
are shown in black and white on this 
page. Here are the “Iris of the Year.” 


con- 


selected as 


Blue Rhythm—The large silvery blue 
blossoms are supported on_ strong, 
stately stalks. Winner of three awards 
in one year: the President’s Cup, Dykes 
Medal, Wisley Award and many blue 
ribbons in iris shows. here and abroad. 


Blue Shimmer—A gorgeous plicata. 
The large enamel-white flowers are 
heavily edged and peppered with a clear 
tone of blue. 


Elmohr—One of the largest of all 
The great blooms are daintily 
ruffled, of silky texture and remarkable 
substance. It has unusual coloring— 
red-violet. 


irises. 


New Snow—One of the most vigor- 





ous and rapidly multiplying varieties 
in our gardens today. The huge flowers, 
which are freely produced, are as white 
as newly fallen snow without even the 
slightest trace of “tattle-tale gray.” 
Their beauty is enhanced by a bright 
golden beard. 


Pink Cameo—tThis variety belongs 
to that new and most sought after family 
of iris, the flamingo pinks. Its out- 
standing qualities are pinkness, smooth- 
ness, purity of tone and melting soft- 
ness of color. Because of its rampant 
habit of growth and the great rapidity 
with which it multiplies, it is. now avail- 
able at a low price.¢ 





BLUE SHIMMER has large white flowers 


heavily edged and peppered with blue. 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY F. W. CASSEBREER 





NEW SNOW, one of the finest new whites 
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The new red tris 


by F. W. CASSEBEER 


FTER ELUDING THE BEST EFFORTS 
of iris hybridizers for close to 
half a century, the goal of pro- 

ducing a truly “red” bearded iris seems 
suddenly to have come within reach. 
Until very recently, the so-called “red” 
iris were more nearly red purples, rose 
reds, brown reds, maroons or blends 
of red and yellow—anything but the 
popular conception of “red” as a bright, 
clear color. However, the new red 
varieties introduced in the past two 
years, notably DEFIANCE and PRIVATEER 
(see page 49) by Chet W. Tompkins, 
and Dress REHEARSAL and YLEM by 
E. G. Lapham, would indicate that the 
creation of true red iris may now be 
“just around the corner.” 

Historically speaking, one might say 
that breeding for a red iris first received 
impetus by introduction in England in 
1919 of A. J. Bliss’ variety CARDINAL. 
This iris was a two-toned purple iris 
with lovely flaring velvety falls carrying 
a suggestion of red. Mr. Bliss followed 
this introduction with two maroon- 
colored iris, Mrs. VALERIE WEsT and 
GRACE STURTEVANT. 

In this country, breeding for red iris 
became the principal goal of a number 
of breeders, and in 1929 the introduc- 
tion of the variety DAUNTLEss by Clar- 
ence Connell was hailed as an important 
milestone in iris breeding. It sold for a 
number of years at unbelievably high 
prices and was widely described in its 
day as “the red iris.” Although excel- 
lent, DAUNTLESS was still only a good 
rose purple. 

There followed in the course of the 
next few years a number of notable 
red-toned iris such as Williamson’s 
ETHEL PECKHAM, a Slightly redder 
DauUNTLEss; Kirkland’s JUNALUSKA, a 
colorful maroon with a golden suffu- 
sion; Ayres’ INDIAN CHIEF and CHEERIO; 
and Sass’ JoyceTte. Then came THI 
Rep DouGLas, RED VALOR, CHRIS- 
TABEL and RED GLEAM. All of these 
were slightly more red than their pred- 
ecessors but progress was painfully 
slow—so slow that many _ hybridizers 
in the middle and late 30’s turned their 
attention to other hybridizing goals 
which for the moment seemed easier 
to attain. The result was the develop- 
ment of large-sized, clear yellow iris 
and noteworthy improvements in the 
size and form of white and blue iris. 
Blends—subtle combinations and suffu- 
sions of various colors—caught the 


fancy of the iris public so that by 1940 
many breeders were doing considerable 
work in this color category. Then came 
the pink bud iris with striking tangerine 
beards upon which much of the hy- 
bridizing activity has been focussed dur- 
ing the past decade. However, in the 
past few years many breeders have been 
working to develop a true red iris. 

During the fifteen years of compara- 
tive quiet along the “red” front, there 
were nevertheless a number of worth- 
while introductions of red-toned iris, 
particularly from E. G. Lapham, who 
had never permitted himself to be 
diverted from his principal goal, a true 
red iris, even though he made a major 
contribution in the development of the 
new pinks. Among Mr. Lapham’s “red” 
introductions during this period were 
EDWARD LAPHAM, RED Sails and 
LiGHts ON. From Mrs. C. G. Whiting 
during this time came the lovely clear 
ruby-colored GARDEN GLory and the 
brighter, more orangey TECHNICOLOR. 
Both were rather low-growing iris of 
medium size but they were masterpieces 
for clarity of color, even though not 
yet a true red. 

More recently, the late H. F. Hall, 





PRIVATEER is close to a true red. 


originator of the famous RUTGERS to- 
mato, devoted the last decade of his life 
to breeding principally for red iris. He 
achieved considerable success in this 
direction as evidenced by the parade 
of “red” introductions by Mrs. Thomas 
Nesmith in his behalf, all since 1948. 
These were COLOR SERGEANT, INDIAN 
RED, SUNSET GLOW, RADIANT RED, 
CORONATION RED and HyBLaze. Most 
of these are on the brown side and 
some are more or less two-toned. While 
by no means a lipstick red, Mr. Hall’s 
varieties are very smooth and clear in 
tone and represent a distinct advance in 
hybridizing for reds. 

Worthwhile red-toned iris are being 
introduced today from many different 
hybridizers and these new varieties are 
definite improvements in both form and 
color. Among those which deserve 
special mention are Geddes Douglas’ 
sombre SaRAH GOODLOE, Jesse Wills’ 
RiGHT RoyaL, Tom Craig’s SAVAGE, 
Knowlton’s QUECHEE, McKee’s TrIM 
and Lapham’s PACEMAKER and BIG 
TIME. 

Some of the most recent varieties 
like PRIVATEER, a crimson according to 
the color chart, come very close to 
true spectrum red. The problem that 
now seems to confront hybridizers of 
red iris would be to lighten the tone of 
red and at the same time to increase 
the intensity of the hue. This should 
not be too difficult of attainment in the 
near future. There would no longer 
be the element of complete surprise 
today if one of these breeders would 
suddenly be dazzled by the sight of a 
vivid red among his seedlings.* 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY F “ CASSERPER 





DAUNTLESS, an important milestone. 








HOME GARDEN GUIDE TO THE IRIS 





Tall bearded iris—how to 


HE IRIS IS AN ANCIENT FLOWER. Its 
CT praises are sung by the poets of 

antiquity as well as by modern 
writers. We learn from Greek mythol- 
ogy that the word “iris” signifies “rain- 
bow,” and also that Iris, the personi- 
fication of the rainbow, was one of the 
lesser goddesses who acted as a mes- 
senger for Juno and other greater di- 
vinities. 

Caesar's legions carried the iris into 
France, Germany and England, where 
they planted it on the graves of their 
fallen comrades. The French adopted 
it as their national flower, and it was 


used in the decorations on the coat of 
arms of French kings. In America 
a century ago, iris were found in many 
gardens. In recent years, in polls con- 
ducted by magazines and newspapers 
in various parts of the country, it has 
been voted one of the most popular 
flowers. In a poll of FLOWER GROWER 
readers it was voted the second most 
popular flower. 

But the iris which for centuries has 
been held in such high esteem by 
gardeners and whose beauty has been 
extolled by poets is far inferior to the 
modern varieties. The old sorts, dull 
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DRAWINGS FOR FLOWER GCROWER BY ALLIANORA ROSSE 
THE MODERN IRIS is much superior to the ones which grew in 


grandmother's garden. Every part of the flower is carefully regarded 
by hybridizers in bringing forth the new and interesting varieties. 
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in color, small in size and poor in 
form and texture, contributed only a 
fleeting splash of color to the spring 
garden. 


Larger, More Colorful Iris 


The modern iris, the product of the 
painstaking labors of expert hybridizers 
during the last two decades, is so su- 
perior to the iris which grew in our 
grandmothers’ gardens and which, un- 
fortunately, are still found in many 
gardens today, that it is quite apparent 
these obsolete varieties should be tossed 
upon the compost heap. There are now 
available hundreds of kinds in an al- 
most infinite variety of color, form, 
height and size. Some support mam- 
moth flowers on 50-inch stalks; others, 
tiny gems for the rock garden and 
edging, are only a few inches tall. 

Most gardeners are interested in se- 
curing a really fine collection of iris 
at relatively small expense and with as 
little trouble as possible. Also, they 
want them to produce prodigious crops 
of flowers with a minimum expenditure 
of muscular effort. To assist in ac- 
complishing this object is the purpose 
of this manual. 


Experience, Not Theories 


The information given here about 
growing iris has not been acquired by 
sitting in a comfortable armchair pe- 
rusing ponderous tomes on horticulture, 
but has been patiently gathered in the 
garden itself while planting long rows 
of rhizomes, swinging a hoe, trudging 
behind a cultivator, pollenizing thou- 
sands of blossoms, planting myriads of 
iris seeds, walking up and down hun- 
dreds of long rows in full flower and 
carefully examining the beautiful blos- 
soms. 

It would be as easy to describe a 
beautiful sunset or a hummingbird 
flashing in the sun like a winged jewel 
as to give an accurate word-picture of 
an iris. Even colored illustrations, mas- 
terpieces of the printer’s art, do not 











This complete iris manual was prepared by A. F. Bloese for the Association 


of Iris Growers of America for presentation in Flower Grower Magazine 


grow them to perfection 


capture all the beauty of the flower. 
They cannot show the sparkling dia- 
mond dust found on some varieties, the 
rich velvety texture of others or the 
opalescent, jewel-like glow of still 
others. 


Iris for Every Garden 


There are iris for every garden and 
every purse. Even high-priced vari- 
eties are not really expeasive. For in- 
stance, a five-dollar iris may multiply 
five to one the first year, bringing the 
cost per rhizome down to one dollar 
each. At this rate of increase the cost 
will soon be reduced to a few cents 
a plant. Unlike many bulbous flowers, 
iris do not “run out” in a few years; 
instead, they add more and more beauty 
to the garden from year to year. It is 
no exaggeration to say that an iris is 
more permanent than an oak. The 
descendants of a single rhizome will 
still be beautifying thousands of gar- 
dens centuries in the future if given 
only a minimum of care. The yearly 
increase may be speeded up by trans- 
planting after each blooming season. 


Specialists Offer Best 


The ideal way to select iris is to visit 
an iris farm while the plants are in 
bloom. Next best is to shop from cata- 
logs in which many excellent varieties 
are illustrated in color. While the pic- 
tures cannot, of course, reveal all the 
beauty of the flowers, they nevertheless 
give a good idea of their color and 
form. 

Backyard gardeners, who sometimes 
sell iris, generally have only a limited 
number of varieties to select from and 
their stock is usually grown under such 
crowded conditions that the rhizomes 
are undersized, lacking in vigor and 
they may be infected with borers. In 
the fields of iris specialists the rows 
are wide apart and the plants are 
spaced in the rows to give each plant 
plenty of elbow room. This gives each 
rhizome a chance to develop to a maxi- 





(root) and fan of 
as you would for vegetables. 


soil above rhizome. For 








AN IRIS PLANT received from a grower will consist of a rhizome 


leaves—labeled, of 
Dig a trench or hole 5 or 6 inches 
deep, spread out the roots and set plant so there is | 
dramatic effect, 
trianguiar fashion, with their noses pointed in, throughout border. 


course. Prepare the soil 
inch of 


spot three iris in a 








mum degree, storing up sufficient ener- 
gy to insure good bloom the next flow- 
ering season. 

You get what you pay for. Cut-rate 
plants which are, of course, of cut-rate 
quality, are actually more expensive 
than rhizomes at a reasonable price 
backed by a grower whose reputation 
for fair dealing is unquestionable. 

A plant without a label, unless it 
can be identified, has lost’*most of its 
value. Iris purchased from an up-to- 
date grower are neatly packed in rows, 
like soldiers on parade, between layers 
of clean excelsior. The leaves are cut 
back and to each plant a label is at- 
tached bearing the name of the variety. 
It is impossible to overemphasize the 
importance of accurate labeling. We 
agree with Henry Van Dyke who tells 
us; “To be able to call plants by name 
makes them a hundred times more 
sweet and intimate.” 


Easy to Grow 


The iris is not fastidious as to soil or 
where it is planted in the garden. It 


will thrive in half sun and in any soil 
which will grow good vegetables. 
Strongly acid soil will be improved by 
an application of ground limestone suf- 
ficient to cover the ground lightly. Poor 
soil may be enriched with bonemeal 
or commercial fertilizer. Well-rotted 
manure may be used but it should not 
come in direct contact with the rhi- 
zomes. It is not necessary to apply 
fertilizer near the plants as iris fre- 
quently send out roots a yard or more 
in length. Over-fertilization, especially 
with fertilizers rich in nitrogen, will 
result in lush leaf growth but no flow- 
ers. Heavy clay soil may be lightened 
by the addition of peat, compost, wood 
ashes, sand or even pieces of broken 
flowerpots. Standing water should be 
avoided. Iris are drought resistant and 
also are not adversely affected by wet 
weather if the drainage is good. 

The soil should be prepared as for 
garden vegetables. Make a trench or 
hole 5 or 6 inches deep. Hold the rhi- 
zome with one hand while filling in 
the soil with the other. Taking care to 
spread the roots well, cover the plant 
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Tris may be planted almost anywhere 


about an inch. Then firm the ground 
with the ball of the foot and soak the 
soil thoroughly. 

Just before sundown is an ideal time 
to plant iris as then they may be 
watered without danger of injuring the 
plants. If they are set out in the morn- 
ing on a torrid, sunny day and watered, 
the leaves may be blanched and there 
will be some danger of rot. 


“Like a Duck on Water” 


Someone, who was more adept at 
coining striking phrases than dissemi- 
nating reliable information regarding 
iris culture, advised gardeners to plant 
iris “like a duck on water.” In other 
words, to expose at least half of the 
rhizome to light and air. This bad ad- 
vice has resulted in the destruction of 
thousands of newly planted iris through 
heaving during the winter months. A 
rhizome on top of the ground is usually 
killed but if covered with soil survives 
subzero temperatures. 

The best way to learn how deep to 
plant iris is to consult the most reliable 
authority, Mother Nature. If iris seeds 
are planted a foot apart and the seed- 
lings left where they grow to reach ma- 
turity without transplanting them, all 
the rhizomes will be covered with soil. 


Iris Are Intelligent 


Iris will correct even the most ludi- 
crous mistakes of neophyte gardeners. 
For instance, rhizomes planted upside 
down will still send their fans out in 
the right direction, straight up. An iris 
planted 4 or 5 inches deep will not 
give up. It will produce a narrow stem, 
or what might be called a_ pipeline, 
which will stop growing about an inch 
before it reaches the surface of the 
ground. At this point it forms another 
rhizome, transferring the energy stored 
in the too deeply planted root. It will 
not, however, bloom until the next sea- 
son. How does the rhizome know when 
the stem has reached just the right 
length? This is only one of the many 
unsolved mysteries relating to plants. 


Heaving Easily Prevented 
Late plantings, which do not give the 


rhizomes an opportunity to form a 
large enough root system for effective 
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anchorage before cold weather arrives, 
are subject to heaving. In regions where 
the ground thaws during the winter, 
late plantings should be covered with 
four or five inches of soil just after 
the first heavy freeze. The purpose of 
this covering is to keep the cold in 
and the heat out. 

The rhizomes of old clumps some- 
times become so crowded that those 
in the center are partly pushed out of 


the ground, although they may have 
originally been planted properly. The 


clump, however, has such an extensive 
root system to hold it in place that only 
a few rhizomes are exposed. Such 
clumps should be dug, broken up and 
the rhizomes transplanted. 


When to Plant 


It is impossible to lay down a hard 
and fast rule as to when to plant iris 
as the ideal time varies for different 
sections of the country. In the North- 
ern states this may be from late July 
until October. In the South it is ad- 








CUTTING THE FOLIAGE after 
the blooming season is a question- 
able practice. Although it may not 
cause much injury to the plant, 
cutting the foliage reduces the rate 
at which the rhizome increases. 











vantageous to wait until the heat of 
the summer has subsided somewhat. 

In theory, every iris purchased this 
year will bloom next spring. No mat- 
ter how much care the grower exercises 
in selecting blooming-sized rhizomes, 
not every one will blossom the first 
year. A good average is 80 to 90 per 


cent. Some varieties may take a year 
to become acclimated to a new environ- 
ment. 

Mark Twain said, “You cannot tell 
by the looks of a frog how far he can 
jump.” It is not possible to determine 
the size of the blooms by the size of 
the rhizome. There does not seem to 
be any relation between the size of the 
rhizome and the flower it produces. 
A reliable grower, however, will send 
out only the largest and best rhizomes 
of any particular variety. 

A commercial iris division consists 
of a single fan. It will produce a clump 
of three, four or five rhizomes and one 
or more bloom stalks the following 
spring after it is planted. Varieties vary 
in their habits of growth. Some grow 
rampantly and increase rapidly, while 
others—by far the minority—multiply 
more slowly. 


Where to Plant 


Iris may be planted almost anywhere 
in the garden with excellent effect. 
They are frequently used as a dividing 
line to separate two gardens. The 
beauty of a pool will be enhanced by 
iris planted beside it. This is also true 
of a brook or pond. Rows of iris 
planted in beds 4 or 5 feet wide and 
of any length make a beautiful mass 
effect from a distance, while nearby the 
blossoms of the various varieties may 
be easily compared. Also, if the rows 
are 2 feet apart, keeping the plants free 
from weeds is greatly facilitated. 

The newer varieties, because of their 
brilliant colors, have remarkable “carry- 
ing” qualities. This is even true of the 
so-called “blacks.” They stand out at 
a considerable distance. 

A border of iris around the garage 
or a barn will improve the appearance 
of these buildings. For dramatic effect, 
spot three iris, triangular fashion, their 
noses pointed in, here and there in the 
garden (see diagram). They will make 
a colorful clump the first time they 
bloom. 

Do not plant iris closer than 18 
inches from the edge of the lawn or 
under shrubs or trees where they do 
not receive at least half sun. Also avoid 
spots where there is standing water for 
several days after rains. 

Every year leading growers buy many 
new varieties and discard about the 
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ORIENTAL POPFIES- TITANS Among Perennials 


For sheer brilliance and gargantuan floral proportions no other 
perennial can match Oriental Poppies. The new shades of rose, 


B I G 10 salmon, lavender and mahogany in addition to the flaming reds Pp | C T U R y 


C oO L L E C T I Oo N and clear pinks have increased their popularity tremendously. 
They simply dominate any part of the garden selected for them. C OLLE Cc TION 








10 Outstanding Varieties Planted singly or in groups they are most effective. May-June 
Including All Colors is Poppy time when the giant flowers on towering 3 to 5-foot BETTY ANN 
of Oriental Poppies stems are always a main attraction. Although regarded pri- 
GLOWING ROSE. New beconia rose. marily as garden flowers, Oriental Poppies provide superb WATERMELON 


A beauty. material for indoor decoration, CHEERIO 
JESSIE CURTIS. Striking mahogany ; 
ne SPECIAL COMBINATION OFFER EMPRESS OF INDIA 
CLAUDE FOX. Deepest red. ° . 
SALMON GLOW. Huge dovble Both Poppy Collections $3.75 Postpaid 
salmon pin Catalog value $4.20 
te tn (14 plants) for only $10.50 a 


WHIRLWIND. Large early orange. 











MARY JANE MILLER. Immense All Labeled and Postpaid 

geranium pink. 

hr pggllamalaaaamanaas Once You Have Some of the Beautiful Varieties Offered Here You 
TANAGER. New giant scarlet Will Never Part With Them! 


CURTIS GIANT SALMON PINK. 
Big light pink. 
JOHN Ill. Dwarf coral red. 


All 10 (cat. value $9.10) 
for $7.50 


All orders will be filled with husky one-year-old plants. Shipment will begin Aug. Ist. 


hulle Mans WUdeNA, 
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6 SOLID MONTHS OF GAR) 


__ DWARF BEARDED IRIS Vii} 
For March - May Flowering WITH 


* Dwarf Bearded Iris are ideal for the rock garden or any 






foreground planting. Height averages 6 to 10 inches and We love the IRIS b 
established plantings will rival the tulips and daffodils Bay 5 wedin al 
for masses of early spring color. on y 3 or 4 weeks O 

TONY. Late red purple. since discovering tha 


KEEPSAKE. Dainty golden yellow, 


anyone can actually | 
INK SPOT. Deepest blue violet. os 


PAM. New cream and yellow. practically the year a 
ATROVIOLACEA. Early red purple. Here 1S your opp 
SNOW MAIDEN. Pure white. Taller variety. after veara successio 

COLLECTION PRICE. All 6 Varieties Only $3.00 garden from earliest 


BULB IRIS— THE PERFECT CUT FLOWER Outstanding collecti 


selected by Walter 
Blooms From February-June ; Pa 
pleasure and satisfac 
No other iris and few other flowers can match these charming 


bulb irts for cut flower purposes. The long lasting blooms of 


ich intriguing colors provide most artistic material for floral = 
Japanese Iris, ORCHID FAWN....... Each $6.00 arrangements. Equally beautiful in the garden requiring mini [ANT BE 
mum garden space. Our assortment here will include only top For May-Jut 
size bulbs including many of the newer varieties in a complete 
range of color. Here we have selected 
12 MINIATURE RETICULATAS. 3 J. S. Dijt, red—3 Contab, Fall Bearded Iris in Am 
blue—3 Danfordiae, yellow—3 Hercules, purple... ... $2.50 — a and unst 
12 NEW GIANT DUTCH. 3 King Mauve, orchid —3 le Mogol, ruse sans 
bronze —3 Princess Irene, white and gold —3 Blue Ribbon, OLA KALA. Finest deep ye 
huge new blue ...... ae re rit ree 1.50 BLUE RHYTHM. Smooth cc 
18 RARE SPANISH, 3 ecch of all 6 varieties, all pictured SOLID MAHOGANY. Mos 
below .. 1.50 PINK CAMEO. Finest pink 
12 ENGLISH. Mixed colors of blue, wine, orchid and white... 1.50 MINNIE COLQUITT. Best 
UNSET BLAZE. Beautiful 
COLLECTION PRICE - - -- - -- All 48 Bulb 7 
. MASTER CHARLES. Deep 
Only $5.95 SNOW FLURRY. Huge ruf 
MULBERRY ROSE. Largest 
. } WABASH. Most popular w 
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All 10 Varieti 
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EN COLOR AND BEAUTY 


VEY WORLD FAMOUS IRISES 


SIBERIAN AND SPURIA IRIS 
For May-July Flowering 


| 





it could never be satisfied with 
iris blooms each year. Especially 
for the greater part of the U. S. 
ave iris blooming in the garden 
Y _= 

ound. . covered with artistic flowers. Height averages 
irtunity to order and enjoy year 3, w 4 feet. 

1 of rainbow colors in your own 


Best of all irises for the perennial border or 


landscaping. Established clumps are simply 


_— y¢ ERIC THE RED. Finest red. 
spring to midsummer with these TYCOON. Largest flower. Deep violet, 


ins. Every variety, personally OTTAWA. Striking white and blue 


iiarx, assures you of maximum GOLD NUGGET. Pure yellow Spuria. 
. GATINEAU. Largest sky blue. 


ion at blooming time. 
CAESAR. Large purple. 


COLLECTION PRICE 
All 6 Varieties $4.95 


MAARDED IRIS 
1e Flowering 





IRIS GARDEN COLLECTION 
All 5 Collections —(82 Choice Iris Plants 
and Bulbs) 


10 of the most popular 
rica today. Each ts a uni- 


HIGO IRIS 
FINEST STRAIN OF JAPANESE IRIS 


low. June-July Flowering 


nflower blue 


rpassed in its respective 











Leculer deen vod. Our beautiful selected seedlings will not only 
2 be a revelation to you but will be the highlight 
in its price class 

t d ; ; of your summer garden after other irises are 
nite an > cat . 
ite-and purple piicata. past. The massive vet graceful flowers, many of 


opper blend. dinner plate size, display most beautiful shades 


lowing violet. 
led white. 
rose purple. 











1ite and purple amoena, 
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bs Only $5.95 





Dwarf Iris 
INK SPOT and 
MOON GLEAM 


All Collections Postpaid 





of blue, lavender, orchid, purple, red, white and 
innumerable variegated patterns. All plants are 
selected in bloom to assure you of receiving the 
widest color range possible. 


COLLECTION PRICE 
6 Clumps All Different $5.00 


Japanese Iris 


PIN STRIPE 
Each $3.75 
















































America’s 
Most Promising 
Perennial! 


Plant Daylilies for Continuous 
Blooms From May to September. 
Order Now. We Can Ship Anytime. 
If you have never grown Daylilies we highly 
recommend the following varieties for a starter... 
STARTER COLLECTION 


AUGUST PIONEER. Deep yellow flushed red. 


Potentate 





AUTUMN RED. Very fine late red. PICTURE COLLECTION 
BARONET. Large early brick red. Four recent introductions 
SeuaeTee. Sony det meheguay. shown in natural color here. 


BURBANK. Early canary yellow. 
GEORGE YELD. Large rose brown and yellow. 


POTENTATE, CANARI, COLO- 


PRISCILLA. Deep dusky rose. NIAL DAME, ROYAL RUBY 
DAZZLER. Huge golden yellow. (catalog value $10.00). 
DOVER. Earliest pure orange. For only $7 50 


ESTMERE, Dwarf apricot yellow. 

FLAMULA., Large scarlet. 

GRANADA, Finest copper brown. 
MARGARET PERRY. Copper red and yellow. 
MIKADO. Soft yellow, mahogany center. 
WINSOME. Earliest dainty yellow. 


} Any 7 for $3.50, All 15 for only $6.95 
Labeled and postpaid. 


HAND POLLINATED 
DAYLILY SEEDS 


We can offer a limited quantity of 
hand pollinated seeds from our best 
named varieties. These seeds will pro- 
duce many fine seedlings in a wide 
range of colors including pink, red, 
wine, and yellow shades. 


40 seeds $1.....100 seeds $2 


All seed orders are accepted 
subject to 1955 crop. 


OUR 1955 CATALOG « Offers you the World's Most Comprehensive Iris 
Collection ¢ Outstanding Collection of Daylilies « America's finest Oriental 
Poppies ¢ Many new varieties of Tritomas. Hardy Asters, The Millet Strain of Lenten 
Roses, New lilies and other choice perennials, Almost 100 color illustrations including many new ones 
for this edition. Copy free with order from this ad. For catalog only please send 25¢, 


Labeled and postpaid. 
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IRIS MANUAL CONTINUED 


For success start with good plants 


same number. When a variety is super- 
seded by a better one, the old iris is 
dropped. More progress has been made 
in improving the iris than with any 
other flower. Gardeners who have not 
seen any of the newer varieties have a 
rare treat in store for them. The old 
sorts resemble modern varieties about 
as closely as a Model-T Ford looks 
like a Lincoln just off the assembly 
line. 


An Old French Custom 


In France iris are frequently planted 
as a border around the vegetable gar- 
den. Many varieties are delightfully 
fragrant. The rhizome usually has the 
same scent as the flower. French peas- 
ants dig up surplus rhizomes of the 
most fragrant varieties a few months 
after the blooming season, scrub them 
clean with a stiff brush and cut off the 
leaves flush with the rhizome. The 
skin is pared off with a sharp knife. 
The rhizomes are then placed in the 
sun to dry, care being taken to prevent 
them from becoming wet with rain or 
dew. At first they have an earthy 
aroma like that of rich black soil of 
the woods, but as they become thor- 
oughly dry, the perfume of violets or 
some other flower is noted and often 
remains even after an elapse of several 
years. These rhizomes are placed in 
hope chests and linen closets to add 
fragrance to towels, sheets, pillow slips 
and handkerchiefs. 


Dispose of Old Varieties 


Gardeners who have some of the old 
varieties in their gardens—really fugi- 
tives from the compost heap—should 
dig them up and replace them with 
modern sorts of breath-taking beauty 
that will stop passers-by. Dried rhi- 
zomes tossed into a fire in the fireplace 
will produce a delicate scent that will 
permeate the whole house. This is an 
excellent way to dispose of them. It 
requires no more effort to grow beauti- 
ful modern varieties than the old ones. 


Iris Have Fast Colors 


Gardeners frequently inquire as to 
how they may keep their iris from 
changing color, stating that a number 
of years ago they planted half a dozen 
each of white and blue, and at the 


last blooming season the bed consisted 
almost wholly of blue flowers. This 
transformation was not caused by the 
white iris changing color but was the 
result of their being crowded out by 
the blue iris multiplying more rapidly 
than the white ones. We should add, 
however, that this is just an example. 
We do not wish to give the impression 
that the blues multiply any faster than 
iris of other colors. In each color class 








IRIS BORERS are actually the 
larva worms of a moth which flies 
at dusk. The short-lived moth ap- 
pears and lays its eggs in the fall. 
The eggs hatch into worms which 
work their way down the fan into 
the rhizome. When developed, the 
larva burrows into the soil and 
goes into the pupa stage. 











may be found varieties which are ex- 
traordinarily vigorous and prolific. If 
seed pods are allowed to form and are 
not removed, seedlings spring up which 
may change the color of a bed of iris 
as iris do not come true to color from 
seed. 


Iris Freaks 


Occasionally a blossom will appear 
with four or more standards and an 
equal number of falls; or a white iris 
will have falls which are one-half white 
and one-half blue. These changes are 
transient and usually do not occur two 
years in succession on the same plant. 

A sport or mutation may appear on 
a fruit tree or a berry bush—that is, 
a new variety. The Rep DELicious 
apple was found growing on a branch 


of another variety of apple tree. No 
satisfactory explanation has ever been 
given regarding the cause of this phe- 
nomenon. 

As far as we have been able to learn, 
a sport has never been found in iris. 
New varieties have all been produced 
by making crosses and planting the 
seeds resulting from them. It is, how- 
ever, true that varieties may vary slight- 
ly in color in different sections of the 
country. The color seems to be intensi- 
fied when iris are planted in soil exceed- 
ingly rich in iron and other minerals. 


Cutting the Leaves Back 


Many gardeners who like to cut their 
iris back within a few inches of the 
ground a month or two after the bloom- 
ing season have inquired whether this 
practice is injurious to the plants. The 
plants begin to send up new leaves al- 
most immediately and apparently suffer 
no injury from being pruned. The rate 
of increase, however, will be somewhat 
reduced. 

The bloom stalks should be cut off 
flush with the ground immediately after 
the blooming season. This will prevent 
the appearance of seed pods, the forma- 
tion of which requires the expenditure 
of a considerable amount of energy on 
the part of iris rhizomes. Also, if the 
pods ripen, burst open and scatter the 
seed on the ground, seedlings may come 
up which will be rogues. 


Propagation 


For best effect in the garden, an 
iris rhizome may be left undisturbed 
for three or four years. At the end of 
that time it will have developed into 
such a large clump that the many 
rhizomes of which it is composed will 
not be able to get enough nourish- 
ment from the relatively small area 
their roots cover. The flowers will, of 
course, then become smaller and there 
may be evidence of malnutrition. If it 
is desired to propagate iris to the maxi- 
mum degree, the rhizomes should be 
dug and transplanted each year. 


Iris from Seed 


It is not difficult to grow iris from 
seed. The accompanying drawings 
show how simple and easy it is to hy- 
bridize this flower. Little equipment is 
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IRIS MANUAL CONTINUED 


It’s fun and easy to hybridize iris 


needed. Tweezers are required to re- 
move the pollen-carrying stamen from 
the flowers. The drawings also show 
how the pollen is applied. The stamen 
is held between the thumb and first 
finger. Pollen may also be applied with 
a brush, but when this is done it is 
necessary to make sure that every grain 
of pollen is removed from the brush 
after each cross in order to be sure who 
the parents are. 

After the cross is made, write the 
names of the parents on a label and 
attach it with a string to the seed 
parent just below the fertilized blossom. 
It is a waste of time to make crosses 
after a rain while the pollen and the 
blossoms are wet. 

Soon after the seed pods begin to 
form, paint or daub them with a solu- 
tion of 1 part arsenate of lead to 20 
of water, which will discourage worms 
from boring into the seed pods. This 
is not always necessary but it is a pre- 
caution well worth taking. 

There are two schools of thought 
regarding the proper way to hybridize 


iris. One insists that the upper surface 
of all three stigmas should receive a 
liberal application of pollen, while the 
other contends that it is necessary to 
apply pollen to only one stigma. The 
first method is more generally fol- 
lowed than the latter, and we recom- 
mend it. 

Pollen may be gathered for later 
use if placed in an airtight bottle and 
stored in a refrigerator. It is thus 
possible to make crosses with early- 
and late-blooming varieties. 

It is possible that an inexperienced 
hybridizer may produce an outstanding 
sweepstakes winner. 


Planting Seed 


When the seed is ripe, the pod will 
burst open at the end, exhibiting glossy 
brown seeds. They should be planted 
in fall 4 inch deep, 2 or 3 inches apart, 
in rows with sufficient room between 
them to permit cultivation. Not all the 
seed will germinate the following spring. 
Iris seeds have been known to lie 








HYBRIDIZING IRIS is 
not difficult. With a pair of 
tweezers, pinch off the 
stamen of the variety you 
select as the pollen parent. 
Roll back the crest of the 
variety you want as the 
female or seed parent and 
touch the anther which 
holds the pollen to the 
stigma. Do this to each 
of the three stigmas which 
are present on the female 
parent flower. Label the 
flower with the name of 
both the pollen and female 
parents. Plant the result- 
ing seeds in the fall. Some 
should sprout by the fol- 
lowing spring. 








dormant in the ground for fifteen years 
before deciding to sprout. 

After the ground freezes, a covering 
of marsh hay or straw is good insurance 
against heaving. It will keep the heat 
out and the cold in. The seeds are not 
damaged even by subzero temperatures. 

Remove the protective covering in 
spring after the ground is free from 
frost. When the seedlings have attained 
a height of 3 or 4 inches, they may be 
pricked out with a sharply pointed stick 
and planted 12 inches apart in perma- 
nent rows. Blossoms will appear in two 
or three years after the seed is planted. 

Nearly all the seedlings will be in- 
ferior to their parents. Gardeners with 
limited space who grow seedlings will 
be disappointed. It is better to leave 
this work to the experts who have 
knowledge of genetics and make crosses 
scientifically with a definite object in 
mind instead of haphazardly. 


New Colors 


A color to suit every taste is avail- 
able in iris, with the exception of 
bright red. A recent great forward step 
in iris hybridizing was the production 
of pink iris. Along with the true pinks 
there appeared other colors even more 
unusual and remarkable—peach pink, 
raspberry, golden apricot and fuchsia. 
The peach pinks and golden apricots 
have been well described as “luscious.” 
Some of the raspberry-colored varieties, 
still scarce, have a smooth, opalescerit 
sheen which reminds one of a sparkling 
opal. To describe all the different blends 
would require several pages. The new 
browns are not dull but, instead, fairly 
glow with an inner fire. The blues, 
yellows, and plicatas, as well as the new 
reds (see article on page 55 and color 
photograph on page 49), have all been 
vastly improved. 


Iris Diseases 


Iris are singularly free from disease 
and they do not have any formidable 
enemies. Hundreds of thousands of 
plants are produced throughout the 
country each year without the use of 
insecticides or chemicals of any sort. 

Sometimes the leaves of iris are dis- 
figured by brown spots, in some in- 
stances covering a considerable propor- 


tion of the leaves. This condition is 





caused by fungi. It is most likely to 
appear during hot, humid weather, 
especially if the ventilation is poor. 
Some varieties appear to be immune 
to leaf spot while others are not. 

Leaf spot may occur if all the dead 
leaves are not removed in spring. When 
leaf spot is present, it is a good prac- 
tice to cut off the leaves and burn 
them. Fortunately, leaf spot, although 
unsightly, does little damage to the 
plants. Dusting with a fungicide is a 


good preventive measure, although this 
is seldom necessary. 


Root Rot 


Iris are sometimes affected with root 
rot, a condition easily recognized by 
the putrid odor emanating from the 
diseased rhizome. Some authorities be- 
lieve that the organisms which cause 
root rot are always present in the soil 
and only need the right conditions to 
become active—that is, when a rhizome 
is weakened by being undernourished 
or from some other cause. 

Here are some of the conditions 
which may cause root rot: 

1. Using a winter mulch of barnyard 
manure, leaves or other moisture-retain- 
ing material. 

2. Permitting iris to become over- 
crowded by allowing them to remain 
in one location too long and failing to 
remove dead leaves and other debris in 
spring. 

3. Planting iris where the drainage 
is so poor that the rhizomes are covered 
for days with standing water. 

4. Iris planted in soil so poor that 
the plants suffer from malnutrition. 

Under good conditions root rot is 
not present. An iris affected with rot 
may be saved if it has not proceded 
too far. Dig the rhizome, scrape off the 
rot with an old spoon and expose it to 
the sun for several days. Trim the 
leaves back to 5 or 6 inches and replant. 
Cupro Jabonite, Carco-X and other 
preparations have been used with suc- 
cess in the treatment of root rot. 


Pseudo Root Rot 


During exceedingly hot weather the 
tip or “nose” of newly planted rhizomes 
sometimes becomes soft. This condi- 
tion may be confused with true root 
rot, from which it may easily be distin- 
guished by the fact that the rhizomes 
do not have an unpleasant odor. Oc- 
casionally an entire rhizome becomes 
soft and is lost, but as a rule nature 
sets up as an effective defense, a thin 
barricade which checks the softening 
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OLD CLUMPS some- 
time become so crowd- 
ed that the rhizomes 
are pushed out of the 
soil. Such clumps 
should be dug and the 
individual rhizomes 
transplanted. In _ the 
drawing, you can see 
how several plants were 
cut from the single 
large clump. Leave a 
fan of foliage with each 
new rhizome. The best 
time to divide is from 
July to October. 








process by walling it off before more 
than one fourth of the rhizome is des- 
troyed. This condition usually has 
little effect upon the blooming qualities 
of the plant. Iris shipped in exceed- 
ingly hot weather, especially if not 
packed so as to provide good ventila- 
tion, sometimes, become soft before 
reaching their destination. 


Scorch 


When an iris is affected by scorch, 
the central leaf becomes brown, others 
follow suit, and the feeding roots die. 
The plant may be pulled up quite 
easily. The cause of this mysterious 
malady has not yet been determined. 
A simple remedy consists of digging 
the plant and exposing the rhizome to 
the sun for four or five weeks after 
cutting the roots and leaves flush with 
the rhizome. When replanted, the 
plants usually resume growth, but they 
have been somewhat weakened by this 
mysterious affliction. 


Iris Borer 


The iris borer is the larva of a moth 
which flies at dusk. The moih, which 
is short lived, appears in fall and lays 
its eggs on leaves of the plant or debris 
around them. The eggs produce worms 
which ascend the fans shortly before 
the blooming season, generally to a 
point a few inches below the tip of the 
leaf, and then literally eat their way 
down the fans, becoming larger and 
larger, inch by inch, continuing to in- 
crease in size until they reach the 
rhizome, a goodly portion of which 


may also be devoured by this loathsome 
creature. Its development having been 
completed, the larva then buries itself 
in the ground near the rhizome to 
pupate, becoming a brown, shiny chrys- 
alis or pupa from which in September 
or October the moth emerges, which 
will go through the same life cycle. 

Iris borers in the garden are some- 
thing like cockroaches or bedbugs in 
the house. Their presence may usu- 
ally be attributed to poor garden house- 
keeping—that is, allowing dead leaves 
and rubbish to accumulate about the 
plants or permitting iris to remain in 
one location too long before lifting 
and dividing them. 

It is, of course, possible that even 
with a well-kept iris garden there may 
be borers in it because the moths may 
come from the garden of a neighbor. 
Fortunately, the iris borer, if not en- 
tirely eradicated, may easily be so 
greatly reduced in number that it does 
practically no damage. While it is not 
a serious menace, every iris grower 
should know how to deal with it should 
it arise. 

A number of preparations have been 
advocated for combating borers, al- 
though the leading growers of the 
country do not find them necessary. 
The following formula has been used 
with success: 9 parts dusting sulphur or 
talc, 1 part 50% D.D.T. wettable pow- 
der, 1 part fermate. 

Dust early in the morning when the 
dew is on the plants. The first applica- 
tion may be made after the fans are 4 
or 5 inches high and this treatment 
may be repeated two weeks later if 
deemed necessary. 

[SEE PAGE 76] 








PHOTOCRAPHS BY OWEN 











by LONA EATON MILLER 
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In this garden you'll see many old iris 


IGHT YEARS AGO when Mrs. 
E McCaughey of Oklahoma City, 

Oklahoma, saw the blooms of 
one of the older iris varieties, she de- 
cided then and there that she wanted 
to have a beautiful iris garden of her 
own. Mrs. McCaughey fulfilled this 
desire and today is growing about seven 
hundred varieties of iris, including all 
the Dykes Medal winners since 1920 
and a collection of types, some of 
which were introduced four hundred 
years ago, of interest to the iris his- 
torian. 

Her historical collection, a gift of 
John C. Wister, first president of the 
American Iris Society, is one of four 
in the United States. The others are 
located at Rutgers University, New 
Brunswick, New Jersey; Presby Memo- 
rial Garden, Montclair, New Jersey; 
and Swarthmore College, Swarthmore, 
Pennsylvania. 

The sixteen collected types in the 
garden include FLORENTINA, introduced 
to Northern Europe about 1500; PAL- 
LIDA DALMATICA, cultivated before 
1600; VARIEGATA, cultivated before 
1790; SAMBUCINA, Cultivated before 
1759; ODORATISSIMA, collected in 1797; 
NEGLECTA, 1813; AMas, 1885; KOcHI, 
1887; KHARPUT, 1895; GERMANICA 
ALBA, 1837; SHEKINAH, 1918; FRITJOF, 
1910; AMBASSADEUR, 1920; GERMANICA 
MaJor, 1800; VIOLACEA GRANDIFLORA, 
1856; and HAVAMAL, 1827. 

Others collected during the nine- 
teenth century include FLAVESCENS, 
1813; AUREA, 1830; HONORABILIS, 1840; 
VICTORINE, 1840; JACQUESIANA, 1840; 
MME. CHEREAU, 1844; CELESTE, 1858; 
QUEEN OF May, 1859; CHENEDOLLE, 
1872; Darius, 1873; PERFECTION, 


4 MRS. McCAUGHEY crosses two iris 
in her garden, Lady Louise and Lace. 


introduced centuries ago as well as the 


medal-winning varieties of today 


An Iris Lover’s Own Garden 


1880; ALBERT VicTorR, 1885; Mrs. H. 
DARWIN, 1888; PALtisy, 1889; Mrs. 
GEORGE DaRWIN, 1895; Mrs. NEu- 
BRONNER, 1898; and PRINCESS BEA- 
TRICE, 1898. 

Varieties representing the twentieth 
century are Fairy, 1905; Gasus, 1906; 
IRIs KING, 1907; LorELEy, 1909; 
JUNIATA, 1909; MoNTEZUMA, 1909; 
MOUNT PENN, 1909; QUAKER Lapy, 
1909; WyYoMIssING, 1909; ALCAZAR, 
1910; ELporapo, 1910; PRINCESS VIC- 
TORIA Louise, 1910; RHEIN NIXE, 
1910; Opin, 1901; Lorp oF Jung, 1911; 
La NeiGce, 1912; Corripa, 1914; Poca- 
HONTAS, 1913; CRUSADER, 1913; SHER- 
WIN-WRIGHT, 1915; AFTERGLOW, 1916; 
Cot. CANDELOT, 1917; B. Y. Morrt- 
SON, 1917; LENT A. WILLIAMSON, 
1918; Moa, 1919; OcHrRacea, 1919; 
BALLERINE, 1920; SEMINOLE, 1920; 
MANDELAY, 1918; Louis Bet, 1921; 
MOTHER OF PEARL, 1921; DUKE OF 
BEDFORD, 1922; STEEPWayY, 1922; 
SUSAN BLItss, 1922; MILDRED PREsBY, 
1923; MORNING SPLENDOR, 1923; CaTT- 
LEYA, 1926; FrRieEDA Monur, 1926; 
GRACE STURTEVANT, 1926; FLORIDOR, 
1927; GOBELIN RED, 1927; KATHARINE 
MCFARLAND, 1928; KING Mipas, 1929; 
Docrose, 1930; PRESIDENT PILKING- 
TON, 1913; JUNALUSKA, 1934. 

In addition to the collected types, 
Mrs. McCaughey has varieties repre- 
senting each year from 1930 to 1954. 
In her garden there are also all the 
iris that have won the Dykes Medal, 
the highest medal awarded to iris, dur- 
ing the years 1920 to 1953. In one 
row are the American winners, in an- 
other row the French winners, and in 
the third row, the English winners. To 
keep the garden up to date, many new 
introductions are added each year and 
undesirable varieties are removed to 
make the necessary garden space. 

[SEE Pace 80] 


PINNACLE, a modern variety in the 


garden, 


is an entirely new bicolor. 
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S GARDEN in Salt Lake City, Utah, has been built in a canyon. 


Narrow. terraces (as shown above) have been constructed for iris and other plants. 


PHOTOCRAPHS BY HAROLD W, KNOWLTON 


ORVILLE FAY, who is responsible for 
many fine iris, looking over his garden. 


Harold W. Knowlton, President of the American Tris Society, tells about 


Iris and some people who grow them 


N APRIL AND May of 1954 my wife 
| and I spent seven weeks visiting 

iris gardens in California, Oregon, 
Utah and Illinois. 

In Los Angeles our guide was Marion 
Walker, vice president of the American 
Iris Society, who drove us in the next 
two days to gardens east and south of 
the city. At the Santa Ana Botanical 
Gardens Dr. Lee Lenz showed us the 
remarkable work he is doing in cross- 
ing Douglasianas, Innominatas, Munzi, 
and other West Coast species. They are 
beautiful but, unfortunately, do not 
survive in our New England climate. 

The garden of Carl C. Taylor is a 
delightful small garden of bearded iris. 
His VIOLET BRIGHT is a self with 
smooth round falls; HELLEBORE a dull 
red blend; and Mopesty a good yellow 
and white reverse bicolor. As was to 
be expected, a large block of GOLDEN 
RUFFLES delighted the eye. 

We spent the evening at the hill-top 
home of Clarence E. White, famous for 
his oncobreds. Most of these exotic 
flowers had been dug up preparatory 
to transfer to the Craig garden. We 
did see JALLAH EFFENDI, green, yellow 
and bronze, and a few of the older in- 
troductions. 

After a night at the famed Mission 
Inn, we drove through narrow canyons 
and jagged mountains to the fabulous 
mountain garden of Tom Craig at Es- 


condido. Mr. White joined us there 
and we spent an exciting and somewhat 
terrifying day viewing his plantings, 
many of which are located in most inac- 
cessible spots on the sides of two moun- 
tains. His ranch covers about 250 acres, 
and he has planted 30 to 40 acres of 
iris, day-lilies and other plants. A most 
energetic and enthusiastic man, Mr. 
Craig showed us one new iris after 
another. The iris FRANCES CRAIG, 
named for his wife, is a lovely lavender. 
SAVAGE, GLOWING AMBER, AUNT 
AMORET, AMERICAN MODERN, TABASCO 
and hundreds of others were in bloom. 
B-R | (SAVAGE X CORDOVAN) was a 
massive dark red-brown blend that was 
very impressive. ENGRAVED is really en- 
graved! 1 much admired AUNT 
AMOoRET, a lavender self. He also had 
a yellow day-lily named WIDE-EYED 
with the darkest eye zone I have seen. 

Mrs. Douglas Pattison’s home, near 
the ocean at Corona del Mar, was most 
delightful. The garden was in perfect 
order, dominated by a stately dark blue 
named Mary MCCLELLAND. 

Saturday, April 24, was the Holly- 
wood Iris Show. That day we called 
at the home of Mrs. Eric Nies and saw 
many of the spurias produced by her 
late husband. 

Sunday morning we were driven to 
Mrs. Heimer’s lovely small garden, 
which featured many of our eastern 


varieties. Here we saw Mrs. Pattison’s 
PINK ACCENT, a white ground pink 
plicata which I much admired and 
which I hope will bloom for me next 
year. Professor Mitchell’s FAiRY FoaM 
was a ruffled pale cream with brown 
markings on the haft. Four stalks of 
PALOMINO were clean and fine. A num- 
ber of Louisianas were in bloom, among 
them AccENTs Dark, Saucy MINx, 
CHERRY BOUNCE, Bayou SUNSET and 
HAILE SELASSIE. 

At the Burbridge garden we saw 
many fine iris. Mitchell’s WooDMONT 
PLUME, seen here and in many other 
gardens, is a most striking white ground 
plicata with long wavy, wedge-shaped 
falls having a raspberry edge. Mrs. 
Steutzel had reset much of her garden in 
preparation for the convention in 1956. 
In her front garden was a fine clump 
of Marion Walker’s plum-colored onco- 
bred, MoHR AFFAIR. Our next stop was 
at the extensive gardens of Mr. and 
Mrs. David Lyon. The first to greet 
the eye was George Murray’s Dark 
CHOCOLATE. It is a flaring smooth dark 
chocolate with a self beard and good 
sturdy branching. It came from To- 
BACCO ROAD X GRAND MARSHALL. 
Kot NIpRE was huge, a velvety red 
purple with a blue beard from Down 
EAST times VICE REGAL. Here we saw 
ALI BaBA, a velvety garnet brown, So 
SWEET, SARAH LESTER, REAL GOLD. 

SEE PAGE 77] 
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Ancient irises 


for today’s garden 


by ROSALIE CLAIRE TEMPEST 


HE GREEK GopDEss of the rain- 
i 5 bow, for whom the iris is named, 
would be delighted if she knew 
that her name was associated with two 
subgenera of the iris family known as 
oncocyclus and regelia. Because their 
seeds are covered with an aril or white 
collar, similar to the collar that sur- 
rounds the seed of common bittersweet, 
they are popularly called aril irises. 
I doubt if there are any garden 
flowers in existence that possess more 
bizarre color effects than the aril irises 
and it is a shame that they are not more 
frequently found in today’s gardens. To 
be sure, they have more exacting growth 
requirements than some of the mem- 
bers of the iris family but they are 
not more demanding than many garden 
exotics that also require an understand- 
ing and, perhaps, pampering touch. 


Oncocylus Iris 


The history of the oncocyclus iris is 
an intriguing one. The earliest known 
representation of an iris in art was on 
a bas-relief on the tomb of an Egyptian 
pharaoh, Thotmes III, about 1500 B.C. 
This pharaoh cultivated a “Syrian gar- 
den” of plants brought back from ex- 
peditions to that country, and among 
those pictured was an iris which is un- 
doubtedly an  oncocyclus. Biblical 
references to lilies-may quite possibly 
refer to oncocyclus iris, since there are 
no true lilies native to the Holy Land. 
The native habitat of these irises covers 
a good part of Asia Minor, Syria and 
Palestine, the mountainous regions of 
the Caucasus and in the west of Persia. 
Although there is a record of TJ/ris 
susiana, the best known oncocyclus, be- 
ing introduced into Europe in 1573 by 
Busbecq, the Austrian ambassador at 
Constantinople, it would appear that 
little was done with its cultivation in 
the western world until the latter part of 
the nineteenth century when Sir Michael 
Foster of England and others introduced 
into cultivation some species from Asia 
Minor, Syria and Persia. Sir Michael 
Foster was probably the first person to 
cross these exotic types with the bearded. 

I. susiana whose name seems to infer 


some connection with Susa, the capital 
of Persia, is considered by Bailey as 
probably native to Persia and Asia 
Minor, while according to Dykes, its 
appearance would rather indicate that 
it came from Lebanon. It has been 
fittingly described as “‘a color symphony 
in black and silver,” and I can think 
of no words that could more adequately 
describe its magnificence. The back- 
ground is grey veined with purple- 
black, dramatically contrasted by a 
velvety black signal patch at the haft. 
The flowers are large and rounded, 
and the broad beard is brownish in 
color. I have grown /. susiana for a 
number of years and few flowers can 
rival its power to draw breathless won- 
der from visitors. 

I. Lorteti has been called by Dykes 
one of the most beautiful of all irises. 
It was named for Dr. Lortet of Lyons 
who found it growing on the southern 
slopes of Lebanon in thickets of oak. 
The falls have a creamy background 
dotted with crimson, while the stand- 
ards are white or pale lavender veined 
with violet, giving a color effect of 
orchid-pink that is splashed with deep 
crimson in the signal patch. 

I. Gatesi has probably the largest 
flowers of any known species and is 
prized by hybridizers. It was named for 
the Rev. T. J. Gates of the American 
Mission at Mardin in Northern Meso- 
potamia and is a native of Kurdistan. 
The standards are silver veined and 
dotted with violet, the falls a lovely 
olive-cream likewise veined in violet. 
This olive cast gives a hint of green 
that is most unusual in an oncocyclus 
iris. 

I. atropurpurea is a native of Gaza 
where Samson is said to have destroyed 
the temple. Its standards are dark red- 
dish-black, with crimson-black falls. 
The yellow beard is tipped with black, 
and the signal patch is of the deepest 
lustrous jet. 

Blackest of all iris is /. nigricans, 
native to the Moab district of the Trans- 
Jordan, combining deepest violet with 
crimson-black to give the color effect 
of almost sheer ebony. 


[SEE PAGE 82] 
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IRIS KOROLKOWI, a regelia iris, shows 
the typical pagoda-like form of the group. 
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ONCOBRED IRIS, a cross of oncocyclus 
and bearded types are becoming popular. 


RAINBOW HYBRIDIZING CARDENS 


IRIS GATESI, an oncocyclus iris, shows 
the rounded form typical of this group. 
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Tris glory indoors 


Two arrangements by 
Mrs. Louis Amer for your 


arra ngement scrapbook 


An oriental touch to this arrangement 
(above) happily reflects the springtime of far 
distant lands. 

Yellow and brown oriental figurines match 
the yellow and bronze-colored bearded irises 
arranged in a vertical design. Their leaves and 
the foliage of Solomons-seal used below and 
above display the warm tones of the irises to 
full advantage. The Solomons-seal finishes off 
the compact iris designed at the bottom and 
adds a graceful upward curve at the top. 

A brown wooden base sets off the composi- 
tion importantly and a few weathered brown 
stones at the base add a naturalistic note as 
well as a shield for the cup holder. 


These abundant spring flowers are generous 
with their beauty. Whether adorning television 
or table top, an iris arrangement (left) such 
as this brings a bit of spring glory indoors. 

A few spikes of iris leaves in the back- 
ground give prominence and glamour to the 
stately yellow Dutch irises. Below, rosettes of 
andromeda foliage blend well with a few brown 
rocks placed casually around the base. The 
rock collection serves a dual purpose. It con- 
tributes to the balance and textural interest 
of the arrangement while cleverly concealing 
the flower holder. 

The whole composition is staged impressively 
on a redwood burl plaque. The brown and 
yellow bird is in scale and makes an interest- 
ing accessory. 


Editor’s note: Mrs. Louis Amer was featured 
in the May issue of FLOWER GROWER. 





CHns(rong Cvarseries 


GREATEST ROSE SHOW ON EARTH 
Lreradecing EEE XESS Wise ete 
f 


Fall 1955 + Spring 1956 


First multi-colored 
Floribunda rose ever to win 
All-America honors! Perfect 
buds and perky high-centered 
blooms in huge clusters parade 
a dazzling display of vivid yel- 
lows and reds before your eyes. 

Circus is so distinctive that 
it’s going to set the style in 
Floribundas for years to come. 
Singly or in an electrifying 
mass, these handsome medium 
sized plants will bring the 
“greatest show on earth” right 
into your garden! 


Armstrong Nurseries 
456 N. Euclid, Ontario, Calif. 


Please send me postpaid______ bare 
root bushes of your new All-America 
Winner Circus @ $2.50 ea.; 3 or 
more, $2.20 ea.; 25 or more, $2.00 
ea. at proper time to plant in my 
area. I preter (check) 

Fall planting Spring planting 
I enclose check or money Order. (No 

1.: Calif. orders aad 3% tax.) 

end 1955-56 FREE Color Catalog. 














Oriental poppies: what you 
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by T. H. EVERETT 


should know to grow them 


1. Are the newer varieties with unusual colors any 
more difficult to grow than the older varieties? 


The newer varieties of Oriental poppies, including those 
of unusual colors are, in general, more vigorous and easier 
to grow than most of the older introductions although 
probably none is as tough and fool-proof as the old-time, 
orange-colored single-flowered kind or the old double- 
flowered one called OLYMPIA. 


2. When should Oriental poppies be planted? How 
deep? 


Oriental poppies are best planted at the end of their 
dormant season and just before new growth begins, that 
is in late August or early September, but they can be 
safely moved as late as October. Set the plants so that 
the top of the clump of roots is about 3 inches beneath 
the soil surface, slightly shallower in heavy than in light, 
sandy soil. 


3. How should the soil be prepared before plant- 
ing? Should | put in organic or inorganic fer- 
tilizer before planting? 


One of the most important needs of Oriental poppies is 
really sharp drainage. If there is any suspicion of water- 
logging or stagnation, these plants soon “give up the 
ghost.” A quite moist place can be made suitable for 
the growth of poppies only by the installation of an ade- 
quate system of agricultural tile drains. Most garden beds 
do not need such drastic measures. Ordinarily, turning 
the soil to the depth of a foot or more with a spade or 
fork and incorporating with it a reasonable amount of 
good compost, well-rotted manure or other decayed or- 
ganic matter together with bonemeal at the rate of half a 
pound to each square yard is sufficient. 


4. How often should they be fertilized? What's 
the best kind of fertilizer to use? 


Oriental poppies do not require a great deal of fertiliz- 
ing. A dressing of a 5-10-5 or 4-8-4 applied in early 
spring and_ very lightly cultivated into the surface or a 
dressing of well-rotted manure and bonemeal lightly forked 
into the ground in spring is sufficient. 


5. Can cut flowers be used in arrangements? Is 
there any special preparation? 


Flowers of Oriental poppies can be cut for indoor use 
and will stand up in arrangements provided the ends of 
the stems are charred slightly by holding them in a flame 
for a few seconds immediately after they are cut. 


6. Last summer my Oriental poppies died back. Is 
this a natural occurrence? 


Immediately after the blooming season Oriental poppies 
enter upon a period of dormancy which lasts until about 


late August. The leaves die down and in the process 
look considerably unsightly. The foliage should not be 
cut off until it is quite brown. 


7. What are some other plants that | can plant 
with Oriental poppies? 


Plants set near Oriental poppies should be kinds that 
are not so vigorous of root growth as to interfere with 
the poppies. Such plants should be sufficiently high and 
spreading to conceal the gaps left when the poppies die 
down in midsummer. Among perennials, baby’s breath 
(Gypsophila paniculata) is one of the best. (See FLOWER 
GRowER, March 1955, page 93.) 


8. How often should a clump be separated? What 
time of the year is best? 


Oriental poppies resent root disturbance. When a clump 
is thriving and blooming weli, do not dig it up unless you 
must move it or want to propagate from it. However, 
as the clumps tend to spread and die out at their centers, 
lifting and separating every three or four years is often 
necessary. The latter half of August is the best time to 
attend to this. 


9. lonce read about propagating Oriental poppies 
by “root cuttings.” What are they and how 
do | go about making my own? 


Root cuttings—pieces of root as thick as or thicker than 
a lead pencil and 4 to 6 inches long—give a simple way 
of securing young plants of Oriental poppies. Plant these 
in August, vertically, thick end upwards and 3 inches be- 
neath the surface, in a mixture of equal parts of soil, 
sand and peatmoss in a coldframe or in a sheltered place 
in the garden; not where they must compete with the 
roots of trees, shrubs or other plants. Large roots will 
flower the following summer; smaller roots may take as 
much as two years. 


10. Are there any Oriental poppies with two colors 
in the flower? What are some good varieties? 


There are bicolored-flowered Oriental poppies, but only 
a few varieties. They are SNow FLAME, white with an 
orange edge and reported to be a rather weak grower; 
CARNIVAL, white with a basal blotch of brown and an 
orange edge (really a tricolor), a very strong grower and 
LoulsE, white with a pink edge. 


11. Last year | noticed some Oriental poppies of 
deep mahogany color. What are the names 
of these varieties? 


Among the best of the mahogany-colored Oriental 
poppies are MAHONEY, a kind not offered very often, and 
INDIAN CHIEF which is very similar to MAHONEY. RAsP- 
BERRY QUEEN and Jessie Curtis are two of the very best. 
A variety offered as Curtis GIANT Mut- [TURN PAGE] 





IRIS 
SPECIAL 


Make your own collection: 


Any 5 of the following 50 Iris for $2.50; 
any 10 for $4.25; any 20 for $8.00; any 
35 for $13.50; all 50 for $18.00 ppd. 


AND THOU—Glorious clear ice blue 
AUBANEL—Spectacular shrimp pink 
BERKELEY GOLD—Gigantic deep gold 
BUFFAWN—Superb salmony buff 
BIRCHBARK—Large cool pure white 
BLUE RHYTHM—Tall striking vivid blue 
BEVERLY—Luscious rose and apricot 
BLACK BANNER—Deep midnight biack 
BALMUNG—Huge yellow marked brown 
CAPT. WELLS—Velvety maroon red 
CORINTHE—Late blooming blue black 
CAROLINE BURR—Giant creamy ivory 
DISTANCE—Cool wedgewood blue 
E. HUNTINGTON—Like blue crepe paper 
EROS—Very tall smooth pink & rose 
FORT KNOX—Exquisite butter yellow 
FLUTED ARROW—Fine white and violet 
FORTUNE—Huge burnished golden copper 
GRAND CANYON—Pium, copper and gold 
GREAT LAKES—Most popular sky blue 
GOLDEN SPANGLE-—Giant sparkling yellow 
GUDRUN—Tremendous sturdy pure white 
oe wey large silvery blue 
GOLDEN SPIKE—Stunning deep yellow 
JASPER AGATE—Flaming burnished red 
LORD DONGAN—Unusual glowing violet 
LOS ANGELES—Cool white tipped blue 
LIDICE—-Richest royal red purple 
MOONLIGHT MADONNA—Delicate lemon ice 
MASTER CHARLES—Brilliant mulberry red 
MELANIE—-Large exquisite rose pink 
MING YELLOW—Brilliant deep gold 
OZONE—-Smoky blue with brown throat 
PESHAWAR—Mulberry stained copper 
PRAIRIE SUNSET—Pink, copper & gold 
RED VALOR—Spectacular deep red 
RUTH POLLOCK—Yellow-purple plicata 
SNOW FLURRY—Huge ruffled snow white 
SOLID MAHOGANY—Beautiful velvety red 
SABLE—Finest midnight blue black 
SHANNOPIN—Lovely rose and cream 
SMOLDER—Smoldering black purple 
SALAR—Dainty tan overlaid salmon 
SYRINGA—Unusual lilac lavender 
TIFFANJA—WHuae coppery buff plicata 
TREASURE ISLAND—Giant cream & gold 
TEA ROOM—Rose. pink and apricot 
WHITE WEDGEWOOD—Lovely soft oo white 
WASATCH—Immense white marked blu 
WM SETCHELL—Largest blue and A 


“MOHR" IRIS 


ELMOHR—Colossal reddish purple 
FRIEDA MOHR-—Massive lilac pink 
ORMOHR—Huge silvery violet 
MOHRSON—Intense violet purple 
WM. MOHR—Violet. Ruffied, veined 


One each $2.50 postpaid 


More “MOHRS" 


ALTAMOHR—Large orchid violet 
GRACE MOHR—Gigantic soft gray-blue 
LADY MOHR—Spectacular chartreuse 
SHERIFFA—Metallic violet-purple 


One each $3.25 postpaid 
All 9 “Mohrs” for $5.00 postpaid 





Ali 59 Iris Above $21.50 ppd. 











COLORED CATALOG 


Perennials * Poppies 
Daylilies ° Iris 


FREE 


It Pronounces all names! 


LAMB NURSERIES 


E. 101 Sharp Box F-65 Spokane, Wash. 
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BERRY belongs here but its flowers tend 
to blast in the bud stage in the dry cen- 
tral states. 


12. Do Oriental poppies have to 
be planted in full sun or will 
they stand some shade? 


Oriental poppies thrive best in full 
sun but they will tolerate a little shade 
for part of the day. 


13. I know there are some water- 
melon-colored Oriental pop- 
pies. What are some of the 
better ones? 


There are a number of Oriental pop- 
pies that have flowers in shades of 
watermelon pink. One of the oldest, 
and still one of the finest, is WUNDER- 
KIND. Unfortunately it tends to be a 
weak grower and is often short-lived. 
May Curtis, the deepest in this range 
of color, is very fine. Other good ones 
are Rose GLow, GLOWING Rose and 
G. I. Joe. The last-named is a late 
bloomer; its watermelon pink color is 
tempered somewhat with a tinge of 
salmon. 


14, Is there a double poppy? How 
many colors are there? 

Yes, there are double Oriental pop- 
pies. There are CRIMSON POMPON and 
SALMON GLOow (their names indicate 
their colors) and OLYMPIA, an orange- 
flowered kind. All spread by means 
of runners and OLYMPIA can easily be- 
come a pest in favorable situations in 
the garden. 


15. Looking at my garden this 
year, | saw that | needed 
some pink and salmon flow- 

What are some Oriental 
poppies that | could use? 


There are a large number of fine 
pink and salmon-pink-colored Oriental 
poppies. Among the best of the pinks 
are CHEERIO, PINK RADIANCE, PERFEC- 
TION and New PERFECTION. Of the 
salmon-pinks, Curtis, GIANT SALMON 
PinK, Mary JANE MILLER, Mrs. PERRY 
and LAcHS KOENIGEN are excellent 
varieties. 


16. | live in northern Michigan. 
Can | grow Oriental poppies 
here? 


Oriental poppies are hardy in north- 
ern Michigan. They should be protected 
in winter with a light mulch, applied 
after the ground has frozen, of straw, 
evergreen branches, dried grass or some 
similar materia! that will not pack 
down and by keeping out air bring 
about rotting of the growth of the 
plant. Because of this danger such ma- 


manure or com- 
employed as a 


terials as peatmoss, 
post should not be 
winter mulch. 


17. Will | be troubled with in- 
sects and diseases on the 
poppies | plant? What can 
I do for them? 


Like most plants, Oriental poppies 
do suffer from some diseases and pests 
but if conditions are right and reason- 
able precautions are taken these are 
not likely to be extraordinarily trouble- 
some. Bacterial blight causes water- 
soaked small spots that turn an in- 
tense black. They are accompanied by 
a slimy exudation. There is no cure. 
Dig out and destroy affected plants and 
do not plant poppies in the same place 
for several years. Verticillium wilt 
causes the whole plant to collapse and 
die. Treatment is the same as for bac- 
terial blight. Aphids often infest 
Oriental poppies. They may be con- 
trolled by spraying with malathion. 
Both the four-lined plant bug (it 
causes small circular brown spots) and . 
the tarnished plant bug (it causes dis- 
tortion of flower buds) may be trouble- 
some. For both spray with rotenone 
or malathion. 


18. I let some seed pods form on 
my deep red Oriental poppy. 
If | plant these seeds will | 
get the same color flowers? 


Garden varieties of Oriental poppies 
are presumably hybrids between Pa- 
paver orientale and P. bracteosum and 
perhaps some other species. Both P. 
orientale and P. bracteosum have 
orange-colored flowers. This accounts 
for the fact that such expert breeders 
as A. FE. Curtis of Cincinnati report 
that even a_white-flowered variety 
selfed with its own pollen will give 
seedlings of which 90 to 95 percent 
have orange flowers. There have been 
a few exceptions to this but repeated 
selfing in attempts to develop kinds 
that will breed reasonably true from 
seed have usually resulted in giving all, 
or almost all, sterile seeds. Do not ex- 
pect seeds of your deep red-flowered 
Oriental poppy to produce plants hav- 
ing the same colored flowers as their 
parent. 


19. Would you advise mulching 
Oriental poppies? 


Mulching is not necessary for Ori- 
ental poppies except where winters can 
be very cold as explained in question 
16 above. If a heavy mulch of a mois- 
ture-retaining material that does not 
permit the easy circulation of air about 
the base of the plant is used it may 
encourage disease. A light mulch does 
no harm and can be helpful, particu- 
larly on sandy soils.® 
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In spring hang- 
leaves give 
. veil of shade. 


In winter bare 
tree is grace- 
ful silhouette. 


THE TREES OF HOME—NO. 4 IN A SERIES 


The Weeping Willow 


by ROBERT S.. LEMMON 


MONG ALL the 300-odd members of 
Ai tribe the weeping or Babylonia 
willow (Salix babylonica) is the 
most widely known for its unique 
value as a landscape tree. Only the 
pussywillows, prime favorites of mil- 
lions who welcome the early foretastes 
of spring, can match it in popularity. 
A typical weeping willow reaches its 
full height of 30 or 40 feet rather 
rapidly, for it has the family trait of 
surprisingly speedy growth. It is always 
the epitome of well-bred grace, touched 
at times with quiet laughter as though 
the tree enjoyed just being alive. 

The weeping willow’s best season 
starts with the spring appearance of 
countless slender, pointed 6-inch leaves 
strung along the hanging and almost 
cordlike branchlets. All through the 
summer and well into autumn the 
clean, living veil casts luminous yet 
grateful shade, perfect for dreamy 
lounging. If there is a cool spot to be 
found, it will be here. 


Such a tree is clearly one for single- 
specimen use, for if it were sandwiched 
in among others its effectiveness would 
surely be compromised. Since it needs 
no underplanting and its roots are 
spread widely it can, if you wish, be 
provided with informal outdoor furni- 
ture to be used for comfortable alfresco 
meals or lounging. Even uncemented, 
flagged or pebbled terrace around the 
base may not be amiss. 

There are actually several different 
kinds of good pendulous willow trees. 
Farther north—let’s say in the upper 
two thirds of the United States—the 
leading weeping species is the golden 
willow, which is much hardier and 
quiet similar in character. There are 
also a few hybrid forms containing a 
good deal of Babylonica “blood”, their 
hardiness lying between that of the 
golden and its cousin. The chief need 
is that its roots shall be able to get 
water, which they have an uncanny 
ability to find if it is anywhere around.¢ 


FROM 


Slender, pointed 
leaves grow very 
early in spring. 


DRAWINGS (ALLIANORA BOSSE) AND TEXT 
“A TREASURY OF AMERICAN CanpeNtrne” 











CHOICE IRIS 


We will sell for $1.00 each 
The following choice iris are currently being 
listed at from $1.25 to $2.50 each, 
Every iris on this list bas received an ‘Award of 
Merit”’ from The American Iris Society. 


51° each; any 4 for *3°°; any 7 for *5°° 
First class rhizomes—Sent Prepaid, ie Dy 2 15th. 


Give date desired. Early orders are advise 
1 substitute choice appreciated. No C.0.D. 


AMANDINE—Choice, cream flushed iemon. Ruffled flow- 
ers. Wonderful substance Value $1.50 
CASCADE SPLENDOR Fine brown or pink apricot 
ene. Boo ruffled flowers Value $1.5 
FIRE DANCE—Burgundy-rose plicata. Heavily marked rf 
deep a red, Prolific Jue $2.50 
GOLDEN RUSSET —-Huxge flowers, eight inch across, 
Everyone toves this one Value $1.5 
HELEN McGREGOR--Finest light blue. Very lage 
ruffied tlowers. Dykes Meda Yalue $1.: 
LILAC LANE-—- Immense, ruffed flowers of pearly pik. 
lilac. Splendid substance. Value $2.50 
LYNN LANGFO Attractive flowers of —_ -penk, 
blending into golden-yellow. lue 
TTIE GATES--White falls, heavily bordered with 
lemon-gold, Golden standards Value $2.00 
PINNACLE —Choice iris. Standards white, falls primrose- 
vellow, A strong grower. Value $2.00 


PROSPECTOR Deepest golden-yellow. Bold ivory patch 
on falls, Outstanding Value $2.00 
RANGER Almeet true crimson. Many large velvety flow- 
rs. Choice red Value $1.25 
RUSSETT WINGS Large, ruffled flowers. Blend of apri- 
cot, fold and copper Value $1.25 
SKY RANG Tall, stately medium blue. Large, heav- 
ily ruffled flowers. Vigorous grower Value $1.50 
SPANISH PEAKS—Finest pure white. Very large, nicely 
formed flowers. A must Value $1.50 
NRAY~-Ruffled light yellow. Glistening finish. Fine 
form and substance Value $2.00 


TOBACCO ROAD—Golden tobacco brown, 
color, Flaring falls 


Very unusual 
Value $1.50 


FREE IRIS 
Inclose 25¢ to cover handling charges 
listed below at no additional cost 
tion guaranteed, 
BLUE RHYTHM. Tops in blue. Dykes Winner 
BRYCE CANYON —Redish-brown. Award of Merit 
CHINA MAID— Gigantic pink, copper and gold 
LOTHARI 
TER 
F 


Choose any iris 
A 75¢ value. Satisfac- 


> 


O-—Blue and white variegated 
MAS CHARLES— Brilliant mulberry-purp! 
SNO U 


ROY ROGERS’ IRIS GARDENS 
302 A 


rapahoe Ave. Boulder, Colorado 


IRIS 
BETTER ecient | 


Catalog on Request 


LINCOLN’S IRIS GARDEN 


1200 Lake Pueblo, Colorado 
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Price list on request 
BROOKSIDE GARDENS 
Route 4 Walla Walla, Wash. 














JAPANESE IRIS 


Distinctive Varieties of an Original 
Strain exclusively. 
Write for Descriptive List. 
W. A. PAYNE 
Box 180 


R. R. 3, 


Terre Haute, Ind. 





12 IRIS PLANTS $3.95 
$6.00—$7.50 VALUE. 


P. Prepaid in U.S.A. 
COLLECTION of large Flower 
Iris. A lovely assortment of 
named varieties, label 
Send M.O. oS ay rae Fe 50-0 

Shipments. 
BLUE RIBBON. ints. ‘GARDENS 
9717 W. 55th St. La Grange, Ill. 








How To Grow Tall Bearded Iris 


[FROM PAGE 65] Exposing blossoms to 
air currents from a fan or a draft 


from an open window should _ be 
avoided. Iris, like other flowers, wilt 
when the water they contain is re- 


moved. Exposure to direct sunlight will 
dehydrate them rapidly. The tempera- 
ture of the room should be kept as low 
as possible. 


Good Labels Important 


Many excellent iris exhibits are 
marred by poor labeling. A good label 
may be read at a glance without ad- 
justing it and while walking along the 
aisles. The names should be neatly 
printed or written on white cards in 
letters at least half an inch tall. 


Color Combinations 


That iris harmonize well is_ illus- 
trated by the following incident which 
occurred in the fields of a leading 
grower a few years ago: 

A charming lady, an expert on color 
combinations, while looking at a large 
iris planting in full bloom—it contained 
several hundred varieties—remarked, 
“A great deal of thought must have 
been given to planting this field to get 
the iris to harmonize so well. I do not 
see a clash of colors in any of the 
hundreds of long rows before us.” No 
one informed this good woman. that 





| when the field was lined out, an effort 


was made to get the work done as soon 
as possible without paying the slightest 
attention to anything else. This is evi- 
dence that an excellent effect may be 
secured without any conscious effort. 
Of course, it is possible to greatly en- 
hance the beauty of an iris planting by 
making the best color combinations but 
it also seems to be impossible to make 
a really poor one. 

Light-colored varieties stand out at 
a greater distance than do dark ones. 


| Some of the new black iris are an ex- 





ception to this rule. They are so 
brilliant that they may be seen from a 
great distance in any iris bed. White 
or light-colored varieties planted be- 
side dark ones produce a good effect. 


The modern iris is excellent for floral 
arrangements. A bouquet will last a 
week as each bud eventually opens. 


Iris for Show 


Iris may be transported to a local 
show when the blossoms are fully open, 
but this is not true if they are to be 
shipped. Iris may be sent to any part 
of the United States and will arrive in 
good condition if cut in bud. The 
right time is when the terminal bud 
has just emerged from the sheath, the 
paper-like material in which it is en- 
closed. 

Early in the morning, when the stalks 
and blossoms are cool, is the best time 
to cut them. A bud which has reached 
the right stage of development will snap 
back, when pressed between the thumb 
and finger, like a rubber ball filled with 
air. 

To make certain that the buds will 
open into perfectly formed flowers after 
traveling a thousand miles or more, 





each stalk should be wrapped, really 


rolled, in a 12- by 14-inch sheet of the 
green wax paper used by florists. After 
it has been wrapped around the top of 
the stalk, the end of the paper should 
be folded and stapled. 

The name of each variety should be 
affixed to the stalk. 

Avoid the use of water or wet moss. 
Drops of water on the buds may pro- 
duce disfiguring spots on the flowers. 

Just before placing the stalks in vases 
at the showroom, use a sharp knife and 
cut off an inch of stalk at an angle. 
This will enable the flowers to absorb 
a maximum amount of water and to 
stay fresh and crisp.¢ 





@ If the FLOWER GROWER GUIDE TO 
Ir1s has whetted your appetite or if 
you have always been fond of iris, 
then wouldn't it be nice to become 
acquainted with other iris lovers 
and learn more about your favorite 
perennial? You can do this by join- 





Become a Member of The American Iris Society 


ing the American Iris Society. As a 
member you will receive the quar- 
terly bulletin of the society. For 
further information write to the sec- 
retary of the Society, Mr. Geddes 
Douglas, Franklin Road, Brentwood, 
Tennessee. 
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People Who Grow Iris 


[FROM PAGE 68] On a really chilly after- 
noon we called at the Syllmar Gardens 
of Miss Meiss. RUFFLED TAFFETA was 
a ruffled lavender with a white beard. 
Milliken’s RAVEN WING appealed to me 
as one of the better rich dark purple 
iris. ; 

As was to be expected George Mur- 
ray’s garden featured DARK CHOCOLATE. 
PINNACLE was grown in the front of 
the house in a splendid clump. Tell’s 
GREEN Ivory was different—well de- 
scribed by the name. Murray’s GLItT- 
TERING GOLD, a ruffled, flaring yellow 
self with fine rounded falls was grow- 
ing in a long row. The most inter- 
esting flower in the Milliken garden 
was a new pink which had fine form 
and deeper color than most of the shell 
pinks. Mr. Milliken called it “Miss 
Pink,” but I am not sure it is regis- 
tered. 

Some very fine iris are being pro- 
cuced by Sanford L. Babson. From a 
cross of SNow FLurRRY by BAL! BELLE 
he has a smooth lemon cream named 
Yucca. This is a fine addition to a 
class with great garden value and few 
representatives. 

Miss Archie McLean is the charm- 
ing regional vice president of Southern | 
California. At her beautiful new hill- 
side home we saw her own production, 
a nice flower of delicate blush pink 
with falls almost oyster white and a 
short coral beard. 

Marion Walker lives in the midst of 
lovely orchards at Ventura where he 
grows lemons, avocados and iris. Two 
yellow amoenas, 8-54 and 7-54, were 
very fine. A large bed of his onco, 
MourR MAJEsTy, grew near his home. 
MouR AFFAIR is a dark purple onco. | 
Here we saw Kenneth Smith’s beautiful | 
light blue Precious Days, De Forest's 
new brown and lavender LANTANA, 
Jesse Wills’ fine BLUE SERENE, and 
many others. Mr. Walker is developing 
many spurias—his own originations and 
selections from Eric Nies’ seedlings. 

Next came a gorgeous two-day trip 
up the Coast to Santa Barbara, Carmel 
—-sparkling blue ocean, fantastic rocks, 
cypresses—and to Sacramento for the 
iris show. Carl Salbach’s hillside garden 
high above Berkeley adjoins that of 
Mrs. Sydney Mitchell. His OrtENTAL 
Gory is a rich dark blend of which 
he can be justly proud. Gotp Dust is 
a yellow brown plicata—a bold flower 
with heavy marking. A most delight- 
ful morning was spent with him in 
his garden. 

One of the most interesting gardens 
is that of Ernest Lafrenz, which goes 
under the name of Acalanes Garden. | 
He grows his flowers in rectangular 
blocks, the beds being about 8 by 4 
feet. Here are many of Dr. Mitchell’s 
iris. Outstanding is WooDMONT PLUME | 























Beautiful Complete 


1 
7 1 
IN COLOR 
Want the finest in Iris and save money 
too? Then send for our 1955 catalog, the 
best we’ve published in 15 years of growing 
and hybridizing. Contains a valuable breakdown of 
Iris in color classes and describes a number of Iris 
species not found in ordinary catalog, and Hemero- 


‘ callis (daylilies). Send for your copy today—Only 
olyon 5 own 25¢; includes coupon worth 50¢. 


G4 Y) : LYON IRIS GARDENS | 
har laize 7041 H Woodman Ave Van Nuys, California 




















NOW READY! ==» 


A Complete Encyclopedia 
of IRIS information 


‘Rainbow Offerings ; 


IRIS Stivpesoox 


Gives You MORE of Everything 


i 





MORE money saving collections and special offers 


MORE different types of Iris—over 600 varieties 
-MORE new colors—never before seen 
MORE oddities and rarities from remote places 


MORE bloom every month of the year 


“Rainbow Offerings” is not just another flower catalog. In 40 pages of 
full color is packed all the information you could want on Iris. This is 
the one catalog you really need to make your garden radiantly beau- 
tiful, wholly different, alive with new colors and strange flowers from 
distant lands—all at very modest cost! Lots of money saving collections 
and special offers. 


MORE information on culture, hardiness, uses 


MORE detailed information for amateur Iris hybridizers 
MORE suggestions on selecting Iris for special purposes 
MORE color plates of rare and new Iris you've never seen 


MORE helpful groupings by color, season, height etc. 


“Rainbow Offering” is ready now! Send 25¢ today in coin or stamp. 
We'll rush your catalog to you together with a credit certificate worth 
50¢ on your order. 


tigate cane ase epee “1 © DELUXE, FULL-COLOR EDITION 
vigsipaie>: vagus | © 40 PAGES PACKED WITH 

: RAINBOW Hybridizing GARDENS | INFORMATION 

| Dept. stp Placerville, Calif. | e SPECIAL OFFERINGS— 

Of “Rolebow Offerings” plus, Complimentery SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
Credit Certificate good for 50¢ on my order. © HARDY MOUNTAIN-GROWN 

| ee TTT ee, | STOCK 

IID. casdicsracs0sesaadanes eee | © SATISFIED CUSTOMERS IN 
IRs bite. sccice D EVERY STATE 

! Catalog supply limited. Rush coupon today! ! ee SEND 25¢ TODAY 
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LET US PROVE IT! 


Here's ao bargain offer to make a trial well worth your while. 


HUSKY IRIS ROOTS 


If you have been disappointed with the size, quality 
and lack of increase in the iris rhizomes you have re- 
ceived, then give us a trial! We are mighty fussy about 
the kind of stock we grow, and make every rhizome 
of every shipment conform to the ideal we set for our- 


You can buy iris all over the country but the reason 
Sylimar Gardens are so successful is the fact we ship 
only high quality hardy plants with plenty of increases. 
We specialize in a balanced offering of the best varie- 
ties—both new and old. 


aE Vill 2.) oie) Re): aie. /.\ Rel c) 





FREE FOR THE ASKING! 
YOUR 


CHOICE any 6 Iris (one of a kind). Value up to $2.50 each. 


BRIGHT SONG—Ruffled raspberry.............. 
COLOR CARNIVAL—Pink and purple.......... 


CONFETTI—Rose and cream 
FIRE DANCE—Red and yellow 

GAY ORCHID—Brilliant orchid....... 
GOLDEN RUSSET—Huge golden brown 
GOLD SOVEREIGN—Intense orange yellow. 
LADY LOUISE—Ruffied cream ; 
MORNING MELODY—Laovender 
SUNRAY—Ruffled yellow 

PAGAN PRINCESS—Brilliant rose 

PIERRE MENARD—Brilliant biue 
PINNACLE—Lovely yellow and white... 
SUNSET BLAZE—Flame salmon. 
TOSCA—Ruffled lavender ....... 
san 513.00 Ve huge yello 


3.00 Velec — duet $7.95 Postpaid 


Sy Umar Gardens 


12982- as Borden Ave. San Fernando, Calif. 











The PATHWAY to a 


BEAUTIFUL GARDEN 


could lead directly through the 


FREE CATALOG offered by 


EDENWALD GARDENS 


This is THE ONE CATALOG 


you should have to learn all about 


IRIS and DAYLILIES 


1000 varieties described, many pictured in 
color; helpful information; numerous bargain 


collections-—liKe this group of the new 
tangerine-bearded sea-shell or flamingo 


PINK IRIS—your choice of five $3.50 ppd. 


AFAR SALUSKIN 
BONNY SPINDRIFT 

HIT PARADE TWILIGHT SKY 
PINK CAMEO PREMIER PEACH 
PINK TALCUM PINK SEEDLING 


Or this MULTI-COLORED 
collection at the same price:- 
BLUE VALLEY, lovely blue. 
DESERT SONG, pale yellow 
LIGHTS ON, glowing red 
THREE OAKS, big rose-pink 
VATICAN PURPLE, rich 
CASCADE SPLENDOR, 
ILLINOIS SUNSHINE, gorgeous yellow. 
EXTRAVAGANZA, white and purple. 
Order directly from this ad 


or send for your copy of this 


FREE CATALOG, ascress 
== EDENWALD GARDEN 


VINCENNES, INDIAN 








Edenwald 
lens 


VINCENNES 


ras 
Summer ond Fall 1055 


Dept. F. G. 


apricot tan. 




































































































































































> 





a massive flaring plicata with its 
sturdy stalk and wedge-shaped falls. 
So SwEET is a lovely, large, fragrant 
ruffled blue white with lots of bloom. 
DarK Macic is a dark rosy-brown 
blend of heavy substance from To- 
BACCO Roap. The Diehl garden fea- 
tured Dutch iris in beds of solid color. 
Rosy VEIL from Sass is a white ground 
plicata faintly etched lavender pink— 
very dainty. 

Larry Gaulter grows all the newest 
varieties in a crowded back yard. Here 
were Meiss’ MAJORETTE, a flaring deep 
purple, REHOBETH, STARSHINE, ARABI 
PaASHA, BLUE SAPPHIRE, PINK BOUQUET 
and many others, including his own 
WarM SPRING, a ruffled bright yellow 
from OLA KALA and GOLDBEATER. 

The garden of Miss Clara and Ruth 
Rees at San Jose is a most delightful 
place. Miss Clara is the proud origina- 
tor of SNow FLurRRyY. Probably there 
are few, if any, varieties which have 
been used in breeding as much as 
SNOW FLuRRY. SADDLE BROWN, YEL- 
LOW ORGANDY, GOLDEN SHADOWS and 
QUEEN’S TREASURE were in full bloom. 
Of particular note is SARAH LESTER, a 
tall large yellow self. 

The Melrose Garden at Modesto was 
past its prime, but with many things 
still to be seen. Meiss’ DEsERT Twi- 
LIGHT is an attractive pastel of gray 
lavender. ENvoy, BRIGHT GEM, PINK 
PLUME, FRANCES KENT and many 
others were noted. Down in a hollow 
bordering a brook were Saucy MINx, 
MALLARD WING and a number of other 
Louisianas. 

The gardens in the Salem region 
had been hard hit by a freeze. The 
De Forest garden was badly frosted, 
quite in contrast to its appearance at 
the time of the Portland convention. 
REHOBETH was the outstanding flower, 
one of our best light blues. WHITE 
PRAIRIES is a ruffled white. JavA JEWEL, 
a bright golden tan, is one of the best 
of his long line of tans and browns. 
Texas Way is a rich purple with a 
white beard. 

While the Cooley farm had also 
suffered from the freeze, his exhibition 
garden with its lilacs, dogwood, azaleas 
and iris was in full bloom on “Iris” 
Sunday when over three-thousand per- 
sons visited it. May HALL was most 
attractive—best described as a larger 
and deeper Happy BIRTHDAY. PALO- 
MINO impressed me here and every- 
where as a “different” iris,—clear 
ivory falls with deeper standards and 
rich beard. The Kleinsorge origina- 
tions, PROSPECTOR, CASCADE SPLENDOR, 
CoRDOVAN, ROSABELLA and many 
others, were also featured in_ the 
gardens. 

A most delightful time was spent 
in the tiny garden where Dr. Kleinsorge 
raises his wonderful flowers. He raises 
enly about 350 seedlings a year, but 
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by careful selection and intercrossing 
of sister seedlings he has developed a 
race of magnificent blends and yellows 
that have made him famous in the iris 
world. 

The immense gardens of Bob, Ber- 
nard and Connie Schreiner were seen 
on two successive weekends, as were 
the Cooley gardens. Both Schreiners 
and Cooleys have farms of about 50 
acres, with over 10 to 12 acres planted 
each year. They grow the plants in 
rows hundreds of feet long, 4 or 5 
feet apart, with tractor cultivation 
which results in clean fields in which 
ro weed has a chance to grow. The 
Schreiners are going in for “blacks” in 
a big way such as Top Hat, Tasu, 
BLack MIscHIEF, Conco, and G 272, 
the blackest yet, with falls absolutely 
blue black and no haft markings. BLUE 
SAPPHIRE is a ruffled light blue that is 
among the very best and it is a good 
grower. HARBOR BLUE is one of the 
bluest in the medium tones. CRISPETTE 
is a ruffled orchid pink with nice round 
falls closely rivaled by OrcHip Rur- 
FLED. To be introduced soon is Car- 
MELLA, a yellow and salmon _ blend, 
very ruffled with heavy lace edge (from 
CHANTILLY and Mipwest GEM). Mip- 
NIGHT BLUE is a fine iris in the darker 
tones. For those who like colorful 
blends, I recommend CoLorGLo—rich 
lavender pink and tan blend. Of his- 
torical interest were blooms on KaAsH- 
MURIANA and KHARPUT—two varieties 
used in early breeding. 

A drive over the beautiful hills took 
us to Portland and Dr. Riddle’s unique 
planting of native West Coast species— 
particularly the variety named “inno- 
minata”—small dwarf flowers with 
beautiful patterns and every imaginable 
color. The plants were collected by 
him from the wild hillsides of the Coast 
and were almost unknown until he 
gathered them. 

A week was spent at the annual 
convention of the American Iris Society 
at Salt Lake City. This beautiful city 
formed an ideal setting for the meeting. 

The Harris and White Gardens were 
in full bloom and hundreds of new 
varieties were to be seen. In the garden 
of Fisher Harris, SreRRA Skies, a fine 
light blue, was praised by all who saw 
it. QuUEEN’s Lace was a lovely warm 
white with a heavy edge of lace. Per- 
haps these two were the highlights. 
There were three new pinks from Tell 
Muhlestein. PINK FULFILLMENT was a 
large lacy light pink which was voted 
the President’s Cup by the members 
present as the best variety seen grow- 
ing at the convention. Similar but 
deeper in color was PINK ENCHANT- 
MENT. JUNE MEREDITH was a very 
beautiful warm pink of finished form. 
A large clump of Mour GLortious, a 
dark red-purple onco, occupied a promi- 
nent place in the James White plant- 
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ing. There also was a grand clump of 
BLAcK HiL__s—easily one of the best 
of the blue blacks. There were several 
other fine blues, notably REGINA MarRIA, 
Lapy Itse and SouTH PaciFic. The 
Wallace garden featured two huge reds 
of heavy substance: Bic Ure, a bright 
deep red that was stunning; and Rur- 
FLED APACHE, with brown standards 
and red falls, very ruffled and massive. 
STORMY SKIES was aptly named, a dull, 
cloudy blue and gray blend. Snow 
BALLET was a ruffled white with white 
beard; ORANGE FRILLS was a ruffled 
orange; and ALTA LiGuT a ruffled pale 
primrose with falls lighter than the 
standards. All of them were excellent 
specimens. 

A clump of EVENSONG, a purple lav- 
ender, delighted the eye in Mrs. Al- 
bright’s garden. Her GRACELLE was a 
flaring pink blend that appealed to me. 
The canyon garden of Mel Naylor was 
unique and showed many fine iris in 
bloom on the narrow terraces. His 
CaroL HARKER is an unusual blend of 
gray and olive. At the Crosby garden 
I admired ON ParRaDe, a fine variegated 
blend. 

On the way home we stopped over- 
night at Chicago where we had a glimpse 
of the gardens of David Hall, Orville 
Fay and Elmer Claar. The Hall seed- 
lings were all under number. A white 
fiushed pale lavender, 53-32 is a ruffled 
full flower with a coral beard. In the 
Fay garden we admired BLUEBERRY 
BLUE and BUTTERFLY BLUE and a huge 
deep violet which is appropriately called 
BiG GAME. 

Some irises which were growing well 
in established clumps everywhere on 
the trek were PINNACLE, STAR SHINE, 
Happy BIRTHDAY, PALOMINO, BLACK 
Hi_is, Lapy Mower and BLUMonR. The 
numerous fine new varieties with heavy 
lace on the edges impressed me as the 
most outstanding new development. But 
in the wonderful world of iris, anything 
can happen in the way of new form 
and new color breaks!¢ 





Tuberous Begonias, 
Photographers and 
Arrangers 


@ Readers who enjoyed the arrange- 
ment of tuberous begonias in color 
in the April 1955 FLoweR GROWER 
on page 101 have asked and rightly, 
“Who took the photograph and who 
made the arrangement?” The photo- 
graph was taken by Roche from an 
arrangement by Myra J. Brooks. 
This is the same team which worked 
together so successfully to produce 
our all-color March feature on pages 
86 and 87: “Arrange your garden 
flowers like this .. .” 














of Distinction 


| FREE Send today for our 


| Wants outstanding flowers. 


| 
| 


BEARDED 


IRIS 


7 ° 
COLLECTION 
ys” rr y , a 
NEWEST VARIETIES 
BLACK BANNER—near black 
CAHOKIA—Blue, yellow beard 
CASA MOREN A—tich brown 
LULLABY—pink 
HELEN McGREGOK—clear blue 
EXTRAV AGANZA—cream copper-red 
GAY BORDER—plicata 
PINK CAMEO—pink 
PINK LACE—blooms twice 
GIBSON GIRL—twice blooming plicata 
SPIN DRIFT—coral pink 
RAJA BROOK E—yellow-mahogany 


AN 12. x: $875 3. 
Any 6 ti $559 ss 


$6.75) 
JAPANESE IRIS, beautiful colors, 
blooming size, mixed only. 


12 for $5.50 postpaid 
6 for $3.00 postpaid 


Sen! for complete descriptive list today 


WALTER WIESE IRIS GARDENS 


2, Box 351 Boring, 


post- 
paid 


post 


paid 


Oregon 





To acquaint you with our superior northern 
grown plants, we offer the following $1.00 
varieties: 


Select 8 for $5.00, or, if you take all 
15 for $10.00 we will include New Snow as a 
bonus. 


BLUE FRILLS GARDEN GLORY OLA KALA 

BLUE VALLEY GYPSY ROSE PRAIRIE SUNSET 
DISTANCE HIT PARADE RANGER 
DREAMCASTLE MEXICO SNOW FLURRY 
ELMOHR MINNIE COLQUITT VATICAN PURPLE 


Color catalog available on request. 





Windridge Farm,°*. 





list of new and old favor- 
ites — Varieties for the 
fancier and Gardener who 





The WHITTEN NURSERIES A 


Box 250 BRIDGMAN, MICH. 





“IRIS OF THE YEAR” 
COLLECTION 


Only $3.95 Postpaid 
(A $10.25 Catalog value) 


BLUE RHYTHM, lovely corn- 
flower Blue : ~~" $1.00 

BLUE SHIMMER, white ground 
patterned with blue 75 


ELMOHBR, rich mulberry red 00 
NEW SNOW, clear rufflea white 1.50 
PINK CAMEO, True pink ‘ 1.00 


_ 


And our choice of 


the Iris for the Year 
BURGUNDY SPLASH, Creamy 
yellow ground heavily stippled 
rich burgundy. It’s TERRIFIC 
Our Catalog, illustrated in color, gives you a 
1/3 discount on all Iris, Semd today it's FREE 
WELLS GARDENS 
P. 0. Bex 2B Rialto, Calif. 


5.00 
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Annual *5.00 Collection 


LANDSCAPE WITH iRIS 
SELECTED BY THE AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY 
OLA KALA Ruffled gold 
PINK CAMEO Flamingo pink 
CHIVALRY Medium blue 
NEW SNOW Purest white 
LADY MOHR Chartreuse 
ELMOHR Red mulberry 

White-blue plicata 

Prize white 

Near black 

Award blue 

Coolest cream 

Palest blue 

Cream gold 

Purple-white plicata 

Mahogany red 

Copper henna 

Lavender-gold 

Mulberry 

Apricot pink 

Cornflower bive 

The American Iris Society has selected the above Iris as 
the best Iris in their color classification. 


SELECT ANY 8 for ONLY $5.00 or 
ALL 20 for ONLY $10.00 
(Labeled and postpaid) 


AMANDINE 

HELEN McGREGOR 
DESERT SONG 
MINNIE COLQUITT 
SOLID MAHOGANY 
BRYCE CANYON 
CHANTILLY 





MARBLE IRIS GARDENS 


Pleasant Avenue, 


Grandview, Wash. 





SPECIAL OFFER OF 


NOT LISTED IN OUR CATALOG! 
these nigh 
H A _ fragrant 
porcelain blue, brushed cream .75 
BLUE RHYTHM on exceptionally 
1.0 


feoutity your garden with 
ris. All distinctly 
ALADDIN’S W 


ifferent. 


fine corn flower blue 

BRYCE CANYON o warm shade 
of henna-copper 

ELMOHR oan_ unsurpassed 


mulberry violet 


border stitched with red 
GOLDBEATER a 
gold self 


fragrant rich 


popular lemon yellow 

MINNIE COLQUITT a massive 
white plicata bordered wine 
purple 

PINK REFLECTION a heavily tex- 
tured hydrangea pink 

ROCKET a facinating valpsiani” 
orange self 

SNOW FLURRY oa giant ited” 
icy white 

SOLID MAHOGANY oa very rich 
bronze-red mahogany self. 





80 


GAY'BORDER a distinct white with — 
1.5 


GOLDEN FLEECE o large ruffled 
75 


0 
-1,00A 
WORLD FAMOUS GROWERS OF PRIZE WINNING PEONIES AND 
VERY FINEST GRADE FRENCH LILACS GROWN ON OWN ROOTS! 


BRAND PEONY FARMS 





An Iris Lover’s Garden 
[FROM PAGE 67] When the iris are in 
bloom, Mrs. McCaughey is kept busy 
showing visitors through her garden. 
When iris in other parts of the United 
States are in bloom she travels great 
distances to see them. 

In the last two years Mrs. Mc- 
Caughey has become interested in hy- 
bridizing and now crosses some of the 
varieties in her garden. The seedlings 
of the crosses are grown in an acre 


| plot at the rear of the house, where a 


background planting of shrubs gives 


| protection from strong south winds. 


This well-planned iris garden has 


| given Mrs. McCaughey and many other 
| iris lovers much pleasure, but most im- 
| portant, 


it provides the opportunity to 
see the improvement made in iris dur- 
ing the past 455 years.¢ 








A TOTAL VALUE OF $11.25 


ppd. 


BY ORDERING DIRECTLY 
FROM THIS AD! 
ANY 6 FOR $4.25 POSTPAID 


OUR CATALOG in full color 
free with each order from this ad. 


YOU GET ALL 12 FOR $ 25 














134 EAST DIVISION STREET 
FARIBAULT, MINNESOTA 


LAURIE WIENER 


Left to right: John Whiting, Paul 
Frese, Phil Alampi, E. L. D. Sey- 
mour, who judged the contest. 


Rose Leads Flower Poll 


@in a recent poll by WRCA-TV, 
the rose was voted as first choice 
for America’s national flower, lead- 
ing 10 to 1. Other favorites were: 
forget-me-not, daisy, poppy, chry- 
santhemum, goldenrod, Easter lily, 
gladiolus, carnation, and sunflower. 

Phil Alampi, WRCA’s Home, 
Farm and Garden Editor, conduct- 
ed the poll as a contest. More 
than 4000 people wrote letters giv- 
ing their choice and why. The con- 
test was judged by John Whiting, 
editor of FLower Grower, Paul 
Frese of POPULAR GARDENING and 
E. L. D. Seymour, AMERICAN HOME. 

The first prize for the best letter 
went to Miss Anna Gross, 2391 
Webb Ave., Bronx, N. Y. She will 
receive a floral arrangement each 
week for a year from Adam Trepel 
Florists, 27-29 John St. and 40 
Broad St., N.Y.C., and has requested 
that they be sent to the Washington 
Irving High School where she 
teaches. 

The writers of the 100 next best 
letters will receive $10 gift cer- 
tificates from Breck’s Home & Gar- 
den Centers at Millburn and Fair- 
lawn, N. J.; Manhasset and Farm- 
ingdale, Long Island and White 
Plains, N. Y. 
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Books on Iris 


© Though the iris has long been a 
favorite plant among gardeners, 
there seems to be a decided scarcity 
of books on the subject. FLOWER 
GROWER book editors, however, 
have selected a few which they feel 
will be of great interest to the iris 
grower. 


1. Jris for Every Garden by Sydney 

B. Mitchell, M. Barrows and 

Company, New York, $3.50. A 

book for the general gardener 

and specialist, it tells how to 
grow iris in any climate. 

The Iris by Leslie Cave, Crown 

Publishers, New York, $4.50. 

A book on the breeding and care 

of iris, with a discussion of its 

species. 

3. The Iris and Its Culture by Jean 
Stevens, Lothian Publishing 
Company, Melbourne and Syd- 
ney, Australia. 

In addition to these, 


tN 


there are 


many excellent bulb books which 
cover the subject of iris. A few 
which FLOWER GROWER editors 


think will be of interest are: 

1. Bulbs for Beauty by Charles H. 

Mueller, M. Barrows and Com- 

pany, New York, $3.50. 

Bulb Magic in Your Window by 

Ruth Marie Peters, M. Barrows 

and Company, New York, $3.95. 

Color and Design for Every Gar- 

den by H. Stuart Ortloff and 

Henry B. Raymore, M. Barrows 

& Co.. New York, $3.50. 

4. The American Gardener's Book 
of Bulbs by T. H. Everett, Ran- 
dom House, New York, $5.95. 

5. The Book of Bulbs by F. F. 
Rockwell, The Macmillan Com- 
pany, New York, $3.95. 

6. The Complete Book of Bulbs by 
Esther Grayson and F. F. Rock- 


Nm 


we 


well, American Garden Guild 
and Doubleday, Garden City, 
New York. 


~I 


Garden Bulbs in Color by J. 
Horace McFarland, Marion R. 
Hatton and Daniel J. Foley, The 
Macmillan Company, New 
York, $3.95. 

8. Hardy Bulbs by R. Milton Carle- 
ton, Rinehart & Company, New 
York, $1.50. 


There is also an interesting sec- 
tion on iris in Perennials for Every 
Garden by Helen Van Pelt Wilson, 
M. Barrows and Company, New 
York, $3.95. 
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FREE 1955 
CATALOG in 
full glowing 
colors with 
etm oo a“ descriptions 


Lists the “cream” of modern Iris. Many money- 
saving collections. A must for discriminating 
IRIS gardeners. A guide to the world’s finest 
Iris, including great Dykes Medal winners and 
Hall's famous Westies Pinks. 











| BOX F-6 BEDFORD, MICH. 





Hit Parade Collection 


Select 7 Award Winning Iris for $5.00, 
labeled and postpaid. 
Blue Sey iee— Seasoning blue. “Iris 

of the year, 1955’ $1.00 
Blue Valiey—Large, ruffled, medium blue 1.00 
Bryce Canyon—Beautiful blend of copper 


and henna : 1.00 
Casa Morena—Giant chestnut - brown 
Outstanding 1.00 


Chantilly Lovely lavender-pink with lacy 
edge 1.00 
Desert Song—Smooth cream of great size 1.00 
Firecracker—Rich yellow with contrasting 
red border 1.00 
Mohr—Large, exotic blossoms of 
oyster white and chortreuse .00 
Ola en yellow. “tris of the 
Year, 1. 
Pikes Bh Pink—Tall, vigorous shell pink 1 
Prairie Sunset—Blend of sunset colors 1. 
Ranger—Large red-purple blossoms borne 
on thick, sturdy stalks. . 1 
Rocket—Vivid chrome-yellow with orange 
cost on the falls 1 
Sylvia Murray—Delighttul light blue 1 
Three Oaks of old 
rose with a ‘blue blaze. 


All 15 for only $10.00, labeled an 


postpaid. 
TIP TOP TRIO 
Select THREE for only $5.00 
(A $7.50 value). 
Color Carnivai—Pink purple markings 
with a red beard $2.50 

Heroique—tThe largest white Iris 2 
Pierre Mendard—tLarge, pertectly propor- 





00 
.00 
90 
.00 
.00 
.00 
1.00 
d 


tioned hyacinth blue 0 
Pinnacle—Wax-like white and yellow 2.50 
Prospector—Deep gold blossoms with 

white blaze on falls 2.50 
Spanish Peaks—Giant pure white . 2.00 


All SIX for only $9.75. 
(A $14.50 value.) 


CHERIE COLLECTION 


This is one of the most popular collec- 
tions we have ever offered. Three of Mr. 
DBavid Hall’s masterpieces now available 
to you at this new low price. 
Cherie—"Queen of the Flamingo Pinks.” 
Dykes Medal Winner. . $3.50 
Fantasy—A glowing rich lavender pink 3.50 
Melody Lane—A luscious buff-apricot 
with an indescribable glow ' 3.5 


A $10.50 value for only $7.00. 
DWARF IRIS COLLECTION 


No Iris planting is complete without a 

collection of these delightful miniatures. 

Here is a lot of Spring color for a modest 

investment. 

Bride—Free blooming creamy white with a 
bright yellow — 

Dixmude—Blue Standards and red-purple falls. 

Fairy—Lovely blend of light blue and yellow. 

Florida—Exquisite yellow. 

~~ dark violet-purple with a yellow 
oar 


bee! es plants (2 of ea. variety) for 


$2.75 

FIFTEEN (3 ‘of ea. variety) for only os ae 
TWENTY (4 of ea. variety) for only 5. 
Dwarfs are labeled and shipped postpaid. 








TALL BEARDED IRIS 
JAPANESE HIGO, 
and SIBERIAN IRIS 
MODERN DAYLILIES 
Write for free catalog 


Krogueland Ceardons ‘vrentean 


Grants Pass, Oregon 











Tall Bearded 

| 
Our illustrated catalog describes 350 of the best 
and newest varieties—also contains other data 


of interest to all Iris lovers, 
bloom—May 22-June 7th.) 


CHERRY HILL IRIS GARDENS 
PASSER ROAD, PLEASANT VALLEY, PENNA 


(Come see them in 








HOLLAND 
GROWN BULBS 


Ask for free descriptive ae 
offering you a fine assortment 
arieties of Liew a Daffodils, My 
tris, Lilies 
"Miscellaneous Bulbs. 


Q. ELKHUIZEN 
Sassenheim, Holland 
Free delivery to al? points in U.8.A, 


cinths, 
Amaryllis, 














IRISES 


e POPPIES 






PEONIES e 


AY ES 








Cata 
Early orders advised 


WASSENBERG GARDENS 
Ye Wiles E on U.S. 30, © The Peony City” 
AN WERT, OHIO 
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- aa ? | The Ancient Iris 
PD tp ie [FROM PAGE 69] J. Haynei, or 1. atro- 
7 fusca, a native of Mount Gilboa north 


| of Jerusalem, combines shades of mul- 


“eT fg — on om <= »| berry with mahogany-black and crim- 
IRIS OFFER =: 


I. Saari is an interesting and quite 
odd species native to Cilicia and cen- 
tral Asia Minor where it was discovered 













To introduce you to the famous line 


of Milliken Iris, and to make you our | by Kotschy in 1854. Also known as 
friend for life, we present this irresist- the wolf's ear iris, it, like /. Gatesi, 
. . as an elusive sree t 
ible offer. We will send you 3or | has an elusive hint of green in its 
8 F : color pattern. The falls are creamy 

more plants of Milliken bred, high- | silver, the beard is yellowish-green and 
est quality IRIS. Labeled correctly. | the style arms also have a tinge of 
Catalog value at least $5.00 | green, contrasting with the maroon 


markings on the standards. The leaves 
curve like the horns of a ram. 
The oncocyclus irises require different 
Guaranteed Value care than other bearded iris. In the 
at least $5.00 or more lands from which they come the sum- 
mers are dry, approaching drought, 


if} , i 
WRITE FOR FREE ° £ oo and the iris are completely dormant. 
CATALOG ILLUSTRATED | ed JU 2 Heavy fall rains follow, and the plants 
IN COLOR POSTPAID put out new growth which is remark- 


Millik G d ably resistant to cold, blanketed under 
snow during the winter. They bloom in 

l l ell ar Ells Box 1131-F POMONA, CALIF. spring (ushering in the other bearded 
iris), the foliage dies down towards 

i-th July and the cycle is repeated. 

GARDEN CLUB OFFICERS! Be sure to see the SPECIAL | In our gardens we must duplicate 
this cycle. Therefore it is advisable, 

OFFER for you on page 25. where summer rains prevail, to dig 
sine ris a aa ae , _ | them in July when their blooming sea- 
son has ended, and store them away in 
dry sand until about the first week of 
October when new growth will begin 
to show on the dried rhizomes. After 
replanting them in October, new growth 
is encouraged by fall rains. If this 
method is followed, they can be grown 
successfully in climates where there 
is likelihood of summer rains, but in 
regions where summers are dry, this 


for just two dollars. 





to make your garden the show place of the neighborhood. Spectacular 
beauty, year after year, is yours with a minimum of care and expense. 
Our healthy, husky, vigorous rhizomes are sure to please. 


RAINBOW COLLECTION special care is not needed. 

Your choice, labeled and prepaid, 75¢ each * Any ten for $5.00 « All twenty for 9.50 Th , dazzling splendor of these flow- 
ALEPPO PLAIN. Fine yellow-red plicato GYPSY. Brown and gold variegata ers fired the imagination of hybridizers 
ALPINE GLOW. Lorge poste! rose LAVENDER & GOLD LACE. Unusuo! blend Ug > ars Their wor has 
BANDMASTER, Toll powder blue MASTER CHARLES. Deep, rich purple through the years. " k 
CLOTH OF GOLD. Bright yellow self MULBERRY ROSE, Radiant mulberry brought forth a race of hybrids of 
CORITICA. Buff stippled brown NIGHTINGALE. Glistening golden russe! mearuvcine ; ‘ ye; > ric . 
DREAMLAND. Rich wine colored self RAJAH BROOKE, Bright two-tone red encocyclus and tall bearded _— that 
GALLANTRY. Ruffled blue purple SHARKSKIN. Gleaming bright white retain the large form of their “onco 
GOLDEN FLEECE. Yellow and white SYLVIA MURRAY. Clear light blue einai a Bad ee 
GRAND CANYON, Exotic plum blend THE RED DOUGLAS. Famous wine-red ancestors and the growth habits of 
GREAT LAKES. Prize-winning blue ZEBRA, Blue flowers. Foliage attractively the tall bearded iris. E. B. Williamson 


striped green and white. Fine for border. 


CONNOISSEUR’S COLLECTION 


catalog Your choice, any eight for $25.00, prepaid 

listing over 300 All twelve for $30.00, prepaid 
varieties, with ARGUS PHEASANT. Rich, pleasing golden brown $2.50 
many full color CAMPFIRE GLOW. Glowing ruby red self $2.00 

illustrations. CHERIE. Popular ruffled pink self $3.50 
Write for your COCK PHEASANT. Rich tapestry red $3.00 
copy now. GOLD SOVEREIGN. Deepest golden yellow $2.00 
MATTIE GATES. Snappy yellow and white $3.00 
MAYTIME, Large pink toned amoena .. $9.00 
PARADISE PINK. One of the deepest pinks $5.00 
PLUM PRETTY. Very unusual deep plum color $2.50 
PRETTY PANSY. Aitractive white and purple $2.00 
& SPANISH PEAKS. Lorge handsome pure white $2.00 

., TRULY YOURS. Enormous yellow and white 














was a pioneer in this field and William 
Mohr and the late Professor Sidney 
Mitchell contributed richly to the ever- 
increasing line bearing the name Mohr. 
Clarence White and Tom Craig are in- 
troducing new hybrids that have been 
given the name oncobreds the bizarre 
color effects of their forebearers. 
Somewhat similar to the oncocyclus 
iris in the artistry of their color patterns 
are the regelias from Turkestan, the 
Caucasus and the northern slopes of F 
the western Himalayas. The name was 
given in honor of the botanist Dr. Regel 
Rat yi from St. Petersburg who first introduced 
Ke) (ex them into Europe from Central Asia. 
He was assisted in his work by his son 
Dr. Albert Regel who travelled through 


PRee | 


Our handsome 
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BOX 19F BOULDER, COLORADO 


FLOWER GROWER 

















Turkestan about the year of 1885. 
While the cultural requirements for 
this group are quite similar to those 
of the oncocyclus, although not quite as 
exacting in their demands, the form of 
the flowers is quite different. The 
oncocyclus blooms’ are _ definitely 
rounded, while those of the regelias 
are slim and pointed—almost pagoda- 
like in form. Also the oncocyclus has 
but one flower to a stem, while the 
regelias often have two or three. 

Probably best known among the 
regelias is /. Korolkowi, named for 
General Korolkow who sent specimens 
to St. Petersburg. The green-and-brown 
form has olive-green falls veined with 
brown, while the standards are nearer 
to white and also brown-veined. There 
is something about this iris that elusively 
breathes the spirit of the Himalayas 
and India, and I wouldn’t be without it 
in my garden. It invariably attracts 
more attention and admiration from 
visitors than any other iris with the 
exception of susiana. There is also a 
very attractive pink form of Korol- 
kowi that is veined maroon; concolor, 
which is heliotrope, and violacea, with 
a white background veined with violet. 

1. Hoogiana is another popular regelia 
that is native to Turkestan. It is lilac- 
blue with a yellow beard. In recent 
years several new variants of Hoogiana 
have been introduced, notably /. Hoogi- 
ana purpurea and BRONZE BEAUTY. 

Through crossing oncocyclus and 
regelias, a race of hybrids has been 
produced that has been given the name 
regeliocyclus or oncogelia. Its cul- 
tural requirements are the same as 
those of its ancestors. Named varieties 
resulting from these crosses are 
CHARON, in tints of golden bronze; 
THESEUS, amethyst-pink veined in mul- 
berry; LuNa, red-violet veinings on 
cream; Isis, carmine and maroon on 
buff, and PARTHENOPE, silver veined 
with maroon. 

Lloyd Austin of California is cross- 
ing regelias and bearded iris, produc- 
ing hybrids of unsurpassing beauty, 
to which he has given the name of 
regeliabreds. They combine the fan- 
tastic color patterns of their regelia 
parents with the sturdy adaptability of 
the bearded iris. GOLDEN BUTTERFLY 
and LEMON SILK, two that he intro- 
duced in 1954, are noteworthy because 
of their yellow color which is unknown 
among pure regelias. To Mr. Austin 
I am indebted for some of the descrip- 
tive and geographical data used. 

These notes give you but a glimpse 
of the amazing beauty of these mag- 
nificent aril irises which are entirely 
possible for you to grow in your gar- 
den. They give you a glimpse, too, of 
the hybridizing that is being done to 
bring you easy-to-grow flowers that 
bear a direct link to the cradle of our 
civilization. * 










































































































































































































































































eon 





Specialists 


| in 
' JAPANESE 
IRIS 


(Iris Kaempferi) 


FLOWERFIELD has been recognized 
as America’s leading propagator 
since the original Japanese Imperial 
Collection was imported in 1895. 
This, together with some 400 named 
varieties, were grown and devel- 
oped by John Lewis Childs at 
FLOWERFIELD. The renowned Japa- 
nese Iris Collection has been moved 
from Flowerfield, Long Island, to our 
new location in Oyster Bay. 
The AUTUMN PLANTING LIST 
will be ready in August. Send 25¢ 
—redeemable with first order. 
Perennial Plants, Hollan 


Bulbs for Spring Ga 
dens and Indoor Plantin< 


lowerfield 


FLOWERFIELD BULB FARM 


visit 169 SOUTH STREET 


or write Box 90 Dept. Fl, OYSTER BAY, N. Y. 





new DUTCH IRIS | 
A SUPERB COLLECTION 


Ten of the finest new named varieties — 
”, much superior to older types. 
















Included are bronze, bi-color 
lemon, deep yellow, pure 
white, and the exquisite Blue 
Ribbon 


30 bulbs ( 3 ea. variety) $3.50 
60 bulbs ( 6 ea. variety) 6.75 

120 bulbs (12 ea. variety) 13.00 
MAILED PREPAID at the proper planting time. 


Conley's strong large bulbs are guaranteed to 
grow and bloom 


/ Send for our 28th Annual Bulb Catalog fully 
| illustrated in color, including new varieties of 
| Dutch Iris 


Blossom Farm 








BULE GROWERS 28 YEARS ’ 






BOX 386-F, EUGENE, OREGON 


TILLER 


SELF-PROPELLED 


IT THLLS —IT CULTIVATES 
iT MULCHES 













Other Attachments 
for Sickle Bar 
Reel Mower 


. ‘) Snow 
aS Thrower 





New "L” shaped tines 
travel slowly, prevent 
pulverizing soil. Tills 
seed bed 5” deep, 12” swath. Shift lever engages for 
self-propelled cultivating safely within 1” of plants. 
Depth control device attached. 1% and 22 hp. 
models available. Write today for more information. 


at *. 


pari provucts, INCORPORATED 
2936.T Pillsbury Ave., Minneapolis 8, Minn 








THIS PLANTER LAMP is practical as well as lovely to look at. 


Make your own 
planter lamp 





HERE’S what you need to 


make the planter lamp above: 
lamp small enough to fit 
through mold; ring-type gelatin 
| mold; charcoal, chicken grits, 
| fuchsias, strawberry-begonias, 
philodendron, aglaonema. 


THIS LAMP has been planted 


symmetrically, since it is 


be viewed from all sides. Here 
small plants of pothos, peper- 
omia and philodendron have 
been set directly in the mixture 


of soil, charcoal and grits. 








ODAY, WHEN FLOWERING AND 
pica foliage plants are given 

such an important place in the 
decorating scheme of interiors, planter 
lamps are becoming more and more 
popular. If you like, you can buy a 
planter lamp, but often it is more fun 
to make your own, and, of course, it is 
also less expensive. 

For my planter lamp I used a modern 
table lamp which has a tall cylindrical 
base resting on a circle of aluminum. 
After removing the lamp shade, | 
slipped a ring-type mold (the kind used 
for gelatin desserts) over the cylinder 
so that it rested on the flat metal base. 
Then I replaced the shade and my lamp 


PHOTOGRAPHS HY RAYMOND J. SMITH 





FLOWER GROWER 
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New Shasta Daisy, Cobham Gold 


PERENNIAL FLOWER COLLECTION 





9 pockets of hardy perennials, listed below. 
Worth $1.70. Postpaid............... only $1.00 
Reg. Price 
ALYSSUM, Saxatile Compactum........ hae 
CANDYTUFT, (iberis) Sempervirens.......... 15 | 
C4RNATION, Giant Flowering Mixed....... .20 
COLUMBINE, Mrs. Scott Elliott Long 
NE. SE | a oat a bcdiecaw inne he eeree ides 15 
COREOPSIS, Double Sunburst....... .vantce ae 
DELPHINIUM, Giant Prize Mixed............ 25 
ee, ne I. on ci nc kenccéees ts 25 
SWEET WILLIAM, Newport Pink............ .20 
WALLFLOWER, Mammoth Dbl. Mixed....... .20 


Watch for our BIG Fall BULB CATALOG 


GILL BROS. SEED CO. 


Dept. FG, Montavilla Sta., Portland 16, Ore. 
Retail Stores in Portland and Seattle 





Enjoy perfect outdoor comfort! 


Biits Tog 


Kills Mosquitoes and Flies while you mow! 
Install it yourself in 5 minutes 
on any 4-cycle mower simply by 
removing the muffler. Operates 
from the exhaust, sprays a half 


% 






acre in 10 minutes. 

Fog penetrates under 
leaves, through bushes, 
kills mosquitoes and 


pests instantly. Meets all 
government requirements. 


Harmless to humans, pets 
and foliage. Over 40,000 
in use, Never wears out! 
Complete ready to use 


including 1 quart insec- 
ticide, at dealers or post- 


paid only... $12.95 
Special unit 
$9.95 


for Jacobsen 
BLITZ-FOG gets results . . . or money refunded! 


2-cycle engine 
THE BLITZ-FOG CO. 


407 E. Michigan © Milwaukee 2, Wisconsin 


@ fast acting 
... Effective 





CYANoc AS 


Milis 
ANTS 


TAMER CAN 


CYANAM 


At Garden Supply, Drug 
Hardware and Seed Stores. 


90° 


1955 
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was all ready to be used for planting, 

My favorite combination of material 
for a circular planter lamp is African- 
violets and babys-tears (helxine). The 
latter will creep over and around all 
the pots and under the violet leaves, 
covering all with a carpet of bright 
green. 

Place the pots in the circular ring of 
the planter lamp and fill in around them 
with damp sphagnum moss. This mate- 
rial serves a dual purpose. First, it 
humidifies the air around the plants, 
and secondly, if any plant grows too 
large, it may be removed easily and 
replaced with another plant of the 
right size without disturbing the rest 
of the neighboring plants. In addition, 
plants may be turned to encourage 
uniform growth. 

Unfortunately, many ready-made 
planter lamps are too shallow to pro- 
vide enough room for plant roots or 
insertion of pots. In this case the best 
thing to do is to piace the plants di- 
rectly in the soil in the planter and 
incorporate peatmoss or vermiculite in 
the soil to retain moisture. This should 
be done also when the lamp happens 
to be one that is used every evening 
and the soil is apt to dry out fast. 

So often I have seen planters made 
up with a combination of material that 
could never be kept in a growing 
condition even by the most expert gar- 
dener. One which I saw recently com- 
bined philodendron, fittonia and cactus, 
of all things! Needless to say, it was a 
scraggly looking planting within a short 
time. 

There is an almost endless list of 
plants which thrive under the artificial 
light and additional heat that a planter 
lamp provides. The “dish ferns” pteris 
(and others) fittonia, tolmiea, Saxi- 
fraga sarmentosa, peperomia and foli- 
age begonias are all good material. 
Some will reach up to a good height and 
others will trail over the edges of the 
container, and if used in proper com- 
bination, these plants fulfill most re- 
quirements. 

Vining plants are graceful and help to 
unify the planter with the table on 
which it is placed but they must be 
used with care. Philodendron needs 
lots of light for best growth. In poor 
light the spaces between the nodes elon- 
gate. Wandering Jew reacts the same 
way to insufficient light. Ivy seldom 
does well in a planter lamp because the 
air is too dry and encourages red spider 
mite. Parlor ivy (Senecio mikanoides) 
or German ivy, as it is sometimes called, 
does quite well in planter lamps, enjoy- 
ing both the light and heat. Keep it 
pinched to induce bushy growth and 
to keep it within bounds. 

Maranta or prayer plant is often 
sold for use in dish gardens and small 
planters. It is an excellent plant and 
easily grown.—KATHERINE B. WALKER 





HURR Y— 
Plant GLADIOLUS Now! 


| For most beautiful flower displays— 
plant easy-to-grow glads. Still time in 
| northern states if you hurry. Here are 
| a few collections from my 1955 cata- 
log—save time by ordering direct 
| from this ad. All prices postpaid. 


STAR COLLECTION #1 
| Large bulbs, unlabelled, 40 
| different varieties in a gor- 
| geous color range. 100—S$6., 
50—$3., 30—$2. 


| 

| STAR COLLECTION #1A 

| Same as #1 except bulbs are 
| medium size. 100—$4., 50— 
| $2. 

GIANT COLLECTION #10 

2 each of 12 of the largest 
and best (all labelled) $4.30 
value for only $3.75. 

| New 'SS Gladiolus Book sent 
for 10¢ coin or stamps. Largest, 
most helpful glad catalog pub- 
| lished. G8 pages—350 top varie- 
CHAMP! saving collections. 


CHAMPLAIN VIEW GARDENS 


Box 45 Burlington, Vermont 






| Elmer Gove 


TRIMS...EDGES 
"OK a7 


GRASS TRIMMER 


DOES BOTH IN MINUTES 










An amazing double-duty 
i grass trimmer. Trims 
around flower beds, trees, 
fences, rough and smooth 
faced rocks. 

Edges along sidewalks, 


curbs, and driveways. 


NO STOOP 
NO SQUAT 
NO BACKACHE 


Hook in front guides 
grass into path of 
9” cutting blade. 


COMPANY 






J. A. ORR 


10019 S. Western Ave., Chicago 43, Ill. 





One application lasts up to 
2 weeks. Season’s supply 60c 
with 6 patented DOG-CHECK 
Applicators. Large economy 
bottle with 12 Applicators $1. 


' Sold by your local dealer 
s7aNOTT MANUFACTURING CO., INC. 


ap) “97 -= MT. VERNON, N.Y. Serre 





















Grow Flowers All Year ‘Round In Your Own 


METROLITE 


GREENHOUSE 






Think of it, your own greenhouse. 
Grow flowers, plants and vege- 
tables right in your own back yard. 
The METROLITE, designed by one 
of the largest manufacturers of commercial green- 
houses, is the economical answer to home garden- 
ing. The METROLITE is factory glazed, pre-fabricated 
FROM THE GROUND UP...you do not have to build 
a basic wall...all you do is erect the METROLITE 
according to the simple instruction sheet. Basic 
house of 10’ 8’ by 4’ 8’ with additional sections 
of 4’ 8°' available. Write for illustrated brochure. 


1 tlh GREENHOUSE MFG. CORP. 
By Flushing Avenue + Brooklyn 37, New York 









GARDEN CLUB OFFICERS! 
Be sure to see the SPECIAL 
OFFER for you on page 25. 


VISES” PICK 


AWN 


Old Indian 


_ Secret... 


The Indians knew that fish made the best fer- 
tilizer. Today, ATLAS Fish Emulsion Fertilizer 
gives the old Indian secret a modern dress. 
ATLAS Fish Emulsion, ao concentrated liquid 
fertilizer, is 100% organic with 22 trace 
minerals and plant food essentials. It is 
non-burning AND deodorized, economical 
and easy-to-use. Just mix a tablespoonful 
with a gallon of water, and feed plants as 
you water. Use ATLAS on everything with 
safety—in transplanting, for indoor or out- 
door gardens, flowers, shrubs, vegetables. 
Try ATLAS Fish Emulsion Fertilizer—you'll 
be amazed. No fuss, no digging, no storage 
problem with CONCENTRATED ATLAS. Try 
a quart, a gallon, a pint—but TRY ATLAS— 
and watch your garden grow BETTER! 

Since 1945 


oth ee ee ee 















[ we guarantee 
you'll be 
pleased, or 
your money 


Pint .. . $1.00 
Quart . $1.90 j 
$6.25 / 





Gallon . 


At your garden supply store or 
postpaid from 

ATLAS FISH FERTILIZER CO. 
Dept. C, No. 1 Drumm Street 
San Francisco 11, California 
Plants & Warehouses 
los Angeles, Ookland 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 


Baltimore, 
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GARDENER INDOORS 


The wax-plant 


URING THE SUMMER when many 
D greenhouses are empty of inter- 

est, mine is festooned with hun- 
dreds of coral star-clusters from the 
old-fashioned wax-plant, Hoya carnosa. 
During the winter its ovate, leathery 
leaves form an ornamental pattern 
against the roof-glass, providing pro- 
tection for shade-loving plants on the 
bench below. 

The rounded flower clusters hang 
heavily from the vines overhead and 
are not hidden by foliage. As many as 
fifty ’2-inch star-shaped flowers make 
up one cluster or umbel. And on a 
plant exposed to the sun, as mine has 
been, these bouquets may be spaced 
less than 6 inches apart, borne along 
the vine on short peduncles or spurs in 
the axils of the leaves. The vine, trained 
across a 6-foot section of the glass 
(there must be more than 150 feet of 
gives the effect of a fragrant, 
star-studded bower. Its 10-inch pot 
placed on the sill leaves the bench free 
for other plants. 

The first flowers fully open by late 
April. After a month or so, they darken 
and are pushed off the spurs by new 
buds forming. This cycle continues 
until the last flowers fall in late Octo- 
ber. 

A tidy person who likes to pinch off 
old flower stems must hold himself in 
check with this plant. New blooms 
grow on the old spurs; 
and longer the spurs, 
umbel of flowers will be. 

For best bloom, the plant should rest 
in winter, receiving only enough water 
to keep it from drying out. 
seem to grow in any soil and will tol- 
erate years of neglect, but a porous 


the larger the 


| soil of loam, peat and coarse sand, with 


best. 
BOND 


charcoal, is considered 
—ALMA BYHRE 


a little 


ALMA BYHRE ROND 
x 











and the older 


The plants | 





Geeccosseooeeoreens 







pococeoses 


re DUSTY PLAwye 
Re MESSY SOAPIN: 


NOW ust spray or 
wipe folige Pith 






me leat Cleaner and GLOSS 


New beauty treatment for 
foliage plants. Cleans in- 
stantly and creates a bril- 
° liant, ~— ppmeet. Try 

© sprayer top20¢; jo feraitiemecdt OW. You'll 

$ sprayer top 25¢ 
° If no dealer, order FLORALIFE, Inc. 
§ direct, ppd... Folder Mfrs.of FloralifeCut-FlowerFood 
® sent FREE, 1433 $.WabashAve.,Chicago5 


SPOSSHSSSSESESSSSSSESCHSSSSESSSHESHEEEEEEE 


Learn GREENHOUSE GROWING 


For Fun—For Profit 


SSCS SSSSOSESSSESOSEEOEC CHESS AEOEEH 





Our course in greenhouse 
growing will help you 
grow better flowers, earn 
spare time money, or have 
a full time job. Write to- 
day for information or 
send 25¢ for newsletter, 
“The Greenhouse Grower’’ 

FLOWER SCHOOLS, 


Greenhouse Diy. F 





INC. 


Pacific Palisades, 


BE A FLORIST 


Calif. 


Learn to make __ corsages, 
wreaths, centerpieces, wedding 
bouquets, etc. Train at home 
for excellent floral positions, 
or open your own flower shop 
Write for information or send 
for special illustrated lesson 
“How to Make 25 Florist Type 
Corsages” $1.00 


FLOWER SCHOOLS, INC. 
Box 386-F Pacific Palisades, Calif. 


African V0 els 


June is an ideal month for shipping 
tender tropicals. Test us with a sam- 
ple order and get on our mailing list. 


AFRICAN VIOLETS, biooming size, $1.00; 
2/$1.75; 3/$2.50; 5 /$4.00. Labelled, no 
duplication if you tell us what you have. 
Best new double pink, $3.50. 

14 var. EPISCIAS, $10.00. Postpaid. Cali- 
fornians add Sales Tax. Catalog and cul- 
ture guide, free, or 6¢ for Ist class mail, 
Air Mail 12¢. 

CECIL HOUDYSHEL, 


La Verne, 





Dept. F, California 





QUALITY PLANTS FOR HOBBYISTS 
® 


oR CH! 
SIGNAL MOUNTAIN, TENNESSEE 
INQUIRIES CORDIALLY ANSWERED 


D $s 








Best ZONAL Varieties 


4'—8" plants, 
All named. 


WILSON BROS. 


postpaid. 


] 0 for $3 
P.O. Box 48-F 
Roachdale, Ind. 





FLOWER GROWER 











GARDENER INDOORS 


Home Greenhouse 


by ERNEST CHABOT 


OW, WHEN THERE IS SO MUCH to 
N do indoors and out, the home 
greenhouse gardener appreciates 
every short cut he can find. Labor- 
saving gadgets are a big help. Some of 
these you can make yourself and others 
you can buy from a garden supply 
store. 


Simple-to-Make Gadgets 


A handy carrier for pot plants was 
shown recently at a florists’ short course 
at Cornell University. See the illus- 
tration of this simple-to-make gadget 
below. Except for the handle in the 
center, the carrier looks very much like 
a ladder. The crossbars are spaced to 
fit the size pot to be carried. This 
handy device is a timesaver and is espe- 
cially handy for moving plants in and 
out of the house. 

Another useful device that is easy 
to make is a soil tamper. One and one- 
half inch thick hardwood is preferable 
for this gadget. Cut it to 5 by 4 inches, 
drill a hole in the center of the block 


THIS SIMPLE-TO-MAKE plant car- 
rier will save you time when moving pot- 
ted plants in and out of the greenhouse. 


about *%4 of an inch deep and insert a 
short piece of a broom handle in the 
hole. You will find lots of uses for 
this tamper. 


Portable Potting Tray 


A portable potting tray is almost a 
necessity in the home greenhouse. It 
does not have to be large: 3 by 3 feet 
provides enough working space for the 
small greenhouse. The tray can be 
made to sit on top of a plant bench or 
to fit between two benches over a walk. 
Being portable, it can be stored under 
a plant bench when not in use. 

The bottom of the tray is made of 
heavy plywood and is braced beneath 
with heavy 2 by 4’s. The sides and back 
should be about 4 inches high. When 
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the tray is made this way, there are no 
cracks through which soil can fall to 
the floor and soil cannot spill over the 
edges. 

Wooden gadgets for the greenhouse 
should be made of hardwood and they 
should be waxed. Then the tools will 
last longer and soil will not cling to 
them. 


Propagating Case 


A closed propagating case is of tre- 
mendous value for germinating seed 
and rooting cuttings. One 2 by 3 feet 
is sufficiently large for the average 
greenhouse. You can make it easily 
using l-inch lumber. The front should 
be 10 inches high and the back 2 inches 
higher so the glass top will slope and 
condensation will flow off. A hinged 
top is desirable but not necessary. A 
piece of double-thick glass or vinyl 
plastic will do. If you use glass, bind 
the edges with masking tape so they 
won't cut your hands. 

Place an electric heating cable in 
the bottom and cover with a layer of 
coarse sand or vermiculite. If you plan 
to place seed and cuttings directly in 
the sand or vermiculite, the layer should 
be 6 inches deep, but if they are to be 
placed in flats or pans, the layer need 
be only 3 inches deep. If flats or pans 
are used, they should be plunged to 
their rims. 

Specially made paints are available 
today which make the maintenance of 
your greenhouse easier. Greenhouse 
paint, which is made to stand up well 
under extremely moist conditions, 
combines white lead for hiding power, 
zinc for hardness and fungicides that 
are toxic to mildew and other fungi. 
For the heating pipes there is a special 
black metal paint that is unaffected by 
dampness. It may even be applied over 
damp surfaces; it gives lasting protec- 
tion against rust and doesn’t give off 
harmful fumes. 

Another material that protects your 
greenhouse equipment is concentrated 
copper naphthenate wood preservative. 
It will increase the life of seed flats, 
benches, hot bed sash and slat shades. 

Today glass and aluminum jalousies 
are available for the home greenhouse. 
They are easy to slip in a side section 
to replace a light of glass. Hinged glass 
louvers open easily with a_ built-in 
crank operator. When opened, they pro- 








Put YOUR “’Green Thumb” to 
work in a pre-fabricated 
YOHO GREENHOUSE 
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LOW 
CcosT 


Quses 
cpeentoe= MONEY 


Spur wit Each Yoho Greenhouse is 
accurately redicut and erected at our plant. Each 
piece is plainly marked so any handy man can 
re-assemble. Save many dollars on construction 
costs. High quality at low prices. Cleor, age- 
resisting Cypress or Redwood mouldings. Prices 
include all hardware and fittings, double strength 
glass, complete cost except benches and foundations. 
10° x12’ — $230.00 18° x25’ — $720.00 
10° x16‘ — 288.00 18’ x50’ — 1440.00 
1414'x18’ — 443.00 21¥9’x50’ — 1610.00 
142'x25' — 615.00 212'x75’ — 2418.00 


CYPRESS HOTBED 


Redicut Hotbeds, made in sections, ready- 
to-assemble. Sash glazed with double- 
strength glass, designed to slide up and 
down for ventilation. Back 18° high, 
front 12”, in four sizes: 
6x4" — $26.00 

9x4’ — 36.00 


— — $44.00 
15’x4° — 55.50 











Catalog on Request 


ORDER DIRECT AND SAVE 


YOHO & HOOKER 


Dept. F Youngstown, Ohio 
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Nicotine PYROX combats 
‘em all! Now—save time, 
money—spray for all 3 at 
once! PYROX combats both 
sucking and leaf-eating in- 
sects, protects against fungus, 
actually sm proves foliage! Easy 
to use. just dilute with water 
and spray. Sticks to foliage 
Get handy 20-02. jar at 

y store. If you 


Atte 









—The AMERICAN AGRI By the makers of 
CULTURAL CHBMICAL 
Co.. New York 7. N. AGRICO Plant Foods 








Prefeb. ALUMINUM $249 up 
All sizes. Attractive, easy to 


erect (only a screw driver and 


wrench necessary) Ex tend 

able Double strength las 

10 year Guarantee No rust 

rot, painting Por FREF cats 

tos low prices. WRITE Dept 
06. 


WALDOR GREENHOUSES, Salem, Mass. 
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EIGHT Beautiful New Styles 


The greatest Producer of flowers and one of the 
least expensive. Made by Lord & Burnham, 
builders of florist, park, and estate greenhouses 
since 1856. 


IRVINGTON N.Y 


AVON 
Oscillating 
Type 
Sprinkler 


The jet controlled spray 


gives finest lawn irriga- 
tion, Always ask for 
Avon — the sprinkler 
that keeps lawns greener, 
longer. Built to last... 


year after year, 





‘THE FAMILIAR LINE 
YELLOW SPRINKLERS 


ALUMINUM 


GREENHOUSE 


Priced From $280.00 


Many Less Than $12.00 Per Month 


The latest Orlyt greenhouses are 
beautiful, bright, and mainte- 
nance-free for a lifetime of care- 
free gardening. New 
including graceful curved eave and 
lean-to greenhouses, as well as the 


Orlyt pictured. Many budget- | 


priced in aluminum or California 


redwood from $280. No putty or | 
paint. Nothing to give out or wear | 


out. The only construction that is 
maintenance-free. 


Easy-to-put up any season, any- 


where. Nothing to cut or fit. No 


expensive foundation needed with | 


our wall kit. Extra light and amply 
ventilated. Automatic heat and 
ventilation available for any crop 


or climate. Send for new 32-page 


Catalog No. JN-26. 


Jord € Burnham ors ecaines 


Canadian Sales Office 


St. Catharines, Ont. 





LOTS OF 
- LAWN 
TRIMMING 
AHEAD: 














AVON MANUFACTURING CO. 


WORCESTER 4, MASSACHUSETTS 





Here’s the 
EASY, QUICK 
Sevmour Smitn 
way 


Yes—the grass 
season is a long 
one. So switch to 
the easy way 
now and have 
more leisure this 
summer — plus a 
better looking lawn, neat and close- 
trimmed around trees, rocks, flower 
beds, fences, walks, etc. 

Seymour Smith trimmers, powered by 
husky, custom built motors, are a pleas- 
ure to use because they're so light and 
“handy” and roll along easily on wheels 
orroller. They cut tough grass and weeds. 
Made and guaranteed by the makers of 
the world famous Snap-Cut® pruner 
and other garden shears. Your dealer 
has Seymour Smith tools or can get 
them for you. If not please write us. 


De Luxe 
Model with 
Underwriters 

Approval 


$29.95 
Also No. 70 


Standard 
Model 


$19.95 


Gluatily Took 


Seance /8&50 


SEYMOUR SMITH & SON, INC. 
306 Main Street 
Oakville, Conn. 
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vide ventilation, and during rainy 
weather, when half-opened, they let 
the breeze in but keep out the rain. An 
aluminum screen which fits behind the 
jalousie keeps the insects out of the 
greenhouse. A storm sash may be 
slipped in place during the winter. 

Automatic ventilation equipment, 
which opens and closes the roof sash 
electrically, is now made in two sizes. 
For the home greenhouse there is a 
small one whch supports sash up to 11 
pounds or approximately 14 inches by 
60 inches. A large size is for standard 
sash 29 inches wide and as long as the 
greenhouse. 

For more accurate temperature read- 
ings, thermometers have been designed 
specially for greenhouse use. They have 
an aluminum sunshade and the degree 
markings are painted black on a white 
background. 

Pricking out seedlings will go much 
faster if you use a plastic dibble in- 
stead of a wooden one. Soil won't stick 
to the plastic dibble. There is a small 
one on the market that is excellent for 
use with a spotting board. 

It is smart gardening to label the 
plants in the greenhouse neatly and 
completely. The new plastic MARKIT 
labels provide room enough for a com- 
plete record. The label can follow 
the seedlings from the flat to their per- 
manent location in the greenhouse or 
garden. The pencil markings will last 
for years. It is easy to read these 
labels as the writing space is at an angle. 


June Planting Notes 


Anemone and ranunculus—You will 
have much larger blooms from seed 
started in June than from plants grown 
from tubers or corms. Grow at 50°. 
Azaleas—Plants that have finished 
blooming may be set out in a lath house 
or shaded pit frame. Pots can be 
plunged up to their rims in cinders or 
soil, or the plants can be knocked out 
of the pots and set in peatmoss. 
Calceolaria—Seed can be started now. 
A cool cellar would be a good place 
for the seed flats since germination is 
best at 50°. Precautions should be 
taken against damping-off. Use steri- 
lized soil or spread a 's-inch layer of 
finely shredded sphagnum moss ove! 
the surface. When the seedlings get 
large enough to handle, transfer them 
to 3-inch pots or directly to 5- or 6- 
inch pots. Good soil and regular feed- 
are the chief requirements for 
good growth. 

Christmas begonias—For 3-inch plants 
for next Christmas, make the cuttings 
now. In two weeks transfer them to 
2-inch pots and then finish them in 4’s. 
Grow at 55 to 60°. ° 

Chrysanthemums (mid-season varieties) 
—Take cuttings from clean, healthy 


ings 
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A special book 
for MEMBERS 
of Garden Clubs 


A Goldmine of Beautiful Pictures 
and Fascinating Information for 
Every Gardener and Nature Lover. 


Here, in one large, luxuriously 
illustrated volume, is the word- 
and-picture story of gardening in 
America. Whether your gardening 
interests lie in formal gardens or 
window boxes, flower arranging or 
puttering around the backyard, or 
if you simply delight in all the 
beauties of nature, this bountiful 
book will be a glamorous and use- 
ful addition to your bookshelf. 

Written by well-known garden 
authorities and_ illustrated with 
photographs and paintings by 
famous garden photographers and 
artists, A TREASURY OF AMER- 
ICAN GARDENING is a book for 
browsing, for factual information, 
and above all, for enjoyment. 

Here you will find the timeless 
grace of early American gardens 
and the modern simplicity of the 
perennial garden next door. You 
will read about the battle of sci- 
ence against insects and disease and 
the latest developments in new 
plants. You will see for the first 
time in the pages of a book a com- 
plete set of the famous Furber 
flower prints from Colonial Wil- 
liamsburg and a portfolio of four- 
color illustrations of America’s 
most popular trees. 

This is not just another garden 
book! In A TREASURY OF 
AMERICAN GARDENING is 
gathered all of the best in garden 
illustration and information from 
the past and the present. This is a 
book you will pick up and read 
over and over again—no matter 
what the season, no matter what 
your garden interests may be. 


To order your copy of 


A TREASURY 
OF AMERICAN 
GARDENING 


Use the coupon below while there 
is still time. 


The regular price of this lovely book is $7.50. If 


you are a member of a garden club or plant society 


you may obtain a copy for just $6.50 ACT TODAY. 


Mail to: 


Treasury of American Gardening, Room 2611 
Grand Central Terminal Building, 

New York 17, New York 
Please send me at $7.50 $6.50 (check one) 
I am a member of 


Check or money order enclosed. 


00 Send C.0.D., I will pay shipping charges. 





Garden Club 








stock plants and root them in vermicu- 
lite, clean sharp mason’s sand or a 
mixture of sand and peatmoss. Cuttings 
should not be in the rooting medium 
more than twenty-one days or growth 
will become hard and stunted. 
Cineraria—As with calceolaria, a tem- 
perature of 50° gives best germination. 
Do not attempt to grow cineraria in a 
warm greenhouse because the formation 
of buds is very poor at high tempera- 
tures. 

Cyclamen—Since this plant takes eight- 
een months to bloom from seed, it is a 
good idea to get a crop in early. The 
seeds are large and should be spaced 
1 inch apart. Transfer the seedlings to 
2¥%2-inch pots and then pot on to a 
larger size, finally ending up with 5’s. 
A regular feeding with a complete fer- 
tilizer will encourage good growth. 
Geraniums—Plants that have flowered 
in the greenhouse through the winter 
may now be set out in the garden. 
They will continue to bloom throughout 
the summer and in August and Septem- 
ber will supply cuttings for next winter’s 
plants. 

Gerberas—Divide the root clumps and 
set them out in the garden for the 
summer where they can develop into 
husky plants. Since these plants prefer 
a slightly alkaline soil (pH 7.5), don’t 
add peatmoss to the garden bed. In the 
fall the plants should be brought in 
and benched in the greenhouse. They 
will bloom most of the winter. 
Pansies—Start seed this month for mid- 
winter cut flowers. Use sterilized soil 
and place the flat in a cool spot. 
Poinsettias—Take cuttings from heavy, 
healthy growth and insert them in ver- 
miculite or sharp sand. The cuttings 
should be shaded from the hot summer 
sun, but once they are established, the 
shading can be reduced. If the shading is 
too dense, the poinsettia foliage will 
yellow. Keep the plants out of drafts 
and grow at 60°. 

Fairy primroses—Sow seed now for 
bloom next February. Germination is 
best at cool temperatures. 

Sweet peas—For an early winter crop 
sow June 15.¢ 








AFRICAN 
VIOLETS 


We specialize in 
African Violets 

—exclusively! 

if you want violets 
that will bleom for 
you without pam- 
pering, plants that 
will reach you in fine growing eondiiies without 
breakage, send US your trial order! Plants like 
this $1.00 each postpaid. 


Special Offer 


(immediate shipment. . growing instructions 
free) 


~ 


To prove to you that our plants arrive in fine 

condition, we will send postpaid and guaran- 

teed,your choice of a plant in bloom and 

labeled——Pink, White, Light Blue, Dark Pur- 

eS cams at $1.00 each (or all 5 for 
. ). 








SPOUTZ 


34300 Moravian Drive 





AFRICAN VIOLET Catalog 
FREE. Tells how to grow your 
violets so they're covered 
with bloom! Many pictured, 
all honestly described for 
beginners and for collectors! 
Write TODAY! 


“nover GREENHOUSES 


VIOLET 
Fraser, Michigan 
“We specialize in choice varieties” 








25 Finest Iris labelled—#$10.00; 
10—$5.00 Postpaid. 


217 South State 





IRIS SPECIALS 


15—86.50; 
Catalogue on request, 


WALLACE IRIS GARDENS 


Orem, Utah 








“Get a Gilmour” 


HOSEMASTER 


INSECTICIDE SPRA YER 
for accurate mixtures 
without pre-mixing liquids 


-~F ewe hen e 
; 


At your Lawn, 
Garden, Hordware 
or Seed Store or st 
Order Direct. Send corrosive . 
$5.95 for Prompt polyethylene liquid conta 
Delivery, Postpaid 


GILMOUR 


MANUFACTURING CO. 


All-brass non 


\ DEPT.1F SOMERSET, PA. 
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and bites from 
BLACK FLIES and CHIGGERS 


TRADE-MARKS 


SIX* TWELVE 


__ —_—_ 


Insect Repellent 
IN THE FAMILIAR ' oly 19) 


BOTTLE OR THE 
POPULAR NEW STICK 

at drug, sports, and 
variety stores 








Old-World 
Charm of 


British Ff 
Gardens 


.. all their 
traditional love- 
liness — their peace — their splendour 
are brought to you in superb pictures and 
descriptions, month by month in the’ pages 
of GARDENING ILLUSTRATED. This 
famous British magazine also ir.cludes unique 
coverage of world horticulture, news of latest 
European varieties and specialist features by 
leading plantsmen. Why not join the thou- 
sands of American enthusiasts who already 
enjoy this delightful publication ? 








----- CLIP AND MAIL 


Send only $2.50, made payable to our authorised 
agent, jeremy North—Bookseller (Fj), “ Friend- 
ship House,’’ Jamestown, Rhode Island, with this 
coupon completed, for 12 consecutive issues, sent 
direct to your address from London. Two years 
$4.50. Three years $7.00. 


Your Name 





THE NEW PRODUCTS EDITOR’S 


New tools for 
summer chores 


by WILLIAM 


HE LONG DAYS OF SUMMER are 
[Phere and we all get the tempta- 

tion to take it easy. But many 
garden jobs have to go on, regardless 
of the temperature. One of these is 
mowing the lawn. The best solution, I 
imagine, is to develop a lawn grass 
that only grows and needs to be cut 
when the temperatures are bearable! 
Since we aren’t blessed with this “gar- 
den fiction” as yet, our next choice is 
a power mower—one that you can ride 
on. 

If you already own a power reel-type 
mower you can easily convert it to a 
riding mower now that E. F. Brewer 
has its Mower-CycLe in production. 
This unique attachment is in front of 
the mower, not dragging behind like 
a sulky. The manufacturer claims that 
there is no loss in power—in fact, they 
say that there is an increase since the 
additional weight is placed over the 
drive wheels. Another advantage is that 
it allows you to mow the lawn faster— 
since you're not chasing it. In the 
photograph, you see it attached to a 
JACOBSEN mower but it will fit almost 
any brand. 

Not only does the lawn have to be 
cut all summer, but it has to be watered. 
Around my place it always seems that 
when it is time to water I’m dressed in 
my best slacks and I just hate to drag the 
hose out. Of course, the answer is an 
underground sprinkling system. Up 
until recently, this was an expensive job 
and far beyond the means of us aver- 
age home owners, but now there are 
several systems which you can put in 
yourself. Instead of metal pipe, you 


MOWER-CYCLE 


L. MEACHEM 


may now have plastic pipe or hose 
which is much easier to install. One kit 
which caught my eye is the TuFF-LITE. 
Actually there are three kits, contain- 
ing equipment to cover 1000, 1600 and 
2200 square feet. The underground 
pipe is made of polyethylene which will 
never rust, rot, crack or corrode. The 
spray heads are flush with the ground 
level. 

Of course, there are a number of 
good “overground” sprinklers and 
many people still prefer them. The 
need for constantly changing the posi- 
tion of the sprinkler is eliminated in 
the SUNBEAM RAIN KING. This is a 


& 


RAIN KING SPRINKLER 


traveling sprinkler. You can adjust it 
to be pulled from 5 to 50 feet along 
your lawn—even turn corners—and the 
diameter of spray can also be adjusted. 


Drill Attachment 


Among my many friends, an elec- 
tric drill is just as commonplace in the 
home workshop as is a hammer. There 
are many attachments you can get for 
an electric drill—if you own one, you 
know. Scott-MITCHELL HousE has a 
new one which you can use for trim- 
ming hedges, shrubs and hard-to-reach 
grass. It is good and sturdy and has 
a 10-inch cutting blade. 


Rotary Mowers 


I received a letter from a reader 
asking about rotary mowers. He said: 
“I saw a rotary mower in my garden 
store which had four little cutting 


FLOWER GROWER 
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POWER SPRAY... 
Fine Mist or 25-foot Stream 
with the NEW medium-size 
CHAMPION “700” 


When heavy-duty sprayers are too 
big and hand sprayers too small, 
you'll find the “700” just right. 
All-brass nozzle adjusts with a turn 
from mist to 25-foot stream. 1%- 
gal.-per-min. pump gives steady 
pressures up to 200 Ibs. Galva- 
nized steel tank holds 8 gal. Unit is 
lightweight, portable, easy to use. 


Write for literature 
CHAMPION SPRAYER CO. 


Mfr. Portable Sprayers and Dusters 
6517 HEINTZ AVE. * DETROIT 11, MICH. 
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Distributorships available — write for details 


SUMMER is 


the Best Time 





in Your 


E-zyrected GREENHOUSE 


Hot, humid conditions make rooting a cinch. Next 
year you will be glad to have your supply of garden 
plants. An Ezyrected Greenhouse works for you 
the year ‘round. Many exclusive features and auto- 
matic equipment described in our free catalog. 
write to.... 


TEXAS GREENHOUSE Co. 
1508 W. Rosedale Fort Worth, Texas 


GARDEN CLUB OFFICERS! Be 
sure to see the SPECIAL OFFER 


for you on page 25. 








| ers as well. 
| makes its appearance. 
| conventional wheels, this has a 
| affair which means that the bucket of 





New; Double Pink Dresden (exotic, 
bright double pink flower with resplen- 
dent girl foliage). Now ready for imme- 
diate shipment. $2.50 each. See our 
new 1955 color catalog listing over 100 
varieties. FREE on request. Please in- 
clude 45¢ on all plant orders $3 or 
less; over, add 65¢. 











TINARI FLORAL GARDENS, Bethayres, Pa. 
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blades on one disc instead of a single 
blade. Are these any good?” 
certainly are. You'll find them on the 
HuFFY mower. The idea behind this 
type of blade is that when one of these 


small cutters hits a stone or hard ob- | 


They | 


ject the blade will flip back. This is | | 


quite a safety feature and, of course, 
will prevent many jars and jolts in a 
season’s mowing. Also, since there 
are four cutters the engine can be run 


at a slower speed; consequently, it will | 


be less noisy. 


Incidentally, on the electric Huffy | 
there is an exclusive Cord Control and | 


a flip-over handle for two-way mowing 
which helps eliminate the cord prob- 
lem. I particularly enjoyed the record 
which Bill Stern made about Huffy 
mowers. It costs 25 cents—from the 
company—but along with it you get a 
certificate worth one dollar on the pur- 
chase of any Huffy mower. 


Multipurpose Cart 


Making garden carts do more than 
one job seems to be the vogue today. 
First we had carts which were spread- 
Now, the HANDYMAN 
Instead of the 
roller 


the cart can be filled with sand or 


| stones and used as a roller. The bucket 


itself can also be removed which makes 


| it a small flat cart or a hand-truck. So 
| it’s really a four-in-one tool. 


I have been an advocate of soluble | 


| fertilizers for many years. To be really 


effective, though, they are best applied 
through the hose. One of the early 
mixers was the Hoze-ON siphoning de- 
vice. This was the first one I ever used 
and I still use it on many occasions to- 
day. It is attached to the faucet and 
the hose, in turn, is attached to it. A 
small rubber hose is slipped into a 
bucket of mixed solution which is then 
siphoned through the garden hose. 
Looking for a good trellis that will 


| last for years and never need painting? 
| That’s what the makers of ALUM-O- 


TREL claim. Theirs is made of alumi- 
num and is 612 feet high and 50 inches 
wide—big enough for most climbing 
plants. 


Several people have written me ask- | 
ing about a mower that would cut real | 
tough weeds and grass. There is a trac- | 


tor-mower combination that will 
this purpose very nicely. This is 
Jari. Some years ago | used one for 


suit | 
the | 


cutting tall grass and weeds that grew | 


up around the sides of our greenhouse 
and can say it worked® out fine. I’m 


sure that the newer models are even a | 


lot better. This is a sickle bar mower, 


just like the ones used by farmers. This | 


is also a machine you don’t have to put | 


| 
} 


away in winter because it has a dandy | 


| snow blower attachment.¢ 


Black Spot; 2 
Harlequin Bug, 4 
Spider-Mite; 5—Thrip; 
Rose Bud Worm , 7 
Cucumber Beetle, 8—Rose Chafer, 9 
Cutting Bee; t1 Rose Midge; 12 
Tarnished Miant Bug; 14—Leafhopper, 15 
16--Rose Slug 


Which Rose Will You Grow? 


It no longer is impossible for you to grow 
big beautiful roses... if you only (1) feed 
your plants, (2) protect them from fungus 
diseases and (3) kill off the injurious in- 
sects! And there’s an exact Tri-Ogen Rose 
“Grow-er” that will make it very easy for 
you to grow Big, Beautiful Roses. 


Mildew; 
Red 


TRI-OGEN 3-Way ROSE SPRAY 


Incredibly efficient combination of 
insecticides, fungicides and foliar 
stimulants. Wonderful results. 

Finest gardens. $1.50 (10 bush 

season supply) up. 


TRI-OGEN 3-Way DUST “GUN” 


Similar highly effective combination 
in dust form. Complete, refillable, 
easy-to-use gun-type con- 
= % 
NS 


tainer, 98¢ complete. Also 
TRI-OGEN 3-Way ROSE FOOD 


in cans $1.19 and up. 
Richly balanced. Quick tonic-like effect 
and long-lasting benefits assure ( 1 ) more 
active root systems, (2) sturdier growth, 
| (3) more dependable blooms. 89¢ (5- 
Ib bag) and up. 


TRI-OGEN FLORAL and GARDEN DUST 
Now! Tri-Ogen PROTEC- —— ee ee 


TION and stimulation for| (ESD Gal ) 
vegetables and fruits as ‘ Ls 4 aS Vv 
well as flowers. Contains Malathion and Captan, 
Refillable “‘Gun” $1.25; 3-lb can $2.98 


TRI-OGEN ROSE and FLOWER 
GARDEN “BOMB” 


New! A combination insecticide-fungi- 
cide push-button spray for both inside 
and outside plants. Long needed! You'll 
love it! $1.69 each. 


TRI-OGEN, “The Secret of Fine Roses,” is avail- 
able at better stores everywhere. Or direct. Book- 
let, “How to Grow More Beautiful Roses” free 
upon request. Send today. Rose Mfg. Co.—*‘‘Ist in 
Rose Sprays’’— 135-65 Ogen Bidg., Beacon, N. Y. 


et Ce 
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; ae NEW COLORS. NEW SEASONS. LARGE. 
SMALL. LOW. TALL. BLOOM SPRING TO FALL. 
DISEASE AND PEST FREE. HARDY, PERMANENT. 


WHEN ~-HOW-WHERE ~-WHICH. 


wot ARR NURSERY CO. 


WOMELSDORE. Pa. 





From Holland 


Ask for our catalogue with 
prices, offering hundreds of 
varieties of Tulips, Daffodils, 
Hyacinths, Crocus, Lilies, Am- 
aryllis, and Miscellaneous 
Bulbs. 

All bulbs delivered, duty and 
freight paid to destination. 


J. HEEMSKERK 


c/o P. Van Deursen 


AGRICO ROSE FOOD 


% Grows brighter, more beautiful roses 
z blooms with that “professional” 


ok. 

% Supplies all nutrients, organic and in- 
organic, needed for prolific growth. 
At your GARDEN SUPPLY DEALER’S 

—see him today. 


AGRICO BULB FOOD 


% Supplies the right combination of plant 
nutrients needed to grow beautiful bulb 
flowers. 

*. — ico gives you Bulb flowers potash, 

ich is not found in bone meal. 

% At your GARDEN SUPPLY DEALER’S 


—see him today. 
Ask for AGRINITE, too, 
the Natural 100% organic! 














BEA 


FLORAL DESIGNER 
LEARN FLOWER DESIGNING = 4, 


for exciting hobby or for profit ~Yy wn 4 
Thousands of spare or full time hy ; 
money making opportunities all 2 
year ‘round, in this fascinating 
profession. Earn while learning — a 
you learn to make HUNDREDS of / 
exciting and exotic arrangements 
from Garden Flowers, Shrubs, Trees; 
also Dried and Evergreen Mate- 
rials. Write today for FREE 
Book. (Floral Division) 
NATIONAL LANDSCAPE 
INSTITUTE, Studio F465, 


“yf 310 S. Robertson Bivd. 
~~ Los Angeles 48, Calif. 


(Foxtail me 


Grows fre 
fr SHIP. nooTs wae Hi 


. otic, hardy pe’ rennial 
Blooms in May and June 
HAVE PRODUCED BLOOMS ‘Fal 


Postoaid BARGAIN ‘COLLECTIONS For oniy 
(A hree unclassified hybrids, 
Porn yellow, pink and orange 

Pink, yellow and orange debe 

1 ea. Robustus, Bungei & Au- 

rantiacus 

bern yellow and white species: 
ea. Robustus, Bungei & Hima- 

eee, 

— yellow and orange hybrids: 
ea. Rosalind, Buttercup & 

Rite 

Yellow hybrids: 1 ea. Buttercup, 

Moonlight and Primrose 

Orange and saimon en 


8.75 
—— yellow — ‘white hybrids: 
ameo, Moonlight and 
Wnite Bea 
Labe 


uty 9.50 
ed, except those in Collection (A) 
SURPRISE BONUS ROOTS FREE WITH ALL EARLY 
ORDERS. Number and varieties given will depend upon 
amount of order and how early it is received No bonus 
given after July 15th 
Complete price list of eremuri upon request 
instructions given with orders 
Cash with orde 
Washington customers please add S14 % State Sales Tax. 


MONTGOMERY GARDENS 
P. 0. Box 246-F Colville, 


Cultural 


Wash. 


92 





and others. 





Day-lilies 


[FROM PAGE 48] with day-lilies. 

While the annual garden pilgrimages 
have great educational value, they have 
encouraged gardeners to achieve a strik- 
ing display of bloom on a definite date, 
with little thought as to how the garden 
will look the balance of the year. How- 
ever, more and more gardeners are 
coming to realize the importance of 
keeping their gardens well groomed and 
in bloom for as many weeks of colorful 
enjoyment as possible. A garden pre- 
dominantly of day-lilies is an easy one 
to maintain. 

March, when the season is normal in 
my latitude, Hemerocallis Middendorffi 
is a nice harbinger of spring. It does 
not grow more than 10 inches high. 
Then another species, H. minor, flowers 
and is followed by named varieties: 
EaRLIANA, JUDGE ORR, BLANCHE 
HooKER, BETTY, GLORIANA, MINTIKA 
By the time these have fin- 
ished, buds of the earliest of the mid- 
season varieties begin to unfold. BaRo- 
NET, DUNCAN and FIREBRAND follow, 
and as there are many mid-season and 
late mid-season varieties, you mever 
have to be without day-lily color in 
summer. 

In late summer and fall such varie- 
ties as GARDEN Lapy, TARA, CHENGTU, 
AuGusT PIONEER, CHEROKEE, LOVE 
BirD and additional ones will carry the 
season right on until hard cold arrives. 

The remontant types of day-lilies 
(those that bloom two or more times 
during the same year) contribute much 


toward giving us a long season of con- | 


tinuous bloom. Many varieties that re- 


| peat in the South, however, will bloom 
only once in more northern latitudes. | 


In our own planting, DAUNTLEss and 
DoMINION are outstanding in their re- 
blooming qualities. Last season, a three- 


year clump of DoMINION was hardly | 


bloomless a single week from May until 
November, with buds ready to open 
when killing frost came. Other leaders 
of this remontant group include Wavu- 
BuN, PINK CHARM, VESPERS and VI- 
KING. 

Repetition of bloom seems to be in- 


| fluenced greatly by cultural attention, 


and a little plant food and plenty of 
moisture go a long way in stimulating 
additional bloom. Some beds that or- 


dinarily do not bloom a second time will 


give many additional flowers if soaked 
with the hose at weekly intervals during 
late summer and fall. 

There is hardly an end to the uses 
that may be made of these versatile 
plants, but one of the most effective is 
planting them in the shrub border. The 
bays or recesses between the shrubs 
provide a perfect foil for clumps of 
day-lilies. You may use any color you 
prefer, but when planting them among 
flowering shrubs, be certain the shrubs 











DAYLILIES 


Beautiful illustrated daylily catalog now ready. 
Over 350 finest varieties popularly priced. Many 
bargain collections listed. Send 25¢ (deductible 
from first order) for catalog. See Classified Sec- 
tion for Get Acquainted Special 


PARRY NURSERIES, SIGNAL MOUNTAIN, TENN. 


ONLY $110. 00 


for this 

WATER 
PUMPING 
SYSTEM! 


Here’s a precision made well water pumping 
system. A one unit piece, it will handle depths 
of 1 to 25 feet. Pressure 30 to 50 lbs. dependin 
upon depth. Self priming, the open faucet will 
give aproximately 600 gal. per hr. 

¥2 H.P., 3 Phase, 60 Cycle, 110 Volt Motor 
Equipped with pressure regulator and gauge. 
Weight of unit 45 lbs. 

For homes, cottages, lakes, wells and rivers. 


Ten days Free Trial. Money back guarantee, 
minus shipping charges. 


Write for free catalog. 


M-FENGINEERING CO. 


13828 S. Western Ave., Blue Island, III. 








NEW 
WHITE 
EPISCIA 


(E. Dianthiflora) 


rons 9298 


Other Episcias. Red flowers: Acajou, 
Coccinea (fulgida), Cupreata var. viri- 
difolia, Emerald .Gem, Frosty, Chocolate 
Soldier. Blue flowers: Lilacina var. 
Fanny Haage. All 3” pots. 


Any 3 red or blue $4.98 postpaid 


ALBERTS & MERKEL BROS., INC. 


Rt 6. Box 77-F Jacksonville 7, Fla. 


1955 color catalog orchids, tropical plants 25¢ 








Choice Collections 


IRIS — COLLECTIONS 


Tree Peonies - Oriental Poppies 


ARVISTA GARDENS 
Battie Creek, Michigan 











ce GROWERS OF 
Mp. THE WORLD'S FINEST ROSES 


rite for our illustrated 
catalog of OREGON ROSE 


FLOWER GROWER 





and the day-lilies will harmonize. 

Except in those rare sections of the 
country where day-lilies do not seem to 
thrive, they have no superior in the 
perennial border. Most day-lilies have 
strong foliage, and just a few clumps 
here and there will add much strength 
and stability to the planting and give 
the planting a sense of being alive from 
the beginning of the growing season 
until its very end. In the perennial bor- 
der, as elsewhere, it is obvious that the 
tall-growing kinds should be placed to 
the back, medium-growers in center and 
the dwarfish types in front. 

All those who visited Valdosta, 
Georgia, during the meeting of The 
Hemerocallis Society last year can ap- 
preciate the effectiveness of day-lilies 
when used liberally in combination with 
other garden flowers. In several of the 
gardens there were exciting, carefully 
worked out color arrangements that en- 
hanced the beauty of both the day- 
lilies and their companions. I have 
never seen more interesting and effec- 
tive combinations than those in Val- 
dosta where stokesia was used with 
orange and yellow day-lilies. 

The yellow and orange shades of day- 
lilies can always be used effectively with 
blue, lavender, purple-toned and white 
flowers. The varieties GOLIATH, ORANGE 
BEAUTY, REVOLUTE and others of that 
type make perfect companion plants 
for any dark-toned flowers. You may 
even work out interesting contrasts by 
using day-lilies alone. The light shades, 
such as HYPERION and SPRING SONG, 
when planted along with such darker 
ones as BLACK FALCON, PLUM Mist 
and PoTENTATE, create a very effective 
garden arrangement. 

Starting in the spring, the very early 
dwarfs may be planted in combination 
with Phlox divaricata or white, purple 
and lavender verbena to make a low 
border or edging that will bring many 
praises to your garden. The taller- 
growing yellows, blooming a little later, 
may be combined with browallia, lark- 
spur, nierembergia and delphiniums. 

Only on rare occasions have I seen 
day-lilies planted in combination with 
the various types of irises, but here lie 
untold possibilities. There are many 
superb irises that will contrast interest- 
ingly with day-lilies. It is impractical to 
give blooming dates for the various sec- 
tions of the country, but in a friend’s 
garden day-lily DUNCAN came into 
bloom along with medium-blue iris 
CHIVALRY to make a grand show of 
color. The Oriental irises, a little later 
flowering than the bearded types, will 
bloom along with the first of the mid- 
season day-lilies. The foliage of the 
day-lilies and irises blends nicely, too. 

In the fall garden, try the late day- 
lilies, such as AUGUST ORANGE, AU- 
TUMN PRINCE, AUTUMN MINARET, 
Love Birp, Our GOLDEN WEDDING, 
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gaa as newest — finest modern varieties of ... 


Our Beautiful New 1955 
64 Page Book 


America’s Finest Catalog of 


- Peonies, tris & Daylilies! Our newest & 

. Packed with gorgeous natural-color pie- 
Descriptions & prices of more than 1,000 
varieties—new & oid favorites. ony special econ- 
omy collections. SEE BONUS OFFER BELOW! 


Our “BAKER'S DOZEN” Iris Collection 
13 of the newest and finest tris in existence at fan- 
tastic savings off regular prices! True variety and 
top quality guaranteed. Order 1 of these colorful 
colossal collections today! No C.0O.D.’s, 


Biue Rhythm 
cornflower-blue 
ade Splendor 


please, 
New Snow 
large, pure white 


pink-apricot-tan deep yellow 
rt Song D 

large cream 

imohr 

immense red-violet 


clear blue violet 
n ameo 
outstanding pink 


e et 
clear pale blue brilliant orange 
Lady Boscawen 
large, ruffled white 


“os Lady Mohr oyster-white-chartreuse 
Any 6 Labeled & Ppd. in U. S. Only $4 
ALL 13 Labeled & Ppd. in U. S. Only $8 


bright fuchsia 


FREE = puee ae with paid cata- 
and 


“porn every 
Iris order.) WRITE TODAY: 








LEARN TO OPERATE 
Your Own Flower Shop 





E a satisfied coupon clipper! 
FLOWER GROWER advertisers offer 
help and specialized information to 
home gardeners. Watch the ads, clip 
the coupons every month for better 
ways to a more beautiful garden. 











~~ types flower arranging PLUS profitable 
as soentane covered completely in 
st FO WEEKS IN BEAUTIFUL 
ENVER, COLO. You use fresh flowers 
=< _—" pacenet rag PY" from our 
AST ORS. PROFES 
SIONAL 1 DIPLOMA ISSUED UPON COM 
Free Detailed Catalogue—Write: Cliff Mann 


COLORADO SCHOOL OF FLORAL DESIGN 
2106 Broadway Denver (5) Colorado 














START A 


MEYER Z-52 ZOYSIA 
LAWN NOW 


Have A Permanent Lawn, With 
No Crabgrass Or Weeds—That 
Stays A Rich Green All Summer A Meves £40 Sante hou 
Spreads to cover, driving out crabgrass, weeds 
and old grass. Thrives in hottest weather, 
once established requires little or no water- 
ing. Loses color after heavy frost, regains it 
in the Spring. 


Set Out As 
PLUGS or SPRIGS 


$5 Pkg plants 50 sq. ft. as Plugs—As Sprigs plants more than 150 sq. ft. 
$26.50 Pkg plants more than 280 sq. ft. as Plugs—as Sprigs plants more 
than 900 sq. ft. As it spreads you can cut your own plugs for additional 
areas. 


ORDER NOW for immediate shipment, or write for full information. We 
pay all postage. Please send check, we do not ship C.O.D. 


LAWN GRASS DEVELOPMENT CO. 
Dept M-107 Vienna, Virginia 
® More than 7 Years Experience in Planting and Growing this Grass 
For West Coast and Rocky Mountain area, write to 
WINMESA FARMS CO. INC., Dept. M-107 802 W. Avalon Drive, Phoenix, Ariz. 











: MALATHION 


CONTROLS 
MORE KINDS 


OF PESTS 


THAN ANY 
OTHER 
GARDEN 
: INSECTICIDE 


Never, before the introduc- 
tion of malathion, has the 
home gardener been able to 
use just one insecticide for so 
many purposes. 


Prized flowers, shrubs, other 
ornamental plantings, home 
and fruits can all 
be protected from aphids and 
mites as well as more than 75 
other pests. 








vegetables 


Malathion also protects patios, 
breezeways, barbecue areas 
and other spots outside the 
home from flies and other 
annoying insects. 

Malathion is available in both 
liquid and dust forms... 
alone or with fungicides. 


Look for malathion on the label 
of popular brand insecticides 
at your Garden Supply Store. 


30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York 20, N. Y. 


AMERICAN Ganamid COMPANY 





| GAY 





BAGGETTE and THE SULTAN, with the 
blue salvia, Salvia patens, which grows 
only about 2 feet high, and with the 
lavender S. farinacea which reaches 
about 4 feet. These late-blooming day- 
lilies look well with the purple Michael- 
mas daisies, eupatorium and _ other 
flowers with blue or purple shadings. 

In summing up, if you want a garden 
that will require a minimum of care and 
yet be interesting throughout the grow- 
ing season, use day-lilies abundantly. 
Let them dominate your beds and bor- 
ders, using a few annuals and peren- 
nials to fill in when the day-lilies fall 
short. They won’t let you down, though, 
and are clean, easy-to-grow plants with 
interesting foliage and a superb color 
range that is almost continuous through- 
out the growing season. 


Succession of Bloom 


Here is a partial list of varieties, 
named in bloom sequence, and while 
not the highest priced, all are consid- 
ered good and dependable. Sequence of 
bloom is not always consistent in all 


regions, of course. 


minor, JUDGE 


Early Flowering: H. 


| Orr, BLANCHE HOOKER, APRICOT, GOLD 
Dust, 


Dr. REGEL, H. 
BETTY, GLORIANA. 

Early Mid-season Flowering: BARo- 
NET, DOMINION, DUNCAN, WAR PATH, 
SERENADE, H. aurantiaca, OLD Ivory, 
TeJaAs, DOROTHEA, PURPLE WATERS, 
Wau-Bun, Farr Morn, ANNIS VICTO- 


Middendorffi, 


| RIA RUSSELL, SEMINOLE CHIEF, PERSIAN 


PRINCESS, AMARYLLIS, DOLLY VARDEN, 
Bo_p CourTiER, Mrs. HUGH JOHNSON, 
BLACK PRINCE, VESPERS, PORT, CABAL- 
LERO, Mrs. JOHN J. TIGERT, COLONIAL 
DAME, MISSION BELLS. 

Mid-season Flowering: DAUNTLEss, 
GUNGA Din, PAINTED Lapy, PRAIRIE 
GoLp, MARY GUENTHER, Mrs. B. F. 
BONNER, Su-LIN, CIBOLA, MIDWEST 
CAVALIER, POTENTATE, 
SWEETBRIAR, HONEY REDHEAD, 
TROUS, TARUGA, COPPER COLONEL, 
DAWN PLAY, GRETCHEN, PATRICIA, 
TROUBADOUR, CHEROKEE MaAlip, 
WINDSOR TAN, ORANGE BEAUTY, KIL- 
LARNEY Lass, Marcy, PINK CHARM, 
RoyAL RuBy, PuRPLE ELF, PALE 
Moon, RUBY SUPREME, BLACK FAL- 
CON, DEVON CREAM, Howpy, Malip 
MaRIAN, BALLET DANCER, PURPLE 
FINCH, ROSALIND, GEORGIA, IMPERA- 
TOR, NARANJA. 

Late Mid-season Flowering: 
poR, DorotHy McDape, GrRisELLE, 
COLONEL BESLEY, AUTUMN RED, VI- 
KING, GOLDEN KNIGHT, BAGGETTE, THE 
SULTAN, JEAN, AUGUST ORANGE, Dou- 
BLOON. 

Late Flowering: GARDEN Lapy, Tara, 
CREAM FRILLS, H. multiflora, CHENGTU, 
SUSAN TREDWELL, Love Birp, AUTUMN 
PRINCE, CHEROKEE, AUGUST PIONEER, 
BOUTONNIERE, FAIRY PEARLS.® 


MaTa- 





HyYPERION, | 
Lus- | 





WHITE CALLA 
QUEEN BEGONIA 


rofessional alike. ‘o- 
iage is variegated with delicate 
adings of white, green, pinks 

and red. Many leaves are pure w! 

with red and pinks formed like miniature 

white calla lilies. This luxuriant foliage ia 

crowned by constantly 

. full flowers. 
pot grown. Complete instructions for care 
and growing included. 

3 CALLA QUEENS FOR $5.00 POST PAID! 
Bright Geneva DOUBLE BEGONIAS BEGONIA 
Four different potted prizes .. . COLLECTION 
each one a distinct, beautifully Four beautiful fibrous 
brilliant color. . . RED, PINK, Begonias. each | dis- 
WHITE and the NEW SNOW [inctly different: Mini- 
BLUSH. Lustrous green flowers a, 
contrast with cheery, bright dou- and White Calla Queen 


ble flowers. F’ healthy, above 

Be Severs. Four beokes.$2.50 cSar...... $4.95 

SPEC/AL Begonia Collection, 
Geneva doubles, ONLY $ 


including one Velvet Plant FREE! 
MAIL your erder today! Add 35¢ for packing and handling. 
For FASTER —— add 20¢ additional for SPEGIAL 
HANDLING STAM 


FREE! ss 


SPRING 
Money refunded on returned plants if not satisfied 
Pauer’s Greenhouses 


Dept. F-65, Route 1, Box 184, WAUKESHA, WIS. 


and four 
6.95— 


FULLY ILLUSTRATED 
CATALOG—UPON REQUEST. 


Pulls Out The Roots in a Jiffy! 


Built to endure . . . “WEED 
FIGHTER” has tapered hard- 
wood handle, tubular stem 
and slide-action gripper of 
heavy aluminum. It's light, 
easy to handle, will not mar 
your lawn. Gets roots and core 
in a second, EVERY TIME. 


Ladies’ Style, 18” $1.45 Ppd. 
Men’s Style, 26”. 1.95 Ppd. 
10 DAYS APPROVAL 


SEND CASH. CHECK on MONEY ORDER 


SLIDE EJECTOR 
POPS OUT ROOTS 


Dauben Industries 
121 WENONAH DRIVE PONTIAC 19, MICH. 








Your Lawn Can Loek Like 2a 
Putting Green 

Greens Zephyr is an easy to push putting 

green mower that gives a short, perfectly 

smooth 16’. wide cut to lawns, golf and 

backyard putting greens. Operates perfectly 

on Bent, Bermuda and all fine grasses. Ball 

bearings with Alemite fittings. 12 hardened 

Sheffield steel blades. 

tion drive roller insures non- 

scuff turning. Speedy ad- 

justment, height of cut— 

5/32” to 15/32”. Absolute 

tops in design, materials, 

workmanship. Imported 

from England. Service 

parts in stock. $95.00 

f.o.b. Detroit. Ship- 

ped Express collect. 


Two sec- 


complete 
satisfaction 
guaranteed. 
Literature 
on request. 


Hiram F. Godwin & Son 


Bent Grass and Golf Supplies for 35 years 
22368 Grand River Ave., Detroit 19, Mich. 











Kill TERMITES fast! 


Pratt’s 72% Chlordane gives you an easy 
‘do-it- yourself” way to control termites. 
—_ kills garden pests. 2 pint, $2.00; 

pm. $3.50; 1 qt., $5.00 (slightly 
hig West of Mississippi River)—at 
your dealer's. Send for ‘hell free folder 
on termite control. ratt Co., 
197 Twenty First Ave., Paterson, N. J. 


FLOWER GROWER 





CHOICE of gardeners since 
1937. Full hose volume with- 
out force for quick, easy, water- 
ing. Guaranteed. Free folder. 
If dealer ghee supply, order 





@ direct. $3.95 ppd 
WATERWAND—P.O. Box 25- A ‘Menlo Park, Calif, | 


WOW! vs EASV1o | 
REMOVE STUMPS ©) 


With “MAGIC” 


No Digging! No Chopping! 
No Blasting! 


All you do is pour “Magic” “EASY TO USE! 
Stump Remover—a new, S@ves Time.Money! 
quick -acting chemical compound — into hole 
drilled in center of stump. Wood fibres soon 
Senne all way toroot tips, making removal 
. even for women and youngsters! 
SPECIAL TRIAL OFF ER: 8-oz. Can (enough for 
one stump)—$1.50; 16-oz. —$2.50; 3ibs. $5.00 
Send no money! Pay ostman, plus postage. 
(Or send full amount with order for postpaid deliv 
ery.) Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Refunded! 


FREE! ' Genera sample of ‘GRO- 
new liquid lawn 
fertilizer, with —— irene Remover order, 


H. D. CAMPBELL CO., Rochelle 34, ih. 


STEP-SAVER 
HOSE VALVE 


CONTROL 











as 
a as 


DRUMCLIFF 


Just attach this device to end of your garden 
hose or between hose and spraying unit. 


SAVES TIME AND WATER, TOO 
No need to walk back to faucet while water 
wastes. One quarter turn gives complete, quick 
control. Fits all standard garden hose and 
equipment. Rust proof metal. 


$2.00 each—3 for $5.75 


Delivered prepaid. Your money back if not 
delighted after 10 day trial. 
MAIL US YOUR ORDER TODAY 
DRUMCLIFF CO., Dept. 707, Towson 4, Md. 


Hobebordorforhorforhosforfooforfosfocfoofococfooforfoofocfoofocfofoofoofooge 


BIRD OF PARADISE 


Strelitzia Reginae 


Amazingly beautiful orange & blue flow- 
ers. Evergreen banana-like leaves. BLOOM- 
ING SIZE 6-yr. old plants for tubs $7.50, 
$10, and $12.50 each according to size. 
l-yr. old plants for pots $1 each, 3 for 
$2.50. Seeds 3 for 50¢, or 8 for $1. 


PARADISE NURSERY 
P.O. Box 990-F, San Fernando, Calif. 


ROSE GUIDE 


Plan NOW for beautiful Roses in YOUR gar- 
den. The STAR ROSE CATALOG is the de- 
pendable guide to al] the best and most excit 

ing varieties. Star Roses are GI ARANTEED 
TO BLOOM FOR YOU. 


STAR *% ROSES 


The Conard-Pyle Co., West Grove 405, Pa. 
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| bud is permitted to develop, it 


| cases, 


| All 
| should be removed 
| specimen flower. 

As: the plant grows upward, you will | 
notice that shoots begin to appear from | 
_ many of the leaf axils (see illustration | 
| on page 45 top right). 
is more pronounced late in the season | 


Chrysanthemums 


|FROM PAGE 45] sidered safe to “take.” 
This means to gently remove all the 
surrounding buds, thus allowing the 
plant to put all its energy into produc- 
ing a flower from the remaining bud. 

If a leaf bud rather than the crown 


continue the upward progress of the 
plant and develop a few weeks later 
either a center flower bud surrounded 
by additional flower buds or, in some 
a bud identical to the earlier 
crown bud. The flower bud cluster is 
referred to as the terminal bud and the 
other type of bud is called the second 
crown bud. The terminal bud is the 
last attempt of the plant to flower. 
buds around the large center 


This tendency 


and in some varieties, like the INDIAN- 


| APOLIS strain, every leaf axil will pro- 
| duce a_ terminal 
| shoots should be cut off as they appear 


bud shoot. These 
so that all of the plant’s energy is 
directed into the top bud. Second 
crown buds occur when cuttings are 
started early in the year in a green- 
house. By following the procedure out- 
lined for first crown buds, a flower can 
be produced or the plant growth can 
be continued to develop a terminal bud. 


Much argument occurs among chrys- | 
relative | 
merits of either crown bud or terminal | 


anthemum growers over the 


bud flowers. While a crown bud taken 
about September | will normally have 


a long period of good weather in which | 


to develop, there will be 10 


inches of stem below 


to 12 


strap-like spurs in place of leaves. The 
terminal flowers, on the other hand, 
have a full complement of normal leaves 


extending to the base of the flower | 
bottom | 


(see illustration on page 45, 
left). Many growers are convinced that 
flowers from crown buds have better 


color and texture and are superior for | 


exhibition purposes. 


I have noticed that the sepals or | 
appear | 
thick and hard and take a long time | 
buds | 
clear | 


outer sheath of crown buds 


to develop, while on terminal 
this covering is almost like a 


plastic which develops quickly and 


stretches rapidly as the buds enlarge. | 


It is surprising how close to a given 
calendar date each chrysanthemum 
variety will bloom year after year and, 
in most cases, where both first crown 
buds and terminal buds are taken on 
plants of the same variety, they will 
bloom at the same time. 
weather conditions and the 


will | 





to produce one | 





it that will be | 
bare or will show only three or four | 


BY LEADING MAKERS 


of Insecticides — Fungicides 
Weed Killers —Crabgrass Killers 
Herbicides — Liquid and Soluble Fertilizers 


PROPER APPLICATION of their 
products, you cannot obtain effective 
control of insect pests and fungus dis- 
eases, and satisfactory lawn and tree 
treatments. 


1 These companies know that without 


observations that the HAYES Spray 
Gun automatically mixes the chemical 
and water thoroughly and proportions 
the mixture accurately by means of 
patented internal metering jets. 


cf know that the HAYES produces 


2 tse know from their own tests and 
| 


a spray pattern that is uniform and of 
equal strength throughout. And—that it 
delivers a fine, forceful, saturating spray 
that can be directed up, down, sideways 
and to high foliage by means of the 
adjustable deflector, an exclusive 
HAYES feature. 


They*know that all HAYES sprayers 
are equipped with a patented back-flow 
valve to prevent back-siphoning into 
the water line, a valuable safety feature 
(Pat. No. 2646063). 


Finally —they know that their products 
H when applied with a HAYES will give 
you the effective results which you aed 
a right to expect when you Seales 

garden chemicals. 


2K approveo by leading manufacturers 
of garden chemicals 

Acme Quality Paints, Inc., a dy oe 
Bonide Chemical Co.; Boyle- Midway Cali- 
fornia Spray Chemical Corp.; The ty ‘Corp.; 

Carbide and Carbon Chemicals Co.; W. A. Cleary 
Corp.; Cooke Laboratory Products; Durham Chem- 
ical Co.; McLaughlin Gormley King Co.; Miller 
Products Co.; Monsanto Chemical Co.; Northrup, 
King & Co.; B. G. Pratt Co.; Swift & Co., Plant 
Food Division; Thompson Chemicals Corp.; Vel- 
sicol Corp.; Virginia-Carolina Chemical Co., Black 
Leaf Products Division; Worid Spray Co., Inc. 


Be guided by the recommendations of 
these companies whose products you use 
by insisting on the sprayers which they 
have approved— 


AT YOUR GARDEN 
SUPPLY DEALER 


| HAYES SPRAY GUN COMPANY 
I believe that | 


health of | 


World’s Largest Manufacturer of 
rden Hose Sprayers—Since 1934 
| 98 N. San Gabriel Blvd., Pasadena 8, Calif. 
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NOW IS THE TIME TO PLAN YOUR “GARDEN UNDER GLASS” 


NEW 


Coantloite 


MODEL GL-3 
One of the many sturdy, 
handsome EVERLITE 
Lean-To and Free-Standing 
Greenhouses that are 
available to complement 
the beauty of your 
home or garden... 

to provide completely 
maintenance-free service 
... to add lasting value 
to your property. 

From $187.50. 


Hundreds of discriminating owners from coast to coast enjoy the many exclusive 
features and the extra values that are engineered into EVERLITE Greenhouses, 
the nation’s first line of completely standardized, prefabricated aluminum 


curved-eave greenhouses. 


You, too, are invited to get the complete facts on EVERLITES . . . to 
evaluate their advanced design and construction, feature by feature. When 
you do, you'll select an EVERLITE, the most beautiful and practical greenhouse 


you can buy! 


EVERLITE MATCHED ACCESSORIES include a complete range of gas- and 


ojl-fired heating equipment, automatic vents and other equipment to assure an 


EVERLITE owner complete success. 


Write today for free literature and price list No. FG-655 


Aluminum Greenhouses, Due. 


14615 LORAIN AVENUE 


STRIKE BACK! 


® Give to 
AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY 


e CLEVELAND 11, OHIO 





easier spraying 
with in sn 


PLASTIC | 
/ my-ti-lite* 


\\ INDESTRUCTIBLE ; 


GARDEN SPRAYER 


; 
~\I \Z-~ fe ae 
LIGHT-WEIGHT 
NON-CORROSIVE 
UNBREAKABLE 


Will Not Rust—Dent—or Leak 
DURABLE. The tank of poly-ethylene plastic 
will not rot, rust, corrode, dent or break — 
even after years of use. Other components 
include brass dry-well, leather plunger, pat- 








ented check valve, 
and brass extension 
and nozzle. 

EASY OPERATION and 
feather light. Weighs 9 
pounds when full! Ten 
or so light pump 
strokes and you ,can 
spray for hours with 
easy finger-tip control. 
Perfect for the house- 
wife and garden club 
member. 


$12.95 


b @ company 
4725 Rising Sun Ave., Philadelphia 20, Pa. 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 











each individual plant have more to 
do with flower quality than the type 
of bud that is selected. 

To those gardeners who understand 
how flower buds develop there is no 
problem in obtaining exhibition-quality 
flowers. But there are many others 
who steer clear of standards because 
they don’t understand the procedure 
of bud selection. Obviously, nature 
never intended to have the chrysanthe- 
mum rely on a gardener with a sharp 
knife to prepare it for its autumn 
bloom, so there must be a down-to- 
earth explanation of the crysanthemum 
bud sequence. 

A few years ago it was discovered 
that the chrysanthemum was a short-day 
plant. In other words, its blooming 
was controlled by the number of hours 
of daylight it received. This made it 
possible to hasten or delay flowering 


| by artificial shading or lighting. Com- 
| mercial growers are now able to flower 


chrysanthemums every month of the 
year, using black cloth to reduce the 
daylight hours for those which should 
initiate terminal buds. Growers can 
delay flowering by using lights to 
lengthen the daylight period. 

Several of the larger commercial 
propagators of chrysanthemum cuttings 
have done considerable research in this 
field and they have classified most of 
the commonly grown varieties as 6-, 
7-, 8-, 9-, 10-, 11- or 12-week varieties. 
The number refers to the weeks of 


| shading required to produce flowers. 


The early varieties, such as SILVER 
SHEEN and Mrs. Kipper, fall in the 
6-week grouping, while the varieties 
which normally bloom in December 
are in the 12-week division. Although 
most amateur growers will probably 
not wish to become involved with 
lighting or shading plants, the clue to 
the mystery of bud development of the 
chrysanthemum lies in the response of 
the plant to the length of day. 

The break bud is no different than 
any crown bud which appears later on. 
If daylight conditions were right, the 
break bud would flower and produce 
the only flowering for the year, but of 


| course this is impractical because the 
| plant does not have sufficient strength 


to produce a good flower on a 12- to 
15-inch stem. Instead the break bud 
acts as a test bud. If conditions are 
not right for flowering of the test bud, 
vegetative grcwth continues instead. 
When the second test bud appears, 
conditions are more apt to be better 
for flowering, but if this occurs in 
early August, there is still lots of good 
growing weather ahead; so the bud, 
if not removed, will grow a little larger 
than the break bud, and then become 
hard and useless, while the shoots which 
have developed around it will soon 
grow high above it (note how this oc- 
curred in plant illustrated on page 45, 
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top center). If this crown bud or sec- 
ond test bud, as I prefer to call it, forms 
in late August, it will have more vigor 
than any previous bud. Sometimes 


only one new break will occur so that | 


the plant will have two growing shoots, 
one a crown bud and one a terminal 
bud. Since the two arms are relatively 
equal, they will divide the plant growth 
and produce one crown and one ter- 
minal flower (note how this occurred 
in plant pictured on page 45, bottom 
left). If more than one break occurs 
and none is removed, they will invari- 
ably choke off the nourishment for 
the crown bud. 

It is apparent that nature intended 
to have the terminal buds produce 
flowers and have the earlier buds serve 
merely as a test for suitable blooming 
conditions (note this effect in illustra- 
tion on page 45, top right). However, 


nature plays it safe by endowing the | 
test buds with the power to bloom | 
should the situation warrant it. A | 
spell of cool cloudy weather in Sep- 
tember will cause a second crown bud 
to develop to a flower without the 
formation of any terminal buds. Some- 


times both crown-type and terminal- 
type buds will be formed in the same 
bud cluster (see illustration on page 45, 
bottom center). In such a case, the 
day length required to produce ter- 
minal buds occurred at the same time 
that the plant produced a second or 
third test bud. 


The surest procedure for the ama- | 
teur grower to follow is to permit the | 
number of shoots he wishes to flower | 
to develop to a terminal bud cluster | 
and then remove all but the center bud. | 
The easiest way to remove side buds | 


is to roll them away from the stalk, 
using the thumb or index finger (see 
illustration on page 45, bottom right). 


This operation is best done when the | 


buds have developed very short indi- 
vidual stems and the buds no longer 
touch one another. The side buds will 
snap off easier in the morning when 
the plant contains more water. Now 
that the flowering of chrysanthemums 
is no longer a riddle, more and more 
gardeners should try growing the large- 
flowered exhibition chrysanthemums.¢ 
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PLANT THEM IN THE POT 


Just remove the transpar- 


ent bag that covers the pot. 
Plant the pot and all. In- 
structions with order. 


CIRCULAR TERRACED GARDEN 


Pat Pat 
2,651,143 Pending 
Large aluminum Pyramid. Six 
feet in diameter. Four terraces. 
Suggest planting 50 Red Rich® 
olants. (Instructions with order) 
Postpaid (Pyramid only) . $9.95 


Plant Patent No. 998 


Wishing you had a garden filled patch of 

Red Rich® everbearing strawberry plants? YOU 
CAN! And you’ll enjoy luscious Red Rich* 
strawberries yet this fall season. Potted some 
weeks ago — they are ready for you to plant 


right now. Order today. Use coupon below. 


PRICES ARE POSTPAID 
Potted Red Rich" 
24 plants 
96 plants 


12 plants 
48 plants 


The KRIDER NURSERIES, Inc., 110 Bristol St., Middlebury, Ind. 


The KRIDER NURSERIES, Inc. 
110 Bristol St., , IndiGina 


Please send me postpaid___ Potted Red Rich® Plants 
Please send me postpaid__Pyramids 
Send me your FREE catalog. 


4 
! 
it 
| 
| 
1 
l 
1 
1 
1 
! 
| 
I 
1 
1 
l 
| 
l 


Name 











——_——— = = a 








For GREENER Lawns 
BETTER Grourn 


> Soil- ITE 


SOIL-ITE is a balanced blend of plant food, 
trace minerals, and soil conditioners. 

SOIL-ITE will not burn or kill—but is designed 
for soils of this area—will foster growth in soils 
ranging from vn sand to heavy clay. 

I—SOIL-ITE is excellent for potted plants, roses, 
zinneas, etc. 

2—SOIL-ITE comes in 1—25—50—100 Ib. pack- 
ages. (Recommendation) 25 Ib. per 500 square feet. 

Mail orders on | tb. packages @ 80¢—box of 2 

postage prepaid. Cash or Money orders accepted. 


SOIL-ITE CHEMICAL CO., Box 93, Doylestown, Pa. 











COLCHICINE 


4 ) 

\ 

CS the MIRACLE DRUG 
T=) Va > Causes wondrous plant mutations 

a G— 

A sunple scientific chemical means of creat $ 00 

ing new forms in flowers all plants. Easy to POSTPAID 

use. Complete kit with instruction booklet NO C.0.D. 


ROMAINE B.WARE _ sox r, caney, orecon 


FREES stern’s 1955 
Fall Catalog 


New ideas for 
your garden 
SSTERN’S NURSERIES 


Geneva, N. Y. 





ORIENTAL POPPIES 


2 year old—True to Name 


ARTHUR CURTIS—Tal! red 
CARMEN—Dark Red.. 
CARNIVAL—-Two tone 
LACHS-KONIGEN—Late salmon 
M. J. MILLER—Early salmon.. 
NEW PERFECTION—Shel! pink 
ROSE BEAUTY—Cerise 

ROSE GLOW—Watermelon 
WATTEAU—Dwarf coral . 
WHITE SPLENDOR—White 


ALL 10 for $10.00 
postpaid 


Complete list of Oriental Poppies 
and Tree Peonies on request 


CURTIS GARDEN 


8810 Colerain Cincinnati 24, Ohio 








First and Finest DOUBLE PINK 


AFRICAN VIOLETS 


Lyon's Pink Cloud—gorgeous rich-pink blos- 
soms, fully double, good bloomer and finest 
double pink at any price.. only $2.50 

and “Pink Fringette’”’ beautiful pink- 
fringed single flowers .. only $2.50 


Orders $6 or over p.paid 
under add 50¢ 
safe arrival guaranteed 


ischer greenhouses 


DEPT. FG e LINWOOD, NEW JERSEY 


Lovely color catalogue free on request 
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New Books 


[FROM PAGE 8| and current data 
on bird watching. The text is illustrated 
with 180 photographs and drawings; there 
is a comprehensive bibliography. 

Dr. Wallace is well qualified to write 
about birds, having served as biologist with 
the Vermont Fish and Game Service; as 
director of the Pleasant Valley Bird and 
Wild Flower Sanctuary in Lenox, Massa- 
chusetts; and as game ecologist for the 
Michigan Department of Conservation. He 
is now professor of zoology at Michigan 
State College.—P.J.P. 


ALL ABOUT THE PERENNIAL 
GARDEN. Montague Free. 353 
pages. Illustrated. The American 
Garden Guild and Doubleday and 
Company, New York. $5.95. 


WHEN MONTAGUE FREE writes any 
gardening book it is good news, but 
when he writes on perennials, it’s some- 
thing to shout about! Mr. Free knows 
and loves perennials as do few present- 
day writers. It is a pleasure to read a 
book on the subject that is as basic 
and thorough as this. 

Not only are all major and minor 
perennials discussed in detail but also 
the shrubs, bulbs and annuals which 
can’t be ignored when gardening with 
perennials is undertaken. In addition, 
such subjects as soil preparation, garden 
design, bloom succession, maintenance, 
division and planting are treated. 

There is a generous appendix of com- 
plete plant lists covering such categories 
as shade, special soil conditions, color, 
fragrance, etc., prepared by H. E. 
Downer.—M.P.J. 


IMPROVING YOUR GARDEN: 
THROUGH SOIL MANAGE- 
MENT. Earl Downey. 256 pages. 
Profusely illustrated. $3.95. Crown 
Publishers, N.Y. 


THIS VOLUME contains a lot of sound ad- 
vice on the general principles involved in 
building soil up to a high and permanent 
state of fertility. While packed with de- 
tailed information concerning soil struc- 
ture, soil acidity and how to correct it, 
various fertilizers; etc., it is written in a 
simple style any beginner can follow. 
While he stresses the desirability of em- 
ploying organic materials to attain per- 
manent soil improvement, he also advo- 
cates the use of chemical fertilizers as val- 
uable aids in attaining the long-view goal 
of a permanently productive soil. 

In addition to this part of the text there 
are chapters which deal with the culture 
of such groups of plants as vegetables, 
garden flowers, roses, shrubs and the like. 
All in all, this is a book which either the 
beginner or experienced gardener can read 
with profit.—F.F.R. 





NEW BOOK TELLS AND SHOWS 


How your soil can 
produce prize-winning 
flowers & vegetables 


A home gardener’s dream come 
true. The only book that tells speci- 
fically how you can analyze and pre- 
pare your soil for every grass, flower, 
fruit, and shrub. Written by Ameri- 
ca’s outstanding soil expert, Earl 
Downey. Includes complete details 
of his famous Seed Starting and 
Plant Propagating methods for prize- 
winning vegetables and flowers. De- 
tailed soil characteristics for every 
part of the country. Over 150 step- 
by-step illustrations. Only $3.95, but— 
Send no money now. Pay only if 
delighted after 10-day examination. 
Otherwise, return book and owe nothing. 
Order from CROWN PUBLISHERS Dept. 
A65, 419 4th Ave., N. Y. 16. Save post- 
age by remitting now. 


IMPROVING YOUR GARDEN 
THROUGH SOIL MANAGEMENT 


by EARL DOWNEY 











‘WALDOR 


GREENHOUSES 


Since 1946— 
The BEST greenhouses available—ANYWHERE ! 


YEARS OF PLEASURE—and profit if you wish—with a 
superb greenhouse that is really inexpensive! Easily erect 
ed—easily extended—all styles and sizes—home and com 
A lovely and permanent improvement to 
No rot—no rust—no paint! 


Write for FREE illustrated Booklet 


WALDOR GREENHOUSES 


Dept. 1406 


mercial models 
the home grounds 


Salem, Mass. 


MINIATURE ROSES _ 


Grow 8” to 10” high, indoors and 
out. Perfect tiny blooms 30 to 45 
days. Plant anytime. Easy to care 
for. Hardy, well-rooted field grown 
plants. Patented Varieties. Red, 
Pink, White. 3 for $3.95 (one each 
color OR 3 of kind), 6 for $6.95 
Postpaid. Cultural directions with 
order. Write for free folder. 


JOHN THUMB, Dept. FG 
: Box 132, PORTLAND 7, ORE. 


Oa) WERBS & SPICES 








AT HOME ' 


Se MEN! WOMEN! Earn Spare Time $$ 
= Successful home grower tells you how 

. he started growing Herbs as hobby IN 

SMALL APARTMENT and developed 

a fine, nation-wide business Learn 
how to make 101 profitable items at home. 
BIG-PROFIT orders come from neighbors, 
stores, gift shops, many business firms LSO MAIL 
ORDERS. Millions of $$ worth used yearly in foods, 
drinks, cosmetics, perfumes, medicines, etc. EASY TO 
GROW indoors or out. Few plants in kitchen window sup- 
ply household needs. HERBS MULTIPLY RAPIDLY — 
half-dozen plants soon become hundreds. No big overhead. 
SEND NO MONEY. Instructions including PLANS FOR 
25 S TO MAKE MONEY AT HOME with Herbs AND 
G HERB PLANTS sent for no-risk examination 
details. WRITE NOW! WORLD OF HERBS, 

Calif 


Dept. 16, 6 S. Vermont, Los Angeles 5 
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Garden Events 


June 3, Medford, Ore.—Rose Show, 
Medford Rose Society, New 
Junior High School. 

June 4-5, Bellingham, Wash.—Iris 
Show, Mt. Baker Garden Club, 
Rome Grange Hall. 

June 4, Grants Pass, Ore.—Rose 
Show, Rogue Valley Rose Society, 
Elementary School. 

June 4, Indianapolis, Ind.—Illinois- 
Indiana District American Rose 
Society Meeting and Show. 

June 4-5, Kansas City, Mo.—Con- 
vention and Show, American 
Gloxinia Society, World War II 
Memorial Building. 

June 5, Columbus, Ohio—Buckeye 
District American Rose Society 
Meeting and Show, Park of Roses. 

June 5-11, Cincinnati, Ohio—Greater 
Cincinnati Garden Week, Ohio 
Assoc. of Garden Clubs and “Cin- 
cinnati Times Star.” 

June 6, Olympia, Wash.—Rose 
Show, Olympia Rose Society. 
June 9-10, Portland, Ore.—Rose 
Show, Portland Rose Society, 

Civic Auditorium. 

June 10, Akron, Ohio—Rose Show, 
The Goodyear Rose Club, Good- 
year Gym. 

June 10-12, Pittsburgh, Pa.—Penn- 
Jersey District American Rose 
Society, Meeting and Show. 

June 11-12, Eugene, Ore.—Rose 
Show, Eugene Rose _ Society, 
Eugene Garden Club House. 

June 13, Akron, Ohio—Rose Show, 
Akron Rose Society, Polsky’s Aud. 

June 16-17, Chicago, Ill.—Fifty- 
First Annual Exhibition, Ameri- 
can Peony Society, St. Paul Fed- 
eral Savings and Loan Assn. 

June 16-19, White Plains, N. Y.— 
First All-State Flower Show, 
Federated Garden Clubs of New 
York, County Center. 

June 18-19, Auburn, Wash.—Rose 
Show, Valley Rose Society. 

June 18-19, Bremerton, Wash.— 
Rose Show, Bremerton Rose So- 
ciety. 

June 18-19, Seattle, Wash.—Rose 
Show, Seattle Rose Society, West 
Seattle Field House. 

June 18-19, Spokane, Wash.—Rose 
Show, Spokane Rose Society. 
June 24-26, Claremont, Calif.— 
Shade Loving Garden and Plant 
Show, Pomona Valley Branch of 
the California National Fuchsia 

Society, Padua Hills Theatre. 

June 24, Tacoma, Wash.—Rose 
Show and District Convention of 
the American Rose Society, Ta- 
coma Rose Soc., Winthrop Hotel. 

June 25-26, Hollywood, Calif.— 
Gladiolus Show, Southern Cali- 
fornia Glad. Soc., Pulmer Park. 

June 25-26, Sacramento, Calif.— 
Gladiolus Show, Northern Cali- 
fornia Glad. Soc., Clunie Aud. 


Since dates are subject to change, we suggest 
you check with clubs and societies before trav- 
eling to out-of-town shows and meetings. 
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Ja bhe Gardenev whe fe cays 
ooo timd sfrrays .-.cmnd sfrrays 


You won’t really know what a beautiful healthy garden your spraying— 
fertilizing schedule can produce until you kill the insect pests in the soil. Just 
killing the bugs above ground is only doing half the job. A robust appearing bush 
doesn’t necessarily mean there are no bugs in the soil. It may mean only that 
| you are still winning the race—growing roots faster than the bugs can eat. A 
| sickly yellow-leaved plant is often a sure sign the soil pests are winning. 


Unfortunately, we don’t know any good substitute for spraying a complex 
mixture on the foliage many times during the Summer. There is no substitute 
either for a good fertilizing schedule which adds its bit to the “joy” of gardening. 


Fortunately, however, we know how to do a complete job on bugs in the 
ground. You can now—safely—easily—effectively—and inexpensively—kill the 
seen and unseen pests in the soil around your roses and other flowers, carrots and 
other vegetables, in fact, throughout your whole garden and yard. 


Fortunately, too with Fumi-Soil Capsules the bottom half of the job takes 
less than 15 seconds per bush once a year and costs only about four cents per bush. 








| Safe — The active ingredient, pure ethylene dibromide, is sealed in gelatin capsules. No 
fumes or liquids to harm your skin or delicate foliage. Recommended for use in preparing 
planting beds and with mature established bushes. (Contains no diluents of questionable 
toxicity to plant roots.) 


Effective — The pure ethylene dibromide is automatically released from the capsule in the 
soil and ruthlessly searches through the soil around the roots to kill nematodes, grubs, 
wireworms, ants, garden centipedes, sowbugs, and landcrabs. Ethylene dibromide is used 
and recommended by many commercial flower and truck gardeners. 


Easy to Use — Nothing to mix — nothing to wash out — no special precautions. For estab- 
Tished beds, just poke a hole about 5 inches deep and 7 inches away from the center of 
the bush. Then drop in one capsule and kick the hole shut. When preparing new planting 
beds, bury capsule 5 inches deep on 15 inch centers. 


When to Use —Now while the soil is in good tilth is a fine time to fumigate with Fumi-Soil 
Capsules. Annual treatment is recommended to kill the reinfestation brought by new plants, 
birds and flying insects, drainage of water from higher ground and other insidious sources. 


Inexpensive — One capsule kills the bugs in about 2 cubic feet of soil and is enough for 
the average size bush or about 1.5 square feet. Twenty-four capsules cost less than 6 cents 
each. Cost even less in 100 and 200 size packages. 


For less than 15 seconds time per bush 
| you can enjoy better healthier rose bushes. 
| You be the judge. If you’re not convinced 

by the end of the season, we'll give you 
| your money back. 

Fumi-Soil Capsules are effective wher- 

ever soil pests are found—in your vegeta- 
| ble garden, annual flower bed, and with 
| your other ornamentals and in your pot- 
ting soil. The 200 size package is just right 
for the average yard. 

PLus FEATURE—Fumi-Soil Capsules 
control moles by killing their food. 


Complete directions in every package. 
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Agricultural Division, FG1, Sherman Laboratories § 
14600 E. Jefferson — Detroit 15, Michigan 1 


Rush following Fumi-Soil Capsules 


Parcel Post Prepaid 
m/o or check enclosed $ 
C.O.D. Parcel Post Collect 


No. of Pkgs. Pkg. Size Price Each 


24 $1.45 
100 3.95 
6.95 





THE GREEN BORDER SHOWS THE SIZE Name 


AND COLOR OF FUMI-SOIL CAPSULES 


| SHERMAN LABORATORIES, Agricultural Division, 
exclusive licensee under United States patent 
# 2,543,580 for Fumi-Soil Capsules 
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June and a garden on a hilltop 


UR WEST VIRGINIA HILLTOP is a 
QO gardener’s reward in June. Over- 

night Oriental poppies burst into 
flamboyant color, early peonies are 
pompons of bloom, day-lilies and irises 
stage a magnificent show, and bees are 
everywhere. Our birds are waiting to 
swoop down on the first strawberry that 
shows a blush of red. Underfoot, grass 
grows with more enthusiasm than 
George has for cutting it (George is 
my gardening husband). Indoors in the 
medicine cabinet cold remedies have 
been replaced by poison ivy and sun- 
burn lotions and bottles labeled: “For 
aching muscles and stiff backs.” Dinner 
is delayed until dusk makes garden 
work impossible. Summer is here! 

To my mind the first two weeks of 
June are the gardener’s heaven. By 
then the heavy vegetable and flower- 
garden work has been. done, early veg- 
etables are coming on, and the flower 


by MARTHA PRATT HAISLIP 


borders are at their peak of glory. The 
insects have not yet arrived in full 
force, no drought has set in, and the 
sky is as blue as a forget-me-not. 
Already I am hoarse from vocal ad- 
miration of George’s first “mess” of 
peas. I’ve enjoyed the ruby-red VALEN- 
TINE rhubarb, thick spears of asparagus 
and have eaten bushels of SALAD BOWL 
lettuce and spring onions. In apprecia- 
tion of my enthusiasm for his accom- 
plishments in the vegetable garden, 
George has joined me in extolling the 
wonders of the SPOTLIGHT strain of 
day-lilies set out last fall and is already 
entertaining ideas about possessing a 
few of Russell’s PAINTED Lapy clan. 
“One thing about day-lilies,” ob- 
serves George, “you don’t have to do 
much to them to have lots of colorful 
flowers.” I agree as we admire such 
well-loved varieties as HYPERION, TAJ- 
MAHAL and the pink FRANCES HANNAY. 


The lemon, lime and gold ones are 
lovely with. spiky white veronica and 
blue delphinium against the dark fol- 
iage of lilac in the background. Also 
lovely against the rich lilac leaves are 
the shining blooms of such red and 
purples as FLAMING SworD, GREAT 
MoMENTS, PURPLE WATERS and other 
jewel-colored flowers. 


Catalog’s Promise 


In June our irises are as colorful as 
the catalogs predicted. Two long iris 
strips and many accenting varieties in 
the borders are now in full bloom. 
Each opening flower gives us a thrill. 
We can hardly wait to see if Casa 
Morena, for example, is as colorful 
as its photograph. (It is.) And the 
new (for us) BRYCE CANYON, SOLID 
MAHOGANY, FIRECRACKER and _ Bur- 
MESE RUBY are as imposing as adver- 





*Cures or preventive meas- 
ures for control of virus 
diseases are not claimed as 
no cure is possible today. 


IMPROVED! ACTS EXTRA FAST IN 
SPRAYING LAWN WEEDS AWAY! 


Now it’s easier than ever to have a beautiful weed-free 


lawn. 


New formula End-o-Weed goes to work faster, mak- 
ing it extra effective and extra sure. Destroys over 100 
different kinds of lawn weeds, including DANDELION, 
PLANTAIN, and RAGWEED. 8-oz. can treats 1600 sq. ft. 
of lawn area. Get it now! 


New End-o-Pest Rose Dust controls more 
rose pests and diseases* than any dust or 
liquid ever offered. Controls not only all com- 
mon pests, but also those that are resistant 
to other insecticides or fungicides such as red 


spider and powdery mildew. 


End-o-Pest 


Rose Dust is available in handy, refillable 
dust gun container or 3-lb. canisters. 


OF GARDENING AIDS 








In addition, there are 
other Vigoro gardening 
aids made to control speci- 
fic pest and weed condi- 
tions in your area. 
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tised. George likes the rich tones of 
these while I prefer such pastels as 
CHANTILLY, the pale blue DisTANCE, 
PINK CAMEO, and the incomparable 
GUDRUN and SNow FLurRy. George, 
an avid catalog reader, always men- 
tions casually on these inspections that 
it would be nice to have a few really 
new ones—say, BLUMOHR, INCA CHIEF 
or possibly TRULY Yours. Hastily I 
suggest that there are still many fine 
ones we don’t possess on the “100 Fay- 
orite Iris” list. 


““He” Iris “‘She’’ Rose 


This garden inspection is one of the 
joys of summer. Each morning George 
and I hurry outdoors to see what has 
come into bloom overnight. Our home 
grounds are small enough for us to 
know every tree, shrub, vine and plant 
intimately. Since we consider each 
as a close friend we refer to them as 
“he” or “she.” Roses and small deli- 
cate flowers are “she” while robust and 
brightly colored blooms are “he.” For 
example, George will say, “That SABLE 
iris is nice with HARISON’s YELLOW 
rose, isn’t he? That clump of NEw 
SNOw looks well in contrast to the red 
MIKADO peony, doesn’t she?” And, 
“Oh man! Isn’t that a gorgeous peony. 


Look at what a tremendous whopper 
he is.” 

“George,” I correct, “that isn’t a 
‘he.’ That is Haze. KINNEY.” 

“Should have named her Mae West 
then,” returns George. 

As I look at the borders now a 
blaze of color, I am aware of the hours 
that George has spent digging holes, 


setting out, fertilizing and spraying 
plants as well as joining me in the 
morning tour of admiration, when his 
heart really was in the row of WANDO 
peas or midget watermelons. And re- 
membering, too, the several loads of 
well-rotted cow manure George gave 
me as an Easter gift, I resolve to make 
him a luscious shortcake with the first 
Rep RICH strawberries and to take on 


the messy job of squirting oil in the 
sweet corn ears to kill the borers. 


‘Amazing New All-purpose. .”” 


But in spite of this joyful period of 
seeing the fruits of our labor in both 
flower and vegetable gardens, in mid- 
June we suddenly hear the “droning 
flight” of the Japanese beetle, the 
thump of the June bugs against the 
screens at night and witness the arrival 
of swarms of insects, worms and stray 
dogs. Plant diseases firmly kept down 
until now rear their loathsome heads 
and out come sprays, dusts and poison 
bait. And out goes the new summer 
hat I’ve been longing for. Again the 
tool “house is cluttered with “amazing 
new all-purpose” dusts and sprays added 
to last season’s “amazing new all-pur- 
pose” ones. This year a new all-pur- 
pose dust will do the trick. 


Knee Action 


As June advances we no longer sit 
on the terrace and enjoy the night air 
perfumed with the scent of flowers. 
Either George is running the power 
mower or I am down on my knees 
searching for the tiny bolt or screw 
that dropped off the motor, or clipping 





iT’S DOUBLE-ACTING! 


Instant 





VIGORO 


WATER SOLUBLE 


PLANT FOOD 


@ Scientists in Swift’s Plant Food Research Labo- 
ratory have developed a new, water soluble plant 
food that works amazingly fast and is DOUBLE 
ACTING! Part of its rich nutrient diet enters the 
plant through the leaf area and the balance of the 
nutrients enter through the roots. 

Instant Vigoro complete plant food is a water 
soluble product. It helps keep lawns deep green 
and luxuriant throughout the season, keeps flow- 
exs in fine bloom, is excellent for vegetables that 
need quick growth to be their best, and has proved 
to be the ideal plant food for use on house plants. 

You’ll find it easy to apply with a sprinkling can 
or one of the many new, inexpensive attachments 
your dealer has that permit feeding while you 
water your lawn, garden, and house plants. In a 
matter of hours the plants are benefited, because 
Instant Vigoro is a real square meal for plant 
life... DOUBLE ACTING. Get it at your dealer’s. 


Vigoro is a registered trade-mark of Swift & Company. 
Copyright 1955, Swift & Company 


tlo 


Saye 


FEEDS THROUGH ROOTS 
= J \ 
JUST MIX 


WITH WATER 
AND APPLY 


New Golden Vigoro Lawn Food ... Mode a 
new, patented way* so it WON'T BURN GRASS 
when used in recommended amounts. One 


*Pat. Nos. 2618546, 2618547 
YOUR BEST BUYS IN GARDENING SUPPLIES —THE 
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ANOTHER EXTRA FOR 
FLOWER GROWER READERS! 


This month, you found an important new section 
in Flower Grower—The Home Garden Guide to 
the Iris. 


Ge 


Previously, The Home Garden Guide was pub- 
lished as a separate quarterly magazine, but effec- 
tive with June it has been merged with Flower 
Grower as a regular “magazine-within-a-maga- 
zine” to appear four times a year. 


mal HOME GARDEN GUIDE: 


In September: The Home Garden Guide to Fall 
Gardening. All about the plants to start in Fall. 
. Shrubs . . . Bulbs in a Model Bulb Garden 
. a picture-story excerpt from a new book on 
garden design, showing before-and-after land- 
scape plans . . . Plus dozens of pointers with 
regional emphasis on Fall jobs. 


AND LOOK FOR OTHER GUIDES 
ON THESE SUBJECTS: 


GQaaaeé 


GGGqaaaeé 


Ww The Home Garden Guide to House Plants and 
W 


Flower Arrangements 
The Home Garden Guide to Roses 
The Home Garden Guide to Garden site 


The Home Garden Guide is just one of the bonus 
features that make Flower Grower the favorite 
home garden magazine in the nation. Our staff 
each month brings you the latest news of garden- 
ing, the best advice for better, more beautiful 
gardens, the best photos, drawings and how-to-do- 
it diagrams available. 


GGeaaeaeé 


FLOWER GROWER, The Home Garden Magazine 
ALBANY, 1, N. Y. 


around the shrubbery with my Christ- 
mas gift kneepads strapped on tightly. 
(Would that some enterprising manu- 
facturer would insert springs which 
would return the wearer to an erect 
position after kneeling!) Sometimes on 
a balmy June evening, it’s “just a few 
minutes’ weeding in the strawberry 
bed before the weed killer goes on” 
(to quote George’s wheedling in- 
vitation) or tying scarecrows above the 
raspberries. 

Cherries make nice eating for the 





























The Plant Patent Act 


¢ Twenty-five years ago on May 23, 
1930, the Plant Patent Act was es- 
tablished. This Act provides that 
any person who invents or discovers 
a new and distinct variety of plant 
shall be able to obtain a patent on 
it, giving him exclusive right to 
propagate the plant by asexual 
reproduction; that is, by grafting, 
budding, cuttings, layering, division 
and so forth, but not by seeds. 

Before passage of this Act, Luther 
Burbank, the noted plant breeder, 
was unable to protect his new plants 
and reap the financial rewards that 
should have been his. There was at 
that time, however, a Patent Act 
protecting devices, and Burbank’s 
friend, Thomas A. Edison, was 
granted many patents for his in- 
ventions. 

The first plant to be granted a 
patent was the climbing rose, THE 
New Dawn. Only 1,241 _ plant 
patents have been granted as of 
January 12, 1954. To stimulate in- 
terest in the discovery and develop- 
ment of new varieties of plants, 
the United States Patent Office 
presented an exhibit on plant patents 
in the National Capital Flower and 
Garden Show, held last March. 


STAR ROSES (CONARD-PYLE) 


At the exhibit a ceremony was 
made of the issuing of a plant 
patent to the newest patented rose, 
Love SONG, originated by Mrs. 
Gladys Fisher. In the photograph 
above, Mrs. Fisher presents a huge 
bouquet of blooms of the new 
variety to Mr. Arthur W. Crocker, 
Assistant Commissioner of Patents. 











FLOWER GROWER 





Rotary Mower is 

only one of 21 tools 

5-HP Gravely Tractor does every lawn, 

garden, field job easier, better! All-gear Drive, 

Power Reverse. New ‘‘Power vs Drudgery’’ 

Booklet FREE! Write today... and ask about 
the NEW EASY PAY PLAN. 


(Self Starter Optional Equipment) 


‘GRAVELY: 


BOX 616 DUNBAR, W. VA 


GREENHOUSE BUGS? 
Kill Easily 


with 
M7 S-M-O-K-E 


in the Fulex Parathion Fumigator 


of these ay fumi- 
size greenhous 
3,000 greenhouse 
both hobbyist and commercial, 
orchids, African violets, and other 
greenho yuse ornamentals 


Simply oo with sparkler 
Dept. FGS 
WOBURN, MASS. 





Use one or more 
tors for any 
Ni yw used by more 
a ws, 


= oo Free 
FULLER SYSTEM, INC. + 


literature, prices write 


Evergreen Seedlings — Transplants. 
Fruit and Shade Trees — Shrubs and 
Rhododendrons 


Free Christmas Tree Growers’ Guide 


MUSSER Forests, 


Indiana, Pa. 


’ 

PINK di \s 
Daffodils 95: 
BLO OOMING SIZE 

Never before sold at so 
galow a price. 2 blooming 
 % Size Pink Daffodil Bulbs 

@for only 25c postpaid. 

Supply limited.Order now 

for September shipment. 


BURGESS SEED & PLANT CO. 
529-P. nnn Mich. 





New Flowers 
Illustrated 


Unusual Flowers from Far Places, illustrated 
and interestingly described. Catalog of Seeds- 
Bulbs-Plants, on request, Dept. Z. Visitors 


welcome at Nursery. 
MOORESTOWN 


PEARCE SEED CO. ‘New jersey 
Comps) GRO-Gi2i 


Congeenne ma . a 


On sale at drug, grocery, & variety stores. 
SAMPLE BOTTLE. Send 10c for ‘ou _> 


'H. D. CAMPBELL CO., Rochelle, Ill. D. 'H. D. CAMPBELL CO., Rochelle, Ill. CO., Rochelle, Ill. 
° Stassen is — ae 
. ° Fancy 


 CALADIUM 3 for $1.00 


Magnificent showy varie- 10 for $3.00 
gated leaves, all summer 25 for $7.00 
and fall. Post Paid 


STASSEN Fioral Gardens Inc., Dept. 18, 
Roslyn Heights, N. Y. 











SUPER-FINE 
MIXTURE 


JUNE 1955 








birds but never enough for a single pie 
for George. June, too, is the month 
to divide primulas, sow seeds of del- 
phinium and pinks, set out marigolds 
and zinnias for late blooms. But it is 
fun to do these tasks leisurely, stopping 
often to look 
blue hills, listen to wrens scolding in 
the apple tree, play with the newest 
crop of kittens or just sit and absorb 
summer. 


Why Gardening? 


George and I often discuss our rea- 
sons for gardening. “Creates some- 
thing,” we say. “Gives us lots of fresh 
vegetables at small cost (?).” 

“Is reducing,” I say. 

“Doubtful,” says George, 
my plate of food after a hard day in 
the garden, “but it is more interesting 
than golf or bridge.” As one writer 
puts it, “Gardening, from beginning 
to end, is a series of triumphs over the 
impossible.” And not the least of joy 


looking at 


| in these triumphs is George's pride in 


growing the best tomatoes in our hill- 


| top community. 





Flower Grower’s 
Garden Travel 
Photography Contest 


@ Gardeners are always traveling. 
and flowers and gardens are their 
favorite photographic subjects. To 
encourage high quality in pictures of 
this kind, FLowerR GRowER is spon- 
soring a contest for photos taken by 
amateurs on garden trips in the 
spring and summer of 1955. 

AWARDS will be made in two 
categories: photographs taken in the 
U.S. and on trips abroad. Prizes 
(the same in each category) will be: 

First Prize: $25 in cash and a 
copy of A Treasury of American 
Gardening. 

Honorable mentions: 5 awards of 
l-year subscriptions to FLOWER 
GROWER, plus A Treasury of Ameri- 
can Gardening. 

To qualify, photographs must be 
taken on U.S. or European garden 
tours, on individual trips, or on 
visits to scenic spots or gardens, 
such as group pilgrimages to Colo- 
nial Williamsburg. 

This contest is predominantly for 
black and white photographs, but 
outstanding color shots will be con- 
sidered. 

The contest closes at midnight, 
September 1, 1955. Announcement 
of the winners will be made in the 
November issue of FLOWER 
GROWER. 


Address all entries to: 

Photo Contest Department, Flower 
Grower Magazine, 2049 Grand Cen- 
tral Terminal, New York 17, N. Y. 











at the sky and the far | 


VERY SPECIAL 


Purple flowering Cattleyas. $7.95 postpaid. 
Cash with order, please. Cultural instrue- 
tions furnished. These are nice plants and 
make wonderful gifts. 


MARGARET ILGENFRITZ 


Monroe Dept. A Michigan 


KEEP YOUR JIG-SAW 
HUMMING 


MAKE FAST SELtine 
LAWN FIGURES 
USE LIFE-SIZE PATTERNS. PAINT 
be) IN EXACT COLORS AND SHADES 
|) PATTERNS FOR BOTH BIRDS 25c 
[| FORMULA FOR MIXING FLAMINGO 
PINK INCLUDED FREE 229 PIC 
TURES OF THINGS TO MAKE FOR 
FUN AND PROPFTT ORIGINAL OE 
SIGNS BY RUTH WYETH SPEARS. £2 
s, Box F, Bevrono, Huts 


= STIM- -U-PLANT 
TaAFRICAN FOOD 


VIOLET 
MAKES AFRICAN VIOLETS BLOOM 
BRILLIANTLY. SEND 10¢ FOR GENEROUS 
TRIAL PACKAGE PLUS “CARE AND 
GROWING BOOKLET” TO: 


STIM-U-PLANT Laboralories 


BOX 1955 COLUMBUS 16, OHIO 


3 
\ | o 


a (4. 
A Cy rd 


Worksnor Pattern 


~~ 
AFRICAN VIOLET 
Tateys 





WHEN ORDERING 
BY MAIL 


follow these simple suggestions 


1. Replying to advertisements, 
print your name and address, 
city and state clearly. This 
will mean better service to 
you. 


2. Be sure the name and address 
and department number of 
the company you are writing 
to is clear and legible. 


3. Enclose all of your requests 
and money for offers of the 
same company inone envelope. 


These easy rules will assure you 
prompt service. 


FLOWER GROWER Magazine 











10: 








J J \\\ |Here’s a weed 
an 
you can eat 






















"Mow ALL" the grass and weeds with MIOZALZL J. 
Get Going to Better Mowing on hard to mow ‘ 
lawns, ditches, rough fence rows, unsightly | 
weed patches with little effort - maximum 
safety. Try AJOZALL ot your 


hardware or implement dealers 





OST OF US are familiar with 
M Portulaca grandiflora, some- 
times known as rose-moss, and 

, the patches of red, yellow, pink, orange 
or write for free informa-. },)) or white flowers it produces all sum- 
tion to: yi dapat upniuianlbinh SUI a Bt gS a mer in the hottest and driest places and 
peas WIND-KING ELECTRIC Hy Ria: —I CO., MERRILL IOWA under the most trying circumstances. 
— — This same quality of perseverance 

exists in a near relative of portulaca, 


Introducing Wettie WetDrop Y ig | purslane (P. oleracea), usually con- 

ar sidered a weed in the United States. It 

NO MORE DRIED UP Lawns - Flowers - Gardens has juicy red stems and bronze-green 
CB: FORGET WATER SHORTAGES 
U 








Y 2 leaves which form a flat rosette. 
Keep your lawn green with little or no Instead of being tolerated only as a 
watering. Protect valuable shrubs from AE ger iak Be on m - , 
summer drought. Treat your garden with ws pesty weed, purslane could be one of 
the new Aqua-Gro. the most delicate and appreciated vege- 
Par Sag ew Agee Se 4 * i? tables your garden produces. For you 
¢ thj/* ad _ 


aoe & Semen ~he do not have to sow and cultivate it. It 
Amazing new Aqua-Gro helps your garden store up moisture for 








i use in dry spells. You can actually see water soak into soil. just grows of its own accord, as a 
Lawns, flowers, vegetables all grow faster, stay greener, when _ P . : % 
wna treated with Aqua-Gro. aw TREAT YOUR weed. In Europe it is considered one 
POTTED PLANTS DRAMATIZE VALUE ENTIRE GARDEN of the most wholesome and delicious 
Of AQUA-GRO IN EVERY GARDEN WITH AQUA-GRO of green vegetables. There it is grown 
In pots treated with Aqua-Gro, water Is absorbed. @ ese water run-off under glass in midwinter, in hotbeds 
> y 7 uch water, | ° . . . 
eised aaa oon a ay without watering, @ Less evaperation and coldframes in spring, and in garden 
if treated with Aqua-Gro. @ Saves Water beds in summer. It is even preserved 
AT GARDEN SUPPLY DEALERS EVERYWHERE @ Prevents Erosion 











CONTROLS PRACTICALLY 
ALL GARDEN INSECTS 


DUST or SPRAY—exclusive new MELVIN E. WYANT MULTI- 
DUST! It is the most potent insect and disease controller 
available and yet will not harm foliage or blossoms. MULTI- 
DUST contains Malathion for general insects, Captan for 
blackspot and other plant diseases, and Mildex for mildew. 


Order today and enjoy the full beauty of 
your roses and other flowers! 


4 Ibs. (for 25- 35 roses)—$ 3.40 + 0.44 mail chg. 


10 Ibs. (for 50- 75 roses)— 8.25 + 0.75 mail chg. 
25 Ibs. (for 150-200 roses)— 20.00 + 1.52 mail cha. 


WYANT DUST GUNS are fast and easy to use. Puts the 
dust on the underside of leaves where the insects are 





ALLIANORA ROSSE 





ns hae SEEDINGS OF PURSLANE took like 
, this. fou’ n whole colonies 0o 
_ } = 430 t 395 mail 4 them when you weed the vegetable garden. 





MELVIN E. WYANT Rose Specialist 


200 Johnny Cake Ridge Rd., Mentor, Ohio 


[IFETIME PLASTIC MARKERS 


Made of durable, heavy gauge, molded white plastic. Guaranteed to with- 
stand all kinds of weather. Permanent, will not rot, curl, or mildew. Write 
on with ordinary pencil. Easy to read. Writing will be legible for many 
seasons. 


LIFETIME MARKERS may be easily bent. Dip in boiling water for a few sec- 
onds until pliable. Then bend to angle desired. 














10 25 50 100 
H. 24." x 8” Tee Stake......... $1.00 $1.75 $3.00 $5.00 
3. 3” ag a yo _ ae 3.00 5.40 9.00 . 
TTT Te ETM Dept tk 10542 Lenark, CUT BRANCH TIPS ready to be popped 
Detroit 24, Michigan into boiling water for a few minutes be- 











fore serving. Note inconspicuous flower. 
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EVERGREEN in dark green glass bottles as an early- 
winter delicacy. 


ENGLISH IVY When I harvest purslane, I cut 3- or 


100 JnooTeO 2 oeyR Sg 4-inch tips from each stem, throwing 
126 150° Ore Co TOF 8.00 away the rest of the plant with other 

or 1. or or 8. Ae. ; tae ae : . t 
250 for 19.00 500 for 36.00 1000 for 67.50 $ | Weeds. Or I leave enough plants to | 


Buy with Confidence Direct From the Gr 
Plants Freshly Dug and Promptly Mailed Pos — ell 
Compare our Money Saving Prices. Order by mail 
or telephone EATONTOWN 3-0718. Please send 
check or money — Be C.0.D. No stamps, please. 
Mail orders everywh 


= EE ‘itLUStRatED CATALOG 


YANKEE CLIPPER 


GRASS and small WEED CUTTER 














Trims what the lawn mower 
\ misses olong walls, around 
bushes ond in smell speces 
FASTER ond EASIER 
¥ than grass sheors, ond used 
? STANDING 
Weighs under Ys pound 
USES 
OLD RAZOR BLADES 
that cut up like a scythe. 





listing » vic varieties of colorful PEREN- Blades easily chonged 
NIALS, FLOWERING SHRUBS, FLOWERING VINES, by removing one 
EVERG REENS ERGREEN GROUND COVERS, 7 
ROSES, now be in a earefully cultivated in our own WING NU 
nursery. 


15th YEAR OF DEPENDABLE SERVICE 
BONGARZONE BROS. NURSERY 


Dept. L, EATONTOWN, N. J. 
anne Wayside Road just off Tinton Ave. ~nnnaA 














$2. postpaid in U. S. 
with now blades and blade cover. Right handed —left if on 


A. W. Reynolds, Newtown, Conn. 














LIFE-SAVERS FOR LAWNS 


Moles ruin your lawn, uproot costly 
bulbs, damage plant roots and demol- 

ish seed beds. Don’t tolerate them .. . 
Just drop a few MOLE-NOTS in MOLE 
runways . . . MOLES consume them 
and die. Sold by your local dealer 


an Ries SU see On tuna Uden 
“THEIR SR NNRIRC 
eS Only 35, 


Economy size 
$1.00 


NOTT MANUFACTURING CO., INC. 








PURSLANE OR PUSLEY, sometimes also PRIMROSES, PANSIES, 
known as kitchen-garden portulaca. In- HARDY CYCLAMEN, HELLEBORUS 


stead of cursing as weeds, eat and enjoy! 
7 . ent Plants — Seeds 


Send for free catalog in color. 

form a row in the vegetable garden Box 440-F 
| so that harvests can be made for weeks “The Clackamas, Oregon 
in succession. 

It is easily prepared for dinner. | 
wash and boil it with a little water 











MT. VERNON, N. Y. %eeent 
— | and salt for a few minutes, then drain TAKE THE WORK OUT OF 


SPRINKLING 


SEE THE LAWN MASTER 
AD ON PAGE 22 





and serve. As with other vegetables, 
it is best to pick the stems just before 
dinner. 


SOLUBLE PLANT aCe. comme —S Heena Roses 


Simply duit ond water all your a 
plonts, garden flowers, vegetables, shrubs 
ond lawn. Feeds instantly. 1f dealer con't } 2 











supply send $1 for! Ib. Makes 100 Gols. 


Ni FRE || CALIFORNIA 
C GARDEN BOOK 
© Pictorial round-up of latest, smartest ideas in 
garden arrangement and structures, by famous 
California landscape architects. Dramatic new 
Gh planters, terraces, fences, arbors, shelters. 


Gy Write for Garden Book, California Redwood 
eM Assn., 576 Sacramento St., San Francisco 11. 


HYBRID cf ceannal BOTANIC CARDEN 
RHODODENDRONS AND HOLLY | 





Fsuerman ie pee 


Better, Faster, Easier! Just ride 
along on this deluxe Rotary Lawn aaa 


wer a, 
ROTARY TILLERS > 
TRACTORS from 

Shipping Points 69 
BALTO., CHICAGO, RENO 
Free Catalog Write 
ESHLEMANCO. Dept.M-176 
109 Light St., Balto. 2, Md. 


SURE "Raven Kn, 
GREEN THUMB 
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True hybrid plants on their own roots—not seedlings— @ Kanachi Yashirod: ‘igh f 
fri ' 2 t d anacniro ashiroda, right, oO 
scone Hom we cet 2 ents Me Mantle || Tonnhe tepaae i otsenied’ the || GROW Flowers ond Crops You Will Be Proed Of 
4 Rhododendron 99.00 Second Forsythia Award by Brook- eS Se 
6 a a em eit lyn Botanic Garden trustee, Robert READ 
ants snippe VU.v. + + . . | 
E. Blum. Seated are Mrs. William 
BUCKINGHAM NURSERY, BUCKINGHAM, PA. — ve Gover A Phan . FR E E 
; : eT Avery, Director of the Garden. 
ts ad ——=Ne- tincemeal The award was given in recogni- .-.if you own 
— Added tion of Yashiroda’s horticul- a little land! 
: e tural work and its world role in (25¢ to others) 
Orchid<¥" VWITAPONEX . furthering brotherhood, unity and ILLUSTRATED 
TAP ORE : ORCHID SPECIAL FORMULA understanding among men. Mr. 
DE wsqa naa 6 emnenekhh Yashiroda is an authority on the art Tells how yareae 
eae en ie artis 3 of bonsai (Japanese dwarfed: trees) have Fertile, Prolific Seed Beds, 
“Orchid Food BOX 127, BOYNTON BEACH, FLORIDA and is the operator and owner of The Secret Of AMG Green Thumbs. 
Me the Acclimatization Garden, known <9 a naljpeapetecc ge egg — 
Keep 25 colonies in back to plantsmen everywhere. In this eto INC, | N.Y 
BEES yard of on flat roof in spare garden, located in Tonosho in south- | | me - as pie : ni 4 ie 
small investment, big prot- ern Japan, Mr. Yashiroda tries out me "A GREEN THUMB” — 
ps, Nove greatly, ecweees Sen, ae Sanaa fruit-bearing and ornamental plants _ 
praal Oulipanemt,  bockat Ges Giver anon iam from all over the world, searching Name 
ee See eee for those that may be useful for 
WALTER T. KELLEY CO. growing in Japan. Address 
DEPT. E., CLARKSON, KENTUCKY City Co. Stote 

















JUNE 1955 105 














Carpet your garden 


with colorful violas 


by DOROTHY HOLLAND 


[OLAS MAKE COLORFUL Carpet 

\) plants grown at the base of spring- 

flowering shrubs, such as lilacs 
and flowering quince, and among 
spring-flowering bulbs, such as tulips 
and daffodils, where their contrasting 
colors and delicate foliage provide a 
startling garden picture. 

They may, of course, be effectively 
employed in a flower border or a rock 
garden but they are ideal as carpet 
plants, for their shallow roots do not 
steal moisture or nutrients from the 
plants among which they grow. 

We are told that as a group the 
genus, viola, which botanically includes 
pansies and the violets and violas re- 
ferred to here, grows-best in the shade. 
I have found, however, that they do 
well in locations where they get only 
an hour or two of shade each day if a 
light mulch of peatmoss or grass clip- 
pings, for example, is placed around 
them. The mulch retains necessary 
moisture in the soil, and weeds, with 
which most of them cannot compete, 
are eliminated by it. 

The violas prefer cool weather so 
make their best flower displays in 
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spring and fall, but may not survive 
the summer heat. Most of them re- 
deem themselves, however, by self-sow- 
ing, and even though the “mother” 
plants may vanish in summer, seedlings 
will appear in fall to flower again and 
live over for another spring display. 
In this way, most violas perpetuate 
themselves in even the hottest of hot- 
weather gardens. 

Most of the violas are grown easily 
from seed. You may start them indoors 
in March and move the seedlings to 
the garden as soon as the soil can 
be worked. You can also sow them 
outdoors anytime until September, 
but, if your summers are hot, late sow- 
ing would be preferred. An ordinary 
seeding mixture is satisfactory, and 
there are no special requirements for 
getting them off to a good start. 

The young plants, with about four 
true leaves, can be transplanted into 
2-inch paper pots or whatever you ordi- 
narily provide for seedlings. They re- 
quire only one transplanting before 
they are set in the garden. It is a good 
idea not to expose the new plants to 
direct sun because they wilt very easily. 


WAYSIDE GARDENS 


VIOLAS can be employed effectively for casual arrangements about your house. 


After they are established for a week 
or two in the garden, water them with a 
light solution of soluble plant food. 

Naturally, when you set your seed- 
lings in the garden, you will water them 
well, but take care that you don’t plant 
the seedlings too deep. Violas just 
don’t like to be half buried in soil. Any 
well-worked garden soil will do and, 
of course, moisture-retentive, organic 
soils are best. 

The Imp violas or pixie pansies of 
old gardens are also known as hearts- 
ease. Horticulturally they are Viola 
tricolor horiensis. They are supposed to 
be perennial but in my New England 
garden are quite likely to behave like 
biennials. After they bloom, they 
should be allowed to form seed and are 
then cut down or pulled up and dis- 
carded. The next season, seedlings 
will appear, often in another part of 
the garden. They transplant easily, and 
it is like finding treasure when with a 
trowel and basket you go about the 
garden collecting them. Often, enough 
plants for a carpet planting among 
bulbs may be found. They never wilt, 
and they lift their sunny faces as hap- 
pily in one section of the garden as 
another. It is nice to add a little fer- 
tilizer once a year and some well- 
rotted manure when possible. A soil 
that will grow giant pansies will give 
you plenty of flowers on any of the 
violas. 

BLack Imp has tiny blossoms that 
look as if they were cut from black 
or very dark purple velvet. They are 
lovely planted near daffodils or dwarf 
yellow iris. CLirF IMP is another viola 
that blooms with daffodils and also 
Arabis alpina. The little blossoms come 
in a medley of colors: lemon yellow, 
lavender, rosy-mauve, lilac, gold and 
deep violet. It is one of the first flowers 
to bloom in the spring. 

Beside the Imps there are the lovely 
V. papilionacea, butterfly violets, which 
are hardy perennials and long-lived gar- 
den plants. They also come easily from 
seed, and bloom the first year. Their 


blossoms are very much like wild vio- 


lets. 

V. odorata semperflorens is the long- 
blooming English violet, with fragrant 
blue flowers that are lovely near the 
large-flowered, pastel pink primroses. 

V. Patrini is the Chinese violet with 
large lavender-blue blossoms, beauti- 
ful near the lemon-yellow blossoms of 
Trollius europaeus and the dark purple 
tulip, QUEEN OF THE NIGHT. 

V. sylvestris rosea has bright pink 
or rose-pink blossoms and is one of 
the loveliest violas in the garden, espe- 
cially near white and lavender dwarf 
phlox. 

Somehow my favorite of all is Viola 
blanda, the sweet white violet which is 
low growing and fragrant. It likes to 
spread hither and yon among the gar- 











den beds 
nuisance. 
Quebec. 

Viola canadensis is the 
and grows nearly a 
heart-shaped leaves. The white blos- 
soms have yellow centers and are 
tinged purple on the outside. 

There are many named varieties of 
Viola cornuta on the market and a 
package of ScoTcH GIANTs in a mix- 
ture will offer fun and delight. Started 
in a flat indoors in March, they bloomed 
all summer until it was time to cover 
them with evergreen branches for the 
winter. Then, when spring came along 
and they were uncovered, they were 
full of buds and ready to bloom. Planted 
across the path from some giant 
pansies, they grew so large they were 
often mistaken for pansies by visitors. 
They have lived four winters in the 
same location in my New England 
garden. 

BLUE PERFECTION, named variety of 
cornuta, is lovely planted with forget- 
me-nots at the edge of a_ border. 


but it never becomes a 
It is hardy as far north as 


Canada violet 
foot high with 


AVALANCHE makes a 
mat beneath a brilliant red fern-leaf 
peony. In spring, this combination has 
heart-stopping beauty. 

In New England, 


creamy white 


the only garden 


enemies of violas seem to be snails, | 


so in damp weather I keep a snail re- 
pellent near them. I have never been 
bothered with diseases in my _ plant- 
ing, but violas are subject to leaf spot 
and root rot. 





Spraying with a weak | 


solution of Bordeaux will control the | 


spot. The treatment for root rot is 
drastic: burn the plants, remove the 
infected soil and don’t plant violas in 
the same location again. 
have never been bothered with violet 
sawfly, but spraying or dusting with 
lead arsenate is a control. 

The violas are generally not troubled 
with insects or disease, but I mention 
them to warn you at least against the 
unexpected. This is an attractive plant 
family. If you can grow pansies, you 
can grow the violas and violets men- 
tioned here. Remember, 
colorful ground covers.¢ 


Plants Outcipllidindaaty | 


By C. 


Iris Lynn Langford 


There are so many lovely modern 
irises that one would be foolhardy to 
pick out any variety as the best. Cer- 
tainly I don’t in the case of LYNN 
LANGFORD (Hall, 1946), but it is so 
unobtrusively lovely that I should like 
to call your attention to it. If you are 
an iris specialist, you no doubt admire 
its large, lavender-pink flowers; if you 
are not a specialist, you may have 
missed it because it never has had the 
publicity that others have had in re- 
cent years. The catalogs describe it as 
lavender-pink. To me it is more than 
that. The glowing yellow center sets 
off other indescribable tones. Any- 
way. it is a lovely color which will 
please many who do not go in for 
fiamboyance. I suspect that most spe- 
cialists have it on their list; 1 find it 
described and pictured by Walter Marx 
Gardens, Boring, Oregon. 


Summer Greens 


Whether you eat “greens” for vita- 
mins or taste, you probably have 
difficulty keeping the table supplied in 
summer. Two of the brassicas, mus- 
tards and turnips, will help solve 
that problem. If you make successive 
sowings of mustard, tendergreen and 
turnip, you will be able to keep cutting 
all summer long. And if you supply 
them with moisture when necessary and 
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cut them while young and tender, they'll 
be delectable “greens”, with none of the 
bitterness often complained of. Bur- 
pee has both kinds. 


Erysimum Linifolium 


When a plant has the double handi- | 


cap of belonging to a species of weeds 
(the blister cresses) and being a rather 
tender perennial from Spain, 
little wonder that gardeners who are 
unfamiliar with it give it a cool re- 
ception. It is further handicapped by 
being known as an erysimum in some 
catalogs and a cheiranthus in others. 
Actually, it is a charming little plant 
of 6 inches or so with a spread of a 
foot or more, bearing innumerable 
heads of pretty, lilac-colored cross- 
flowers over a very long period. Best 
of all for those of us in the North, it 
quickly comes into flower after sowing. 
We can use it as an annual and it is 
quite sure to self-sow if the gardener 
is not too meticulous. I usually find it 
in Harry Saier’s (Dimondale, Michi- 
gan) intriguing catalog. 





My violas | 


they make | 


there is | 








STEEL and ALUMINUM BUILDINGS 
EASY TO ERECT 
Sectional I aulidings 


FOR ALL guareses 
ssa nywhere 
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JOHN COOPER CO. 303 2nd St. Hackensack, N.J. 





PLANT SHINE LUSTRE 


st-Resistance for Life 


Only 1 apheet ae on 








if you are interested in 


GLADIOLUS 


membership in the North Ame erie an 
Council is a “‘must Cultural folder (in color) 
filled with the latest information on growing oo * 
olus, and benefits of membership in the N 

is yours for the asking from: 


NORTH AMERICAN 
GLADIOLUS COUNCIL 


Department 
820 Ontario Street Havre de Grace, Md. 


Gladiolus 

















HARROLD’S ee 







t eae ae 


eb eki 





Box 29-F 
GRANTS PASS 
ORGEON 


(% ht 
Ask vows deeler 


or write direct! 





ORNAMENTAL TREES and SHRUBS... 
FRUIT TREES and ROSES for every loca- 
tion in your garden — described and 
illustrated in our 32-page color catalog 
for modern gardeners Send for a copy 
today before you buy. 








TAKE THE WORK OUT OF 


SPRINKLING 


SEE THE LAWN MASTER 
AD ON PAGE 22 














FREE ADVANCE COPY FALL CATALOG 


48 illustrated pages of unusual and hard-to-find supplies, 
equipment and accessories for African Violets, Gloxinias, 
Geraniums. Azaleas, all Greenhouse and indoor plants. 
Everything trom potting mixes and plant foods to large 
aluminum plant stands and fluorescent lighted plant carts 
Largest selection any catalog specializing in supplies for 
indoor plants and greenhouse. Send now for your free copy. 


THE HOUSE PLANT CORNER 
Box 812 Oxford, Maryland 


BLOOM TIME SPECIAL 


15% Pre-catalog Discount 


GEO. W. PARK SEED CO. + Greenwood 2 














Hand-Carved Grecian Vase 


To lend unique distinction to your 
floral arrangements, an authentic replica 
of a Grecian vase, cirea 400 B.C. Per- 
sonally crafted by hand on a wood lathe 
from richly grained Pennsylvania 
cherry. Lustrous finish highlights lovely, 
natural color of wood, which grows 
richer with age. Interior, sealed with 
durable plastic, holds water. 614” 
high x 34”. $4.95 ea. $9.75 pair, ppd. 
J. B. Ketcham, Box 395, Greenport, N. Y. 








“Yacht” Chair Covers 


Simple to put on—slip-on back and 
cack-on seat—rugged enough to last for 
years! These attractive coverings (18 
oz.-per-sq. yd. sailcloth) are designed for 
a chair seat approx. 16” x 26” and back 
7”’x22”. Coverings have white piping 
along edges. Red, blue, turquoise, green, 
coral, black or yellow. Match up your 
chairs in the color of your choice! Only 
2.10 per set ppd. Ematol Products Co., 
Box 95-Q, So. Weymouth, Mass. 








Japanese Parasol Lanterns 


Transform bare electric bulbs into 
exotic Japanese Lanterns. These clever 


shades come collapsed (for compact 
storage). Open at neck to slip over bulb. 
Can be left on permanently. Delicate 
white, natural rice paper casts soft lan- 
tern light. 17” diameter, x 9” high. For 
garden or patio—porch or hallway, or 
any bare fixture. Only $1.79 each, 3 for 
$4.59 pd. From Red Oaks, Dept. 165-H, 
Winnetka, Il. 
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“REPOSO” LEG REST... 


A wonderful way to relax and rest your feet 


and legs while enjoying TV. Use while 
sitting on any chair, sofa or rocker. Also 
makes a comfortable back rest used with a 
pillow for bed patients or while just resting 
Made of highly 


minum with washable plastic cloth 


polished alu- 
Weighs 
less than a pound. $4.75, 2 for $9.00 postpaid. 
FG-6, 1305 N. Fort 


Harrison, Clearwater 17, Florida. 


or reading 


Jackson Enterprises 


REAL SWIMMING POOL... 


With temperatures in the 80's you'll appre- 
ciate having the luxury of a private pool. 
The whole family can swim in this huge, 
wonderful pool that can be set up in an hour. 
It is 3 feet deep and 30 feet in diameter ana 
made of heavy canvas coated with bakelite 
vinyl. Coupling drain permits using water 
for sprinkling lawn and garden. Weight 135 
lbs. $350.00 shipped express collect. Howard 
Sales Company, FG-6, 1650 Belmont Ave., 
New Hyde Park, N. Y. 


REDWOOD BIRD FEEDER... 


Keep birds in your garden all summer by 
regular feeding! This attractive California 
redwood feeder will keep food dry and will 
attract more and a greater variety of birds 
into your range of view. Old and young alike, 
will derive many hours of enjoyment watch- 
ing their habits and antics. Especially appre- 
Brown's 
184, Dept. FG-6, 


ciated by shut-ins. $4.95 postpaid. 
of Atascadero, PO Box 
Atascadero, Calif. 








Garden Hose Stakes 


Protect your flowers, shrubs and hose! 
Use at outside faucet where flowers are 
planted; at corner of house where hose 
might be damaged or torn; wherever 
flowers or shrubs might be destroyed by 
moving hose. The 2614” steel stake has 
silver rust-resistant finish. Heavy enough 
to withstand pull of hose without com- 
ing loose. $1.89 each; 2 for $3.50; 3 for 
$5.00 ppd. A.M.R. Co., 1526-B Haw- 





thorne, Grosse Pointe 36, Mich. 





High Luster Aluminum Waterer 


The perfect watering can, imported 
from England, exactly right in every de- 
tail. Holds 3 pints; open spill-proof top. 
Long spout with large opening. Well 
balanced, weighs less than a pound; 
won't tire you. Bright polished alumi- 
num with contrasting easy-to-hold black 
wood handle. Looks every bit like sil- 
ver. Special offer, $4.95 ppd. Free cata- 
log house plant supplies. House Plant 
Corner, Box 811, Oxford, Maryland. 


FLOWER GROWER 
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KIDDIES BAR-B-QUE SET... 


Designed especially for youngsters! ‘Junior 
Chef” will give them a real thrill cooking for 
their little guests outdoors. They'll use it 
for wiener roasts in the backyard, at the beach 
or on picnics. Sturdy aluminum legs brace 
firmly or anchor in earth. Cooking grid slides 
aside for easy refueling. Fire cannot be scat- 
tered by wind. Burns wood or charcoal. 
11x64$x12”. Complete with chef’s apron and 
cap, $3.98 postpaid. Niresk Industries, FG-6, 
Chicago 40, Ill. 


“SWIM-BOL” ... 


A safe way for kids and grown ups too, to 
have fun in the water! A tough, resilient ball 
of 12-gauge vinyl has two easy-grip natural 
rubber handles for safe support while learn- 
ing to float, kick and stroke. Its bright colors 
make it easily visible in the water. Com- 
pletely assembled. Just insert ball between 
lacings and inflate. $2.95 postpaid. Florida 
Gifts & Gadgets, FG-6, PO Box 950, Sarasota, 
Florida. 


CHIPPER, THE CLOWN... 


Everybody's enthusiastic about him! He’s 
the clown with a cast iron bite! Chipper 
bites off bottle caps and then he winks back 
at you with a gay, happy smile. He’s pleasant 
to have around and children will love having 
him open pop bottles. An amusing, yet use- 
ful decoration. $1.19 postpaid. The Fireside 
Shop, FG-6, 916 East Wayne St., South Bend 
17, Ind. 

















Aluminum Composter 


Make your own natural compost the 
modern, easy way without work, spading, 
odors or flies! New aluminum #1 Com- 
poster will last for years. Framework 
painted green, Oak grate-bars treated 
against rot. Put all home waste material 
through hinged door at top. Shake out 
rich organic compost at bottom. 52” high, 
28” square. 5000 lbs. capacity. $39.50 
freight paid. O. E. Zimmerman, Mfr., 
Dept. F-6, Fairfax, Minn. 
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Kill Flies Outdoors 


New! Sanitary! Easily used disposable 
Fly Trap. Kills disease carrying flies out- 
side. For home, farm, business. Hang 
Chemically Treated baited trap in tree 
or bush. Holds over 25,000 dead flies. No 
objectionable handling. When filled de- 
stroy entire trap. Guaranteed results. 
Set traps 30’ apart for a fly-free summer. 
Set of 3 $1.00. Postpaid. Carol Beatty, 
Dept. 306-N, 7410 Santa Monica Blvd.. 
Los Angeles 46, Calif. Free catalog. 








Wedding Ring Ashtray 


Perfect Wedding gift or Anniversary 
remembrance! Authentic replica of a 
wedding gift presented to Queen Eliza- 
beth and Prince Philip. Of fine, trans- 
lucent china, plated in 24 kt. gold. 
Measures 614” x 344”. PRINT names and 
wedding date to be etched, as shown. 
Only $7.95 ppd. and gift wrapped. Mailed 
anywhere. Money refunded if not highly 
pleased. Frost's, 806-A Frost Building, 
Hollywood 46, California. 








True Color Ceramic Birds 


Collectors and bird lovers will adore 
these imported ceramic birds in natural, 
true color. So will the lady who is look- 
ing for something unusual to make her 
table, mantel or whatnot shelf more at- 
tractive. A charming hostess gift! Blue 
Parakeet, Baltimore Oriole and Car< inal 
available. Each is about 5” high. Set of 
3, $4.95. Each $1.75 postpaid. Cook’s of 
Chicago, 65 East Adams Street, Dept. 
FG-6, Chicago, Illinois. 








100 Toy Soldiers For $1.00 


Army, Navy and Air Corps of 100 
plastic toys including 4 each: riflemen, 
infantrymen, bazookamen, marksmen, 
sailors, tanks, trucks, jeeps, bombers, 
cruisers and battleships; 8 each: ma- 
chine gunners, sharpshooters, officers, 
WACs, WAVES, cannons and jet planes. 
Each toy completely assembled, designed 
to scale, measures up to 414”. Kids love 
’em! $1.00 plus 25¢ shipping. Bodine’s, 
444-F Belvedere Ave., Baltimore 12, Md. 
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Anti-Mosquito Garden Torch 


Provides perfect illumination for out- 
door fireplace, campsite, barbecue pit, 
patio, ete. Sure death to mosquitoes and 
other flying insects attracted by the 
flame. Made of aluminum. Fueled by 
kerosene. The Torch has a generous 
3-pint reservoir and comes with flame- 
snuffer and 5-foot hardwood pole. No. 
566 Torch, $6.75 each postpaid. Free 
catalog. Hagerstrom Metalcraft Studio, 
46 Old Milwaukee Road, Wheeling, III. 
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Weeders “Tote” Seat 


At last—here’s comfort while you 
weed! Saves knees! Saves back! Just 
sit on sturdy Weeders’ “Tote” Seat and 
pull weeds all around you. Weather-re- 
sistant, natural color redwood. Treated 
with Woodlife, Top 144%” x 7%”. 
Height 7”. Light. Easy to grip handhole 
for carrying. Roomy tray-base keeps 
your hand tools handy. Sure to please. 
Only $3.95 postpaid. Heatherstone, FG-6, 
Box 242, Bethel, Conn. 








Free Your Home of Insects 


Insect Candle . . . easy to use... 
light candle on ash tray or saucer. In- 
visible vapor penetrates every corner 
killing exposed flies, ants, mosquitoes, 
moths, and similar insects. Effective for 
weeks. Each candle treats 500 cu. ft. 
No powder, no spray. For home, garage, 
basement. Must do job or money back. 
15 candles $1.00 ppd. Carol Beatty, 
Dept. 906-N, 7410 Santa Monica Blvd., 
Los Angeles 46, Calif. 
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SALT & PEPPER SHAKERS... 


Seeing pink elephants? No, but you are 
seeing angelic, lovelorn, pink china cows, 
(only one’s a bull), in the form of salt and 
pepper 
dining table needs to perk up the conversa- 


shakers. Just what your outdoor 
tion. The halos and horns are gold and the 
rest a delicate, soft pink all over. $2.95 for 
the set, postpaid. Aimee Lee, FG-6, 545 
Fifth Ave., New York 17, N. Y. 


THREAD BOX... 


At your finger tips—24 spools of thread all 
conveniently pegged on tilt-holders. Spools 
are visible with finger tip color selection. Can- 
not spill, saves space, handy for traveling. 
Special snap lock holds box firmly together 
when not in use. $1.00 postpaid. Carol Beatty 
Co., FG-6, 7410 Santa Monica Blvd., Los 
Angeles 46, Calif. 


GARDEN WIND CHIME... 


Garden hangers used by the Chinese signified 
peace and beauty! With its white and pink 
driplets on a black bell, this new ceramic 
chime may be proudly displayed in your gar- 
den. Even the gentlest zephyr provides a 
pleasant chime by moving the rustproof alu- 
minum vane. Each is 153” long and has a 
separate and distinct tone. $4.95 postpaid. 


Hardie-Arnita, FG-6, 601 E. El 
Blvd., El Segundo, Calif. 
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Garden Tractor With Reverse 


“George” does the work faster, easier. 
10 quick-change “add-tachments” avail- 
able (rotary mower and tiller shown). 
2 Horse Power Briggs & Stratton or 
Clinton engine transmits power direct 
to the traction tread tires. 2 cluteches— 
one for forward and reverse, one for 
“add-tachments”. $134.95 F.O.B. Factory. 
Order now or write for folder. George 
Garden Tools, Department FG, Sullivan, 








Illinois. 





Self-Propelled Terro-Tiller 


Perfect for soil preparation and culti- 
vation. Adjustable depth. Clutch for sep- 
arate control of rotor and engine. V-belt 
drive to chain and sprocket on rotor. 2 
Horse Power Briggs & Stratton, or Clin- 
ton engine with automatic throttle con- 
trol. $114.95 F.O.B. Factory. Foliage 
guard and dirt shield, optional—$5.50. 
Order now or write for folder. George 
Garden Tools, Department FG, Sullivan, 
Illinois. 
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PETITE POCKET INDEX ... 


Keep names, addresses and phone numbers 
handy right in your purse! No more fumbling 
for scraps of paper! 14K gold-plated, wafer- 
thin miniature index—just like the big one 
on your desk. It has a spring release and snap- 
lock with alphabetical index. Makes an at- 
tractive little gift! $1.00 postpaid, 3 for 
$2.75. Best Products, FG-6, Box 893, Nor- 
folk 1, Va. 


JUNIOR PINKING SHEARS... 


Pinking shears only 53” long, yet will cut 
several thicknesses of fabric. Light as a 
feather, they may be used in either hand. 
Ideal for cutting out appliques and other 
intricate work. Shears come in full chrome 
plate at $4.75 with black handles, nickel 
plated blades, at $4.25 plus 25¢ shipping 
for either. The Hitching Post, FG-6, Ridge- 
land, South Carolina. 


“REBEKAH”™ CUP & SAUCER... 
Decorative theme of this imported teacup and 
saucer of translucent English bone china is 
the Rebekah emblem, Ladies Auxiliary of the 
Odd Fellows. Insignia is in full color with 
gold. A find for collectors, too. $3.25 post 
paid. West of Mississippi add 15¢. The 
Vermont Crossroads Stores, FG-6, Waterbury, 
Vermont. 
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It’s For The Birds! 


Observe the graceful actions of hum- 
mingbirds in your garden all summer 
long. This carefully designed Feeder 
will attract hummingbirds to your home. 
Due to special glass-blowing techniques, 
pesky insects cannot enter it. Simple to 
fill, easy to clean, fun to watch. Delivery 
in good condition guaranteed. Instruc- 
tions enclosed. $1.75 postpaid. Sorry, no 
COD’s. Dinah Dee, P. O. Box 6734, San 
Antonio 9, Texas. 








Got a Puppy at Your House? 


Housebreaking’s easy with the new 
Puppy Trainer! “Powder Chaperone” 
and “Liquid Chaperone” teach your dog 
his place both indoors and out. An easy 
“powder shampoo” avoids risk of colds. 
“Flea Powder” stops scratching. “Mis- 
take” prevents stain when he forgets. 
Complete, $3.98. Money-Back Guarantee, 
Send No Money—Order C.0.D. (or send 
check and save postage). Sudbury Labo- 
ratory, Box 98, Sudbury, Mass. 








Horti-Kit 


Have you ever envied your neighbor 
for his rare shrubs or prize blooms? 
With HORTI-KIT you can perpetuate 
unusual species, graft choice varieties on 
common root stock or grow several va- 
rieties of fruit, berries or flowers on the 
same tree or shrub. All the necessary 
tools, materials and instructions for over 
300 operations for only $4.95 postpaid. 
No COD’s please. Pine Associates, Box 
ll, Fairfield, Conn. 
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The Greenhouse You Designed! 


We asked hundreds of customers 
“What greenhouse would you like best?” 
You ordered: Under $200, 8’x10’. Big 
Glass. I could build my own foundation, 
No Metal, Fully Prefabricated, No Putty, 
Easy to Erect. AND THIS IS IT! 8’x2’x 
10’x4”, Only $179.50 on your foundation; 
Free Delivery. Complete with door, 
window, vents and glass. With founda- 
tion $239.50. Redfern’s Prefab Green- 
houses, Rt. 1, Bothell, Wash. 





Dutch Water Boy... 


Holds a big 2 quarts—-enough to water 
all your plants with only one fill! Beau- 
tiful patented design finished in antique 
flat black or glossy green. Made from 
sturdy terne plate steel, rustproofed and 
finished inside and outside with life- 
time enamel. The biggest bargain you 
ever saw for $2.98 postpaid. Guaranteed 
to please you or your money back. Spee- 
ify black or green. Wilde Products, 
FG-4, 2209 Grandview, Cleveland 6, 
Ohio. 
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Grinds Leaves, Compost, Soil 


Portable W-W Grinder shreds, screens, 
grinds or mixes compost, sod, leaves and 
cuttings. Prepares organic matter for 
composting and mulch. Makes potting 
soil without additional attachments. Sep- 
arates trash. Gas or electric powered. 
$124.50 less motor and belt guard; $178. 
with 2 h.p. Briggs & Stratton engine and 
belt guard, FOB Wichita. Write for 
literature and name of dealer. W-W 
Grinder Corp. Dept. G, Wichita, Kan. 





Rid Your Home of Insects—$1 


Just light the cone—that’s all! Burns 
like incense—the invisible vapor de- 
stroys all common exposed bugs. No 
gadgets—no after odor—no work! Mir- 
acle Bug-Rid cones kill flying moths, 
flies. mosquitoes, spiders, roaches, silver- 
fish and wasps. 14 cones and burner for 
$1.00 postage paid. Guaranteed to do the 
job or your money back. Order Bug-Rid 
Cones by mail from Sunset House, 646 
Sunset Bldg., Hollywood 46, Calif. 
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SILK BABY SACQUE KIT... 





That precious bundle of joy—the new baby 
will look adorable in a handpainted sacque 
made of silk, satin or crepe. Edge may be 
crocheted with nylon thread included, or it 
may be piquoted by just clipping. Satin ribbon 
for ties also provided. Comes in white, pink, 
blue, ecru, gold, orchid, yellow or green. Be 
sure to give first and second choice of color 
and material. A gift you'll be proud to give! 
$2.45 postpaid. Home Enterprises, FG-6, 
Box 94, R-3, Bend, Oregon. 


FOLDING SUN GLASSES ... 

Newest rage from sunny France! Sunglasses 
Neck-Specs’ real 
that fold up into an attractive necklace! Can't 
fall off or get lost. Will attract attention 


called glamor-glasses 


whenever or wherever you wear them. Avail- 
able in 9 colors to complement any costume 
Rose, Champagne, Taupe, Crystal, Pale Blue, 
Ebony, White, Amethyst and Tortoise Shell 
$2.98 pair postpaid. Geneva House, FG-6, 
670 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago 11, IIl. 


CHERUB SANDALS... 
A supe 


flanged T-strap and decorated with glowing 


summer sandal with graceful, 
bugle and seed beads spells foot comfort and 
foot flattery! The padded, 


covered innersole is protected by a durable 


deeply leather 
outer sole. Soft, fine leather in natural, tur- 
quoise or white. Sizes 4 to 10. Send actual 
shoe size. $6.95 pair postpaid. Miller Curio 
Co., FG-6, 256 E 
Arizona. 


Congress St., Tucson, 








Multiple Root Soaker 


Now soak 5 plants at once with your 
garden hose. Grow finer shrubs and flow- 
ers. SOAKEZE attaches to garden hose 
or faucet. Has brass hose connection and 
5 lengths of durable green plastic tub- 
ing; three 9 ft. and two 12 ft. Weighs 
only 1% lbs. 5 yr. guar. Complete unit 
now only $4.95 ppd. 10 days FREE trial. 
With sprinklers, order SPRINKLEZE, 
$8.95. Jons Mfg. Co., Dept. C-30, 405 
Dantzler St., Saint Matthews. S. C. 
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Redimix Garden Hose Sprayer 


2 nozzles—1 fine and 1 coarse. Built- 


in speed control plus shutoff. All brass. 
Swivel hose connection. Spray any ma- 
terial, liquid or powder, mixed with wa- 
ter. Insecticides, soluble plant foods. 
weed killers; also Bordeaux, lead arsen- 
ate, etc. Tree nozzle for 20-30 ft. heights 
75¢ extra. Other models in free catalog. 
If not at dealer send $4.95 (Florida add 
3% tax) to Sprayers & Nozzles, St. 
Petersburg 4. Florida. 








Hawaiian Lawn Torch 


Add a touch of “The Islands” to your 
outdoor entertaining by using one or a 
pair to furnish dramatic illumination! 
One filling of oil burns 8-10 hrs. Four 
spring scrolls securely hold torch atop 
any square or round 7’ pole 1-14” in dia. 
Galvanized steel. Base 7 x 7”; 9” high. 
Dull black wrought iron finish. Snuffer 
and chain free. $6.45 ppd. Searle of Chi- 
cago, Dept. FM., 216 W. Jackson Blvd., 
Chicago 6, TI. 
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BISQUE SET... 


Pink bisque decorated with delicate white 
lilies-of-the-valley highlighted in antique 
gold makes this set a most acceptable gift for 
the bride or hostess. A lovely accessory for 
the dressing or night table, or as a cigarette 
urn and ash tray. Urn 34” high with 4” 
tray. $2.00 for the set postpaid. Page & 
Biddle, FG-6, 21 Station Road, Haverford 
63, Penna. 


UTILITY RACK... 


Efficient new holder keeps 29 tools—garden, 
kitchen or workshop—each in its proper 
place. Convenient and ready for instant use. 
A space saver which invites neatness. Sturdily 
constructed of sparkling aluminum. Easily 
mounted with three screws. $1.00 postpaid. 
Hasco Associates, FG-6, 102 Grumman Ave., 
Newark 8, N. J. 


“LIBRARY” OF SPICES ... 


An imported collection of six white china 
volumes to fill with nutmeg, allspice, pepper, 
salt, cloves and cinnamon. Gaily decorated in 
a provincial design, the “‘books’’ set on a 
honey-colored birchwood rack which measures 
83”"x4”. Rack may be hung on a wall or 
placed on a shelf. $1.95, plus 25¢ postage. 
Zenith Gifts, Inc., FG-6, 55-57 Chadwick St., 
Boston 19, Mass. 


STORE ~« =~ 
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Father’s Day Orchid Plant! 


For Dad, June 19th, order the gift 
“fit for a King!” from the world’s larg- 
est orchid collection for home! And 


Pe eae! i sien eas a es Be sid 


Now—Sure Garden Protection 


repellent. 
niture, garbage pails, etc. 





Remarkable National Dogwick proven 
Protects lawns, patios, fur- 
Keeps pets 





after enjoying blooms, Dad may start 
orchid growing hobby! Grow anywhere 
with little care! Mature potted plants-in- 
bud only $7.50, 2-4 buds; De Luxe 3-6 
buds, $10. fob S. F. Money back guar. 
Budget accts. Free Folder. “ACRES OF 
ORCHIDS” Rod MeLellan Co., 1450A 


Fl Camino. So. San Francisco, Calif. 


JUNE 1955 





from digging and eliminating in un- 
desired places. No mixing or spraying. 
“One wick does the trick”. Guaranteed. 
20 Long-lasting wicks $1.00. Economy 
size—50 wicks $2.00. At nurseries, pet 
counters or postpaid direct. NO COD’s, 
Pacific Coast Scent Company, 6555 E. 
Compton Blvd., Compton 37, Calif. 








Suburban & Country Dwellers 
NORTHEL Reactivator keeps septic 


tank and cesspool clean. A bacteria con- 
centrate breaks up solids and grease— 
prevents overflow, back-up, odors. Regu- 
lar use saves costly pumping or digging. 
Simply mix dry powder in water, flush 
down toilet. Non-poisonous, non-caustic. 
Guaranteed to reactivate septic tank, 
cesspool. 6 mos. supply (23 ozs) only 
$2.65 ppd. Northel Distributors, FG-6, 
P. O. Box 1103, Minneapelie 1, Minn. 








| TO INSTALL. SUAPLY 
‘PUSH LOCK ON JAMB... 





New Safety Door Lock—$1 


Amazing instant-installation door lock 
can be installed permanently or tempor- 
arily on any inward opening door! No 
screws, no tools needed—just place it on 
doorway and close door! Fits entrance 
or interior doors, inward opening win- 
dows. Cannot be forced or picked. Take 
along on trips for use in motels and 
hotels. Nickel plated steel. $1 ea., 2 for 
$1.85 ppd. Dalbert Gard & Assoc., 2760M 
W. 8th St., Los Angeles 5, Calif. 





ca 





Geranium—Scarlet Princess 


The only patented geranium! Won top 
honors at the New York Spring Flower 
Shows and voted one of the best of the 
scarlet geraniums on the East coast. A 
vivid, true scarlet with extra large, heavy 
blooms. The foliage is a dark green, 
heavy in texture. Splendid grower and 
bloomer! Price 50¢ each—6 plants for 


$2.50. Shipped postpaid in paper 
pots. Flowerland, Box 1136, Peoria, 
Illinois. 
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GENERAL 


DEATH TO POISON IVY... 


Kill poison ivy vines growing between your 
garden plants, in hedges, stonewalls, flower 
beds, etc. with Ivy-Kill. A blend of 2, 4-D 
and 2, 4, 5-T in paste form; a few dabs 





The Floracart 


The original, most popular Garden on 
Wheels. Two models available, 3 Tray, 
$52.50, 2 Tray $41.50. Practical, sturdy 
guaranteed construction. Large capacity 
water tight trays 19” x 49”. Ball bearing 
wheels. Designed for use with Fluores- 
cent fixtures. Write for literature and 
additional information on new acces- 
sories being offered. Tube Craft, Inc., 
Department D, 1950 West 114th Street, 
Cleveland 2, Ohio 


painted directly on several leaves and on the 
stem kills the plant in a week to ten days, 
leaving surrounding plants unharmed. Com- 
plete with applicator brush and a pair of 17” 
plastic hand and arm guards, $1.50 postpaid. 
Lethelin Products Co., Inc., FG-6, 15 Mac- 
Questen Parkway So., Mount Vernon, N. Y. 





BELL RINGING EGG TIMER... 


This imported egg timer is the most ingenious 





one we've seen. Just set for soft, medium or 
hard boiled eggs and go on to do other chores. 
Needs no watching. When the sand runs 


fe eee 





through, a cheerful bell rings repeatedly to 
call you. Accurate, nothing to get out of 
order! All metal, highly polished finish. Also 
useful for timing pressure cooker, dark room, 
phone calls, etc. $1.00 plus 15¢ postage. 
Gwen Gaye Gifts, FG-6, Sharon, Pa. 





WATER BOSS SPRINKLER... 


2 Terrific Flower Lessons! ! Gentle rains or heavy showers at your finger- 

HOW TO MAKE 25 CORSAGES—both 
“florist type” and garden. Includes ar- 
tificial and dried, 25 photos. $1 ppd. 
HOW TO MAKE FLOWER ARRANGE. 
MENTS, CENTERPIECES & NOVEL- 
TIES—33 photos and instructions $1 
ppd. Ask for details about our course 
in floral design. Train at heme for good 
floral positions or open your own flower 
shop.’ Flower Schools, Inc., P. O. Box 
564, Santa Cruz, Calif. 


tips! No sudden bursts, no running back and 
forth to the spigot, no tiresome gripping. 
Simply select pressure desired; water pressure 
opens valve; press lever to shut off. So gentle 
you can spray potted plants or increase the 
pressure to a heavy shower on lawn, garden 
or driveway. Fits all garden hose attachments. 
$1.98 postpaid. Mrs. Dorothy Damar, FG-6, 
729 Damar Bldg., Newark 5, N. J. 





















































f 
FLOWERS! 
Your peonies, asters 
and other tall plants 
will stay sturdy, | 
straight and beau- Ine’, 
tiful longer... Pitre 
. . with STEEL FLOWER SUPPORTS! 
Sprinkle in a Square Pattern — iy — ae rust-proof steel wire. o 
i , : ‘ : 24” high by 14” iameter. Eas) se’ Col- — 

Cox Fountain lawn sprinkler sprinkles lapsible for easy sserage. No tage, strings ‘or wooden The ONLY nozzle with ALL these features! 
in a square pattern. Keeps sidewalks opt pd TE BL One hand “Squeeze—It’s On: Release—It's Off” control 
dry, grows grass evenly, saves water, naturally beautiful position. No broken stems due — apres, et stream, _ teat rang * ae 

- ss . : to rain, heavy foliage or mowing Shut-on. in addition, any watering device, fertilizer jar, 
gets the corners. Precision die-cast pol- auto wash brush, j 
e . : , Spray tip, etc., can be attached to the 
ished aluminum body, brass _ insert. 6 for only $1.95 Postpaid tip by screwing back the thread guard. Brass working 
Sprays to 40 ft. No moving parts; won't (Add 25¢ West of Denver) parts, reinforced Neoprene rubber gaskets, stainless 
turn over. Only $1.00 ppd. Free Giant Please order your STEEL FLOWER SUPPORTS power, de ose = iiss Gobiaet Gendes 
Spike sprinkler with every purchase. NOW . . . as supply may be limited later! tip)—$1.49. At Hardware, Department and Seed stores 
Fine for shrubbery, flower borders. Rob- Satisfaction Guarantesd or wer ge , : 
ert A, Cox Mfg. Co., Dept. F-65, 5908 IDEAL MFG. CO. gnats lowe KAY PRODUCTS INDUSTRY 
Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood 28, Calif. 1389 Sloane Avenue’ e Lakewood 7, Ohio 
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SUNnBUG PREVENTIVE ... 

Beat the bugs, baffle the sun and enjoy out- 
door living with this insect repellent, sun 
and wind burn preventive and sun-tan pro- 
moter. A single non-oily, non-staining cream, 
safe for the tenderest skin. Prevents chapping 
which 
means long-lasting protection. 1 tube, 
$1.00 postpaid from Breck’s of Boston, FG-6, 


Breck Bldg., Boston, Mass. 


and chafing, too. Contains Silicone, 


OZ. 





FLUSH TANK WATER SAVER... 





Gunga-Din, the thrifty tank ball saves water 


by controlling the amount used for each flush- 


ing. You use only what you need! Saves 
cost of maintenance to septic and dry well 
systems, too. Requires no tools! Simply 


replace present tank bal! with this new one. 


There’s nothing to get out of order—no 
springs. Water in tank activates it. No longer 
uses a whole tank full. $1.29 postpaid. De- 


Witt Crafts, FG-6, Box 445. DeWitt, N. Y. 


NO BLISTER TROWEL ... 





trowel that can become the 


best The 


trowel improvement in years. 


Here's a easily 


gardener's friend! first major 


The scientific- 
ally engineered curved handle and ‘'velvet’’ 
rubberized grip 


avoids any possibility of blisters. 


designed to fit the hand 
Sturdy one- 
pieced blade and handle are molded of dur- 
able rustproof and will last 
a lifetime. $1.25 postpaid. Ray Sanders Co., 
FG-6, 133 North Santa Anita Ave., 


8, Calif. 


aluminum alloy, 


Pasadena 























WITH NEW Mole-Choke 


Traps moles, gophers, coming 
or going. Heavy, cadmium- 
coated steel construction; posi- 
tive setting; satisfaction guar- 
anteed or your money back. 
Complete instructions for use. 


ONLY....$295 ppd. 
(two for $5.45) 

Available at seed, garden, hardware 

dealers or direct by mail trom: 

SKYLINE MFG. CO. dpt. Fc 


P. O. Box 1029, PORTLAND 7, OREGON 


eaves, 
vanized 
bottom 














your garden wheelbarrow 


Now does double duty 
with the Barrow Basket. A leaf basket and burner 
easily and rigidly attached in seconds with clemes 
to standard sized garden wheelbarrow to give 174 

bushels of carrying space. Barrow Basket collap ssi ble 
to 2” width for easy wall storage. Every home owner 


needs BARROW BASKET for ground ane up of 


$9.95. Shinged express Collect 
GARDEN 
coniplete 

Order yours toda 


Dept. FG-I, 





The 
BARROW 
BASKET 


trimmings, brush and weeds ude of ga 
wire on tubular steel frame, ene) te with 
burning grate. Order yours today * Only 


‘ART BASKET 
with erning grate 


(To fit 2-wheel Cart) 
only $8.95 Polaenia 


THRESHOLD HOUSE 
1133 Sheridan Road, Winnetka, Illinois 














NOW. Build Your Own 
te, OUTDOOR FIREPLACE 


You can enjoy luscious steak frys, roasts 
and oe poy economically in your own 
backyer 


dag REE—or en 

ornamental outdoor designs and 
lectable outdoor cooking recipes. Dealer 
inquiries invited. 








Coldwater 1, 
Michigen 








AQUA—SAVE “scotcH mist” 


Cools, humidifies, 
greener foliage, larger blooms by giving plants water all 
the time as they require it. Easily, permanently installed. 
ideal for steep hillsides, flower beds, patio planting, etc. 
Endorsed by professional gardening authorities. $9.95 for 
100’ unit. Send for free literature. 


CALORD CORP. Box 1196, Hemet 2, Calif. 


irrigates. Promotes luxuriant growth, 





Don’t climb stairs 
Go Sedgwick L 


For those who cannot or should not 
climb stairs — here is ‘‘one-floor 
convenience.” Safeguard your 
health, enjoy your home and 
garden more with Sedgwick. 
Easily, quickly installed; electri- 
cally operated; moderate cost 
Recommended by doctors. 













Write for 
illustrated 
booklet 

















ick MACHINE WORKS 
158 WEST 15th ST., NEW YORK 11. N. Y. 
a in Vertical Teonepertation Since 1893 








OTHER SEDGWICK PRODUCTS 


FREIGHT- SIDEWALK CORRESPOND 
WAITERS ELEVATORS ENCE LIFTS 


SOME 


RESIDENCE 
ELEVATORS 



















Work 
Shop General Store 


Save Time—Save 




















STURDY 
Will not 


























Plants Revolve 
As You Desire 


e 


Exciting New Ferris Wheel 













PLANT STAND 


ONLY 
Here’s a charming stand for flower lovers! 12-5 
This delightful ferris wheel rotates to en 
hance arrangement or control sun and air 
exposure. Holds 12 plants : ideal for 
indoors or outdoors. Finest all-s welded cons 
tion. 38” in diameter. Your choice of anti jue black 
nese red, or forest green with contrasting trim 
ORDER BY MAIL today. Only $12.95 postpaid with 
check or money order enclosed. If you prefer, COD. 
(Add $2 in Canada. Order now! 


STANDARD EQUIPMENT INC. 


DEPT. FG! BELAIR 2, MD. 



















































/ STURDY! 
NO TIP 
NO TILT 


New All-Steel Vio Holda 


PLANT STAND 


¢ The original stand with 
revolving arms. Holds 11 plants 


A wonderful stand for flower lovers! Finest 
all-steel welded construction. 40 inches high. 
White or green enamel, or antique black (your 
choice). The 10 revolving arms, extending 
6 to 12 inches from sturdy center shaft, may 
be moved with a touch to enhance arrange- 
ment or allow even sun and air exposure. 
Light weight. Easy to clean. Requires little 
space—-and a grand gift idea! 

ORDER by mail today for only $14.95 plus 
$1.00 for packing and postage. ($2 for Can- 
ada) Specify color. Send check, money order. 
C.O.D. if desired Satisfaction guaranteed. 
Circular on request 


B 915, Dept. 10-E 
vio HOLDA MFG. co, et => 





PUMPS WATER 
CONSTANTLY! 








NO CONNECTIONS 9 
NECESSARY $99 8 
25¢ 





oe 


Amazing New otinine 


Lawn Ornament The girl pumps . . . 
and water flows continuously from the pump... yet 
the tank never overflows! You'll mystify everyone 
with this handsome, big 20”x 20” lawn ornament. 
Strongly made of vivid red and white weather- 
proof, shock-proof plastic. Installs in seconds. . . just 
push into ground and add water. Can also be fas- 
tencd to house or pole. Stand and bracket included. 
Sent on Money-Back Guarantee. 


NIRESK INDUSTRIES, Dept. LO-1 
CHICAGO 40, ILLINOIS 
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PORTABLE TERRY GATE... 


Designed primarily to confine active children 
within a room without closing the door. 
Makes any room a play-pen. Quickly at- 
tached, telescope fashion, to fit any door 
frame. End clamps covered with latex for 
added protection. 25” high, it discourages 
children from climbing over. Standard size 
fits up to 3-ft. door, $4.95 postpaid. For 
doors 3 to 5 ft. $6.95. R. J. Hafner Co., 
FG-6, Northfield, Mass. 





HOUSEBREAKING SCENT 


Housebreak your dog or pup the easy modern 
way! This new liquid scent comes in a 
squeeze bottle for easy dispensing on a news- 
paper first, then outdoors. A few drops do 
the trick! Response is quick and training 
easy! Not a medicine! 1} fluid ounces, $1.98 
postpaid. Bill Boatman & Co., FG-6, 168 W. 
Main St., Highland, Ohio. 








Windover Flower Pots 
The Most Beautiful 
Red Clay F tower 













” e. 5 “a 
Windo-Wizard 






















Pots Made 
OPENS Sticky Windows HF} 
MW REALLY WORKS!! 

~ Even frees windows stuck shut Our 
AN /for years Specially designed saw Customers 

teeth neatly cut away paint Fi have’ over seen 

and warped obstructions so Squatty , 
that windows raise and 3” 14 for $2.20 — a pped design, except 1%”, 3” 

lower with ease. 9” 4” 10 for 2.20 anc " ste 5”, 5%” and 6” semi 
' . with 9 5” 6for 2.20 squatty and 4” orchid pots which have 
long with stur- Semi-squatty straight sides. All have treated rims 
ay wooden gS for °2:30 SPECIAL ORCHID POTS (CLAY). 
of 6 f 2.20 ) 
handle. 5%” 5 ad 2.20 For better drainage, 4” only, 6 for $2.20 
6” 4for 2.20 Best osmunda fiber, 1% Ibs. for $1.75 
Va ry — CLAY ge wore CoLon 
. 1%” 40 for - #reen, red, yellow, or white baked-on 
804 Rickey” Ave, UW 14” 36 for 2.20 enamel. Following sizes only: 
West Colllageweed 6, N. J. Hm » Be for = re — ane 10 ~ : = io 
4for 2. 
”" 18for 2.20 PLASTIC POT SAUCERS 
air 14for 2.20 In lustrous black only. 3”’—14 for $1.80 
a” 9for 2.20 4°—10 for $1.85 5”—6 for $1.60 
Mention Flower Grower Postpaid east of Denver, Colorado me —— = vore x 
. a 3! ostage fo . orderec No C.O.D. 
when ordering from the pages of Shinning Eon. saslaces unleus acne tneuree 5 or 100 
General Store or more pots write for prices. 


THE WINDOVER CO. Box 3033 Evansville, Ind. 











AMAZING WINDOW CLEANER 
Nothing like it! 

Washes inside, out- Have YOU Spent $2. . 
sideand BETWEEN 

double-sash win- For a Dust Cloth? 
dows. Completely 
eliminates sitting on 
window sills or 
climbing ladders. 


Lots of women have, you know. Including a 
number of famous ones like Emily Post, Ilka 
Chase and Lily Dache. They saw Breck's fa- 











Hands need never mous Conniver ads and believed that Conniver 
touch water. Has actually does keep dust and dirt from sticking 
sponge on one end, to anything. It does! It cuts hours off your 
squeegee on other. dusting. We Guarantee that you'll consider it 
Just dip, wash, wipe a wise two dollar buy—or you keep the cloth 
-window will be and we'll send your money back! Since you 
sparkling bright. can’t lose, why not win by mailing your order 
Rustproof, will last for Conniver today? The 18” x 12” standard 
for years. 31” long. size is $2.00 or 3 for $5. The 24” x 18” double- 
Guaranteed. No size is $3.00 or 3 for $8. Postpaid—and only at 
C.0.Ds. $2.49 ppd. Breck’s. Hurry your order to Breck’s of Bos- 
HUSS BROS. 800 N. Clark St., Dept. 26, Chicago 10, 111. ton, 572 Breck Bldg., BOSTON 10, Mass. 
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SIORE ee Climb Stairs 


—Thtitale m Ole) sa) 


TT 





ou can add energy to your days 

and years to your normal life 
span by saving yourself the strain of 
stair climbing. People who have been 
told to “take it easy” by their doctors 
can enjoy the convenience of one-story 
living in any type house. The cost is 
no more than a low-priced car. 


INCLIN-ATOR 


is @ low-cost instal- 
lation for straight 
stairways. Operates on 
house-lighting circuit. 
Folds against wall 
when not in use. 


“KLEEN KAGE” ... 

A boon to bird owners! Ends all use of 
messy paper and sand. This new kind of 
floor cover for parakeets and other bird 
cages ends daily cleaning. Each application 
lasts 2-4 weeks without changing. Guards 
your pet against disease, keeps drinking 
water scum-free, ends offensive odors and 
prevents rust. 14 lb. package, $1.00 postpaid. 
Kleen Products Mfg. Co., Inc., FG-6, 1415 
Key Highway, Baltimore 30, Md. 





4 “Elevette” can be in- 
stalled in stairwell, closet or 
corner and operates on house- 
lighting circuit. Custom-built 
to fit space. Completely safe 
for all ages. 


SR. & JR. RAKE SET... 


Now Dad and “his shadow” can rake the 
garden together in peace. No more fussing 
‘cause Junior wants to rake, too. A matching 





set is the answer! Youngsters take pride in 
helping and having a rake of their own—just 
the right size; keeps them working a little 
longer. Set, one of each model, is $3.98 post- 
paid from Moultrie Manufacturing Co., FG-6, 


Moultrie. Georgia. Originators of the simplified home passenger lifts. 
. - 2240 Paxton Bivd. Harrisburg, Pa. 


Write for full information and name of nearest 
ler. 





INCLINATOR COMPANY OF AMERICA 











Genuine Black Forest 











eS EERE RERERRERERRE Eee eee 
AMAZING IMPROVED 


ELECTRIC SPRAYER $10% || Elrch Neo uc tare. tor 


pi 
Makes painting and spraying oe as ABC! tablete—try ret mann - 7 Po 
This revolutionary new Jiff: . qw.t. approved) * 

Sprayer with its patented 
MISTIFIER SWIRL NOZZLE 
is adjustable from a fog sprey 
to a st 2am. All metal, non- 
corrostve parts with POS)- 
TIVE ACTION PRESSURE 
CONNECTOR. No compressor 
needed. Just plug in and 
spray. Insures smooth applica- 3 
tion. Use for spraying paints, 3 
enamel, deodorants, disinfec- it’s almost like having you 
tants, insecticides, light oils. own private masseur a’ 
Perfect for your garden chairs, : home. It’s fun reducinggy 
furniture, screens, autos, ’ this way! Lose pounds ands 
boats. A practical tool, simple and easy to use at a inches quickly, easily, 








> ge helps break dowr oe 
3 Farry TISSUES, Roles tone thems 


U. S. Retail $9.90 


NOW $%*.95 
ONLY 


*Postpaid Direct From GERMANY 
Authentic ‘‘Cuckoo” Clock, not to 


— fat—heips you regaingg 
and keep a firmer and more 
graceful figure. When YOu ms 
use the SPOT REDUCER @ 


down to earth price of only $10.95. 110 volts A.C., H : . ‘ 

80 Pound Nozzle Pressures. 8 Foot U.L. Approved without risking health. For aches ove be confused with the “silent” type 
core inches 

FREE: Order now and we will include the HIGH Remarkable chance to save more 
MYSTERY NOZZLE that sprays around cor- { S than 50%, on quaint, decorative Euro 
ners! Enclose check or money order, or sent Restores e¢ icity sagging skin. pean cuckoo clock by our direct import 
C.0.D. with $2.00 deposit. STANDARD MODEL only -<92-2 plan. Unique example of genuine Black 


Forest craftsmanship, richly carved and handsomely fin- 
ished in black walnut, light oak, or beautiful hand-painted 
colors. Excellent timepiece. Carved bird and leaves, De 
lightful ‘‘cuckoo’’ every quarter-hour, Chain, weight and 
pendulum. A real thrill to give or receive, in original ex- 
port package with foreign stamps. Only one to a person. 
Specify finish desired. No CODs. References: New Orleans 
Chamber of Commerce. Satisfaction guaranteed 


IMPERIAL SALES BAMAZING | DELUXE MODEL only: 
480 ag “> ee $-058 














(*You pay postman 98¢ service charge for delivering for- 


AUTHENTIC eign package; duty included, This cannot be prepaid.) 
CAST ALUMINUM 
REPRODUCTION INTERNATIONAL GIFT HOUSE 
Add an accent of beauty to Dept. N.O.K., 132 International Trade Mart 
your lawn or garden with this New Orleans, La. U.S.A. 
authentic antebellum chair. It 
is finished in long-lasting, 
high-gloss white lacquer. 





Graceful, rugged and strong— 
yet it is so light in weight it 
can be moved easily. Will not 
rust. Perfect for Iighlighting 


SETIT! FORGET IT! 
Saves Water, Tite, Horney 





New Plant jy | EARN BIG 
























indoor furnishings, too. * * rieties 
vi TRYSAL 60 Vo co 
9 Water lawns & gardens up to 60 min. THOUSANDS peid => y growers, 
$] 5 . with automatic shut off. Many other NEVER seedsmen, etc., for new varieties. New tesstnoting hobby. 
Learn Luther Burbank's secrets and latest methods. No costly equip- 
Freight Prepaid uses. Fully Guaranteed. Free folder on FORGETS! ment. Produce giant forms, double flowers, etc., without poisons, 
Send for illustrated literature and prices request. Buy from your Hardware or in @ fraction of former time required. Writel 
of other beautiful pieces. Garden store or order direct......... $595 ppd. TITMELIT EL ILL 
MOULTRIE MANUFACTURING COMPANY Dealer & Dist. inquiries invited FOLDER AND anes - 
i Inut Ave Detroit Ave 
Moultrie, Ga. FRED J. MORRIS, INC. “S58 Wale’cAy¥e. The ASCHER Co., Dept. F-6 700 Delvolt Avs 

















RATE 65 CENTS PER WORD: (55 cents per word for 
three or more consecutive insertions using same copy). 
Minimum order acceptec in the Classified Section—$13.00 
r single insertion, $33.00 minimum for 
sertions. Special Headings $1.50 extra. 


R. 
Grower, Classified Dept., 99 N. 








African Violets 


SEE MY ADVERTISEMENT page 89. 
7. camseine valuable cultural advice. 

NIE SPOUTZ, 34300 
- = ll 


LEAVES, GROW YOUR OWN PLANTS, penne 
Request list. 8c 


new and old_ varieties. 
a (Kathleen Cooper), 2339 Grigg, Cincinnati 





Illustrated cata- 
FREE! MRS. 


Moravian Drive, Fraser, 








Areeens VIOLET LeAvee sereeere. Send 
f-addressed STAMPED LON ‘or price 
fet featuring ‘‘Newest of 1. Now and TS the ola’. 
Book—‘‘How to Grow and Bloom African V: _ 5 
Home’’ Mig postpaid. THE VIOLET HOUSE, 838 Ken 
more Blivd., Akron 14, Ohio. 





AFRICAN VIOLETS—The best old varieties, 
Free price list. RAY’S VIOLET HOUSE. 981 - llth St, 
Bowling Green, Kentucky. 





300 HEALTHY sewer Rime Plants, rocted 

cuttings, leaves. Send s or list, Visitors welcomed, 

Wise DENBENG FARMS. Rig A, Route 2, Markesan, 
ise 





LEAVES, 15 for $3.00. Send stamp for new and old vari- 
eties. Also rooted plants, 10—$4.00. AFRICAN VIOLET 
SHOP, Gordonsville, Virginia, 

ROOTED LEAVES. Outstanding varieties inc eluding dou- 
ble pinks. VPosteard from you to me brings list to your 
door. JAMES R. GILLETTE, Lake Forest, IL. 


~. aeons Bouse PINK AFRICAN VIOLET. The 
n of 1955. Send stamp for list. Visitors welcome. 
FREU ‘DENBERG FARMS, R. 2, Markesan, Wisc 


10 LEAVES $1.25 POSTPAID. Healthy new varieties, 
a pollinated seeds $2. packet. GLADYS KOHLER, 
228 N. Ist Avenue, Canton, Illinois. 

LEAVES Sensibly priced. Request catalog. Seed, choice 
varieties cross pollinated, $1.00. Redwood leat mold, trial 
bag postpaid, $1.00. KRAUSE’S AFRICAN VIOLET 
NURSERY, 11823 Christopher, Inglewood, Calif. 


READY our ‘‘New Varieties’ shown at convention in- 
ouding “AIR WAVES" and “DOUBLE ARBUTUS 
PINK’. Stamped envelope for circulars. THE SELECT 
VIOLET HOUSE, 2023 Belmont Avenue, Box 1444, 
Youngstown, Ohio, 

DOUBLE PINKS AND OTHERS, leaves, 
cuttings and = Plants Send for 
— DAVIS, New Elmer 
ersey,. 


rooted leaf 
price list. MRS. 
Road, Vineland, New 


AFRICAN VIOLET LEAVES FOR SALE. List on 
request, Old, New varieties NETTIE HALL, 4480 
Sheridan, Detroit 14, Michigan. 


TWELVE WELL ROOTED PLANTS, Older varieties 
; Twelve Newer 5.00 Twelve Newest $6.00 

WILSON'’'S, ons FG, Greenwood Northeast, 
Atlanta, Ga, 


FREE LIST AFRICAN VIOLETS—Excellent selection. 
We hybridize and specialize Wholesale—Retail. 
OPPEN'’S GREENHOUSES, 4330 Auburn Road, Salem, 
Oregon. 


SPECIAL OCCASIONS —Give a membership in African 
Violet “LEAF OF THE MONTH CLUB”. Write Box 
205 Sta. B., 


Bakersfield, California. 


AFRICAN VIOLETS: Hand pollinated seeds from one 
of the best collections in Africa, $2.00 packet. FRI- 
CAN ORCHIDS § $2.00 packet DELPHINIUM 
DENS, 10 Francis Street, Yeoville, 
Africa 


GAR- 
Johannesburg, 


Gesneriads, Rare 
SCHULZ, Dept. A, T7714 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. 


AFRICAN VIOLETS, GLOXINIAS, 
house plants. PEGGLE 
Fairfield Road N., 


AFRICAN VIOLET WONDERLAND—300 old and 
hewest varieties including many double pinks. No 
shipping. MRS. J. A. JOHNSON, 1336 Prospect 
Avenue, Wausau, Wisc 


AFRICAN VIOLETS (labeled). 
Leaves 10/$1.25, 30/$3.25. 

2¢. Folder 10¢) Saintpaulia, 
Daylily hybrids 12/$1.75 Seed 
Dept. FG, 610 Bryan, 


‘AFRICAN VIOLETS——Rooted leaves. Stamped envelope 
please. Old and new varieties. ANNA D. SEIDEN- 
FRI D, 4130 Belmont, Youngstown 4, Ohio. 


Young plants 8 $4. 50. 
Rize jas 2.31 
Gloxinia seed 

50/$1 


Jacksonville 2, Florida. 


HAND POLLINATED SEEDS — oe world’s largest 
collection of Saintpaulia, $2.5 Giant Gloxinia 
$1.50 packet. ROBERT FORTU NE. _* 27, De Deur, 
Transvaal, South Africa. 
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African Violet Plant Food 


STIM-U-PLANT AFRICAN VIOLET FOOD. Proven per- 
fect for violets—used and tested by prominent growers— 
violet booklet and generous package—10¢ coin. STIM-U- 
PLANT LABORATORIES, Bax 1195, Columbus 16, Ohio. 


African Violet Potting Soil 


WINDOVER POTTING SOIL. Made with flaky leafmold 
especially for African Violets. Won't pack. Sterlized with 
LARVACIDE to_ eliminate ——9r and soil borne 
troubles. Postpaid east of Denver. 4 Ibs. $1.15, 9 ibs. 
$2.25, 13 Ibs. $2.85. WINDOVER. “Box 3033, Evansville, 
Indiana 














African Violet Rooting Powder 
WONDERFUL NEW ORGANIC DISCOVERY. 
faster, healthier roots on leaves. 
5 packages $1.00. EVELYN JAMES, 
burg, Michigan. 


Grow 
Package 25¢ coin. 


Box 56 A, Davis- 


African Violet Supplies 


SUPPLIES FOR AFRICAN VIOLET GROWING. Insec- 
ticides, Vermiculite, charcoal, leaf mold, superphosphate, 
plastic labels, wicking, sponge rok, treated plastic ete. 
Catalog. Supplies only. No . NEIL C. MILLER, 
Layton’s Lake, Penns Grove 2, N. J. 


Agents Wanted 


CALIFORNIA SWEET SMELLING BEADS. Genaotional 
sellers. Big profit for you. Particulars free. MISSIO 
2328BD West Pico, Los Angele es 6, Calif. 





pore 





AZALEAS—40 varieties in red, pink, white, purple and 
combinations of these colors. Send for 1955 list. 
BUC KINGHAM NURSERY, Buckingham, Pa. 





Baby Evergreens 


BABY Eveqeasens, SEEDS, SEEDLINGS, orna- 

mentals and stoc! Azaleas-Rhododendrons- 

ee | shrub- Blueberries. CATALOG FREE. GIRARD 
ROS. NURSERY. Geneva, | Ohio. 








Begonias 
AMERICAN BEGONIA SOCIETY offers. twelve issues of 
THE BEGONIAN fe cultural bulletin and seeds, to 


each 
new member for $2.50. Address Dept. FG, Box 2544, “Tos 
Angeles 54, Calif. 


Books 


PENNSYLVANIA DUTCH COOK BOOK, 240 recipes, 
50¢ postpaid. Money back guarantee, LESLIE HAM- 
MOND, 610 Franklin Street, Reading, Pennsylvania. 





Bulbs 


BULBS ‘FROM HOLLAND. ‘Our catalog offering bentrete 
of varieties of TULIPS, DAFFODILS, HYACTD NTHS. 
CROCU ” etc. will be sent on application. J. HEEMS 
KERK, P,. Van Deursen, Sassenheim, Holland 





DIRECT FROM HOLLAND. Our descriptive catalogue, 
offering you the finest HOLLAND-GROWN Tulips, Daf- 
fodils, Hyacinths, Crocus, ete. free on application. Q. 
ELKHUIZEN, Sassenheim, Holland. 


BULBS FOR FALL DELIVERY, ‘daffodils, tulips, iris, 
hyacinths and crocus. Send for our price list offering gen- 
erous discounts and premiums for orders placed early. 
RIVER'S EDGE FLOWER FARM, Nuttall, Gloucester 
County, Virginia. 





TULIPS, NARCISSUS, HYACINTHS, PEONIES, etc. 
State inspected. Finest quality, low cost. List free. 
J. A. DRESSMAN, R. 5, Covington, Ky. 





Business Opportunities 


GROW | MUSHROOMS. pmo, net, Spare. time, 
We pay $3.50 Ib. We paid Babbitt He is 00 

. WASHINGTON = 00M 

. 157, "054 Admiral Way, Seattle, 


GROW ORCHIDS at home—profitable—fascinating. Year 
cae, Maine to California. NO GREENHOUSE. Gor- 
geous Cattleyas, Cymbidiums, ete. Successful home grower 
shows you how. Full details FREE. FLOWERLAND. 
4622-RV, Wilshire, 


Los Angeles 5, Calif. 


GROW HERBS & SPICES AT HOME (many rare & un- 
usual). Make 101 useful and salable products. Big profit 
orders come from neighbors, gift shops, restaurants, etc. 
Also mail orders. Window box supplies household needs, 
Successful home grower shows you how. FREE—full de- 
tails. HERB CENTER, 601-CA So. Vermont Ave., Los 
Angeles 5, Calif 

FREE FOLIO “$5,000 to $45,000, Vacations Unlimited.” 
Work home—spare time! No merchandise, equipment. 100 
other homework businesses! HAYLINGS—FG6, Carlsbad, 
California. 

CHINCHILLAS You “RAISE THEM. We buy 

Small capital can show terrific profits at home in your 
spare time. Free booklet explains our new lease plan. Box 
97, Little Neck, New York 


them. 


Coeti- Seeeieain 


IDEAL FOR PLANTERS—indoor or out. 20 varieties 
Cacti & Succulents $1.50 or 12 varieties Cacti $2.00, 
rooted, named, prepaid. NATIONAL CACTUS-SUCCU- 
LENT CLUB, 12021 Hallwood, El Monte, Calif. 


Chrysanthemums 





RARE SPIDERY FUJI QUayOAntSeReae 2 each 6 
kinds, dozen ee. Single Poms, Butte 2 each | 
kinds. $2.00. Labeled. Prepaid. GABL ES” NURSERY, 
Haralson, Georgia. 

CHRYSANTHEMUMS FOR THE HOBBYIST. Flowers 
until December. Spoon, Cushion, Button, Poms and E 
hibition types. 10 assorted $1.00, 25- $3.00 100—$7.00. 
Add 15% first class mailing. CHRYSANTHEMUMS, 
Box 141, Hammonton, New Jersey. 

PRIZEWINNING CHRYSANTHEMUMS: Large, "Inter- 
mediate, Pompon, Button, Cushion, Spoon, Single, Ane- 
mone Types. List—24 large (4 varieties) $2.00. 48 assorted 
(16 varieties) unlabeled $2.00. 50 assorted—all different— 
unlabeled $6.00. MRS. H. G. WOODS, Route 3, Box 35, 
Donalsonville, Georgia. 

HARDY CHRYSANTHEMUMS. Bushy, Stocky Plants- 
Pin Cushion or cut flower varieties $5.00 Dozen, 
Shipped anywhere Guaranteed Delivery THALLAS 
GREENHOUSES, Sioux City, Lowa. 


Day- 


CHRYSANTHEMUMS 170 varieties. - 
Wilma 


lilies, Poppies, free catalog. 
Lee. OMAR COLES, Magnolia, 


Dahlies, Iris 
Don’t miss Hazil, 
New Jersey. 


35 mm Color Slide Susguaane 





10¢ BRINGS NEW LIST 120 RENTAL SETS. Roses, Iris, 
Daylilies, Gardens, Arrangements, Flower Shows eto. 
PHILIP CORLISS, Box 68, Somerton, 


Corsage Making Supplies 


$4.95. Instructions 
NNES FLOWER SHOP, F. 103 South 
Monti  R, Illinois. 


COMPLETE comnnes MAKER KIT 
alone $1.00. Mc 
State, 
THE BEST corsage making materials are so inexpensive. 
Free illustrated catalog. ROTHY BIDDLE SERVICE, 
Dept. FG-28, Pleasantville, New York. 


Cymbidiums 





HYBRID CYMBIDIUM ORCHIDS-ROOTED BACK. 
BULBS with side shoots. Named crosses. LS 50 each; 

$5.00; 12 for _$12.00, postpaid. All labeled and 
different. No COD'S. FERN HAWAIIAN Nu RSERY, 
1551 Avalon Bivd., Wilmington, California. 


Dohlias 


DAHLIAS: Ten large flowering $3.00; twenty varieties 
$5.00. All different. Lists free. REYNOLDS DAHLIA 
FARM, Buttell Ave., Lakewood, New Jersey. 


BEST GROWN DAHLIAS, Iris, Daylilies, Chrysanthe- 
mums, Shrubs, Trees, Evergreens, Fruit, Lilies, Seeds, In- 
secticides. Catalog. ECONOMY NURSERIES, Box 434 A, 
Duluth, Minnesota. 

DAHLIAS—AFRICAN VIOLETS ETC.—Free catalog— 
Special Dahlia Offer—8 giant labeled $2.00; 10 Florists 
mixed $2.00. Postage 35¢. CLARKSBURG DAHLIA GAR- 
DENS. Clarksburg, Indiana. 





Daylilies Hemerocallis 





DAYLILIES: All of and only Dr Stout’s Hybrids. New 
colors. New sizes. New seasons. Send 10¢ for our illus- 
trated catalog telling Why, When, How, Which and Where 
to Plant. FARR NURSERY CO. Box 3, Womelsdorf, Pa. 


DAYLILY AND BEARDED IRIS price list offering qual- 
ity p! s of outstanding varieties sent on request. M. T. 
YouNG. Tallulah, Louisiana. 





SPARETIME FIXIT SHOP AT HOME brings a4 
monthly, Customers repeat. Experience 

selling. Free booklet explains. EARL FOLEY COMPANY, 
Columbia Heights, Minnesota, 


FINE aay wth OF DAYLILIES at reasonable 
prices also Fancy leaved caladiums. Write for catalog. 
RAINBOW DAY LILY GARDEN, P. 0. Box 644, Lees- 
burg, Florida. 


FLOWER GROWER 





Flower. Grower 


twin a cacti ae 


DAYLILIES—Largest listing of the best. We_ ship 
only blooming size plants that will please you. HOWE 
GARDENS, Holliston, Massachusetts. 


HEMEROCALLIS Can accept subject supply, 
Pink Dream, Fulva Rosea, Pink Charm $8.98. Shipped 
June. ROADSIDE GARDENS, East Arlington, Vermont. 


DAYLILIES- GET ACQUAINTED SPECIAL- Yellows: 
Hyperion, J. A. Crawford, Princess, Patricia, Dorothy 
McDade, Gold Meadows; Reds: Autumn Red, Moroeco 
Red, Port, Minnie, Santa Fe, Chengtu; Orange: Tri- 
umph, Stalwart, Wonder Gold, Golden Dawn, Whippoor- 
will; Pink Tones: Minuet, Lamkin, Linda; Two Tones: 
Bicolor, Charioteer, Hiwassee, Hope. Any 4 for $2.00; 
12 for Ag Illustrated catalog 25¢, PARRY 
NU RSERIES Signal Mountain, Tennessee. 


orders 


Delphiniums 
WRITE FOR FREE Delphinium and Mum descriptive 
list and price folder. KLEIN'S GREENHOUSE, North 
Salem, Indiana. 


" Educetione! & Instructions 


BE A REAL SSTATE BROKER. Study a oem. Write 
for free book toda 3.1. Approved. WE ER SCHOOL 
OF REAL ESTATE, "2016E Grand, } Ab City, Mo. 


Evergreens 


EVERGREENS, AZALEAS, RHODODENDRONS in baby 
sizes. Ornamental shrubs, trees, hollies. Send for free 
1? catalog. GREEN RIDGE’ NURSERY, Madison 4, 


female tele Wanted rn 


ENJOY EXTRA INCOME SEWING BABY SHOES, 
dresses, aprons, for established markets. Details 
THOMPSON'S, Loganville 12, Wisconsin. 


Flamingo Plants 


WILL GROW OUT OF DOORS in semitropical climates. 
Also satisfactory houseplant. Blooming size $1.00 post- 
paid. GRIES FLORAL COMPANY, 11110 So. Wallace 
St., Chicago, 


“Flower Arrangers Supplies 


CAREFULLY SELECTED EQUIPMENT for flower ar- 
rangement and corsages at lowest prices. Free illustrated 
catalog. DOROTHY RIDDLE SERV ICE, FG-29, Pleas- 
antville, New York. 


FREE CATALOGUE FG on varied selection of Holders, 
Containers, Bases, Accessories LITTLE SHOP, 343 
Metairie Road, New Orleans 20, Louisiana. 


Fuchsias 


plants 
Upright. 
GARDENS, 


FUCHSIAS. Most every Va ariety, six healthy 
three dollars. Postage extr Basket and 
Send for catalogue ALPIN BEGONIA 
Rhododendron, Oregon. 





Geraniums 
229 9 CHOICE “VARIETIES, ine luding Dwarf and Fa ‘ancy- 
Leaved. Catalog 10¢. HOLMES C. MILLER, 250 West 
Portola Avenue, Los Altos, C ~~ AN, 


10 GERANIUM PLANTS $4.00. Dwarf, Scented, Fancy- 
leaf. ORDER NOW for spring planting. TOTTEN GAR- 
DENS, 733 3 Eglise Avenue, Rivera, California. 

ZONAL GERANIUMS—-12 assorted choice double 
varieties. Well established in a 2%” pots $3.00 post- 
pe COOK'S GREENHOUSES, Box 411, Sterling, 
ansas, 





Gladiolus 
IF YOU WANT THE BIGGEST BULBS order early, 


while stocks are full. Many to choose from our new list. 
Get one! Wholesale-Retail. WOODSIDE GLADIOLUS 
GARDENS, Webster, New York. 


Greenhouses 
REDWOOD 9 x 12'9 Sturdi-Built Greenhouse, every- 
thing complete above foundation inc at glass, on ily 
$225.00 delivered. STURDI-BULLT GREENHOUSE CO., 
11304 S.W. Boones Ferry Road, Oswego, Oregon. 


Greenhouse Heati ‘ 
HOT. ‘WATER SYSTEMS AT A NEW LOW PRICE, 
packaged to your requirements. Ultra small cast iron 
boilers carry full A. G. Approval. Simplified com- 
putation sheet allows you to compute your requirements 
and cost. A postcard will bring you bulletin H100, de- 
scribing the finest in greenhouse heating equipment. 
GREENHOUSE SPECIALTIES CO., Sappington 23, Mo. 


JUNE 1955 


Herb Seeds 


GROW YOUR COMPLETE HERB GARDEN FROM 
SEED. Ten large packets $1.00 plus cultural instrue- 
tions and information 
and medicinal uses. HAPPY 
2953, Terminal 


describing culinary, aromatic 
APACHE SEED, Box 
Annex, los Angeles, California. 


Herbs 


COOKING HERBS: Tarragon, 
golden, common) Sage, Savory, 
Any 8 for $3.00. 


Benemery, Thyme (silver, 
Marjoram, Chives, Balm 
MERRY GARDENS, Camden, Maine. 





Hibiscus 


BEAUTIFUL HIBISCUS PLANTS—Hawaii's most popu- 
lar flower. shades and colors. Catalog free. FERN 
HAWAIIAN NU RSERY, 1551 Avalon Bivd., Wilmington, 
California, 


House Plants 
HOUSE OF RARE PLANTS: Hard to find choice house 
plants. Geraniums, Begonias, Herbs, Perennials. Cata- 
logue 15¢. MERRY GARDENS, Camden, Maine 


OLIWA-KU-KAHAKAI—Hawalian leaf produces plants 
without — or water—beautiful flower sprays. 3 for $1.00 
POLYNESIAN PLANTS, Dept. 5-7, 1244 Nakuina, Hono- 
lulu 17, Hawaii. 





Iris 
MODERN IRIS—Blue Rhythm, 
Senorita, Golden Majesty, Great Lakes, Helen McGregor, 
Lady Mohr, Lady Boscawen, Minnie Colquitt, Mulberry 
Rose, Ola Kala, Red Torch, Redward, Snow Flurry; Any 
five, $2.00; ten, $3.75; all fifteen, $5.00. A $1.00 packet of 
iris seeds from new pinks included with early orders. Free 
| now DIEHL’S GARDENS, Box 307-F, Alamo, Cali- 
ornia 


Chantilly, Elmohr, Gay 


IRIS SALE. Buy at wholesale ee iris. Send stamp 
for lists and collections. MT. UPTON IRIS GARDENS 
Mt. Upton, New York. 


IRIS OR DAYLILIES. 
dozen labeled. Postpaid 
Free catalog on request. 
12043-9 Hallwood, 


$1.95 dozen unlabeled, "$3.00 
Strong blooming size plants. 
NORWOOD IRIS GARDENS, 
a” Monte, California 


Send for 
8239F Topanga 


IRIS: 260 Newer varieties at wholesale prices 
catalog. CANOGA IRIS GARDENS, 
Canyon Blvd., Canoga Park, California. 


IRISES OF DISTINCTION. Newest 
rhizomes. Free catalog. EASY BREEZ 
Drawer F, 1421 N. 16th Avenue, Yakima, 


1,000 VARIETIES: Tall, intermediate, 
old, many rare, bargains. Free 
CARDINAL IRIS GARDENS, 


varie et, fines’ 
{DENS, 
Woe fea 


dwarf; new and 
catalogue. Dept. F, 
Hamilton, Indiana. 


MILDRED’ S IRIS PATCH offers finest new Iris variet ties, 
at reduced prices. List on request. 11308 MeGirk 
Avenue, El Monte, Calif. 


IRIS, (NEW AND OLD). LOUISIANAS. DAYLILIES. 
Free catalogue listing bargains. TH SIGN OF 
IRIS, 17231 Sherman Way, Van a rt aiiforais. 


IRIS-DAYLILIES. Send for our free catalog 
over 500 world famous varieties. NORWOOD 
GARDENS, 12043 9 Hallwood, El Monte, 
1Rt1S—The 100. best pilus hundreds of the old favorites 
and new creations. Reasonably priced. Write for free 
price list. 8. E. De BERRY, R.D. 2, Box 539A, Washing- 
ton, Pa. 


listing 
IRIS 
California, 





IRIS AND HEMEROCALLIS. Large Washington grown 
plants of finest quality, reasonably priced. FREE price 
lists upon request. SCHMELZER’S GARDEN, 731 Edge 
wood, Walla Walla, Washington 


BEAUTIFY WITH IRIS—Tall Bearded Iris 
free catalog. GODWIN’S IRIS GARDENS, 
St., Longview, Texas. 


Send for 
300 Cardinal 


SUPERIOR WASHINGTON RHIZOMES. New varieties. 
Free list, satisfaction guaranteed. IRIS CITY GARDENS, 
The Loseys, Route 2, Box 388F, Walla Walla, Washington. 


OVER 1,000 VARIETIES IRIS, many 50% off. 300 
Chrysanthemums, Free list. ROE NURSERY, 10371 N. 
White Road, San Jose, California. 


penctas ters IN ARILS, ONCO-BRED AND OTHER 
RIS. Novel and decorative catalog 25¢ Good for 50¢ with 
po $5.00 order. THE COURT OF IRIS, Box 606, Bell- 
flower, California. 
STOCK REDUCTION. Your opportunity. Forced to dis- 
continue many of the best known Iris varieties in com- 
merce. Send for catalog. GROVELAND GARDENS, 754 
N. Shaffer St., Orange, California 
FASCINATING UNUSUAL IRIS. Free catalog listing 550 
tall bearded, dwarf and other types. BROWN’S IRIS 
GARDEN, R. 3, Box 293F, Alderwood Manor, Washing- 
ton. 


IRIS SALE—100 $10.00 No orders for less. 
Postage not prepaid 10 each kind—Blue Shimme 
Spindrift, Cloth of Gold, Daybreak, Snow _ velvet, 
Prairie Sunset, Ola Kala, Mulberry, Rose, Blue Rhythm, 
Easter bonnet or Lady Mohr F. SISSER, 405 William 
Street, Somerville, New Jersey. 


RIS. DAYLILIES 
collections and save. List 
FLOWER FARM, 


Many varieties Make your own 
mailed free. WALLA WALLA 
Route 1B, Walla Walla, Washington. 


NEW AND POPULAR IRIS. 
sonable prices Free catalog 
GARDENS, 
ington 


Quality rhizomes Rea 
BROWN'S SUNNYHILL 
Route 4, Box 145, Walla Walla, Wash- 


IRIS-HEMEROCALLIS. Newest and Best Introduc- 
tions from Famous Hybridizers. Sturdy growth, Beau- 
tiful colors. Catalogue 20¢. FAIRMOUNT GARDENS, 
Lowell, Mass 


SPECIAL: Golden Ruffles, Ben Bolt, Grecian Robe, 
Joanna Jansse, Pink Cameo, Rocket, Snow Flurry 
Spring Sunshine, Temple City, Tournament Queen, 
Any 6 for $5.00, 9 for $7.00. Free catalog LAWSON 
GARDENS, Valley Center, Calif. 


SPURIA IRIS SPECIAL. named 
tiful “Shelford Giant’’—$2.50 prepaid. 
$3.75. VPeonies! Poppies! Write: R. H 
Indiana. 


including beau- 
Catalog value 
JONES, Peru, 


IRIS $10.50 COLLECTION. 
Gold Sovereign, Sunset Blaze, Zantha, Cascade Splendor, 
Green Pastures, Golden Russet 300 newest varieties, 
less than wholesale 3¢ stamp for list. You'll buy. 
GEORGE'S IRIS, Newberry, South Carolina 


Pink Formal, Red Majesty, 


COLLECTIONS MAILED POSTPAID: List of 
new varieties of iris upon request, 
NOVELTY COLLECTION: Happy Birthday, 
lingwood, Maytime, Solid Gold, ‘ol 

2 $12, any 3 $16, all 5 $24. 
MASTER COLLECTION: 


other 


Helen Col- 
Flight Any 


Ballerina, Char-Maize, Conner 
Medallion, Heritage, Mystic Melody, Paradise Pink, 
Pink Formal, Pink Sensation, Star Shine Any 3 $8, 
any 6 $15, all 9 $20. 

FLOWER SHOW COLLECTION: Argus 
Cherie, Cock Pheasant, Gold Sovereign. Jane Phillips, 
Leading Lady, Love Story, Mattie Gates, New Hope, 
Pierre Menard, Spring Romance, Staten Island, Any 
4 $9, any 7 $14, all 12 $22. 

PEERLESS COLLECTION: Ballet Dancer, 
Gay Border, Lilac Lane, New Snow, Pinnacle, Plum 
Pretty, Relentless, Russet Wings, Ruth, Spanish Peaks, 
Sunray, Sunset Blaze, Twilight Sky, Zantha. Any 4 
$5, any 9 $10, all 15 $15. 

ECONOMY COLLECTION: Admiral Nimitz, Blue 
Rythm, Blue Valley, Bryce Canyon, Casa Morena, 
Chivalry, Desert Song, Dreameastle, Elmohr, El Paso, 
Extravaganza, Helen McGregor, Lady Boscawen, Lady 
Mohr, Lynn Langford, Minnie Colquitt, Ola Kala, Peg 
Dabagh, Vink Cameo, Rocket, Solid Mahogany, Vatican 
Purple. Any 8 $6, Any 14 $10, all 22 $15, 
WICKER’S IRIS GARDEN, 1101 22nd Street, 
ville, Tennessee, 


IRIS, subject supply, 
Spindrift, Tiffanja, Berkley Gold, 
of Gold, China Maid, (Cloud Castle, Gilt Edge 
Katherine Fay, Painted Desert. $5.00. ROADSIDE 
GARDENS, East Arlington, Vermont. 


SURPLUS iRIs— 25 5 different bearded hybrids $3.00. 
Unlaheled. postpaid, July delivery THURMAN GAR- 
DENS, 585-28th Street, Ogden, Utah. 


Pheasant, 


Bellerive, 


Knox- 





labeled, Rocket, Svivia Murray, 


Blue Rhythm, Cloth 


Lobelia Plants 
TALL HARDY HYBRIDS 
Dresdenensis Purple, 
set $1.75. 
Toledo, 


Lobelia Plants Cardinalis, 
Syphilitica Blue, Alba. Each 504, 
CRAWFORD GARDENS, 4225 Indian Road, 
Ohio. 


Magazines 


FLOWER “MAGAZINE- -Flowers, garde enin ads— 
3 different issues 25¢. GARDEN G fir ANING . 
Back to Eden, Box A, Baroda, Michigan. 


JOE’S BULLETIN. Bulbs, plants, 
catalog prices. Two years $1.00. 
Basswood Ave., Dayton, Ohio 


seed! Half regular 
Sample copy free. 209 


POTTED BABY TREES EASY TO DWARF. 
imported trees. Catalog 25¢. Folder 104 
CLUB, Box 398FG, Kentfield, California. 


Redwoods, 


RARE PLANT 





Miniature Trees 


CREATE TINY EXQUISITE HAWAIIAN FLOWERING 

REES outdoors and indoors by Japanese method. Send 
bs 00 for quick method and rare Hawaiian seeds. POLY- 
NESIAN PLANTS, 1244 Nakuina, Dept. FG 5-7, Hono- 
lulu 17, Hawaii. 
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por Jrond 


Ultra-Modern Planters 


e ROTATING PLANT HOLDERS — 


for desired appearance, adequate sunlight. 


e@ REMOVABLE RUBBER SAUCERS — 
for easy cleaning and continual like-new 
appearance. 

e@ UNIFORM HEIGHT — 


for easy plant care and more pleasing 
appearance, 


e@ WELL BALANCED — 


solid steel construction. 


e@ RUBBER TIPPED LEGS 


won't mar floors. 


@ MANY USES — 


homes, clubs, patios, offices, showrooms 
and others. 


@ AVAILABLE IN BLACK OR WHITE 





Popular 12 plant size. 
30” high, 46” long, 
$19.95. Also available in 
8 plant size, 30” long. 





De Luxe 12 


~e——~__——’-"" 





Holds 8 plants, fits most 
modern decor. 30” high, 
46” from nose to tail. 

$15.95 





Pony Planter 


Roncalli natin catia 





Decorative Wall Planters 
available singly or in 
Boy-Girl sets. Can be 
hung in many attractive 
designs. 22” high, 16” 
wide, 7” deep. 

$5.95 each 


OO ON 





a 
Wall Planters 


——— Ee Ee OOOO 





For your large plants and dwarf 
fruit trees. 


For 12” Pot 


For 9” Pot 


Flower Pots 
not included 





TO CNN LN LE =e 
Flower Pot Holder 


All items priced to include shipping charges. 
Mail coupon below for more information. 


Dealer inquiries Invited 


ae ee SP SSS Re Oe ES ae ee 











{ Taper Trend Products 
(A Division of DuPage Prectsion Prod.) 
I Naperville, Illinois 


Please send more information 
on Taper Trend Products. 


Name 


| Address 





| City ..State 


Sad tigl Wiel Sk Gis dec. tees Sede ca betel 


120 





Miscellaneous 


ournousss, CESSPOOLS, septic tanks, clogged drains, 

B., © — deodorized without digging or pumping cost. 
PEPS- IT uces masses. Reclaims faulty leachability. 
Restores old systems to a condition approaching newness, 
Postal brings free details. ELECTRIC SEWER CLEAN- 
ING CO., Allston 34, Mass. 


PERMANENT, BEAUTIFUL FLOWER ARRANGE- 
MENTS possible with Long-Lyfe Preservative. Fascinat- 
ing, profitable too. Free folder. Write immediately to 
MAXSON, Falls Church 46, Virginia 

PRESERVE LIVING FLOWERS to last INDEFINITE- 
LY! Interesting! Profitable! For complete details rush 
stamped, self-addressed envelope to FALCON, Winne- 
bago, Illinois 

500 col- 
GLOBART 
New York 


SWISS FLORAL POSTCARDS from Switzerland. 
orful beauties. List free. Samples 10¢ coin 
COMP — Box 219, Madison Square Station, 
10, 


Myrtle 
MYRTLE (Vinea Minor). Fifty nice plants $4.50 post- 
paid Hundred $7.00 postpaid Five hundred $32.50 
postpaid CHARLES K. STOTLEMEYER, Hancock, 
Maryland. 


Orchids 


WHO SAYS YOU CAN’T GROW ORCHIDS? $1.00 buys 
illustrated folder featuring ‘‘Black Orchid’’ on cover; 22 
articles on all phases Orchid care. Sowing seed to making 
corsages; dividing, repotting plants to propagating back 
bulbs. Easy to understand. No technical double-talk. Your 
Orchid Folder expands to make room for more articles 
and listings sent periodically DANIEL RYERSON— 
FLORIDA GROWN ORCHIDS, Box 805, Homestead, Fla. 


GROW ORCHIDS at home—profitable—fascinating. Yea 
‘round, Maine to California. NO GREENHOU SE. 
Gorgeous Cattleyas, Cymbidiums, ete. Successful home 
grower shows you how. FREE full coat. FLOWER- 
LAND, 4622-WS Wilshire, Los Angeles lif. 


5, 
FINE LARGE-FLOWERING ORCHIDS. Easy to grow at 
home. Free instructions. Many satisfied customers. C. M, 
KILIAN, 210 Yorkshire Drive, Birmingham 9, Ala. 


CYMBIDIUM ORCHIDS. 
back bulbs, postpaid, $6.00. 
ENDA DE BELLONA, 
fornia. 


Five different started named 
Catalog on request. HACI- 
11720 Killian, El Monte, Cali- 


3 ORCHID PLANTS IN BUD OR BLOOM (assorted 
colors) $5.35 postpaid ge gras hybrids. Grow any- 
where, lilustrated booklet 50¢. SAMUEL PRESNER, Box 
4550-FV, Coral Gables, Florida. 

SHOWY ORCHIDS—12 sorts $19.00. Free Air. TWIN 
BROS, P. O. Box 10006, Calcutta 25, India. 


BEGINNERS COLLECTIONS and netenioaie: 
monthly offers to regular customers list 
a specialty. HOUSE OF ORCHIDS, 
N. J. 


special 
Cc ymbidiums 
Peassae Plains, 


100 ORCHIDS—$195. Sloped by air. FLORISTS NUR- 
SERY, Kalimpong, India 


CYPRIPEDIUM ORCHIDS IN BUD or to flower soon. 
3 plants $10.75; 12 plants $40.75. Best orchids to grow 
in the home, and for corsage flowers, CYMBIDIUM 
ORCHIDS IN BUD: per plant $8; : plants $19.50; 12 
plants $60 Order now. Assorted colors 50 selected 
unlabeled cymbidium back bulbs $32.50. Other cym- 
bidium back bulbs: 3 for $1.50, $30. per 100. Free cul- 
tural bulletin and seedling lists). SHERMAN ORCHID 
GARDENS, Grand and Gladstone, Glendora, California. 


ORCHID COLLECTION! Flowering size Plants. CHOICE 
NAMED HYBRIDS: White-purple lip Cattleva—$22.50; 
Amethyst purple Cattleya—$19. aa ———y 
bidium—$25.00. Specie corsage ty $7.50. 

FOR ONLY $22.50 ppd. Plus Two. FREE Cymbidium 
back bulbs! Supply limited. Send check or money order 
today! FLECK’S ORCHIDS, 11304 S.W. Boones Ferry 
Road, Oswego, Oregon. 


Gutdeee at 


FREE BROCHURE. New outdoor lamps tor es gracious out- 
door living. Glorify your home, garden, patio, barbecue, 
pool. Big savings! Write TODAY GAYLORDS, Dept. 
G-21, North Adams, Mass. 


Peonies 

JAYHAWKER, AERIE and 

peonies. Prices on request. MYRON 
1147 Oakland Ave., Topeka, Kan, 
Jones, 

*‘Sagamore’’— 

List Free! 


KANSAS, WESTERNER, 
many other “‘Bigger’’ 
D. BIGGER, Dept. F, 


FINE PEONIES—ORIENTAL POPPIES— R. H. 
Peru, Indiana. Originator “Dorothy J’°— 
“Red Cloud”’ ete. _ Quality Roots— 


Poinsettia 


POINSETTIA (Blessed Night that blooms for Christmas), 
other plants—Bougainvillea, Crotons, Gardenia, Hibiscus, 
Night Jasmine. Culture directions. Choice of assortment 
$1.00 each, 5 for $2.75, 10 for $5.00. PHILIP PATE, 
Kissimmee 10, Florida 


Primroses 


BARNHAVEN’S ANNUAL SUMMER SALE Begins May 
15th and offers you their famous, big hardy, perennial 
silver-dollar Primroses at reduced prices with other beau- 
tiful Primroses from Europe and Asia that will open a 
fresh new world of romance and beauty for you and the 
shadier parts of your garden. Write for illustrated cata- 
log. (free) picturing these easily grown Primroses and 
note page 31, Summer Bargain Counter. BARNHAVEN, 
Gresham, _Oregon 


Prize Awards 


PRIZE AWARDS for Flower Shows. 
and prices to THE 
Rutledge, Del Co., 


Write for samples 
HORNER PRESS, P. O. Box 85, 
Pennsylvania. 


Roses 
THE WORLD'S SMALLEST ROSE. 


Grows 1% to 2 
inches high, blooms 3 


to 4 months from seed. Perfect in 
detail, leaves, stem, and blooms in exact proportion, also 
has miniature thorns, carries 3 highly scented blooms 
measuring three tenths of an inch across. 
out the year. Seeds $2.00 packet. Saintpaulia seed, best 
collection in Africa, $2.00 pac ket. JACK’S NURSER- 
Es, P. O De Deur. . South Africa. 


Blooms through 





NEW ZEALAND NATIVES, many fascinating species; 
20 packets $5.00. Personal cheque or stamps only. 
Vv. LAUNDE R MILLIN, Napier, New Zealand. 


Sempervivums 


COLORFUL HEN AND CHICKS 12 varieties. 
prepaid. $3.00. Over 100 different varieties. 
Hobby of Hardy Sempervivums’’. MAC 
DENS, 2920 Starr, Toledo 5, Ohio. 


Labeled 
“Make a 
PHERSON GAR- 


Sparrow Trops 


DON’T FEED SPARROWS! Catch thousands’ with on th orig: 
inal Vail Sparrow Traps. ig cash savings teed. 
Free particulars. Rush! FARM SERVICE COMPANY. 
Box 7921, Chicago 13, Illinois. 


Sphagnum Moss 


SPHAGNUM MOSS, finely ground for germinating seeds, 
rooting African Violet leaves, cuttings, etc. Controls 
damping-off. Peck $1.65; half bushel $2.50; Bushel $3.65. 
Postpaid. Information included. THOMAS GARLAND, 
Pen Argyl, _ 


Strelitzia Reginae 
HAWAII'S BIRD OF PARADISE (Strelitzia Reginae). 
All size plants available Free Catalog. FERN 


HAW AIIAN NURSERY, 1551 Avalon Blvd., Wilmington, 
California. 


Trees 
OUR REDWOOD TREES growing 45 states— 


dwarfs, giants. Imported trees, 
Folder FREE RARE 
Kentfield, California 


seven specie 2S, 
plants. Catalog 25¢ 
PLANT CLUB, Tox 398FG, 


Tropical Plonts. 
ORCHIDS, BULBS, DOUBLE GERBERAS. Delivered 


free by Air. 25 Large showy flowering orchids 25 named 

kinds £39.00. 50 Double Gerbera plants Giant Flow- 
25 named kinds $38.00. 100 Gloriosa Superba 
1000 Achimenes best named kinds $29.00. Price 

free. BALKRISHNA, 65 B, Sambhunath Pandit 
_Calcutta, 25, India. 


Street, 


Water Lilies 


FREE: WATER LILY Catalog. Complete listings and 
planting instructions. How to build pools. Winter care of 
tropicals explained. Closed Sundays. ar AN NESS WATER 
GARDENS, Rt. #1, Box 360, Upland, Calif. 
BEAUTIFUL EASY TO GROW WATER LILIES. 
assorted Marlic, two year old roots plus free gift plant 
$3.95. Complete pool supplies. Stryon Lily Pool three 
foot by five foot by eighteen inches deep. Deep Green, 
Rust Proof, Corrosion Proof. Easy to install, needs no 
maintenance Complete with plants $49.95. Without 
plants $44.50 F.0.B. GEORGE’S AQUATIC GARDENS 
Dilltown, Pennsylvania 


eet Fo Wildflowers 


NATIVE WILDFLOWERS: Rhododendrons, azaleas, 
evergreens, shrubs, trees, perennials, orchids, ferns, vines. 
Free catalog. THREE ‘LAURELS, _Marshall. N. ¢. 


Four 





Plants 





Zoysia 





OREGONS MOTHER OF MILLIONS PLANT. Also Mai- 
den Hair Ferns, both priced at one dollar each. Post- 
age prepaid. ALPINE BEGONIA GARDENS, Rhodo- 
dendron, Oregon. 


AMAZING NEW ZOYSIA JAPONICA Lawn Seed. Heat, 
drought resistant. Crowds out crabgrass. Leaflet with 
test packet $1.00. DOUGHERTY, Dept. 2b, Box 464 
Baltimore 12, Maryland. 


FLOWER GROWER 





Barbecues steaks and 
hamburgers to perfection. 


LAST 


MONTAMOWER’S 
NEW MOBILE 
co i 


AND NOW THIS... 


1S GOING THE WAY OF THIS... 


OBSOLETES UNSIGHTLY OLD-FASHIONED TRASH BURNERS 


Indestructible Armco Aluminized Steel... Attractive and Stays That Way... Can’t 
Scorch Lawn or Driveway... Roll It Where You Want It... Light It and Leave It! 


It’s New! It’s Revolutionary! It’s the first out- 
door home appliance scientifically designed for 
the efficient collection, storage and disposal of 
burnable household, lawn and garden waste! 
It’s built to last and stay good looking for 
many years. Entire electric-welded and rein- 
forced body made of Special Armco Alumi- 
nized Steel which will not rust, corrode or 


ing combustion dome and mixing chamber. 
Quickly burns contents to a fine ash with no 
open flame and flying sparks . . . with a mini- 
mum of nuisance smoke! Ashes and partially 
burned debris cannot blow out to scatter 
around the yard and neighborhood. With a 
BLITZ-BURNER you don’t have to “Stand 
Guard” till the flames die down . 


.. just light 
it and leave it! (No special starting fuel re- 
quired.) Instantly removable handle serves 
both as dome lifter and poker. 


distort. Combines the strength of steel with an 

inner and outer wall of aluminum. 

Highly efficient, completely enclosed unit with ; : : 

adjustable draft and exclusive smoke-consum- It’s mounted on steel disc, rubber tired wheels 

: . rolls right up to kitchen door, leaf pile 
. or garden .. . weighs only 32 Ibs . . . saves the work 

@ : of carrying trash to the burner! Can be fired safely 


= anywhere . . . cannot scorch lawn or driveway. 


—— SWADE OF 


It’s a clean container for the accumulation of burn- 
able waste ... contents are protected from rain and 
snow ... kept dry to burn readily! Compact design 
(20” x 36” overall); stores in minimum space. 
It’s the kind of burner you've always wanted! Now 
being introduced to the public direct from the 
factory . . . write today for full details on our Spe- 
cial Introductory Offer. 

Park it anywhere for handy ac- 


cumulation of contents . . . holds 
3%, bushels. 


LAs 


mm Le ee a 


Speectal “DIRECT-T0-CONSUMER” 
INTRODUCTORY OFFER * MAIL COUPON TODAY! 


MONTAMOWER DISTRIBUTING CO., Sales & General Offices 
338 KEELER BUILDING, GRAND RAPIDS 2, MICHIGAN 


Please send details on your “Direct-to-Consumer” Special Intro- 
ductory Offer. 


NAME 


Wheel it to the leaf pile — 
burn them on the spot — can't 


scorch lawn or driveway. 
Potent Applied For 


WONDERFUL BAR-B-Q WITH 
LOW COST ACCESSORY 


Just invert com- 
bustion dome 
which seals off 
inside of burner 
and insert char- 
coal grill. 





ADDRESS 





FOR YEARS —PRICED WITHIN THE REACH OF ALL! CITY. ZONE. STATE. 








out of your garden than ever before, with 


WITH 


r le —SO EASY AND INTERESTING TO GROW 


dozens of plants of each kind for less than 


buying just one! You can even get gorgeous 
new kinds not yet sold by nurseries. 

Growing Perennials from seeds gets more 
popular every year. See for yourself how 


easy it is—and save $25.00 or more. 


Here are the most popular kinds of hardy 


flowers, 


both perennials and biennials, 


right at the ideal season to plant them: 


pull ANY 5 PACKETS (value up to $2.15) | 
EXTRA SAVINGS—All you want at only 20¢ each 


‘] instead of regular prices printed below; you may 
Save $95 fpoice! hows more than one Pkt. of a kind if desired. 


BABY’S BREATH, Double 46F32 
‘els feo} @ = Airy sprays, dainty little double white 
flowers, June, July. Lovely mixed in 


bouquets. 3 ft. tall 25c-Pkt. 
CARNATIONS, Super Giants 46F23 


Immense, double, intensely fragrant 
delightfully fringed—like the florists’. 
Mixed colors, all season, 40c-Pkt. 


COLUMBINES, New McKana Giants 46F04 
Extra large 4-in. flowers with long 
spurs, new colors. All-America win- 


ner (see below). 50c-Pkt. 
New CORAL BELLS (Heuchera) 46F17 


Excelsior More popular every year! Airy sprays 

Giant of delightful dainty pink, rose, crim- 
Foxgloves son, white, June to Sept. 35c-Pkt. 
‘ 


DELPHINIUMS, Giant Pacific 46°33 
Best-known tall giants, majestic 4- 
to 5-ft. spikes in June. Blue, lavender, 
lilac, violet, white, mixed 40c-Pkt. 

ENGLISH DAISIES, Double 46°07 
Fairyland rosettes on dwarf plants, 
from early spring to fall. Children 
adore them. Mixed colors. 25¢-Pkt. 

FOXGLOVES, Excelsior Giants 46F25 
New, sensational! L arger flower ll 
around stem no ‘‘flat’’ side. Many 
colors, mixed. 4 ft. 50c-Pkt. 

HOLLYHOCKS, Fancy Double 46F31 
Old-fashioned favorites poets write 
about. Exquisite large double flowers, 
mixed colors. 5 to 6 ft. stalks. 25e-Pkt. 


FREE 


Order 10 Pack- 
ets or more and 
select an extra 
Packet entirely 
FREE as our Gift 
to You. 


Plant 
Soon 
Order Today! 


‘ p' 
oe es ee ee ne 
W. Atlee Burpee Co., 250 Burpee Building . : 
Philade!phia 32, Pa. or Clinton, lowa or Riverside, Calif. 
Send postpaid by return mail the guaranteed Burpee 
Hardy Flower Seeds marked, at only 20c per Pkt. 
()46F32- Baby's Breath (25¢ SFS4 Oriental Poppies 
46F283 Carnations (40¢-Pkt isk 4s Painted Daisies 
CHM6F04— Columbines (50¢- Pkt 46F 34 Primulas (25¢- Pkt 
OM46F17 Coral Bells 16k Russell Lupines 
46F 35 — Delphiniums 40¢-Pk: 161 Scabiosa 5¢- Pkt 
CM46F07T- English Daisies 161 Shasta Daisies 
6h Foxgloves (50¢-Pkt 161 Sw. William( 25¢-Pkt 
16F 31 Hollyhocks (25¢-I’kt 461 Violas (25¢-Pkt ¥ 


f 


St. or R.D 


Minimum Order $1.00 
ORIENTAL POPPIES, All Colors 46F44 


Huge gorgeous blooms in fiery reds 
and loveliest pinks, mixed. Long stiff 
stems 3 ft. tall. May, June. 35c-Pkt. 


PAINTED DAISIES (Pyrethrum) 46F 48 
Dainty, richly colored. Many lovely 
shades mixed; May, June. Fern-like 
foliage, always attractive. 25c-Pkt. 


PRIMULAS, Giant Polyanthus 46F34 
Very large flowers in clusters, mixed 
colors, some ‘‘eyed"’, some gold-laced. 


Saks spring, 6 to 9 in. 25c-Pkt. 
RUSSELL LUPINES 46F38 


The showy English kind, a sensation 
everywhere. Gorgeous spikes, dramat- 


ic colors, stems 3 ft. tall. 25e-Pkt. 
SCABIOSA, Giant Hybrids 46F41 


xquisite blues, deepest ultramarine 
palest lavender, silvery white. 1 14 


to 2 ft., June to Sept 35c-Pkt. 
SHASTA DAISIES, Floradale 46F15 


Huge pure white flowers with hun- 
dreds of fancy quilled, shaggy petals 
in June and July. 2% ft. 35c-Pkt 
SWEET WILLIAM, Double 46F43 
sarge gorgeous flowerheads, way 
ahead of older kinds. Mostly double 
flowers. All colors mixed. 25c-Pkt. 
VIOLAS (Tufted Pansies) 46F24 
sarge blooms with cherubic faces in 
rainbow hues, ruby red to deep violet, 


and snow white. Allsummer. 2Se-Pkt. 


FREE DIRECTIONS 
FOR PLANTING AND CARE 


BURPEE’S 


Seeds 


Giant Pacific Delphinium 


McKana’s Giant Columbines 

The 1955 All-America Medal 
Winner that has eclipsed all 
other Columbines in wonderful 
colors, huge flowers, vigorous 
plants. 2'2 ft. tall. Plants 
not yet available in nurseries— 
take advantage of special offer 
above, today. 


ate yr for most glorious display eve) 


for your FREE copy 


' 
- (Send Burpee’s 1955 Fol Bulb Fa FREE. W. Atlee Burpee Co. 


Enclosed is $ I have ordered 10 or more an - 
(minimum order $1.00 a: ked 1 extra Packet FRE} | il Bulb This is the year to plant Dutch Bulbs! 
N We’ve selected the best newer Hyacinths, 
aia a. ree Cata log Tulips, Daffodils, Crocus, all at moder- 


right away! 


250 Burpee Building, at nearest city 
Philadelphia 32, Pa. or Clinton, lowa or Riverside, California 





